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INTRODUCTION. 


Th  K  Translator  of  The  Histoiy  of  An- 
tiir”  being  out  of  England^  it  is  not  in  the 
Editor’s  power  to  give  to  the  reader  much 
preliminary  infonaatioii  on  the  contents 
or  nature  of  the  Epic  Tale^  which  is  now 
for  the  liiiit  time  in  part  submitted  to  the 
European  Public 

Antar  is  no  imaginaiy  personage.  Pie 
was  the  son  of  un  Arab  Prince  of  the 
tribe  of  Abs,  by  a  black  woman,  whom 
his  father  Jiad  made  captive  in  a  predatory 
excursion :  and  he  raised  himself  by  the 
heroic  qualities  wiiich  lie  dlsj)layed  fronii 
his  earliest  youth,  and  by  hia  cxtraovdi- 
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naiy  genius  for  poetry,  from  the  state  of 
slavery  in  which  he  was  barn,  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  king,  and  to  a  preeminence 
above  all  the  Chiefs  of  Aiabia.  He  fiounsh- 
ecl  during  the  close  of  the  sixth,  and  the 
early  part  of  the  seventh  century,  of  the 
Christian  cera,  there  is,  consequently,  little 
or  no  allusion  to  the  customs  or  institu¬ 
tions  ot  Jslnmism  throngliout  the  work ; 
though  the  Hero  is  frequently  designated 
as  He  by  whom  God  organized  the 
earth  and  the  world  for  the  appearance  ot 
the  Lord  of  skives.” 

The  following  Romance,  as  it  may  be 
called,  was  first  put  together,  probably 
from  traditionary  tales  current  at  the 
time,  by  Osmay,  one  of  the  eminent  scho¬ 
lars,  who  adorned  the  courts  of  Haroun-al- 
llaschid,  and  of  his  two  learned  succes¬ 
sors,  Al-Amyn,  and  AI-Mamoun  ;  and  it 
still  continues  to  be  the  principal  source 
whence  the  story-tellei’s  of  the  coffee- 
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houses  in  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Arabia,  draw 
their  most  interesting’  tales ;  but,  notwith- 
standing,  its  general  circulation  in  the 
Levant,  the  name  of  Antar  is  hitherto 
only  known  to  us  in  Europe,  as  that  of 
the  Author  of  one  of  the  seven  poems,  sus¬ 
pended  in  the  temple  of  Mecca,  and  from 
that  ciicumstance  called,  The  Moallakat, 

The  Author  of  tins  poem,  and  the  Hero 
of  our  history,  arc  identified,  as  well  by  the 
similar  names  which  occur  ,  in  both  ;  as  by 
the  insertion  of  the  poem  itself  in  tlie  body 
of  tile  history,  when,  after  much  persecu¬ 
tion  and  opposition,  Antar  at  length  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  suspending  the  poem  within  the 
Holy  Sanctuary  which  surrounds  the 
Kaaba. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  is 
tlic  first  attempt  to  transpose  into  an 
European  language,  a  real  Arabian  story, 
depicting  the  original  manners  of  the 
Arabs  of  the  desert,  uncorrupted  by  the 
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artificial  and  refined  cufitoms  of  the  ucigh- 
bouiTug  cities  in  Syria,  Egypt,  and  Persia. 

The  charactciistics  of  the  real  Arabs 
or  Bedowins  arc  here  presented  m  then 
native  simplicity  An  eager  desire  lor  the 
property  of  tlieir  neigliboiir;  an  nncon- 
quemhle  fondness  foi  strife  and  battle, 
a  singular  combi  nation  of  profuse  hos¬ 
pitality,  witli  narrow  economy — quick  per¬ 
ception — deep  cunning  —  great  personal 
courage,  a  keen  sense  of  honour,  respect 
foj  their  women,  and  a  warm  admiration 
and  ready  use  of  the  poetical  beauties  ol 
their  unrivalled  language. 

The  supposition  of  the  learned  oriental¬ 
ist  Mons.  Langlfes,  that  the  Thousand  and 
One  Nights  were  originally  composed  in 
the  Pchlcvi,  or  the  old  Persian,  and  from 
that  language  translated  into  Arabic,  ap¬ 
pears  still  more  probable,  when  we  obsciTc 
the  rich  and  gorgeous  descriptions  of  the 
works  of  art  and  nature  which  abound 
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in  them,  their  enchanted  paiaccs — theii 
‘sultans  and  viziers,  and  all  the  attendant 
inag'mficencc  of  acourt.  their  genii  and  ma¬ 
gicians — their  want  of  individual  charac¬ 
ter  111  the  leading  personages,— and  when 
we  contrast  with  those  details  the  simple 
manners  of  the  Kings  and  Chieftains  of  the 
(ieserty  poiirtrayed  m  this  Romance  ;  theii’ 
rude  tents  ;  the  fiimiharity  with  which  they 
live  amongst  each  other,  controuled  only 
by  the  rules  of  patriarchal  authority; 
the  almost  total  absence  of  supernatural 
agents ,  and  above  all,  the  striking  dis¬ 
tinctions  of  character,  which  mark  the 
whole  progress  of  the  story  Iji  this  work 
indeed,  The  Suboidination  of  tlie  warriors 
and  others,  whether  of  high  or  low  rank, 
to  the  ii resistible  Antar,  in  undaunted 
courage;  in  active  prowess;  in  intellectual 
acquirements ;  in  public  spirit ;  in  the 
ardour  of  Ins  love ;  in  the  excellence  of  his 
poeti’y  ;  and  in  acts  of  private  generositv 
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and  benevolence,  is  strictly  consistent  with 
the  best  rules  which  the  Critics  have  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Homeric  writings,  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Heroic  poem. 

In  an  adherence  to  these  rules  indeed, 
the  early  European  winters  of  Romantic 
Adventures,  who  followed  the  age  of  Cliai*- 
Icmagne,  and  to  whom,  perhaps,  Antar  was 
bettci  Icnowti  than  to  their  successors,  did 
not  follow  the  steps  of  their  prototype  Bat 
whether  he  really  deserve  that  appellation, 
that  is,  whether  from  tlie  frequent  mtei- 
course  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
kingdoms  of  the  Roman  u^orld,  in  the 
8th,  9tl'  and  10th  centuries,  our  Romance 
writers  imbibed  their  taste  for  the  adven¬ 
tures  of  Chivaliy  from  this  singular  Tale, 
is  a  question,  to  the  solution  of  which  we 
may  look  forward,  when  the  whole  ol  it 
shall  be  before  the  public.  It  may  be  ob- 
seiTcd,  however,  that  little  more  was  want¬ 
ing  in  order  to  compose  the  Romances  ol 
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tiic  middle  a^e,  than  to  engraft  ou  the 
wai‘j  love,  and  courtesy  of  the  Arabs^  the 
splendid  and  soft  luxuries  of  the  other 
countries  ol  the  East,  tlie  witclicraft  of 
Africa,  the  religious  fervour  of  the  Soutli 
of  Europe,  and  the  gloomy  superstition.s  of 
the  North 

The  Editoi  abstains  Irom  adding  any 
further  observations  at  present  upon  this 
subject.  It  had  been  Ins  intention  to  request 
the  indulgence  of  tlie  reader  for  the  orien¬ 
tal  phraseology  which  frequently  occurs  in 
the  following  pages ,  but  he  prefers  leaving 
the  public  to  form  their  own  opinion,  how 
tar  the  Translator  has  rightly  judged,  in 
presenting  a  literal  translation  of  his  ori¬ 
ginal,  by  which  the  Arabic  idioms  might 
be  best  preserved,  ratliei  than  (by  giving 
to  It  a  strictly  irmglisli  dress,  and  thereby 
destioying  its  native  freshness,)  to  have 
been  led  into  an  indulgence  of  ornament, 
which  would  have  been  equally  remote 
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from  the  nice  refinement  of  the  languages 
of  Europe,  and  from  the  copious  simplicity 
of  that  of  the  desert. 


I 


LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES 


OF 

ANTAR, 


CHAPTER  I 

IsHMAEL,  son  ol‘  Abraham,  was  the  father  of 
Adnan,  who  had  a  sou  called  !Maad ,  and  Maad 
was  the  father  of  Nizai,  whose  four  sonsj  Hebeeah, 
Medhcr,  Ayad,  and  Anmnr,  reigned  over  the  Arabs 
in  great  glory  for  many  years,  ainl  then"  descendants 
continued  to  flourish  and  multiply  till  they  amounted 
to  twenty  thousand  horsemen,  wiien  disturbances 
arising  among  them,  they  separated  and  migrated 
from  the  valley  of  Mecca  and  the  holy  sanctuary, 
and  many  of  them  settled  in  a  spot  called  Ibreem- 
oob-mooteimm,  which  was  the  furthermost  point  of 
Hijaz,  and  the  first  m  the  land  of  Yemen*  And 
they  had  a  king  called  Eebceah,  a  man  much 
resjiected  and  feared,  and  he  was  of  the  tribe  of 
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Medher,  a  fair-raced  people ,  and  he  had  five  sons, 
the  eldest  was  called  Nayil^  the  second,  Taweed, 
the  third,  Mohellnl,  the  fourth,  Medher,  and  the 
fifth,  Adce,  and  their  father  was  a  stout  and  intre¬ 
pid  warrior,  he  conquered  tlie  whole  country  by  his 
bravery,  and  ruled  over  the  wilds  and  the  deserts 
Again  the  Arabs  disagreed  amongst  themselves 
and  dispersed,  and  every  division  had  ns  chief  and 
us  leader,  They  carried  away  their  property  and 
then  camels,  and  among  tliem  was  Harith.  son  of 
Obad  the  Yaslikinte,  with  the  tribe  of  Yashlor, 
and  the  chief  Dibyan  with  the  tube  ofDibyan,  and 
the  chief  Abd  Shems  with  his  tribe,  and  Jazecmali 
with  the  tribe  of  Abs  and  Aclnan,  and  llahiej 
with  the  tribe  of  Gluftan ,  and  it  was  Jazeemah, 
Iting  of  the  tribe  ot  Abs  and  Arlnan  that  ailacked 
Rcbeeah,  and  having  slam  him,  appointed  Mohelhi) 
to  succeed  Ins  fatlici  But  on  the  tleath  ofMohclhil 
all  his  cousins  went  away  with  their  property  and 
camels,  afraid  of  the  surrounding  Arabs,  and  settled 
with  the  tribe  of  Abs  and  Adnan,  and  thoiv  chief 
Jazeemah  ,  and  among  all  the  Arabs  there  was  no 
government  better  regulated  than  his,  for  he  was 
experienced  in  all  affiin  s,  and  had  ten  sons  wlio  were 
all  hardy  hons,  bold,  endued  with  great  bodily 
’Strength,  and  in  war  llicy  weie  imvivalled,  they 
courted  battles  and  plunged  into  slaughtei ,  nntl  their 
reputation  was  spread  among  tlic  Arabs,  and  among 
ilieiii  ti’cre  Amroo  and  Janaih,  and  Asyed  and  Zo- 
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heir,  ami  the  rest  of  tiic  ten  bratiicrs  But  Amroo 
w«s  the  eldest,  ami  Jazcerni'ili  Jiopcfl  that 
Aniroo  would  reig^n  at  lus  death  But  one  day 
Amvoo  MCDt  lo  the  lake  Zatool  Imid,  Lwly  m  the 
monuiig,  and  wilh  him  was  a  skive  called  Niznh , 
and  Ami  00  had  loiuid  In.^  neck  a  chain  of  gold 
ytudded  with  jewels  and  cluunonds ;  and  v  lien  he 
came  to  the  lake  he  snipped  olP  Ins  clothes,  and 
took  oil*  ilie  string  of  jewels  from  his  neck,  and  then 
going  ilownmlo  the  lake  left  thorn  all  with  his  slave 
When  he  sprang  into  tlic  waici  and  plunged  in, 
lus  body  tiisappearcd,  and  was  borne  awaj 

The  slave  ])erL*eiving  (liat  Ins  master  remamed  too 
long  imder  watei,  ielt  asstfred  diat  his  breath  was 
extmei ,  so  he  ran  away  to  JazeemaJ),  and  told  him  of 
tins  til  eiulfnl  ciilasUnplie  He  was  in  llie  deepest 
grief,  and  he  dashed  Ins  fist  aganisi  Ins  lace  lor  the 
iorfs  of  Ills  son  Ann  00  Over  the  whole  tube  the 
dismay  wa.N  general,  the  afllietioii  was  innversa], 
and  the  liimentatioii.s  deep  Many  days  and  nights 
they  ivmuined  lu  tins  state,  when  utlast  Kingjazec- 
mall,  wishing  to  relievo  his  innul  from  his  anguish, 
went  out  to  the  chase,  and  whilst  he  was  thus 
occujaed,  fo '  there  appeared  a  fawn,  winch  he 
cageily  jiursued  ,  hut  ns  it  launched  into  the  w'aste 
m  full  Highl,  he  could  not  cfilcli  it  Strll  he  hoped 
to  succml,  blit  ill  last  it  entered  a  foieAi  aboimdmg 
jn  trees,  and  waters,  and  tlnckets,  and  Jazccmnli 
still  pursued  it  And  whilst  he  was  struggling 
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through  the  branches,  behold  a  man  quite  naked 
stood  before  him  ’  He  fled  away  m  terrm,  fancying 
that  it  was  a  dmmon ;  0  Kmg  ’  exdaimed  the  man, 
be  not  afraid,  foi  I  am  lliy  son  Amroo  •  If  thou 
art  iijy  son,  cried  the  King,  follow  me  and  quit  this 
spot  Jazeemah  issued  from  Uio  forest,  and  the 
man  coming  up  with  fnm,  ho  gazed  at  him,  and 
to  *  he  was  his  son  ’  He  was  greatly  rejoiced,  and 
running  up  to  him,  0  my  son,  said  he,  whal  has 
happened  to  thee  ^  who  brought  thee  to  this  ])lace  i* 
and  thou  art  naked  ’  So  he  explained  all  that  had 
occurred  to  Inm,  and  the  cause  of  Ins  being  snatched 
away  from  tlie  lake  was  a  dmmon,  who  hoic  him  to 
tins  place,  His  father  joyed  in  seeing  Jnni,  and 
clothed  him  in  sonic  of  his  own  garments,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  him  to  his  tribe  and  companions,  and 
unbounded  was  the  dehgbt  and  satisfaction  at  the 
return  of  Amroo.  Acclamations  were  loud,  mid  the 
time  passed  happily  away,  and  they  forgot  tlm  evils 
of  fortune. 

All  the  Arabs  took  refuge  with  King  Jazeemah, 
and  paid  him  taxes  and  tnbiite,  and  there  was  not 
one-  but  obeyed  him  and  submitted,  save  a  single 
Queen,  who  was  called  Robab.  And  tins  Queen 
was  very  powerful,  and  had  numerous  armieij  and 
slave®  She  had  subdued  the  heroes,  and  humbled 
the  bravest,  and  hci  tribe,  was  tlic  most  intrepid 
of  the  Arabs,  and  they  were  called  the  tribe  ot 
Recjam  And  when  they  heard  that  King  Jazeemah 


was  become  powerful  and  bad  extended  his  influ¬ 
ence,  and  tlint  the  Arabs  gave  Inin  tribute  in  cattle 
and  camels ,  We,  said  they,  will  not  giA'c  any  one 
even  a  rope's  end,  and  wlioever  demand  goods  of 
us,  nothing  will  we  give  lliem  but  bloivs  and  battle 

U|x>n  licaring  tins,  JazcemaJi  assembled  bis 
amiiGs  and  wavnois,  and  the  Arabs  came  to  him 
from  all  the  vollics  and  the  waters,  and  ho  inarched 
away  with  them  in  quest  of  the  tribe  of  Rocyan,  and 
their  Queen  Uobab,  that  lie  miglil  send  down 
destruction  and  torments  upon  them,  and  leave  their 
property  to  be  pillaged  by  the  Arabs  Now  when 
the  tribe  of  Reeyan  saw  those  armies  that  'woi;e  ad¬ 
vancing  upon  them,  they  set  up  a  loud  shout,  and 
tlicy  thronged  in  haste  from  nil  quarterii^  and  the 
mountains  trembled  at  tlic  uproai  This  tribe  >vas 
exceedingly  numerous,  and  moreover,  they  liad  been 
joined  by  a  gicat  muitiliirle  who  came  to  iJicm  and 
settled  round  them,  to  bo  under  the  protection  of 
that  tribe  and  their  Queen  Robab ,  so  great  was  Iier 
reputation,  and  so  far  famed  lior  name. 

And  when  the  armies  arrived  and  wore  all 
established  about  hei,  they  waited  in  anxious 
expectation  of  the  event  So  the  Queen  summoned 
one  of  her  tribe,  a  man  of  gi-eat  consequence,  and 
said  to  him— I  wish  thou  wouldst  go  to  these  ad¬ 
vancing  people,  and  see  what  they  arc  resolved  to 
<lo,  what  place  they  come  from,  and  what  they  want. 
The  man  went  away;  and  when  became  up  with  the 


troop%  thoy  stopped  Wiuilior  m  such  haste  ^  they 
ciied ;  spealv  ere  thou  art  a  lost  man  i  Arabs,  said 
he,  I  am  come  ub  a  rucssenger  to  ye ,  1  want  to  see 
your  chief  "LVII  mo  what  is  vour  object ,  who  an* 
you  ^  how  are  you  called  ?  \V e  ^re  the  noble  Inbc 
of  Abb,  siml  itiey ,  and  wo  are  come  to  devastate 
your  lands,  ami  ])i under  your  property,  and  cii)ituvc 
your  wives  and  fauuheb  Arab  Cluefb,  he  replied, 
sixew  iiic  your  King,  lead  me  to  bun,  that  I  speak 
with  him  about  the  object  of  this  expedilion  They 
accoiduigly  mtroduceil  him  to  the  JCmg,  and  he 
ki5wcd  tlie  ground  before  him  .hizeouah  asked 
what  he  wauled,  and  wlml  brought  him  thoie  So 
he  told  hnii  that  JloJiab  liatl  sent  him  0 
he  continued,  what  has  brought  thee  lorlh  fnan  thv 
country^  What  is  the  ciuise  ol  thy  depiu  line  from 
homeJ’  He  then  infonned  liim  that  he  was  come  to 
slay  the  people,  mid  to  plunder  ilicir  jiropcrty 
Mighty  King'  said  the  olhei,  may  God  loi  ever 
confirm  thee  m  possessions  t  Wliy  w<m)<Ist  thou 
act  lluib  lowardb  u»  ^  On  account  of  your  rclrnctory 
conduct  towards  me,  said  ilazccmah,  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  I  Jiavo  Itcanl ,  Ibi  uli  the  Arabs  have 
subimttcd  to  my  rule,  and  obeyed  my  call,  and  give 
me  tiibutcand  taxes,  all  hut  you,  ye  cowards'  and 
I  hate  Jicard  of  yoiii  base  designs  llul  I  must 
assail  you  without  further  preparation,  »uid  I  shall 
command  lliesc  armies,  numerous  us  the  locusts,  to 
assault  you.*  and  to  grind  you  like  grain,  and  to 
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vide  you  like  lions.  Rctui*n  then  to  her  who  sent 
thee,  and  tell  her  what  I  have  said  to  thee 
So  tlie  mcsscDircr  returned  with  this  answer ;  and 
when  lie  reaclial  Robab,  lie  eouinninicakvl  nil  ho 
had  heaid  to  licr  Away  hack  to  him,  said  she, 
and  tell  hun  to-uiorrow  nionnng  to  sally  forth  into 
die  plain,  and  to  meet  me  in  the  hold  of  battle 
before  these  liorscmon  If  )io  subdues  mo,  1  will 
submit  to  him  and  pay  him  tribute  ,  but  if  I  van- 
quisii  linn,  1  will  grant  him  his  life,  and  take  his 
ransom,  and  by  tins  means  we  shall  spare  the  lives  ol 
the  people,  anti  be  released  from  war  and  carnage, 
and  then  return  home  to  our  eoumry 

Tile  Dicssciigev  rcLunicd  to  King  .rfizcemah,  and 
informed  him  of  the  conditions  Kobab  had  ])voposcd 
He  agreed,  and  consented,  and  untncchatolv  he 
came  down  to  llic  iiehl,  and  lie  ivas  like  a  hjrJoirs 
hon ,  he  galloped  and  charged  hefote  the  warnore, 
and  rushed  in  to  ihc  scene  of  blows  and  thrusts 
Queen  Eobab  dashed  down  on  him.  mounted  on  a 
ravcn-colourccl  steed,  stroiig-smcwcd  She  chargctl 
willi  iimi  ovc)  die  plain  till  tlie  liorscmen  were 
amazed  Then  tlicy  began  tlie  storm  and  bluster, 
die  sport  and  exertion,  the  give  and  take,  the  strug¬ 
gle  and  the  wrestle,  and  every  eye  gazed  intently 
on  them,  and  every  neck  was  stretched  out  iit 
them.  Just  then  passed  bettreen  them  tiro  match¬ 
less  spear-thrusts.  King  Juzccmalfs  was  the  first, 
so  roused  was  he  by  the  terrors  and  calamities  that 
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threatened  him*  But  when  Robnb  beheld  the  spear- 
thrust  coming  upon  her,  and  that  death  was  in  it, 
she  bent  herselF  fonvnrd  till  hei  breast  touched  the 
horse,  and  the  wcli-aimcd  thrust  passed  without 
cftecu  She  then  replaced  herself  on  her  saddle,  und 
dashed  lunously  at  hmi,  niid  attacked  fiim  she 
struck  him  with  horror,  and  drove  lire  spear  through 
his  chest,  and  forced  out  the  point  sparkling  at  his 
back.  He  tottered  from  his  horse,  and  his  senses 
were  uuniliilalcd  Then  the  Arabs  assailed  one 
anotliei ,  and  tiic  earth  shook  beneatli  them  Blows 
fell  right  and  wrong,  necks  were  hewn  off,  and 
hoary  beards  were  stained  with  blood  'fhe  strug¬ 
gle  was  mtense;  and  all  the  Arabs  m  those  vallies 
were  in  universal  commotion,  like  so  many  Gcnn 
Soon  fled  tlic  tribe  of  Abs  and  Adnan  and  all 
thou  allies,  and  sought  their  homes  and  «ihodes  iit 
fear  of  death  and  annihilation,  neither  did  they 
halt  in  their  flight  and  rout  till  tliey  reached  their 
own  camp,  and  when  they  learnt  the  extent  of  their 
misfortimo,  and  how  many  kings  and  cliiefs  had 
been  slam,  tlic  lamentations  were  general  Calami¬ 
ties  struck  them  all ,  they  threw  down  then  tents 
and  pavilions ,  and  thus  tliey  continued  seven  days 
and  nights,  when  King  Amroo  seated  himself  on  the 
throne  of  Ins  father,  and  the  Arabs  came  to  con¬ 
dole  with  him,  and  congratulated  him  on  Ins  king¬ 
dom.  But  he  lived  only  a  short  lime,  and  when 
he  died  Ins  brother  Zoheur  succeeded  him,  and 
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reigned  in  glory  and  power.  His  authority  was 
universally  achnowledged,  and  the  Arabian  tribes, 
fai  and  near,  obeyed  and  feared  hini  liis  subjects 
were  happy  under  Ins  dominion,  on  account  of  bis 
great  influence,  and  chiefs  liastenwl  to  testily  their 
allegiance.  As  soon  he  was  cstablislicd  on  Ins 
throne  be  i;csolved  on  taking  his  revenge,  and  for 
this  purpose  he  assembled  Ins  armies  and  aaxdiaues, 
i^nd  demanded  the  presence  of  all  the  Arabian 
princes. 

In  a  short  time  his  troops  were  all  prepared,  and 
iminediately  he  set  out  on  his  cxpcdiiiou  against 
the  hostile  tribe  of  llceyan  and  their  Queen  llobuli 
He  stopped  not  till  lie  entered  then*  coimtiy.  As 
soon  as  the  Pnnccss  was  intornicd  of  this  invasion, 
she  cnllcil  togclliei  hci  adherents,  who  came  from 
all  parts  and  from  (he  niountuins  >  but  they  feared 
for  then  families,  and  tlic’f'  wives,  and  their  ca*de 
and  camels.  They  marched  eagerly  to  the  conflict, 
and  delayed  not  a  moment  till  they  att.'icked  the 
tribe  of  Abs  they  rushed  forwards  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  dcstiroy  them.  ’Ihe  two  tribes  soon  engaged 
Fierce  was  the  combat  and  loud  the  clamour  on  all 
sides  The  battle  raged ,  dreacUiil  were  the  blow's 
of  the  sabre,  and  frequent  the  rush  of  darts  and 
javelins,  numbers  were  wounded,  every  wamoi 
stood  firm  ,  but  the  cowards  fled  patient  were  the 
noble  hearted,  but  tlic  weak  sought  safety  ui  flight. 
Many  drank  tlie  bitter  poison  of  death  King 
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Zoheir  encountered  the  queen  of  Rceyan  on  the 
field  of  battle,  whilst  she  was  encouraging  hei 
troops  The  King  furiously  assaulted  her,  and 
exclaimed,  Kevengc  ft>i  King  Jazecinali.”  He 
then  hurled  his  lance  and  struck  hci  on  the  chest, 
and  forced  out  the  weapon  between  her  shouiderR, 
and  again  cried  out — 0  by  (he  noble  Arabs  ’  'fhcir 
only  reply  was  a  loud  scream,  and  tlic  battle  still 
continued.  But' when  the  tribe  of  Reeyan  saw  the 
Princess  dead,  ami  pcrccivetl  then  attempls  wore 
frustratccl,  they  were  alarmed  Then  rushed  for¬ 
ward  the  tribe  of  Abs,  and  attac’^od  tlicm  with 
renewed  violence.  The  Ilcc^’antans  were  routed, 
and  fled  towards  thou  babitalions, — tlio  Absians 
pursued  them,  and  spread  desolation  among  them  , 
slew  them  with  their  swords,  and  dispersed  them 
amongst  then  vnlds  and  deserts,  until  ihcy  reached 
their  country,  whore  they  took  possession  of  llieir 
tents  and  plundered  then  property,  Zohen  re¬ 
turned  home  and  rejoiced  in  the  execution  of  Ins 
vengeance  Me  divided  the  wealth  and  lands  of 
all  that  belonged  to  Ins  enemies  among  Ins  own 
people,  and  all  the  spoil  was  given  to  the  rich  and 
poor,  to  his  slaves  and  lus  chiefs.  Many  of  the 
hostile  leaders  were  put  to  death  all  the  Arabs  fai 
and  near  wore  terrified  at  the  extent  of  his  domi¬ 
nion,  and  the  power  of  his  arm. 

At  this  period  the  Caaba  and  the  holy  Mecca 
weie  visited,  os  at  this  day  Numerous  were  the 
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pilgrims  at  tho  shrmc  of  Abraham.  Sacrca  were  the 
months  of  prlgnniagc ,  and  had.  a  ftian  even  killed 
Ins  latiiui  at  that  ])ovuul,  lus  crime  wjis  tievci  mcn- 
taoned.  ZdIicii,  afiei  he  hud  accomplishott  tliese 
glonons  tlcah,  wished  to  make  a  ]>ilgrimugc, 
wliu'li  he  execinctl,  .ittemled  l)y  all  the  chiel^i  ot 
his  inbe.  11  is  aclnunitum  was  great  m  ]^crlorming 
the  ceiemiiuy  ’>1  walking  round  the  Caniia,  and  iii 
kissiim  the  sacicd  stone  On  Ins  return  lumio*  he 

o 

was  ini-Muii''  itji  erect  a  biiildmg  similar  to  tiie  saeied 
ahitho}  pdgiim.s  slionld  rc.^orl,  H‘l<ere  Ira- 
vellers  uuglu  he  ontecUuried,  and  llic  hungry  fed, 
and  the  (eaHiil  be  in  security ,  m  whose  piecuicts 
no  (leasts  oi  pie\  slumld  he  chased ,  uo  blood 
should  he  sfietl  ^  <iud  a  transgressor  ot*ni\  law  slioU 
be  iiistanlh  put  U»  deatii  wuh  this  s^void,  he  ex¬ 
claimed  'riicse  sentiments  he  expressed  to  his 
tribe  assembled  m  couned  All  were  in  dismays  at 
tins  lesoiutioii.  but  no  out  dared  ui  disapjirovo  oi 
make  any  answer  But  itn  old  Sbiekh,  who  had 
passed  all  liis  rlavs  in  ])('nismg  ancient  ch^nncJcs^ 
and  wa*.  uo))  aoquauiied  with  vil)  the  savings  of  tlie 
wise  men.  w)i«  itckmuvIeiSged  the  unify  of  God,  the 
luaker  of  (he  heavens  and  the  earth,  ventured  Airtli, 
and  expostulaied  with  ZuhtMi,  telling  Iiiin  tlic  Ciuiba 
was  the  mansion  of  die  hlesscil  Abraham,  and  were 
he  to  presume  to  mutate  it,  .i  cruel  tieuth  would 
avenge  tlie  insult,  and  thus  ho  addressed  him  — 

“  O  great  King,  0  Son  of  noble  chiefs  *  hold  and 
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listen  to  my  words,  and  renounce  tlic  habits  af‘ 
“  the  ignobly  bom  Mount  not  the  horse  of 
“  Outrage,  for  it  will  not  rescue  thee  from  the 
messengers  of  Death  aud  soon  mayest  thou  ex- 
‘‘pect  him,  should’st  thou  erect  in  the  desert  a 
“  mansion  like  the  sacred  «hnnt  of  the  Caaba 
“  shoiddst  thou  establish  similar  rites  aud  cciemonies 
“  and  resemblances  to  Menah  aud  Zengein  and  the 
"  temple  Away,  away,  their  land  is  the  land  of  a 
“  tube  superior  to  all  mankind ,  and  from  them  shall 
apficar  a  noted  man,  the  prophet  of  God,  tlie  torch 
'  ‘  of  darkness,  whose  faith  sliail  extend  cast  and  west 
with  die  death  boarmg-sword  of  a  noble  warrior. 
Away  with  what  tliou  hast  said,  for  thy  God  is  swift 
of  vengeance 

The  King  was  not  easily  dissuaded,  but  at  last 
gave  way  to  the  argument  of  the  Chief,  and  no 
longer  persisted  m  Ins  resolution  he  was  moreover 
induced  to  resign  his  plan  in  compliance  with  all  Ins 
Chiefb,  who  seconded  the  word  of  the  Shiekh  In 
tins  situation  remained  King  Zoheir  for  some  years, 
when  lie  became  anxious  to  marry,  and  to  take  a 
wife  eminent  for  her  beauty,  and  elegance  of  form, 
and  of  a 'noble  family  He  made  all  enquiries  on 
the  subject,  and  at  last  heaul  there  was  an  Arab, 
strong  and  mighty  in  arms,  and  a  famous  horseman, 
called  Amroo,  son  of  Shedeed,  and  lie  had  a  daugh 
tor  whose  name  was  Temadhur,  whose  equal  was  to 
be  found  neither  m  the  plains  nor  m  the  cities.  Hci 
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lather  was  a  severe  man,  and  would  let  no  one 
address  her,  saying  his  diuighter  would  not  niarr) 
When  Zohcu  hoard  this,  ho  longed  for  her  as  a 
thirsty  man  wislies  to  have  water.  He  pictured  to 
liimself  her  perfections,  before  lie  bad  ascertained 
her  worth  by  enquiries.  However,  ho  did  not  send 
to  demand  her  in  maniage,  but  made  her  lathei 
some  handsome  presents,  and  evinced  llie  greatest 
fondness  for  him,  making  him  one  of  his  parUculai 
coinpaniouh,  and  thus  ginned  his  nllcclions,  He  then 
persuaded  him  to  come  and  settle  iii  his  counlrjk , 
expressing  his  great  love  foi  lum ,  and  thus  lie 
never  ate  or  diank  but  in  Ills  society. 

The  excess  of  lus  })assiou  increased  daily,  to  siuh 
a  degree,  lhat  he  resolved  to  assenil'le  u  piuty  of  Ins 
foUowerb  culled  the  tube  of  Ghonib,  and  instnicl 
them  to  attack  the  funnly  ol  Aniroo,  and  phindei 
his  projierty,  but  not  to  kill  any  oik,  oi  do  m\\ 
personal  injury  So  by  tins  stratagem  he  expected 
to  discover  T^einadhur  among  lus  prisoners,  and  tlieii 
liavc  nn  opportunity  ot  speaking  to  bei  TJie  tribe  oJ 
Gbornb  were  accordingly  ordered  on  this  expedition, 
and  instantly  llicy  set  out,  in  number  live  liundrei) 
Witiiout  difficulty  they  seized  the  property,  look 
Aniroi>  prisoner  with  Ins  n-de  and  fannjj,  and 
plundeicd  Ins  camels  and  cattle,  but  refrained  from 
slaying  any  one  Wlien  tlic  JCmg  lieurd  wliat  liad 
happcnetlj  he  niountetl  lus  horse  m  order  to  behold 
wliat  he  anxiously  desired.  He  found  them  ui  dismay, 
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expecting  assistance  from  the  tribe  of  Abs  The 
fmnily  were  looking  at  their  flocks  dispersed  about, 
but  Tcmiulluir  was  standing  at  the  door  ot  the  tent^ 
blooiumf;  as  the  diiwninir  siin,  and  her  forehead  briglil 
ns  Its  niys,  and  her  checks  were  red  ils  the  piony, 
her  hair  dishevelled,  black  as  night.  When  Zoheir 
saw  this,  hib  passion  greatly  increased ,  he  cried 
out,  and  instantly  his  people  rushed  forwnrtl  and 
tiinouslv  attacked  the  tribe  of  Ghorab  the  women 
fled,  but  Zohcir  oidoi  ed.  llcbm,  son  of  Jead,  to  hide 
Temodhiu  under  her  veil,  winch  was  accordingly 
done 

Thirty  prisoners  were  secured  belonging  to  the 
tribe  of  Ghorab ,  they  and  then  property  were  de¬ 
livered  u]) ,  and  when  tpiiec  was  rcstorwk  (he  King 
ordered  a  magnificent  feast  to  be  ])re])ai'ed,  that  he 
might  make  merry  with  Ins  Irtlic  and  followers  They 
and  the  fUthcrofTcmadhur  soon  assembled  together, 
and  in  less  (ban  an  hour  grief  was  cunveitcd  into 
joy,  the  wmc  was  plentifully  distributed,  and  the 
uproar  was  grcal.  The  King  soon  became  intoxica¬ 
ted,  and  launched  out  into  violent  praise  of  .Vtnroo 
the  son  of  Shedecd  ,  and  he  ceased  not  to  extol  and 
laud  his  dcetls  till  the  tears  came  into  Ins  eyes,  and 
the  WHio  disordered  Ins  senses  'J'hen  Amrou  got 
on  hi3  legs  and  addressed  Zoliuir  —0  mighty  and 
magnanimous  King,  I  am  your  slave  My  tongue 
fails  in  description  of  your  virtues  God  has  given 
me  nothing  that  I  prize  butniy  daughter  leniadhiir, 
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from  whom  I  liave  kept  all  suitors  I  request  of  ye, 
assembled  Chiefs,  that  he  may  accept  her  as  his 
handmaiden 

As  soon  as  Zohcir  heard  this,  he  rejoiced  and  was 
glad,  and  the  iVbsmns  answered,  and  we  too  will 
bog  King  Zoheir  to  accept  her,  and  to  cause  tlie 
dauirhters  of  noble  clnefs  to  wan  on  hei  As  soon 
as  Zoheu  heard  tliese  words,  lu*  leaped  up,  and 
taking  the  old  man  by  tlie  liand,  most  eai*nestly 
cntieatcil  liim  to  consent  lie  richly  clothed  him, 
and  made  him  handsome  jirescnts,  and  then  said, 
She  sliall  be,  0  Chief,  equal  to  tlie  most  elevated 
m  lank,  .md  highest  in  dignity  ''Plic  marriage 
canopy  was  instantly  pitched,  and  diere  was  no 
further  dcniin  Tlie  diimselh  advanced  coiiductinij 
the  concealed  treasure.  Her  approach  was  at  that 
moment  sweeter  to  him  tiian  sleep  to  the  weaned 
eyelids,  and  h,  behold  m  iier  the  stem  of  a  liill  reed, 
and  tlie  rose  ol'  tlic  soul  They  were  irrnucdiately 
united  ,  on  the  second  day  Zolicir  arose  and  tliankcd 
Ins  fortune,  irritated  as  ho  liiid  been  He  made 
presents,  and  distribuled  the  gold  and  silver,  and  he 
made  Amroo's  people  remain  with  him,  that  he 
might  treat  them  ior  seven  days,  when  he  made  the 
marnage-foast,  slaughtering  camels  and  sjieep. 

The  King's  surprise  and  delight  made  ham  so 
vain  and  conceited,  that  at  last  he  imparted  to  his 
wife  !.he  stratagem  liy  wlncli  he  had  obtoincd  her 
without  a  dower  or  settlement  When  she  heard 
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this,  ber  soul  revolted  at  the  act  She  was  a  shrewd 
smnaii,  but  she  said  nothing  to  him  about  it 
all  the  next  day,  when  intoxicated,  he  wished  to  caress 
iier,  she  repulsed  liim,  and  turning  away  from  him, 
said — Arc  you  not  ashamed  of  what  you  have 
done  ?  Do  you  pretend  to  hbernlity  and  generosity, 
and  thus  seize  the  daughters  of  brave  men  by  force, 
and  refuse  them  a  dower  •* 

These  words  irritated  the  Chief  greatly,  and  lie 
answered,  I  have  not  been  so  avaricious ,  1  iiad 
recourse  to  tins  violent  act,  because  youi  father 
yielded  not  to  my  proposals,  and  repulsed  all  sin- 
tors  from  you.  I  had  llierefore  no  otlier  means  of 
dealing  with  Jnm  but  by  this  outrage,  and  you 
know,  that  Jiad  your  father  accepted  my  proposals 
for  marriage  al  first,  then  you  would  have  seen  what 
I  would  have  given  you,  and  the  dowei  I  would 
have  presented  You  have  confessed  the  deed,  she 
replied,  and  you  have  won  me  by  force ,  ibis  is  the 
work  of  violence ,  but  we  are  indeed  more  canning 

than  you. 

As  soon  as  Zoheii  heard  these  words  he  was 
greatly  enraged,  and  Ins  anger  exceeded  all  bounds, 
he  rose  from  his  bed  and  exclaimed.  Where  have 
you  seen  any  folly  in  me  ?  and  where,  as  you  say, 
are  you  more  sagacious  than  I  am  ?  Be  not  angry, 
O  King,  said  she ,  know  that  he  who  speaks  too 
fi'cely  ivill  often  have  a  bitter  I'cply,  and  he  who 
contemptuously  treats  women,  will  get  into  difficub 
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ties.  Know  then  lhal  I  am  the  stslcr  of  that  womnjj 
you  behold,  so  boaiiUrul  and  fan  ,  you  have  not 
succeeded  witli  lici,  and  Imvc  not  ublaineil  ])osscs- 
sioii  of  Iicr  chnvins  She  is  more  bcavilirul  thuu  the 
sun  and  moon  I  am  not  ivorthy  to  l)o  her  hand¬ 
maid  T  do  not  jiossoss  a  particle  of  lici  diarms 
Oil  the  face  oi  the  earth  there  is  nol  liei  equal 
auu)m’:sfc  ilie  diuitcliters  of  Arabia  there  is  not  her 
like.  your  diow  of  Jilierality  you  deceived  my 
lathoi  ,  he  gave  me  to  yon  ,  but  my  sister's  name  is 
Tcmndhin,  at  the  sight  oi'  whom  cv^ery  bcboUlei  is 
anuizcd,  and  every  heart  is  lu  ra]itiires  lliiL  I  am 
ealled  Khahm.  and  between  Jier  and  me  tiicic  is  a 
vast  dritaiicc^  botli  in  beauiy  and  disposiiiou  ,  but 
It  IS  now  too  late  hail  vou  not  done  this,  I  would 
not  have  inlornied  you  of  what  has  ^xissod. 

The  pleasing  dream  /led  How  can  I  believe  you  ^ 
said  the  King  said  she,  y  ou  wisli  to  prove  iny 
words,  \ou  have  onlv  to  ordei  Home  old  wtiman  to 
go  ami  look  at  niy  sister  behind  her  veil,  and  then 
the  1 1  lull  and  mistake  will  he  evident.  No  human 
being  can  behold  your  sislci,  added  lie,  Init  a  mci  - 
chunl,  01  .1  black sniilh,  ni  an  astrologer,  oi  a 
pcrruinoi  Yini  arc  riglit,  she  replied,  I'oi  the 
dtutglilcrs  o('  j\i'al)ta  value  the  goods  of  a 
merchanu  a  bliicksnnlh,  an  astrology,  and  ,i  pca- 
fumei  I'ligi,  said  the  King,  lliere  is  no  intelli¬ 
gence  like  the  eyes,  and  no  sight  like  the  hearing 
of  the  cars,  i  am  myseli  an  Arab,  and  I  must 
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undci’lake  the  business  myself  I  will  execute  all 
that  IS  necessary,  and  will  go  to  your  liouse  lu  the 
ibrm  of  a  peviumci* 

He  slept  till  the  day  dawned,  when  he  said  to  his 
attendants,  If  any  one  should  demand  admiltancc 
to  me  to-moiTow,  say  You  cannot  enter  to  day  He 
undressed  himself  and  took  ofl'  his  royal  lobcs,  and 
habited  himself  as  a  poor  man,  and  took  with  him 
some  perfumes  and  drugs ,  for  he  was  greatly  vexed 
at  what  had  passed  He  departed  from  liis  tent,  Ins 
loins  girt  round,  and  Ins  tect  naked,  and  when  lie 
was  at  some  distance  he  quickened  his  jiacc 

But  his  wiic  Tcmadhui,  as  soon  as  the  King  was 
gone,  also  rose,  and  threw  off  her  veil,  and  |)iitling 
on  the  cloak  of  her  husband,  dressed  herself  as  Ji 
man,  and  leaving  the  tent,  sought  the  lent  of  hei 
tamily.  When  she  reached  it,  she  sent  for  hci 
mothei,  and  her  father,  and  her  brotliers,  and  told 
them  all  she  had  heard  from  the  King  hei  husband. 
When  her  fathei  and  brothers  heard  this,  tl  y  rc 
greatly  surprised  at  hei  cunning  and  her  disguise 
She  kissed  her  father,  and  said  to  him,  Do  you  and 
iny  brothers  withdraw  instantly  and  conceal  yom- 
selves  close  at  hand ,  and  when  King  Zoheii 
arrives  and  comes  towards  us,  with  his  cloak-bog 
over  ills  shoulders,  we  wdl  let  him  in  and  detain 
him ,  do  you  also  rush  in,  and  instantly  lay  hold  of 
lum,  keep  him  fast,  and  do  not  let  him  go  until 
he  makes  good  the  marriage  dower ,  or  we  shall 
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bu  a  acaiickl  among  tlic  Ai'abs.  And  if  he  abuses 
you  Ibr  this,  tell  him  it  is  a  return  for  his  acts 
to^s'ards  us,  and  ilie  disgraces  his  stratagem  has 
brought  on  youj  cl«augj>!cj.  On  tins,  tliey  retired^ 
nrmcil  themselves  with  swords^  anti  lay  concealed. 
Tcmadluir  took  off  Iier  man's  attire,  and  put  on  tJio 
robes  of  a  secluded  female,  and  drew  her  veil  over 
lu‘i  eyes,  and  black oned  her  eyelids  with  antimony, 
and  sat (lown,  expeermg Zohav  ivoiiid  arrive,  conver¬ 
sing  III  the  metm  time  with  her  mothei 

Zoiien  soon  appeared  from  amongst  the  tents, 
and  his  eyes  were  like  the  eyes  of  a  lox  Temad- 
liuds  mother  cried  out,  Entei,  merchant,  have  you 
any  per  fumes  that  will  suit  my  daughter?  He 
entered,  and  throwing  down  Ins  cloak-ban-  off  his 
shonldeis,  and  looking  towards  Ins  wife,  said  Are 
the  periumes  for  tins  damsel  ^  Yes,  said  she  He  was 
much  confounded,  but  asked  her  name  She  said, 
Temadhui  He  then  asked,  Have  you  any  other 
daughter^  Yes,  said  she,  her  sister,  whose  name  is 
Jvhidau,  but  when  King  Zolieir  demanded  her  in 
niarrmgc,  we  did  not  consent  to  it,  and  so  gave  him 
her  sister  He  knows  nothing  about  it  but  we 
hope  to  marry  her  to  one  of  the  noblest  chiefs. 

Tlie  light  became  darkness  m  Ins  eyes  He 
thought  within  himself,  verily  1  will  carry  off  this 
damsel,  and  her  fatlicr  and  brothers  shall  die  with 
rage.  And  when  he  wished  that  they  would  choose 
some  of  hi5  drugs,  that  he  might  return,  the  father 
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and  brothers  rtished  upon  hiiu  Tike  lions,  seized 
limi,  and  bound  him  hand  and  foot  IIis  wife  stood 
belore  hnn,  and  tlirew  off  her  veil,  and  rejoicing  in 
lier  heart,  O  King,  said  she,  what  think  jou  of  yoia 
situation  and  your  artifices  ^  Who  of  us  is  the  most 
cunning  ^ 

The  King  was  in  despair,  and  considered  liimseir 
as  dead ,  but  when  he  saw  his  wife,  Ins  life  and 
spirits  ro\  ivcd  Well,  jaid  he,  what  do  you  intend 
by  tins  ?  Youi  disgrace  foi  your  acts  towards  us, 
replied  she,  and  your  boast  in  having  giit  possession 
of  me  by  Iraud  and  deceit ,  and  wc  swear  by  Grod 
and  Abraham,  vve  will  not  lei  you  go,  neither  shall 
you  see  me  yield  to  you,  or  hsteii  to  you,  or  obey 
you,  until  you  grant  me  a  favour,  and  swear  by  the 
Holy  Zemzen  that  you  w'lll  give  to  inv  lather  and 
bretliven  your  protection,  ami  confirm  my  muriiagc 
with  a  grant  ol*  camels  and  otiier  beasts  Do  tins 
in  mediately,  or  you  shall  fi)r  everrenuun  in  durance 

Wiicn  Zoheir  iicurd  what  sfie  saul,  he  smiled  at 
what  she  had  done,  and  was  ashamed  ol  his  own 
deeds,  I  will  give  you,  said  he,  five  bundled  camels , 
so  now  let  me  go  It  is  not  enough  loi  one  lioui 
that  I  have  been  your  wnfe,  said  she.  I  will  more¬ 
over,  continued  be,  add  five  luindred  Ingli  priced 
camels*  “^niat,  sard  she,  will  be  even  little  for  a 
single  day  If,  0  Temadhur,  cried  Zoheir,  you 
must  reckon  up  every  hour  of  each  night,  and  each 
day,  and  buy  tlicm  as  at  a  tnorkef,  you  wdl  take 


rf02n  me  my  pi'operty,  both  my  jie-camels  and 
she-cftiDpls  Upon  tiiiit  she  smiJcil,  nnd  let  linn  loose, 
nnd  thev  settled  the  busmoss  between  them, 
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(htil  he  slionid  give  them  a  ihousaml  lie  ami  she- 
caincls,  twenty  liorses,  lilty  male  siiivcs,  and  filty  fc- 
nuile  To  this  he  swore  by  the  God  of  the  holy 
shrine  of  Zcinzeni  and  Meknin  Tlu  y  then  went 
todinnci,aml  lie  icmmiicd  with  them  until  dark, 
when  lie  returned  witli  Ins  wile,  hci  llithci  and 
brothers  in  company  until  they  came  to  his  tent, 
there  tlicy  sejiaraled,  King  Zoheir  retiring  to  his 
ivjfc ,  and  as  his  loi^c  for  liei  greatly  inereased  by 
reason  ot’  her  condnci,  he  gave  her  vast  ])osse?sionb, 
but  no  one  knew  what  had  hajijiencd  to  him,  and 
tliing.->  remained  in  tins  state  until  she  brought  forth 
ton  sons,  all  like  lions  ,  ol'  wlioin  were  Slias,  Keseer, 
Caib,  Naksliel,  Malik,  Nooliil,  liaiitli,  Khidash, 
Wnreah,  Gaiulil,  and  alterwaids  one  thuighlcr, 
wlio  was  Mootejeredah. 

And  It  was  a  custom  among  the  Arabs,  that  nlien 
.1  woman  brought  loidi  ten  nude  children,  she 
should  be  ealhvi  Mooiiejcba,  i.  e.  ennobled,  and  lier 
namebe  jmbJished  among-st  ilieAnibs,  and  they  used 
to  pay  tliai  the  wile  ol  s\idi  a  one  is  ennobled  Now 
Mooiojeredab,  the  daugiitci  of  King  Zohen,  was 
the  beauty  of  the  age,  .md  in  wil  and  hcnsc  snrpas- 
se<l  all  the  daughters  of  Aiahin  And  Falmut,  the 
daughter  of  llewiscb,  was  also  a  Hoouejeba,  the 
wife  of  Zeead,  the  son  of  Abdidlah,  and  she  also 


brought  ib^’th  ten  sons  ,  they  were  calletl  Rebia, 
Amavah,  Ans,  HafiZ)  Talib,  Ghalib,  Dmrak, 
Amroo,  and  Zitak.  Thus  the  duldrcii  of  Zolicu, 
and  Carad,  and  Zeead,  became  Ihc  chiefs  of  the 
tribe  of  Abs,  and  their  noble  lead cis,  paiticularly 
ihc  family  of  Carad,  who  consisted  of  Sliedad, 
Malek,  and  ZaklmieUooi  Jewad,  who  were  allillus- 
tnoiis  'ivarriors  King  Zoheir  was  estahlishod  in  his 
dominions,  and  all  the  Arabs  and  Kings  ol  the  age 
obeyed  him,  and  sent  liim  presents  from  every 
{[iiartci.  And  the  tribe  ol  Abs  passed  ihcir  lime 
in  plundering  and  killing  the  chieftains,  till  all 
Arabia  was  overawed  by  their  ])owci,  .incl  all  the 
dwellers  of  the  deserts  feared  them. 

Now  the  nairators  of  this  History,  Asinael,  and 
Zolicinah,  and  Aboo  Obeidah  state,  that  ten  horse¬ 
men  of  the  family  of  Caratl  quitted  the  country  to 
seek  their  fortunes,  .ind  .imong  them  was  Shedad 
the  son  of  Carad,  and  ho  was  called  the  Kiiiglil.  ol 
Jirwet,  foi  his  marc  w^as  called  Jirw  et,  w'iiose  like 
was  unknown.  Kings  negotiated  with  him  lor  liei, 
but  he  would  not  part  with  her,  and  would  accept 
of  no  ofier  or  bribe  foi  hci ,  and  thus  lie  used  to 
talk  of  her  in  Ins  verses 

“  Seek  not  to  purchase  my  liorse,  foi  Jirwolis  not 
“  to  be  bought  or  borrowed  I  am  a  strong  castle 
on  her  back,  and  in  her  bounds  is  glory  andgreat- 
ness  I  would  not  part  w  ith  hei  ivcrc  stiings  of 
camels  to  come  to  me  with  their  shepherds  follow 
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ing  thorn,  She  flies  with  the  wmd  without  wuigs, 
and  tears  up  the  waste  anil  the  desori.  I  will  keep 
her  for  the  day  of  calamities,  and  slio  will  rescue 
me  when  the  battle-dust  rises 
The  ]iarty  set  out  from  the  land  of  Shiierebiih  ♦ 
the  ten  were  till  reputed  w'arriors  and  famed  liorsc- 
uicii,  they  wei’e  all  clothed  m  iron  armour  and 
brilliant  ciijnissei>,  their  object  was  to  obtain  liorses 
.ind  eamehs.  Tliey  contmued  tlieii  journey  till 
diev  entered  the  country  of  Cahtan  they  ky  con¬ 
cealed  all  ilay,  and  only  travelled  by  lughl.  At 
length  liiey  reaciieil  tiie  movuitains  <if  Aja  and 
Selma ,  and  there,  between  hvo  hills,  they  discovered 
a  wealthy  tribe,  possessed  <if  considerable  property 
and  grout  riches ,  tliey  were  called  tlie  U'lbe  of 
Jezeela  Numerous  w'cre  thou  tents,  and  their 
ilwcllings,  and  their  warlike  weapons,  8cc.,  and  the 
camp  was  like  the  boisterous  sea  dashing  its  waves 
•>0  niuncrous  wore  ihcir  slaves,  and  attendants,  and 
tJieir  liorses  of  various  colours  It  was  a  tribe  undei 
no  apprcheiisKin  tram  the  changes  of  fortune 
And  wlieu  tlic  Absmiis  pereeivcd  their  vast  wcaltli 
and  prosperous  situation,  they  feared  to  attack  them, 
so  they  accordingly  quitted  tlicin  and  made  for  their 
pasture  ground,  where  they  perceived  a  tliousand 
camels  grazing,  there  being  much  grass  m  that  spot, 
and  with  them  was  a  black  woman,  who  w  as  watch¬ 
ing  them.  She  was  uncommonly  beautiful  and  well- 
shaped  ,  her  appearance  was-^eTegant  and  stnlaiig  „ 
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mid  witli  her  were  two  children,  looking  idtoi  the 
camels  and  rinniuig  about.  As  soon  as  the  iVbsiaiis 
saw  the  camels,  they  allackcil  them,  ami  hiiiUed 
them  like  hares  with  tlicir  s]>eais,  then  drove  lliem 
awtu,  together  with  the  woman  and  childreiK  yet 
keejimg  in  the  reiu,  reaciv  to  attack  whoever  might 
overtake  them,  and  llie\  had  not  gone  far  ere  the 
people  came  alter  them,  crying  out,  Whither  would 
fliglil  seenro  you,  you  wretches ''  here  are  we  m 
pursuit  oi  you  Verily  your  (ect  have  borne  you  t<i 
your  rmn  and  deslntcliun  U])on  this  the  Alisiuns 
lixeil  llieu' speiu's,  ami  gave  the  rems  to  their  horses, 
and  inel  tlieii  assailants,  jioimcmg  down  on  tlicm 
like  falcons  '^I'hey  stood  firm  of  soul,  and  plied 
tlien  lances  among  them  hlnotl  flowed,  and  the 
horsemen  were  stretched  on  the  earth,  where  tliey 
left  them  as  carrion  lor  the  wild  beasts  ol  the  desert 
The  tnhe  of  Jczeelah  tleiL  onahle  to  lesisL  the  foe, 
aiul  rcrrcalcd  to  then  ovn  countr>,  then  heroes 
being  slam  and  ibeir  property  captured 

The  Ahsians  <lrove  aw'ay  the  eumelh  tind  cattle, 
and  relurnmg  home,  they  halted  l>^  the  side  of  4I 
stream,  111  ordei  to  divide  ific  property  Ihil  the 
woman  who  was  earned  olf  with  tlie  canielh  had 
made  a  great  impiessiun  on  die  heart  of  Shexiad, 
and  lie  longed  foi  hei  m  his  soul ,  hei  form  w'as 
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delicate,  lioi  e\'c  inspired  kjve,  hei  smile  was 
cnclianling,  and  her  gestures  gracehik  As  the  poet 
has  stud,  “  In  blackness  there  is  some  virtue,  d  yon 


observe  its  beauty 'Well,  thy  eyes  do  not  vcgtLvd  the 
‘‘  white  or  red.  Were  it  not  (or  the  biaeic  of  the  mole 
‘*011  11  hill  elieohj  liow  wuulti  lovers  feel  ilie  vidiio 
of  its  brilliiincy.  Were  not  iiuisk  black,  it  would 
*‘nt)L  he  precious.  Were  u  not  foi  (he  black  of 
inglif,  tile  <iuwu  Mould  not  use  ^Vere  it  not  for 
“  the  black  ol  the  eye,  where  would  be  ns  beauty? 
“  and  tlius  Jt  i»,  dint  die  black  finiber/tris  Jias  the 
“purest  Jra«(mnce"  He  ibereforo  look  tlie  woman, 
/iiul  gave  tJieni  the  booty,  iJjut  they  nn^lit  renounce 
Uei  So  he  kept  lier  to  Inmsell 

This  wonuui'b  name  was  Zcbcelm,  anil  the  two 
children  M’ere  hci’s ,  the  eldest  was  called  Jercci, 
.uul  tile  vinui^est  Shibooli  lie  leniaincil  with  the 
woman  in  the  field,  aiid  the  children  teudeil  the 
(locks  SliLilad  visited  her  inonnii'^  and  evening , 
and  tims  mailers  continued  till  she  became  ])regnanl, 
and  wlicnhenimecaino,  she  brought  fbrllui  boy, black 
and  swarthy  like  an  o!e])ham,  Hat  nosed,  bleai  eyed, 
harsh  leatuivd,  siiaggy  haired,  the  coiners  ol  his 
lips  Imiiging*  down,  and  llie  inner  angles  o(’  Ins  eyes 
hioateil ,  strong  honed,  long  footeil ,  he  ivas  like  a 
fragment  of  a  eloiul,  his  eais  mnncnselv  long,  and 
witfi  eyes  wlieoce  /laslied  sparks  of  hre  His  shape, 
hmbs,  form,  and  make  resemblal  Sbedad  ,  and  She- 
dad  was  over|oyed  al  seomg  lum,  and  called  him 
Antai,  and  for  many  da  vs  Jii-  luntniued  to  gaze  on 
him  wiLli  dehglit,  lint  when  Zebeeba  wished  to 
wean  Imn^  he  grumbled  anti  growled  exceedingly, 
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and  the  corners  of  lus  eyes  became  fiery  j*ecl,  so  that 
be  ajjpoarocl  like  a  mass  ol‘  crimson  blood ,  and  this 
was  his  condition  till  lie  was  weaned.  And  be  gre^v 
up,  and  lits  name  became  known,  but  those  who 
bad  accompanied  Shedad  in  tlic  expedition,  liaving 
hcaid  of*  him,  all  wanted  to  claim  bun  as  (heirs. 
So  they  all  assembled  and  hastened  to  him,  eacli 
imagining  he  belonged  to  him,  find  gu\  e  him  his 
name ,  till  at  lust  tJiev  clispulcd  about  him,  and 
almost  drew  their  swords,  and  would  have  fought, 
had  not  respect  for  Kmg  Zohoir  jiruventecl  ihem 
The  circumstance  soon  reached  the  Jving,  who 
ordcied  them  to  his  presence  ,  and  it  hapiiciied  on 
that  day  tliat  lie  hud  many  guests  witii  him  at 
dmnci ,  and  whilst  they  were  sittinir  dow  n,  Shedad 
anti  Ins  companions  came  and  kissetl  the  groinul 
in  the  presence  of  the  King  He  asked  them  what 
hatl  happened,  aiul  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
c|uaud.  They  tlien  mrormed  Imn,  and  related  all 
that  bud  passed  between  Sliedad  and  the  ivonian  in 
tlieii  excursion ,  how  he  had  taken  lier  to  hunseli, 
and  bad  given  them  the  plundci ,  how  slic  bare  him 
a  son,  w'liosc  shape  and  appemnnee  resembled  a 
negro,  and  how  they  now  all  claimed  the  clnld  us 
their  slave,  because  he  was  very  stout  and  strong 
When  Zolieir  heard  tins  udvcnliirc  lie  w’as  greatly 
surprised,  anti  he  said  to  Shedad,  I  wish  you  would 
produce  the  young  slave  lliat  is  the  olijccl  of  con¬ 
tention,  that  I  may  see  )mn.  Upon  ihiU,  Shedad 


depm-lcd  and  brought  Antar  before  lun\ ,  and  the 
King  beheld  him,  and  lo  <  lie  was  like  a  hou  when 
he  real’s  As  soon  as  he  saw  him  he  gave  a  loud 
Hcrcuni,  and  ihrewapieec  of  meat  at  him ,  biM  a  dog 
that  was  there  got  helore  liiiii,  and  snatehed  up  the 
meat  like  a  hawk,  and  lan  away  But  Anlar  fol¬ 
lowed  ium  till  he  came  u])  with  him  ,  lie  was  great¬ 
ly  einaged,  and  seized  hold  of  him  with  all  his 
strenglli.  lie  wietiehod  open  Ins  jaws,  and  tore 
them  in  iw'ain  even  to  th<‘  shoulders,  and  snatched 
the  nieai  out  ol  Ins  month  VVlieii  the  King  saw 
tins,  he  was  astonished,  and  the  Arab  chiefs  that 
were  present  were  amazed,  and  exclaimed,  whatni- 
geninty,  witat  powci,  strxirigth,  and  abihtv  ’  O  my 
Iriends,  saul  King  Zuheii,  eonteiul  no  more  about 
such  ii  wieleh  ns  tins  '  hut  it  it  is  abstjiutely  neces¬ 
sary  that  this  business  sJiould  he  decided,  J  must 
refcM  vtai  to  the  Cadi  Bashai,  son  of‘  Codhaah  llic 
Fazaiean,  lei.  him  give  sentence  on  this  ])oint,  and 
settle  lo  whom  this  slave  belongs,  'i'eJJ 
story,  (oi  he  is  the  Cadi  of  tlic  Arabs. 

VVlien  they  heard  King  Zoheir  s  remarks,  they 
mstantly  withdrew  then  liands  irom  then  swords, 
and  mounting  their  horses,  went  hofore  the  Cadi, 
lo  whom  they  explained  wiial  liad  hapjiencd  In 
line,  lh(‘  Cadi  deeuled  that  the  child  should  be  the 
j>ro]ierty  ol  Sheclad  ;  for  he  was  then  leadei,  and 
no  one  but  him  had  anv  connexion  with  the  woman. 
You  agreed  to  die  partition,  said  he,  and  he  adixed 
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?ii8  name  to  him ,  you  have  therefore  resigned  the 
woman,  and  you  look  your  share  of  the  spoil  and 
plundoi  ,  hesitlos,  the  cliiid  resembles  Shednd 
Contend  and  be  at  variance  no  more,  hut  return  in 
peace  and  quietness.  Thus,  as  soon  as  llie  Arab 
chieJs  heard  the  Cadi's  bontence,  they  yielded  ,  a\d 
when  they  reached  theirliomes,  they  passed  their  time 
III  Incndship  and  coiidorU  Soon  aftei,  Shi^tliid  made  a 
separate  house  (oi  Zeheeba  mid  her  children,  and  he 
gave  her  whatever  she  vvaiileii,  and  consigned  over  to 
her  charge  her  two  childrcin  and  also  gave  her  particu¬ 
lar  injunction  about  her  youngest  son  called  Aiitar 
Now  Anlai  was  becoming  a  l)ig  boy,  ami  grew 
up,  and  used  to  accompany  his  mother  to  tlie  pas¬ 
tures,  and  lie  watched  the  cattle,  and  this  he  conti- 
mictl  to  do  till  he  increased  in  stature  He  used  to 
walk  and  run  about  to  harden  hnnself,  till  at  length 
his  muscles  were  strengthened,  Ins  frame  altogether 
more  robust,  and  Ins  bones  nioie  drm  and  solitl,  and 
his  sjiecch  correct  He  then  began  to  tyrannize 
over  boys  of  the  sumo  age,  and  beat  his  brothel’s , 
and  wlien  he  returned  from  the  ])astnrcs  he  amused 
bnnscll  with  the  servants  ami  women,  anti  lie  would 
eat  nothing  but  what  he  liked,  ami  whoevei 
oilended  him  lie  would  ihrnsli  with  a  stick  ,  till  lie 
tortured  him,  and  all  the  tube  were  Ins  enemies. 
He  used  to  enqiloy  himself  in  tending  llic  Hocks, 
and  as  he  conducted  them,  he  wandered  about  the 
deserts  and  plains,  and  loved  solitude  and  retirement. 


Ills  (lays  were  passed  m  roanmig  about  the  moun¬ 
tains  sides,  somclinies  riding  upon  the  dogs,  by  whieli 
he  acquired  courage  mid  intrepidity  ,  and  tluis  he 
ivcnt  on  till  he  iittmncdluR  teuUi  yeni  One  day  he 
was  wmideruin;  over  the  deserts  with  the  flocks^  and 
wlicn  tile  sun  was  hurning  hot,  lie  left  Ins  people 
and  ehmhed  up  a  tree  and  took  shelter  Iroin  the 
heal,  whilst  the  flocks  grazed,  and  he  watched  iheiu, 
•when  k) '  .i  wolf  started  iVoni  behind  the  trees,  atul 
dispersed  them.  Hut  Antar  seeing  how  the  amnial 
had  chs]iersod  the  herds,  he  descended  and  ran  aflci 
liuu  till  he  overlook  him,  and  struck  him  with  lus 
stair  between  the  eyes,  he  made  the  oil  ol‘lus  braiiih 
lly  out  from  between  lus  cars,  and  slew  him  ,  lie  then 
vut  oir  Ills  head  mid  lus  legs,  and  returned  grtjwling 
like  an  iiiigry  lion  And  so  thou  wouldst  dcvoui 
AnturV  (locks  ^  cned  he,  addrcssuig  luniHcil  to  the 
dcatl  wolt\  but  thou  dost  not  know  that  he  18  a 
savage  hoiu  He  put  the  head  and  legs  into  tlie  scrip 
he  hud  with  Inin ,  leaving  d>i^,/:;^rcaso,  he  returned 
to  the  flocks,  and  thus  s})ol^*^ 

Oil  thou  wolj,  eager  lor  death,  I  have  left  thee 
“  wallowing  in  dust,  and  spoiled  of  life,  thou  woiildst 
have  the  run  of  my  Hocks,  but  1  have  left  thee 
dyed  wiili  blood — thou  woiddst  ilis])crse  my  slicep, 
mid  lliou  knowesL  I  aiii  a  bon  that  never  (cars 
“  1’lns  is  the  way  I  lr(?a(,  thee,  thou  dog  of  the  desert. 
‘‘  Hast  ever  before  seen  battle  and  wars 

About  evening  AiUar  reached  ins  dwelling ,  his 
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motliei  took  the  basket  from  him,  and  there  slie 
saw  the  wolPs  head  and  logs.  She  was  quite  con¬ 
founded,  but  said  notliing.  She  presented  them  to 
Shedad,  who  only  desired  her  not  to  let  him  stray 
about  Do  thou  and  he  mind  tlie  cattle,  and  go  not 
far  into  the  wilds,  lest  some  foe  meet  thee  Zebeebn 
promised  oboclionce  to  the  words  ol’  her  lord,  and 
the  next  day  she  departed'  with  her  three  ehdtlren 
to  the  pastures,  whithci  they  drove  the  herds  to 
graxe  among  the  plains  and  the  hills  But  Antai 
rode  about  the  country  on  tlie  horses,  and  obmmed 
strength  and  agility  by  the  exercise ,  lie  drove  them 
over  the  steeps,  hurling  his  reed  spear  at  tlie  iiunks 
of  the  Irces,  and  his  mother  concealed  these  cucum- 
stances  from  his  fatliei,  fearing  he  would  heat  him 
or  kill  him*  It  was  thus  he  became  bold  and  hardy , 
Ins  limbs  were  robust,  his  bodily  powers  increased, 
and  Ins  mind  was  inqirovcd  by  courage  and  intre¬ 
pidity.  And  when  a  camel  would  stray  away,  he 
would  cry  out  and  make  it  stop,  and  ho  would 
struggle  with  and  subdue  the  mightiest  of  the  herds, 
and  when  lie  seized  one  by  the  tail,  he  lore  it  of!' , 
and  when  they  resisted  linn,  he  would  strike  them 
on  the  back  of  tlic  liead,  or  tear  ojicii their  mouths, 
and  dins  he  continued  liia  feats  till  all  the  servants 
were  afraid  of  him,  and  every  one  lai  and  neai 
dreaded  Inin. 

Now  King  Zoheu  had  two  hundred  slaves  that 
tended  his  herds  of  he  and  she-caiiiels,  and  all  hi^ 
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soTis  had  the  same.  Slias  was  the  eldest  of  his 
and  heir  to  his  possessions,  and  Shas  had  a  slave 
whose  name  M-as  Daji,  and  he  was  a  great  bully 
Slias  was  very  fond  of  him  on  account  of  his  vast 
bodily  strcnglb  ,  and  there  was  not  a  slave  hut 
feiU'cd  hnn  rind  treiiiblcd  l>eloj*e  Inm  Antar  hoa- 
ever  iniide  no  account  of  hnn,  and  did  not  cave  foi 
him  One  day  the  poor  men,  and  widows,  and 
ovjduins  met  logcthei  and  were  driving  then*  camels 
and  llieir  flocks  to  drink,  and  were  all  standing  by 
the  water  side  Daji  came  up  and  stopped  them  all, 
and  took  jiossession  of  the  watci  for  his  master’s 
callle,  Just  ihcti  an  old  woman  belonging  to 
the  tribe  of  Abs  came  up  to  hnn,  and  accoste^I 
him  in  a  suppliant  iiiainiei,  saying,  Be  so  good, 
mastei  Daj.,  as  to  let  my  cattle  dnnk,  tlicy  are 
all  the  properly  I  possess,  and  I  live  by  tlien 
milk  Pity  my  flocit  and  cover  niy  nakedness ,  liavc 
compassion  on  me  and  grant  my  request,  and  let 
them  drink  But  he  paid  no  attention  to  her  demand, 
and  abused  her.  She  was  greatly  distressed  and 
shrirnlv  buck  'Drcn  came  another  old  w^oinan  and 
addressed  him,  O  ninsiei  Daji,  I  am  a  pool  weak 
old  woman,  as  you  see  ,  tune  lias  dealt  hardly  with 
me,  it  lias  aimed  itsanws  at  me,  and  its  daily  and 
mglitly  calamities  have  destroyed  all  my  men  I 
have  lost  my  cfiildren  and  my  (insband,  and  since 
then  I  have  been  in  great  distress ,  these  sliccp  are 
-ill  I  jiosscss,  lot  them  dnnk,  foi  I  live  on  llu* 
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milk  they  produce  Pitv  my  forlorn  state  ;  I  have 
no  one  to  tend  tlicni,  therefore  j^rrant  my  request, 
and  be  sn  knul  as  to  let  them  drink 

As  soon  as  J)a\i  heard  these  words,  and  ^lereeived 
tile  crowti  of‘  women  and  men,  Iiis  pride  increased, 
and  Ins  obstinacy  was  not  to  be  moved,  hut  lie 
struck  the  woman  on  tlir  stomach,  find  threw  hci 
down  on  liei  back,  and  imeovercd  her  n^ll\ednes^, 
whilst  idl  the  slaves  liuiglwd  at  hei  When  Anlai 
]>ercctved  wlnit  fiad  oceiiiTCti.  Ins  ])ag!in  pride  played 
tlironnhout  all  his  liinb.^,  and  he  could  ruit’ endure 
the  si^lit,  He  ran  up  to  the  sla\  e,  and  cullnia’  out 
to  him.  Von  bastard,  '•aid  he,  what  mean  von  by 
this  disgusting  action  Do  you  daie  to  viola te  an 
Aral)  wonum  ^  May  God  destroy  vour  Imilis,  and 
all  that  consented  to  tins  act 

When  tlie  slave  heard  what  Antai  saul,  hi' 
almost  fainted  from  indignatum ,  he  met  luni,  and 
struck  him  tiblow  over  the  lace  that  nearly  knocked 
out  Ins  eves  Aiilar  waited  lii(  lie  liaii  recovered  troiu 
the  blow,  and  Ins  senses  retinneil ,  lie  then  ran  at 
the  slave,  and  scr/ing  him  by  one  of  the  legs,  threw 
him  on  ins  back  He  tlnnsfc  one  hand  uiulei  his 
thighs,  and  witi,  t!ie  otliei  he  grasped  his  neck,  and 
raising  hnu  by  tiie  hirce  ol’  Iik  arm,  lie  dasheil  (iim 
against  the  ground  And  Ins  length  and  hreatllh 
were  all  one  mass  Wlieii  the  deed  was  tlone  h.is 
fnrv  was  unboiituled,  and  he  ioare<l  alomi  even  as 
a  lion  And  when  the  slaves  perceived  tlic  late  ol 
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Daji,  they  shrieked  out  to  Antai,  saying,  You  iiave 
sJnm  tl)c  slave  of  Prince  Shas  •  What  man  on  earth 
can  now  protect  you  ^  They  attacked  him  witli 
staves  and  stones,  but  lit*  resisted  them  all ;  he 
rushetl  with  a  loud  yell  upon  them,  und  proved  Jnm- 
seifa  hardv  warrioi,  and  dealt  among*  them  witli  his 
stick  as  a  hero  with  his  sword 
Now  anioiiff  the  sons  of  Zohen  there  was  onf' 

O 

whose  name  was  Malik,  and  because  he  was  ol  a 
jTnld  and  gentle  tiisposition,  lie  was  beloved  of  men 
and  women ,  and  Ins  father  Zoheu'  adored  hini  for 
the  s^vcctncss  of  his  temper,  and  gentleness  of 
Ills  conduct  ft  so  Inippened  that  on  this  day  he 
went  out  Witli  a  numerous  tram  to  hunt,  and  pas¬ 
sing  that  way  he  heaid  some  confused  cries,  and 
pciceived  a  great  dust.  On  approaching  the  place, 
lie  observed  a  numbei  of  slaves  surrouading  one 
man,  whom  he  discovered  to  be  Antar ;  the  blood 
blreametl  from  all  parts  of  his  botly  from  the  blows 
they  struck  Umi  with  sticks  and  stones ;  yet  be  was 
dctcrminotl  to  die  sooner  than  give  way.  When  the 
Prince  saw  this,  Ills  eyes  tilled  with  tears,  <md  in  pity 
lie  cried  out,  God  prosper  thee  for  a  jioble  slave , 
liow  liard  are  thy  blows,  how  vast  thy  power  t  and 
then,  addressing  the  slaves,  he  said,  Accursed  be 
your  fathers,  and  your  abandoned  motlicra  '  Do  you 
not  fear  the  punisliment  and  condemnation  of  every 
one  far  and  near  ^  Why  have  you  collected  in  sucli 
numbers,  and  all  conspired  against  one  poor  felloi\ 
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aiicl  thus  to  vent  your  fury  on  one  much  younger  than 
youi  sclves?  Away,  or  Iv'ill  destroy  you  all,  boUi  high 
and  low,  witii  tins  sword  He  tlicn  went  to  Aniav,  to 
learn  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  heard  him  growling 
like  a  furious  lion,  anil  repeating  these  verses. 

“  O  my  <oul  *  strive  not  to  fly,  thou  cans’!  not 
escape  when  death  seeks  ihce,  deatli  is  predestined , 
it  xvdl  come  Ill  some  shape  or  othei  Jrlndurc  then 
with  the  patieiice  of’  one  nobly  bom.  Vly  nut  from 
“  the  fears  of  dcatli,  or  tiiou  wilt  remain  scorned 
amontr  the  Arab  chiefb,” 

The  Prince  desired" Antar  to  explain  the  business, 
which  he  did,  and  told  liim  all  that  had  happened 
between  Baji  and  the  old  woman ,  how  he  had  struck 
hoi,  and  tlirown  hci  on  her  hack,  linw  he  liad 
uncovered  her  person,  and  made  the  people  laugh  at 
hei.  I  then  came  up  to  preveiil  him ,  he  struck  me 
in  the  eve  and  nearly  killed  me,  hut  I  seizcil  lunnvith 
mv  hand,  and  dasiicd  him  against  the  ground.  1 
broke  his  bones,  and  tlicn  Ins  slaves  attacked  me, 
and  wanted  to  seize  me  m  revenge,  bin  I  tlioijglit 
proper  to  defend  myself  liad  you  not  arrived  I 
should  have  been  killed 

When  prince  Malik  (icard  tins,  Ins  admiration 
of  Antar  increased,  and  he  was  convinced  he  was  a 
hero,  and  that  there  was  not  such  anolhei  alive. 
Walk  by  my  side,  said  he,  1  will  protect  von  against 
every  one  that  exists  under  the  heavens,  against  all 
vfha  cat  bread  and  drink  water.  Antar  bowed  down 


before  ium  aiul  kissed  his  feet  in  his  slivnip,  and 
wtlked  on  witli  the  skives  Bnt  ivJien  they  came 
3i3g)i  tJic  tents,  tijcrc  appeared  Jns  bi’cithev  Shnb,  in 
Ills  Imnd  'ivns  .i  (laming  ^worcl,  and  iinciei  him 
a  steed  swd’tei  than  a  cloud  m  hen  it  rams,  and  Ins 
bosom  n'iis  clnu'gcd  with  fury  and  indignation,  and 
he  nas  about  to  slay  Antar.  When  Ins  brotliei 
Malik  him,  he  was  aware  if  he  did  not  keep  hmi 
.iway  from  Antal,  iie  would  injure  him  TIow  js  it 
T  sec  thee  so  dislurhcd  ^  saitl  he  Know,  said  Sliob, 
tins  accursed  Antar  haj»  killed  my  sorviuit,  anil  T 
am  come  to  cut.  Ins  liody  m  pieces  ivitli  thib  sword. 
V'‘ou  must  not  touch  him,  said  Malik,  he  w(io  dares 
to  oppose  him  is  a  dead  man  I  hav'c  gneii  him  my 
])i'oleclJon,  1  will  not  be  separated  irom  Jnm  ,  soojiei 
will  I  forfeit  mv  head* 

40’ 

Sha<s  took  no  notice,  but  fixed  his  eyes  on  Antar, 
who  was  walking  hy  the  side  of  hw  lirotliei  Ho 
no  longer  heeded  Ins  broliiei  ,  but  ran  at  Anlai, 
that  he  might  put  Iniii  to  death  witii  tortures, 
'f hen  loo,  Frince  Malik  was  enraged ,  lie  ibew 
Ins  sword  Irom  the  scabbard,  tlic  two  hi  others 
soon  became  so  violent  that  then  disputes  would 
have  ended  m  a  battle,  had  not  King  Zohen,  who 
liad  liocn  informed  of  wluit  \vas  passing,  instantly 
joined  tlioin  M/dik  was  abashed  ni  I  he  presence 
of  Ins  fallici,  ami  Shas  also  (putted  Ins  brothei 
0  iny  son,  said  Zohen,  give  this  slave  to  me  and 
to  your  brothei  Mafik,  and  I  will  m  hcii  of  him 
give  you  ion  ol  mine*  Upon  that,  Sluis  vetrealod 


in  shame  from  the  presence  of  his  father.  Why  tliJ 
you  kill  my  son’s  servant,  said  Zoheii*  to  Antar,  and 
thus  disgrace  him  ^  and  Antar  wept  at  these  wwds 
he  related  what  had  occurred,  how  the  servant  had 
thrown  the  woman  on  her  back,  and  rendered  lier 
an  object  of  dension  among  tlie  servants.  The  King 
assured  him  lie  approved  of  his  conduct,  and  turning 
towards  the  Chiefs  about  linn.  This  valmiit  fellow, 
said  he,  has  defended  the  honour  of  women ,  he  'viU 
shine  a  noble  warnor,  and  destroy  his  opponents,  and 
then  looking  at  Shedad,  your  son’s  conduct  reflects 
credit  on  you  ,  he  added,  his  behaviour  will  remain 
as  a  memorial  to  all  generations ,  he  has  loathed 
opprcsion  and  \  jolence,  and  has  followed  the  path  of 
propriety  and  virtue. 

Shedad  on  that  day,  when  m  the  presence  of  the 
King,  was  much  alarmed  about  his  slave  Antfir, 
because  he  was  considered  as  conipromisnig  all 
about  him  Take  away  your  son,  stud  Zolieir  to 
him,  I  give  him  to  you ,  take  cure  of  him  until  1 
demand  him  of  you  again,  and  be  not  i\t  all  annoyed 
From  that  day  both  King  Zoheir  and  Ins  son  Malik 
conceived  a  great  aflbction  /oi  Antar,  and  ns  Antur 
returned  home,  the  women  and  their  daughters  all 
collected  round  him  to  ask  him  what  had  happened, 
amongst  them  were  his  aunts,  and  his  cousin,  wliose 
name  was  Ibla 

Now  Ibla  was  younger  than  Antar,  and  a  merry 
lass,  she  was  lovely  as  the  full  moon,  and  perfectly 
beautiful  and  elegant.  She  frequently  joked  with 


Antal ,  and  was  very  familiar  with  Iiim,  as  he  was 
lier  servant.  As  soon  ns  she  came  up  to  liun  on  that 
day,  0  you  hasc-born,  she  cned,  wliy  didst  thou  kill 
the  slave  of  Prince  Slins  '*  who  can  now  protect  thee 
from  him  ^  Indeed,  my  mistress,  he  rcplietl,  I  did  no 
more  I  hail  lie  deserved,  ibi  lie  liad  insulted  a  poor 
woman ,  he  throw  lier  down,  and  made  tlic  servants 
laiig)}  at  liei.  Thou  Jiast  acted  most  pro|)erly,  said 
Ibla,  simlii?",  <irid  we  are  rejoiced  that  diou  «rt  safe, 
for  thou  Iciiowest  our  niotlicrs  consider  (iioc  as  their 
sou,  and  we  look  on  thee  as  a  brothci ,  on  account 
o(‘  iliy  ‘jcrviccs  On  tins  the  women  and  girls 
(eft  liini 

Now  it  was  always  Antar’s  business  to  wait  upon 
all  tbe  women  of  the  family  o(‘  Caratl,  after  be  had 
finished  his  duty  towards  Semceah,  his  father  She- 
dad’s  wife,  whose  attendant  he  was  Tt  was  a  custom 
among  tlie  Arab  women  at  tliat  period,  to  drink 
earners  milk  both  morning  and  evening ;  it  was  the 
sciwant's  office  to  milk  it,  and  cool  it  in  the  wind 
Now  Antai  always  performed  this  ofhcc  for  Se- 
meeali,  Sliedad’s  wife  first,  and  llien  for  Ins  aunts, 
the  wives  of  his  uncles  Zalcmet-ooJ  Jenod  and  Malik, 
and  foi  Ibla,  the  daughter  of  the  latter.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  execute  this  service  for  a  long  time ;  but 
one  day  lie  entered  the  house  of  his  uncle  Malik, 
and  found  his  auiu  combing  his  cousin  Ibla's  hmr, 
which  flowed  down  lier  back,  doik  as  the  shades  of 
night  Antar  wtib  quite  surprised,  but  Ibla  ran 


away  as  soon  as  An  tar  liacl  entered  and  seen  licr,  ms 
her  sable  locks  waved  to  the  ground  behind  hci* 
This  incieuscd  Antar's  astonishment,  lie  was  greatly 
agitated,  and  could  pay  no  attention  to  any  thing , 
he  was  anxious  and  thoiigiitfuk  and  when  by  Jiini- 
sclr  hurst  forth  into  the  following  strains, 

‘^That  fair  maid  lets  down  her  ringlets,  and  she  ts 
“  comjileloly  hid  m  her  liaii,  winch  appears  like  the 
“  dark  shades  of  night.  It  is  as  if  she  were  tlic 
“  bnlliant  day,  and  as  if  the  niglU  had  enveloped  hci 
^'^in  obscurity.  It  is  as  if  the  lull  moon  was  shnnpg 
Its  splendoui,  tind  all  the  stars  wL*re  concoaleti 
by  Its  lustre  Her  cbarnis  bewitch  all  around  her, 
“and  all  arc  aiLXious  to  offer  their  services ;  they 
live  in  licr  beauties  and  Jovelmcss,  and  they  arc 
imbued  with  sweetness  from  her  pevfcction&,  and 
receive  new  spirit  from  licrgraccfs.  Revile  me  not 
for  iny  love  of  hci,  for  I  am  lUslraclcd  lor  lici, 
and  live  but  as  the  victim  ol  my  love  I  will 
conceal  my  ailcctiou  in  my  soul  till  T  can  sec 
that  I  am  sufficiently  fortunate  one  day  to  serve 
‘‘her;' 

Antar’s  tinguiah  diuly  became  more  oppressive 
Tt  now  Imppciiod  to  be  the  time  of  the  pilgrimage  to 
the  holy  shrine^  and  the  worship  of  thtMi*  idols,  and 
die  women  aiul  children  being  left  Ix^hiiul  in  the 
camp,  the  \vniTiors  and  chiefs  came  out  for  the  feast 
at  a  spot  called  Ziitodl  Irsad,  whence  they  dcpurteil 
for  the  sacred  place  Accordmgly  they  till  met,  and 
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the  cliiklren  sung  and  danced.  Cbln  \vas  amongst 
them,  richly  dressed,  playing  and  singing  amongst 
her  conijianioiis,  She  was  decovaled  with  necklaces 
and  jewels,  and  her  couiUenunc(‘  was  brilliant  and 
blooming — more  dn/zlmg  than  the  rays  ol  the  sun 
When  Anlai  saw  her  lu  all  lier  bean  tv  find  loveli¬ 
ness,  lie  was  ovei'wlielmeil  with  surprise,  Ins  tears 
flowed,  and  lie  tiuis  addressed  liei  ui  verse 

The  lovely  virgin  lias  struck  my  hcai  t  with  die 
arrow  ol  «i  glance,  for  which  there  it  no  cure 
Sonietinics  she  wislies  for  i  least  in  the  samUhillsj 
‘Mike  ii  fawn  whose  eyes  are  Ihit  of  magic.  My 
“  disease  preys  on  me,  it  is  :ii  my  eiUraiJs  I  con- 
‘‘  coal  It ,  hut  its  very  concealment  discloses  u.  She 
moves,  I  should  say  U  was  the  bnmch  oi  the 
‘‘  Taman  .k  Jiai  waves  Us  btaiiclies  to  the  suutliorn 
breeze  She  approaches;  I  should  say  it  was  (he 
fngliUniecl  lawn,  when  a  calamity  alarms  il  in  the 
“  waste.  She  Wtilks  away  ^  1  should  say  her  face 
“  was  truly  the  sun  wdicn  its  lustre  dazzles  the  bc- 
lioldeib  She  gazes — I  sliould  say  it  was  the  full 

‘^moonoftlic  mghl  when  Orion  ginks  Jt  ivilh  its 
r^'^^tara.  She  smiles,  cindlhe  puurls  of  lier  teetli  sjiarklc^ 
“  m  which  there  is  tiie  cure  lor  the  sickness  ol‘io\crs. 
Shc^  prostialos  Iiorsch  in  reverence  towards  her 
God ;  and  tlie  greatest  of  men  bow  down  to  her 
“  beauties  0  Ibla  '  when  1  moat  tlespair,  love  for 
thee  and  all  its  weaknesses  are  my  only  hope. 
“  f^hould  fortune  or  my  father  assist  me,  I  wiJi 
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“  rciiiulc  myself  ioi  its  vicissitudes  by  my  fearless 
“  spirit " 

Wlion  Iblr'i  beard  from  Aiilar  lliis  descnptmn  of 
her  charms,  she  was  in  aslonishmciil ,  ycL  <<!ic  still 
continueil  to  anuisc  herself  and  converse  with  hei 
companions  Ikfoie  the  least  was  over  lie  was  vio¬ 
lently  in  love  willi  hei,  and  Ins  iillection  coin|iletcly 
ovorjjoweretl  him  On  the  next  day  he  ciunc  as 
usual  With  the  iinlk ,  Iml  Ins  heart  aiul  soul  were  so 
preoccupied  and  troubled,  that  lie  oflcied  li  to 
rblii  be/ore  Semeeah,  Ins  lather’s  wife  ,  lor  his  feet 
went  wlicre  liis  heart  was  interested  Ibla  took  the 
cup  froni  him  and  fascinated  him  by  her  charms 
Scmccah  was  very  angry,  and  delcmiined  to  coin- 
plam  ofliun  to  hir^  father,  but  Antur  continued  in 
this  state  for  days  and  lughls,  Ins  love  and  anguish 
ever  nicreasine: 

A  sliort  tunc  aflei,  a  slave  called  Zajir,  wJio  be¬ 
longed  to  Ilchia,  iJic  son  of  Zeead,  came  to  Shedad , 
O  master^  said  lie,  your  slave  Aiitai  does  notlimg 
but  injure  yom  property  Iio  ranges  about  the 
country,  and  all  day  long  he  keeps  the  cattle  away 
from  the  watci  and  the  pastures,  ruling  4ind  driving 
them  about,  and  reducing  then  flesh  by  incessant 
exercise,  ami  injuring  the  trees  by  spearing  them , 
and  when  I  order  him  not  to  do  so,  he  abiisos  me 
and  beats  me,  and  were  I  to  go  near  him  lie  would 
kill  me  This  made  Shedad  veiy  angry.  You  tell 
me  the  truth,  my  boy,  he  replied,  foi  from  the 
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ame*  I  Jiiive  directed  bim  to  tend  my  herds,  they  i\o 
not  get  fat,  but  have  ulcers  in  ihciv  feet ,  and  this  is  a 
proot  that  he  rides  them  uiul  drives  them  alniut  the 
rocky  places,  uiu!  thus  dicy  lose  then  (Icsh 

As  soon  as  Semecah  liearcl  this,  she  sought  to 
punish  Antav,  and  told  Shedad  wlmt  had  oeemred , 
and  compljuiicd  that  Antai  had  oflercd  ilie  milk  to 
Ihla  beloi  e  hci  This  added  tn  the  anger  wlucli  She¬ 
dad  nlrcadv  lelt  III  Ins  heart,  but  heuaiied  patiently 
till  Aiitarvcluniod  iVom  the  pasture,  he  then  seized 
fast  hold  of  hiiiu  tied  him  up,  and  beat  him  with  a 
stick  till  lie  took  the  skui  off  His  mother  law  all 
this,  hut  did  not  dare  to  speak  to  her  niastn,  not 
knowmii'  tlie  cause  ol‘  this  cruel  treatment,  but  slic 
atterwards  enquired  iif  other  women,  who  told  hci 
that  Zajir  had  complained  of  him,  and  that  Scmceali 
also  had  complained  of  Ins  having  scrvcsl  the  rnilk 
to  Ihla  hclore  hoi  Zehechah  treasured  up  all  tins 
m  hei  mind  till  tlic  inormng,  when  she  went  to 
Antai,  and  told  him  the  whole  mattei,  how  Zaju 
had  complained  of  Inin,  and  that  Semccah  hail  stated 
that  sfie  had  been  served  with  milk  after  Ibla,  O 
mv  ‘’On,  said  she,  henceforward  take  care  not  lo 
offend  hci,  hut  execute  the  office  properly,  and 
inorcovei,  do  not  cast  tlnnc  eyes  on  Iblu,  foi  she 
will  be  thy  rum  No  sooner  had  Antar  heard  this 
flian  lie  struggled  nitli  the  cords  that  bound  him,, 
and  bursting  them,  started  forward  like  a  lion,  and 
m  wratli  exclaimed  in  verse 
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This  clay  will  I  slay  Za)ii ,  llie  accursed  infa- 
mous  slave  I  will  leave  liim  lu  the  middle  of  the 
waste,  a  ])rcy  Icir  the  devourm/jf  beasts  'When lie 
“  is  iny  heart  will  be  at  rest,  and  iny  ‘sovd  will 
he  a|_)|jeasc(l.  Who  told  linn  to  tronhle  lumself 
“  about  this  business,  and  to  endanger  ino  ?  If  I  do 
^‘iiot  haste  to  tlie  deseit  to  slay  hnu,  iu>  heart  will 
never  be  at  rest,  nor  iny  eyes  ever  sleep  ” 

Then  went  he  forth  in  search  of  Zajn  ,  he  Ibund 
him  111  the  jmsturcb  Tlicn  base-born,  he  cried, 
thou  sou  ofaiiuncircuineisedmolhci,  thou  instigated 
iny  master  tf>  beat  me.  He  said  no  more,  hut 
seizing  Imn  by  tlie  small  pait  ol‘  his  belly,  riusctl 
him  u]i,  and  dashing  him  on  tlic  gmuiuU  smashed 
lus  bones  to  pieces  When  iic  hclicld  him  dead,  he 
recovered  hnnself,  and  began  to  be  alarmed ,  so  he 
w'cnt  to  the  house  of  Ins  friend  Malik,  the  Prince 
wlio  relieved  Inm  when  be  slew  tlie  slave  of  bis 
brollier  Slias,  and  inlbrmed  him  oi  what  had  jiasscd 
Tiic  prince  was  aslomslied,  but  quieted  his  lears, 
prounslug  to  get  him  out  of  the  scra])e.  He  leit 
him  sitting  in  the  lent,  and  went  tcj  the  habitation 
of  Hebia.  On  his  arrival  lie  only  found  the  women 
<if  the  ianiily ,  he  enquired  ioi  llebia ,  they  answered 
—  Ifc  IS  gone  by  invitation  to  yoiu  fathers 
Immediately  lie  repaired  to  his  lather’s  lioiisc,  and 
the  matter  was  just  as  he  wished ,  for  on  Ins  enter- 
tug  he  observed  ilic  CInets  o^  die  Absian  tribe,  all 
seated,  and  the  family  of  Zecad  and  llebia  standing 


mill  then  slaves  and  attendants  close  to  lunp; 
ZoUeii,  He  ciUercd,  and  uuulc  lus  stdiitalioru  and 
as  no  one  was  seated,  but  all  sianding,  llebia  aaid 
to  him,  sil  dt)wii  lu  your  plaeo,  for  we  arc  all  stand- 
mg  lip  liccause  yon  contnuic*  so  Do  you  wish  1 
should  Hit  doAvn  said  ]\ralik  ,  and  do  vou  love  me  ^ 
Yes,  said  Rebia,  by  the  lives  of’  all  that  are  present 
Then,  replied  Malik,  f  will  not  sit  clown  tdl  you 
have  given  me  your  shue  i^aju  What  makes  you 
so  anxious,  said  Uebia,  to  have  bun  ^  Because,  said 
Malik,  I  liavc  oliservedhnn  to  be  a  good  hard-work¬ 
ing  biiive,  mid  very  laborious  in  doing  Ins  duty  Sit 
dow'ii  llicn,  said  llelna,  T  will  give  him  to  you,  and 
it  yon  Wish,  two  more  walh  Inui.  Lot  all  tlicso  as¬ 
sembled  Clnels  be  witnesses  to  what  you  say,  ‘iiwd 
Malik  Y'es,  said  Hebia,  let  the  God  wlio  raised 
the  vaalted  [\eaveiis,  and  levelled  the  expandeii 
earth,  witness  my  giant  to  you,  and  that  I  will 
never  toll  you  of’  the  liivour  rendered.  Be  watness 
to  it,  O  yc  that  are  present,  said  Malik  Know' 
llien,  D  llehiiu  that  Antnr  haii  killed  your  slavey  and 
has  sought  my  proloeiion ,  do  not  tlicrelbrc  seek  his 
life 

Wlicn  ilehia  hoard  this,  lus  afl’uelion  was  cooled, 
and  liL  was  very  mdignanl,  he  hid  Ins  head,  and 
felt  isluiniod  before  lus  assembled  associates  groat 
mvA  lus  wratli ;  and  irom  lliat  moment  lie  cheuslied 
in  his  heart  a  violent  hatred  against  Antar.  King 
Zolieir  then  asked  his  son  what  had  induced  Aiitar 
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to  kill  the  slave,  and  what  was  his  uUcnliou  nml  ob¬ 
ject  ^  Malik  related  all  that  bud  passed  n’helCm^ 
smiled*  md  sootliiii';'  llio  heart  of  Itebwi  j^ave  liim 
two  strong*  licuUhv  ^4uvcs>,  iMuI  he  was  paedied 
AVhen  the  slaves  heard  what  Anuii  hud  done, 
lIicTc  was  not  one  lint  feavetl  iimi  ,  ami  as  soon  as 
the  assembly  bad  eaten  and  dinok,  they  ilejiarlcd, 
and  in  the  evening  Muhk  reluiiied  lunm*  leiou'ing 
in  the  jrood  udmgs  dial  lie  broiigia  i  U'  filled  the 
heart  of  \iuai  wilh  ;*ladiU‘sN,  .ind  ))laml  victuals 
bolove  Inm  ,  they  slept  die  whole  nijtht  lonedicr, 
and  Auiar  repeated  the  following  hues  m  jiraise  of 
the  rrmcc 

0  thou,  oil  whose  lofty  spirit,  luy  hope,  In  the 
exclusion  of  all  die  uuivorse,  depends  ^  My  anxic- 
tics  have  vveirrhod  on  lliee»  and  my  tioublos  have 
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been  a  .burllien  to  thy  iiohle  mind  '  Tlioii  bast 
granletl  me  favours — thou  art  my  only  refuge  O 
‘‘  dioii  vvbo  bast  rescued  me  frt>m  my  death,  .iiul  my 
‘  perdition,  all  my  life  will  I  thunk  thee,  till  my 
“  bones  disappear  in  the  cartli  ’’ 


CHAPTER  n. 


'riuis  inatlcrb  procoeclod  'vvith  Ai)(ai  uiid  Prmc<? 
‘Mnlik,  Imt  the  .ui«vei  oi  Sliedatl  was  only  aug¬ 
mented  ,  at  last  he  eouiplmned  to  liih  hmihers 
Malik,  and  Zakmcl-nol  Jewad,  saying,  ()  sons  of  my 
fjilhoi,  .md  mother,  my  soul  is  giv^'tlv  vexed,  and 
iny  anxiety  is  nxloublcxl,  mul  I  kiuiw  not  what  to 
do*  or  Avlml  will  he  the  conse(|iieiue  ol  the  .letioiis 
this  hlacK  slave.  I  (eai  that  toinori’ow  he  wdl 
destroy  some  one  of  ranlx  and  powei,  and  some  dis- 
turbiince  aiise  throiigliout  tbc  whole  tribe,  aiul  oui 
blood  will  be  demanded  and  oui  jutsous  jkly  the 
loHeit  O  my  brothei,  .,aid  Ins  bioihei  J^akniel^)! 
dewad,  thou  hast  hit  the  mark,  <ind  il  thou  dost 
not  take  measures  to  pul  tins  slave  to  death, 
he  wdl  certainly  eudaiigei  oui  hvob  Houevei 
wist  a  mail  may  lie,  he  is  no  match  lor  him,  Imt 
after  what  has  happened,  we  am  never  lei  him  lake 
our  camels  and  call k  to  llie  pasture,  we  must, 
waylay  him  and  kill  him,  and  thus  let  us  re¬ 
lieve  ouisehc.s  Innii  tlu.s  miseiy  J,ct  us  wait 
till  he  gois  to  the  meadows,  and  there  Jet  u.s 
<lestroy  him  in  sonu  secret  spot ,  and  when  we 
liave  eifected  om  pmposi*,  we  wjIJ  return  S)ie- 
diidapproved  hib  broi her  b  advice,  and  resolved  to 
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execute*  it  In  tlie  inaniiiig  Prince  Malik  came  lo 
tl»e  tent  of  Sltedad,  and  inierccdecl  fbi  Aiitai , 
Slictlad  acrjiuescod,  <in{1  let  lum  lend  die  entile  in 
the  incadowb  ,  and  fovnfot  lum  for  a  lime, 

ButonuiiKirnnm'AnUn  wont  as  usual  with  thecattle 
to  ihe  pastures,  and  tlicy  followed  his  steps,  soekini;!^ 
to  kill  and  destiov  him  On  that  day  Anlar  was 
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riding  about  in  the  wide  ]>liiins  aiul  deserts,  and 
finduig  linnsclf  alone,  he  recited  ^ome  versos  in 
praise  ot  ibla  ,  he  wandered  far  from  tlie  habUatious, 
and  thmiglit  oi  liis  inisfoi tunes ,  (hst  flowed  lus 
terns,  for  the  inglu  before  he  liatl  drenuil  of  llila^ 
and  that  be  bad  kissed  her  wUliin  her  veil,  lie  then 
addressed  her  m  these  verses . 

lbla‘’3  spirit  appeared  to  me  in  mv  slocj’i*  and 
thnee  I  kissed  iicv  within  her  veil  It  bade  me 
adieu,  but  it  ilepoRited  in  me  a  llaine  that  I  feel 
burning  through  my  bones,  Were  I  not  left  in  soli- 
‘‘  Uide  alone,  and  could  I  not  quench  the  lire  oi  luy 
passion  with  tears,  niy  Iieart  would  melt  Rut  1 
•  ilo  not  complain,  thougii  all  niy  fea.vs  are  on  thy 
‘‘  account,  (}  thou  jiei'/cct  full  moon '  O  daughtei 
•‘of  Mali k,  bow  can  I  lie  cons’oJcd,  since  my  love 
lor  thee  oniijnated  from  the  time  1  was  treaned  ^ 
hut  bow  can  I  overlioprto  appioaeli  tboe,  wlnlsi 
the  lions  of  the  forest  guard  thy  tent '  Hy  llu*  truth 
o^In^  love  for  thee,  mv  heart  can  never  ]>e  cured 
but  by  patience  0  thou  noble  maid  •  li!l  1  exalt 
myself  to  the  heights  of  glory  with  the  thrusts  of 
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\ny  spear,  tlio  blows  of  niy  sword,  I  will  ex- 
“pose  inysdf  to  every  peril  wherevei  the  spears 
clash  111  the  battle  dust^tlicn  I  shall  be  either 
“  tosseil  u])oii  the  speai  heads,  oi  be  luuiibeved 
ainoritv  llie  noble  ■* 

I-Io  went  galloping  in  dillercnt  directions  till  he 
eamc  to  a  ])lain  called  the  })lam  ofhouL,  and  here  wove 
nmiiv  {eroeanis  animals  and  wild  beasts.  Here  he  let 
the  cattle  gni/.e,  and  Antar  only  came  to  tins  valley, 
because  lie  knew  there  was  in  it  abundance  ot 
irrass  ol'  the  heiii;ht  of  a  man  Now  not  it  servant  of 
the  wliole  InbeofAbs  would  ever  enter  orapproacfi 
tins  valley,  heeausc  it  was  very  extensive,  iind  lillcd 
witli  lions  and  tigers  As  soon  as  Antar  found  hnn- 
sell  HI  It,  he  said  to  himself,  perhaps  1  shall  now  find  a 
hon,  and  I  will  iilay  Jiiin  Thus,  whilst  the  cattic  were 
feedinj>>  and  he  from  a  nunmd  was  lookiim-  round  on 
all  sales,  behoM,  a  hon  appeared  in  tlie  middle  of  (he 
valley  ,  lie  stalked  about,  and  roared  aloud  w  ide 
were  ins  nostrils,  ami  fiie/laslicd  from  his  eyes  the 
whole  valley  trembled  at  every  gnash  of  ins  flings — he 
was  a  ealannly,  and  iiJs<*)aws  more  lein/rc  than  the 
dcadhesi  ciitastiophe — ^lluinder  ])caled  as  he  roared 
— vas!  iras  Ins  slrengli),  and  Ins  toi'ce  dicadftd— 
broad  were  Ins  piiw^,  iUul  Ins  bead  immense  As 
soon  as  lie  appeared  in  llic  valley,  tJic  cattle  scented 
him  and  lleil  away  m  terioi,  and  the  cinncls  were 
iij.s])crsed  to  tlie  rigid  and  the  lefl.  No  sooner  diti 
Antar  perceive  this  extmordmary  movement,  than 
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he  descended  into  the  valley  that  lie  might  observe 
what  wa5  the  matter,  brantUshmg  his  sword.  He 
tliere  saw  the  lion,  terrible  in  his  strength,  and 
lashing  his  sides  with  his  tail  Antar  cried  out  to 
him,  and  the  mountains  re-echoed  to  the  cry. 
Welcome,  tliou  father  of  lions — thou  dog  of  tJic 
plains-  tliou  foulest  oi  the  nald  beasts  of  tlie  deserts 
Now  then,  thou  wilt  exert  thy  power  and  thy  might, 
and  thou  wilt  pride  thyself  in  ihy  roai ,  for  no  doubt, 
thou  art  the  monarch  and  ruler  of  the  brute  creation, 
and  all  obey  thy  commands  but,  return  to  filth  and 
contempt,  thou  mectest  now  no  ordinary  man.  I  deal 
death  to  the  bravest,  and  rcndoi  children  orphans^ 
Dost  thou  thmiv,  foul-mouthed  beast,  now  about 
to  (he,  that  thou  canst  frighten  me  with  thy  roar 
or  alarm  me  with  thy  bellow?  f  will  not  condescend 
to  slay  thee  with  an  arrow  or  a  sword,  hut  I  will 
make  thee  drink  of  die  cup  of  death  from  my  single 
arm ,  and  as  he  ruslied  toivards  Jmn,  he  addressed 
ium  in  verse 

‘‘  I  dm  the  far-famed  lion,  the  warnor  wliose  cx- 
ploitb  every  one  fears  on  the  day  of  wars  I  save,  1 
protect  the  property  of  my  father  Shedad,  and  I 
punish  the  foe  with  the  edge  of  my  sword.  When 
“  my  hand  wields  the  scimitar  on  the  day  of  battle, 
every  heart  of  the  horsemen  throbs  with  fear. 
Now  will  I  meet  thee  in  the  waste,  and  make  thee 
drink  a  liup  of  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  I  heed 
not  death  when  I  meet  him,  and  I  comprehend 


what  every  tongue  can  express.  Now  then  1 
will  throw  my  sword  out  of  my  hand— away  then 
Avith  thee— and  I  will  destroy  thee,  tliou  dog  ol 
the  desert,  with  niy  hands  alone/’ 

Just  at  that  luoiiient  Shedad  and  his  brothers 
came  up  lo  kill  Antar  They  saw  him  address 
the  lion,  and  hoard  what  he  repeated  t  he  sprung 
forwartl,  and  fell  on  him  like  a  had  stom,  and 
hissed  at  limi  Jike  a  black  scipent — he  met  the 
lion  as  he  sprang,  and  outroared  his  bellow ;  then, 
giving  a  drcnilful  shriek,  he  seized  hold  of  Ins 
inoiilh  with  Ins  hand,  and  wrenched  it  open  to  Ins 
shoulders,  and  he  sliouted  aloud— ►the  valley  and 
the  country  round  echoed  back  the  war  he 
stuck  to  him  until  he  was  dead,  and  then  dragged 
him  by  the  legs  without  the  valley;  and  liaving  cni 
down  sonic  wood,  lie  look  out  his  Zanad  (wood  to 
make  a  light  with),  struck  a  light,  and  made  a  fire 
He  waited  until  it  blazed ;  he  then  ripped  up  the  Iron, 
look  out  the  entrails,  and  cut  off  Ins  tour  legs,  and 
llivew  them  into  tlic  fire ,  and  when  he  perceived  tlicy 
were  roasted,  lie  took  them  out  and  alo  thereof  till  he 
tinisiied  it ,  ho  then  ran  to  a  founlniii  and  dmnk  till 
he  was  satisfied ;  and  having  washed  lus  mouth  and 
liands,  he  went  to  a  shady  tree,  where  he  put  the 
hon’s  head  under  his  o^vii  as  a  ])illoWr,  and  wrapping 
lip  Ins  Jiead  in  a  pait  of  his  sleeve,  he  fell  asleep. 
His  fathei  and  uncles  were  observing  him  and  In^ 
actions,  and  us  they  saw  ail  tie  did,  Uiey  were  quite 
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lori'ifiecl  and  scared  Vcrdy  this  slavc^  ssud  ZakmeU 
ool  Jewad,  has  not  Ins  equal,  no  one  m  his  senses 
iTOiikl  engage  hnn.  Malilc  also  Lrcmblctl  VVJiai 
shall  we  do  with  tins  wretch  ^  said  lie.  Great  indeed 
has  been  the  deed  he  Ims  done ,  none  of  us  cun  harm 
Inm ,  lie  would  soon  destroy  us  and  tear  out  our 
entrails,  or  do  as  he  has  done  with  the  lion  Let  us 
return  home,  said  Shedad,  our  honour  slil)  remains 
safe,  we  must  find  some  other  means  to  kill  him  and 
accomplish  our  wishes. 

Tlnis  Shedad  and  Ins  brotlier.**  returned  home, 
all  in  astonishment  at  Antai,  and  the  wonders  he 
had  performed.  In  the  evening,  when  Antar  cunie 
with  tile  docks  and  the  camels,  Shedad  smiled  upon 
him  ami  gave  linn  aconlial  welcome,  and  made  him 
sit  down  wiLli  him  at  dmiici,  whilst  the  other  slaves 
stood  up  And  whilst  they  were  all  talking,  there 
came  a  messcngei  from  King  Zobeir  to  Shedad. 
King  Zoheiv  demands  your  prcsciicc,  0  Chief,  he 
cried  ,  ho  has  sent  me  to  mjinro  you  to  lake  with 
you  your  warlike  w  eapons,  and  your  hrollters,  foi 
lie  IS  ejigflgc*<l  in  a  business  of  iniportamic,  and 
wishes  to  attiicic  the  tribe  of  Temccin,  and  Ims  re¬ 
solved  on  invading  their  country  and  destroying 
tlieir  lerritovy  Shedad  on  hearing  this  immediately 
complied,  and  having  assembled  Ins  brothers  and  all 
then  dependants  he  turned  towards  Antai.  To- 
inoiTow,  said  he,  the  warnors  and  horsemen  are 
going  to  march,  and  no  troops  will  remain  in  ou\ 


ImbUationfs,  llicrcfbre  I  consign  over  lo  3^011  our 
houses  anil  our  TTOnfieu  4  but  take  care  'wIjoij  you 
go  to  llic  pastures  not  to  wander  far  in  tlie  moiin- 
taius,  J3l‘  jierJectly  easy,  luy  master,  repJicd  Antm, 
about  wliaievei  you  leave  m  my  charge,  should 
llie  sinalJesl  thing  be  nuasmg,  let  me,  for  tJie  remnin- 
dei  of  my  life,  be  kept  lu  chains  and  bondage  * 
Sliedafj  tJiauked  liuu,  and  promised  when  Ijo  ro- 
liiriiccl  fiom  tlic  expedition,  to  give  him  a  fine  liorsc 
to  ridts  In  the  iiiorniiig  the  wurriors  mounted  and 
prepared  for  the  engagement,  and  slung  on  llieir 
swords  and  theu’ javelins ,  they  dcjiarted  from  ilicir 
habitations,  and  among  the  first  shone  King  Zoheii , 
like  a  noble  lion. 

The  horsemen  being  now  absent,  the  children, 
and  women,  and  slaves,  male  and  iemalc,  were  left 
behini!  Scinecali,  llic  wife  of  Slicdad,  gave  a  niag- 
mlicent  ciUerlammcnt  at  the  lake  of  Zatool  li'sad. 
Sheep  were  slaughtered,  and  wine  flowed,  and  the 
girls  carried  their  instruments.  Antar  stood  amongst 
tliC  attendants,  and  was  in  transports  011  seeing  Ibla 
appear  witli  tlic  other  women  She  was  indeed  like 
.in  amorous  fawn,  she  was  decorated  with  variegated 
neddnees,  ami  when  Antar  was  attending  hei,  ho 
^vas  overwhelmed  in  the  ocean  of  his  lo,c,  and  bo- 
t'ame  the  slave  of  hei*  sable  tresses  They  sat  down 
to  eat,  and  the  wine  cups  went  merrily  round  It 
^vas  tlic  spring  of  tlic  year,  when  the  whole  land 
-^^hone  in  all  its  glory ,  the  vines  hung  luxuriantly  in 


I  he  arbours ,  the  flowers  shed  around  ambrosial  Fra 
grance,  every  hillock  sj>arkled  in  the  beauty  of  ilh 
colours ,  the  birds  in  responsive  melody  sang  sweetly 
from  each  bush,  and  harmony  issued  from  then 
tliroats,  nverv  ear  was  cnchatitcd,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  flowers  and  herbs ,  ivhilst  the  nightin¬ 
gales  filed  the  air  with  their  softest  notes  Then 
the  damsels  beat  the  cymbal,  and  reciteil  the  follow¬ 
ing  verses  * 

I'he  ‘ihades  have  spread  their  canopy,  and  the 
** flowers  spread  their  pillows,  the  streams  roll  along 
“  their  shores  of  flowers,  some  white,  some  red,  some 
yellow,  some  sweet-scented  See  the  walei“s gliding 
“*  through  the  gardens,  and  the  trees  anti  then 
“  fruits  resemble  bracelets  and  chaplets  the  birds 
“  sing  melodiously  upon  them  m  every  variety  of 
“  note,  the  nightingale  and  the  clove  pour  then 
‘‘plaintive  strain,  and  make  every  lover  ucopj  the 
“  gentle  zephyrs  whispoi  along,  and  the  branches 
“  move  in  softest  measure  The  boughs  dance  m 
“  tlie  groves,  among  the  trees,  in  the  graceful  move 
“  ment ,  the  dew  drops  fall,  and  the  flowers  and  the 
‘‘  trees  are  studded  with  Us  pearls  The  season  is 
‘‘ delight! ul ,  let  it  pass  m  enjoyment,  ami  inisfoi- 
“  tunes  begone  t  the  opportunity  is  delicious,  let  us 
grasp  m  haste  its  sweets.  Be  merry,  and  wild 
with  joy,  and  let  not  a  day  pass  without  amustv 
ment.” 

Then  another  set  took  the  musical  mstruTneiitb, 


and  beating  the  cymbals  with  tlicii  hands,  tluis 
sang 

The  gardens  sparkle  witli  all  they  boast  of 
lovely  damsels ;  every  sportive  virgm  is  possessed 
langnishing  glances,  and  onclmnting  move 
‘^nionts,  their  beauty  is  perfection,  they  nrc  loveb- 
ness  itscH\  their  elegant  shapes  glance  like  tlie 
M'cll-proporlioned  spears,  their  tresses  float  down 
‘‘  tlieif  bisekb,  like  branches  of  t)ie  grape-vine,  they 
arc  slayers  and  piercers  with  I  heir  arrows  and 
their  darts,  archers  and  strikers,  tlic  enchantresses 
of  men  " 

They  now  formed  a  dance  and  took  off  their  robes 
the  damsels  danced  whilst  the  servants  sang,  and 
ciui’ied  round  tiie  goblets  ol  wme  Hoses  were 
spread  over  tlieir  cheeks,  and  Llieii  bosoms  lieavcd. 
And  Ihla  joined  her  associates  in  the  dance,  and  ex¬ 
hibited  her  clianns,  and  laughed  Fire  shot  fioni 
their  and  the  cups  of  wine  \rcre  muted  to  the 
honey  ot  their  mouths  The  iinuginatiou  oi  Antni 
was  inflamed  and  overpowered  m  the  sea  of  anxiety , 
lie  hesitated  whether  he  should  violate  the  modesty 
of  love  by  the  fingers  of  passion,  when  lo’  on  a 
sudden  there  appeared  a  cloud  of  dust,  and  a  vast 
clamour  arose,  and  ui  a  moment  there  came  foi  tli  a. 
troop  of  borscb  and  their  riders,  about  seventy 
in  number,  armed  with  cuirasses  and  coats  of  mail, 
nnd  Aadite  hciniels,  crying  out,  Oby  Cahtan  '  and 
rushed  towards  the  women.  At  the  instant  joy  was 
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coHvertetl  into  grjcf,  and  snides  into  toais  ni  a  mt?- 
inenL  they  seized  the  women  and  the  virgins,  made 
them  prisoners,  and  placed  them  on  their  horses 
bchiiul  them. 

But  when  Aiitar  saw  (his  disustci,  and  perceived 
that  a  Jiorsoman  had  mmefl  ofK  l))la,  and  ohsen'ed 
!ier  weep,  and  her  checks  turn  from  red  to  ii  deadly 
pale,  the  world  seemed  contracted  about  him,  and 
as  he  veilceted  that  he  had  no  arms  with  which  to 
figlit,  he  w'as  greatly  alarmed,  bat  trusted  to  lusleci 
lie  overtook  the  horseman  in  a  moment  who  lind 
seized  Ibla,  (or  he  lutppened  to  he  m  the  rem  .  ho 
sprung  upon  him  like  a  wild  beast  in  us  utmost 
lury,  and  clung  to  ium,  and  overpowering  him, 
threw  hun  upon  his  head  and  broke  his  neck,  Silent 
was  the  warrjni'’t,  licart,  foj  Anlar  had  aiimliilatcd 
him,  and  he  took  possession  of  his  armour  and  lus 
steed  He  mounted,  and  pui*sued  the  horsemen, 
rushirig  tlown  ui>on  them  like  a  torrent,  and  assail- 
tiig  them  w  ith  the  most  abusive  aiui  conteuijiluous 
language.  Jleai,  yc  flastards  '  I  am  Ajitar  tlicson 
ol'  Shci-lad — abandon  your  jmsonci  s  and  the  children, 
or  T  wdl  iittack  and  destroy  you.  Ueturn  to  yoiii 
tribe  of  Cahtau  m  disgrace  and  despair,  oi  by 
the  fatiicr  of  niaiikind,  by  lum  who  made  mail 
tf)  speak  with  ))2?s  and  tongue,  I  will  make  youi 
lieiids  U'liiikiess.  He  soon  came  u])  wiili  those  in 
the  rear,  and  slew  twenty  ol‘  them ,  and  when  the 
remaining  horsemen  perceived  what  had  happened. 


fiily  more  retuvjKid  at  a  full  gallop^  pouncing  down 
like  eagles ,  they  saw  then  companions  stretched 
upon  the  sanil,  and  innncduitely  attacked  him,  but 
he  mot  them,  fierce  as  a  devouring  lion. 

“  Jleic  am  I  m  the  boisterous  battle,  ami  my 
‘‘  powci  is  ^voll  known ,  iny  sword  and  my  deccl^ 
tcstifv  to  iliosc  that  see  me,  that  I  pierce  my  an- 
“  Ingonist,  wMitcliful  as  he  may  be  My  shield,  and 
then  iny  speai,  and  my  sword  of  Indian  teinpci , 
were  willi  me  m  my  cradle,  my  two  bosom 
“  IViendb ,  and  the  earth  where  1  stand  reddens  liki' 
'•  crimson  lenl.hei,  and  blond  Hows  tlierenn,  its  coloui 
‘‘  a  dec])  scarlet  Give  me  pure  wine  to  drink,  or 
‘"let  It  be  mixed ,  give  it  me  old,  that  I  may  imn- 
“  gmo  It  was  made  before  tlie  world  She  comes 
and  offers  me  to  drink  in  mantles  of  Judas  flowei 
“  Give  me  to  dnnk,  and  let  me  hear  the  song  that 
“  delights  me.  The  sweetest  of  sounds  to  mo  is  the 
“  rattle  of  the  Indian  blades,  and  tJie  clash  of  lan- 
“  cesm  the  battle,  on  the  day  of  spear-thrusts,  when 
die  parties  shout,  and  warriors  are  adjudged  to 
“  death  but  I  lie  dearest  of  all  my  projects,  tfic 
darlmg. object  of  all  my  desires  offartimc,  ts,  that, 
I  may  behold  Ibla  at  my  tlisjiosal  in  hapjmicss 
‘‘  and  security," 

He  rushed  forwards  to  meet  them,  and  bardm 
ilum  dint  was  liia  heart,  and  m  his  attack  was  their 
late  and  destiny,  lie  assmled  tlic  boldest  of  hjs 
opponents,  and  liis  assault  was  the  assault  of  the  mosi 
obstinate  warnoi  As  soon  us  he  distinguished  llie 


chief  of  the  party,  lie  npproached  lum,  he  jilunged 
at  him— he  grappled  witli  him — lus  shout  struck 
him  with  hoiToi  He  pierced  his  bosom  with  lus 
spear,  and  lorced  it  out  through  his  hack  When 
his  companions  saw  the  ofFect  produced,  every  licart 
quaked  witli  fcai ,  and  felt  convinced  that  death  and 
destruction  were  at  hand ,  and  they  said  one  to 
another,  it  is  a  mere  slave  that  has  brought  this 
confusion  upon  us.  a  wretcli,  mean  and  worthless , 
>yhat  wdi  be  our  condition  t)ic»  if  tlio  warriors  come 
to  lus  assistance'^  Let  us  IK,  otherwise  our  nun 
and  annihilation  are  certain.  So  they  joined  the 
others,  and  fled  away  in  d’.sovder,  abandoning  the 
women,  and  ix'treating  in  thsgraco  and  dcspaii. 
Antai,  as  soon  as  tlicy  were  dispersed,  colleclctl  the 
scattered  horses,  and  a  vast  quantity  ol‘  arms,  kc. 
He  returned  home,  and  the  women  and  families 
being  all  safe,  thus  lie  exclaimed. 

Tliese  are  uiy  exjiloits  when  I  stalk  against  the 
foe,  and  tlicy  abuse  mo  for  my  black  complexion, 
“  which  IS  my  glory  I  drive  away  the  troops  ami 
“  the  noble  warriors,  and  my  colt  as  ho  rushes  on 
plunges  into  the  battle  As  to  those  who  envy 
me  like  fools,  every  one  knows  that  virtue  is  ovci 
“  tJie  object  of  jealousy.  I  am  tlie  offspring  of  my 
‘‘  day,  ttic  sword  is  my  fathei,  in  it  is  my  glor>,  the 
‘‘  one  may  be  denied,  the  other  is  a  fact  Nevei 
‘‘  will  1  cease  to  licw  down  the  troops  in  bodies,  till 
eveiy  opponent  is  annihilated.’' 

He  returned  home,  taking  with  lum  twciily^Ave 


horses  aiul  all  the  women  and  children  Now  the 
liatred  of  Scnieoah  was  coiivi  ‘cd  into  fove  amt 
tenderness,  and  he  hwaine  dearer  to  her  than  sleep 
Tliey  all  came  home,  but  Semeeah  enjoined  all  the 
women  not  to  <lisclose  tins  event  to  any  one,  lest 
their  hus[)ands  slioiikl  blame  them  Antai  also 
kept  It  all  a  profound  secret  In  a  short  time  King* 
Zolicir  returned  from  his  victory  r  ver  the  tribe  ol 
Temcen,  and  brought  witli  him  an  immense  booty  , 
and  both  those  that  went  and  those  that  staid  wore 
greatly  rejoiced. 

The  next  day  in  the  monimg,  Shedad  went  oiii 
on  horseback  and  souglit  his  herds  and  docks ,  he 
]icrccivcd  amongst  Ins  liorses  some  strange  onc.% 
•md  also  saw  Antni  riding  u])on  a  black  mare 
Whence,  cried  1k\  came  ihcsc  animals  ^  and  whence 
got  you  tins  mare,  that  excites  my  wonder  ?  Now 
the  marc  An  tar  was  riding  belonged  to  the  chief  of 
the  Cahtaniaiis,  and  tJie  otlicr  horses  were  those  the 
horsemen  rode  whom  he  had  slum,  the  spoil  and  all 
he  had  collected  were  concealed  at  lus  mother’s  O 
mastei,  he  replied,  ns  I  w'as  tending  the  flocks 
yesterday,  there  came  some  Cahlnnmns,  and  with 
them  itii  immense  quantity  of  cattle,  they  were  much 
fatigued  and  moreover  frightened  at  the  Ai‘al) 
liorsemcn  1  tbllowed  them,  and  finding  these 
horses  separated  from  the  rest,  I  ttxrk  them  and 
brought  them  back.  TIiou  tneked  slave,  said  She- 
<lad,  these  are  no  horses  strayed  (rom  ihcir  owners, 


thou  hast  earned  thorn  of!'  fVou^bcucatii  tlicir  ndovs^ 
It  13  on  this  account  thou  wandcrost  alone  in  these 
wiUlft  and  rocks,  and  every  Arab  thou  canst  meot 
lliDu  kiJlest  liuu,  and  tljou  carrst  not  wlietlicr  he  is 
of  tliQ  tribe  of  Cahtmi  oi  Adnan,  Never  ^vllt  thou 
leave  ofF  this  conduct  liil  thou  hast  excited  feuds 
among  the  Arabs,  and  slain  heroes  and  horsemen  ^ 

Now  in  that  age  the  Arabs  were  of  two  classes, 
/roni  Yemen  to  India  tliey  were  called  the  tribe  of 
Cohlaii;  and  in  Mecca  and  TTiyiz  they  'svei  o  called 
the  tnbe  of  Aduan  Shedad  laid  hold  of  Antai ,  and 
hound  him  with  a  rope.  Here,  said  Shedad,  thou 
slialt  remain  tied  up  Never  again  wjii  I  let  tlioc 
tflk'C  my  cfitdc  to  the  pasture,  and  lie  beat  him  with 
the  whip  he  had  in  Ins  hand ,  and  as  he-  continued 
ID  lash  and  thrash  him,  no  good  will  come  of  thee, 
said  he ,  evil  and  iihommationa  are  rooted  in  thee  , 
thou  Will  breed  dissensions  among  the  Ai‘ah  tri}>e-», 
and  thou  wilt  make  us  a  common  tale  among  nations 
His  father  still  beat  him  lUid  abused  Iiini,  and  he 
bore  it  all 

At  last  Scmceah  came  out,  and  seeing  what  W'as 
going  on>  she  wept  bitteiiy.  She  sprang  forwards, 
and  threw  herself  <ju  his  breast,  exclaiming,  soonei 
dittlt  thou  beat  me  than  him  ,  lie  docs  not  deserve 
such  ill  Ucatmenl,  O  Shedad  But  Shedad  became 
xTiy  angry  with  hei,  and  shoving  lier  aivay,  threw 
her  down  on  her  back,  She  rose  up  and  cast  hei- 
self  into  Antar’fe  arms,  uncovering  hei  iiead,  and 


59 


IcLUng  lioi*  ‘shoiiklcrs,  I'liis 

excited  Shedad's  surprise  Wliat  has  happened  tu 
this  vn’ctch,  he  exclaimed,  that  you  feel  so  much 
aflcction  ami  tciuleniess,  aftei*  haviijg  exjircRsed  so 
miicli  anger  aiui  nulignulion  *'  Loose  Ins  bands,  said 
Semeeah,  and  1  will  relate  the  whole  story  to  you, 
Tell  me,  said  he*  and  1  will  release  him,  1  heu  she 
told  Shcdad'all  that  Antav  had  done,  how  he  alone 
had  altackcd  seventy  liorscmoii,  and  had  tlriven  them 
back  in  confusion  and  dnspiui,  and  had  secured  in 

saletv  all  their  families  and  children  'riieu  Scmecah 

*> 

repealed  I  host'  mtspr 

O  Siiedad,  liadst  thou  seen  me,  luy  lace  un- 
‘‘  coverctl,  and  my  person  earned  o/l  lielniul  llie 
“  warriors,  and  the  women  of  rrincc  Cais  in  dismay, 

“  no  resource  at  hand,  and  tlioir  veils  trailing  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth  Ibla  too  ^  they  mounted  her 
“  liehind  a  nainoi,  whilst  her  tears  sUeumed  down 
her  cheeks.  The  slaves  whom  1  encouraged,  lied  . 
“  every  one  fled,  all  trembling  in  aflnglit  Our 
faimlics  sui rounded  us  weeping  in  anguish  and  in 
misery  Our  camels  ^vere  driven  a'vay,  and  every 
“  heart  was  <lislraeled  Then  Aiitar  jilungeil  into 
“the  midst  of  them,  into  the  black  rolliim- dust , 
the  almosplieix*  was  involved  in  darkness*  <md  the 
“  birtls  sunk  motionless ,  their  horsemen  lied  tliroiudi 
«  teal  this  one  was  dam,  that  made  captive  ,  he 
**  protected  ns,  After  lie  had  coiniortcd  us  all,  he 
“jHirsucd  llieiii,  and  the  honuui  ul  them  all  was 


(losti'oyed  O  it  is  right  I  slioukl  I’ospect  him  , 
protect  him;  my  lionour  be  protcctciJ,  /mcl  he 
“  preserved  the  honour  of  us  all.” 

3enicoulrs  account  of  Antar’s  actions  astonished 
Shedad,  and  he  rejoiced  and  was  glad  It  is  sur¬ 
prising,  said  he  to  himseli,  he  kept  all  this  secret, 
and  his  submission  to  be  bound  by  me '  'tis  most 
wondcrliil  ^  Antai*  stood  unconcerned,  and  listened 
to  Scmceali''s  acknowlcdgincnts ,  lie  bore  no  resent- 
meiU,  and  praised  her  in  these  verses 

Oil  f  is  It  from  Senieeaii  tliat  I  heso  tears  ilow  in 
“ anguish,  and  fjoirr  a  Iicarr  iii  flames^  Shall  hci 
“  form  «)iad<nr  me  ^  can  blows  barm  me,  and  shall 
'^Meais  burst  in  toi rents  from  Jiei  eyelids^  When 
“  her  tresses  hang  dishevelled ,  slie  is  like  llie  rising 
lull  moon,  veiled  m  the  duikness  of  niglU  The 
“  ]n'operty  is  thy  propc’rty,  the  slave  lliy  slave 
“  anil  liie,  and  eveiy  sense  shall  be  exerted  to  save 
“  ihec  Oil  ’  when  the  troopers  start  forth,  Imrsh- 
coiiulenunccd,  and  the  black  dust  rolls  over  them, 
then  make  use  of  me.  If  I  do  not  disperse  them 
“  m  the  clash  of  contending  spears,  may  I  never  be 
“  permitted  to  drink  ‘  may  the  ruin-drop  never 
moisten  me  ^  The  sword  is  in  my  hand,  whose 
blows  fetch  blood ;  but  the  swords  of  olheis  have 
^Mio  powci  III  their  edge  Mcnai’eof  two  lands; 
one  whose  Iieart  is  of  brittleglass — the  other  whose 
licart  IS  of  rock.'’ 

When  Antar  had  hmslicd  his  verses,  Slicdad  came 


up  lo  him,  and  rcJeascd  3)jin,  and  be«-ged  Ijs  pardon, 
loi  he  was  convinced  that  such  wit  expressed  in 
verse  and  prase,  could  not  pro<"eed  but  iroin  an  e\- 
altcd  wnmoi  At  that  moment  came  a  servant  fiom 
King  Zofieu,  wdio  saluted  Sliedad.  Tiic  King,  O 
Chief,  said  he,  sends  his  salutation  m  to  you,  and 
requests  you  will  attend  a  feast  he  has  prepared, 
Shedail  tuik  Amur  with  him  and  went  to  the  feast, 
and  the  sla\  c  followed  him  till  ho  reached  IZolicir’s 
tents,  wliicJi  lieJaimd  resoumhng  witJi  cymbals,  and 
othei  musical  instruments,  and  tlie  victims  were 
slaugJitered  lind  there  were  assembled  the  race  ol‘ 
Abs  and  Adnaii,  and  all  the  valiant  iiorocs  attached 
lo  them,  Sliedatl  soaictl  limisolfuiiiidst  the  noblest 
clucltmns,  but  Aiitai  sat  down  among  the  slaves  , 
.iiid  when  they  bad  eaten  meat,  and  drank  wine, 
tliey  conversetl,  andrciatel  all  the  circurastaficos  of 
the  late  atlaii .  AiiUm  lieard  all  they  said,  and  Shc- 
dad  ^.raised  his  son  Antai,  nifonuing  the  king  oi  oil 
he  luul  done,  and  all  lie  had  composed  in  prose  find 
verse,  and  reialed  tlie  ivliolr  slorv.  All  cried 
the  King,  greatly  lOjoiccd  at  the  coinage  and  elo¬ 
quence  of  Antai,  1  aiiticipaled  at  the  time  iio  slew 
the  slave  of  my  son  Slias ,  I  knew  he  would  be  tlie 
refuge  of  every  petitioner  Who  can  execute  sucli 
deeds  oi  poriorin  such  acts  •  iloublless  lie  will  rise 
superior  to  all  lii:»  contemporaries.  And  he  called 
out  lo  him,  and  ordered  him  into  Ins  prasonce 
Aniar  kissed  his  hands,  and  proaeiUod  him  the  cup. 


and  Ills  heart  was  overpowered  with  joy  and  delight 
0  Antai,  exclaimed  his  friend  Malik,  tlic  King’s 
son — at  vour  commands,  said  Antar,  tliou  moon  of 
this  assembly  I  wish,  said  Mulik,  thou  ivouldsl 
rccito  to  us  some  of  thy  verses  VViUingiy,  my 
lord,  said  Antar  ♦  and  he  tliu*?  continued 

Glory  IS  bound  to  tlie  hack  of  the  stceilb ,  victory 
on  the  day  o(*  Iiorrors,  lives  in  the  sword  ,  nevei 

V 

rises  tlie  hattle  dust  on  the  dav  ol  light,  hut  my 
pliant  speai  assists  me  How  many  sand-clouds 
**liave  I  |>enetmt«},  learlessol  ealamiffeb,  wfien  the 
“  laces  of  Idack  <uid  ndiite  swoon  ni  teiTor  '  Hon 
“  many  liorscmen  Hy  from  the  encounto  of  arms 
when  the  war-dust  rises,  they  fly  and  aic  repiiU 
sed  llien  rush  I  into  the  Ganging-  war  my  heart 
and  mv  chest  are  hewn  oul  of  the  solid  locU.  0 
”  thou  lion-king,  have  thine  eyes  behold  tiic  explous 
'^of  the  horsemen  of  the  desert,  when  the  foe 
“  attacked  us  to  spoil  us  of  our  cattle  ^  then  I  cut 
'‘down  then  chtef  on  the  desert  I  vmsed  him 
”  up  on  niy  nobly-scrvmg  sword  he  was  dashed 
“  from  Ins  saddle,  anti  Ins  cheeks  crushed  on  tlie 
earth  I  am  thine,  0  thou  King  of  all  the  eaith,  and 
“  thy  fame  siiall  he  spread  ovei  every  land  Yc 
‘‘  arc  the  Princes  of  Jezcenmli,  and  whoever  presumes 
to  resist  ye,  bJmll  quickly  be  destroyed  iUid  he 
“  thsinisscil  from  this  world  Come  on  then— it  is 
the  lion  who  never  drew  Ins  sword,  hot  that  every 
“  hero  dreaded  itb  encountei  TJie  hojis  feai,  and 
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in  then*  dons  tremble  at  him ,  man  also  dreads 
‘‘  him,  .iiid  the  (Uemons  of  the  waste  He  sbrinkb 
not  from  tlic  warriorsj  nutncroiis  as  tliey  are  I 
‘‘  plunge  into  the  war-dust,  and  the  wamors  charge 
“  aoainst  the  combatanlb  with  swords  that  pierce 
“  through  the  throats  I  swerve  not  from  my  pm* 
pose  when  I  «ini  lesolved  on  it,  till  I  acconiphsli 
every  wish  ol  my  heart  I  inn  indeed  your  slave, 
'‘Minniod  Antai  ,  to  linn  the  hoirors  of  battle  arc 
welcome ,  he  nevci  iaulters.  Maycsl  thou,  0 
King,  live  for  over  •  II is  like  is  not  among  llic 
“  kings  of  the  earth  oi  the  desert  May  Goil  evei 
“  preserve  for  me  my  father  Shedad,  for  Ire  is  a  su|> 
port  for  me — nothing  existing  could  recompense 
me  for  liir,  loss,  for  he  is  my  lord  and  chiel’  His 
glor)  iH  liom  the  race  of  Abs,  the  scat  of  *ill 
honoui  and  liberality  " 

^Vhen  An  tar  had  ^nislied  his  verses,  King  Zo- 
lieir  and  till  present  expressed  tire  greatest  pleasure. 
The  King  called  him  to  lung  and  giving  him  a  robe, 
tinmked  Inm  In  the  evening  he  returned  witli  hib 
father  Shedad,  and  lits  Ireart  bounded  with  oxulta- 
lion  at  the  honours  with  which  lie  had  been  lavoured- 
And  Ins  puasion  lor  Ibla  iiicroased. 

One  day  Antar  rode  out  on  one  of  the  horses,  in 
company  with  his  brothers ,  they  drove  the  herds  till 
tlrey  came  to  the  pastures,  and  there  Antar  remained 
to  protect  and  tend  them.  Now  Shlboob  was  an  active 
^igacious  follow,  and  had  a  persuasive  tongue,  but 


lie  was  the  deviJ  m  the  form  of  a  man.  In  ranninsr 
he  would  outstrip  a  dcci,  and  wlien  he  ran  after  ti 
liorso.  lie  soon  left  it  behind  among  the  rocks. 

jVntar  Jjacl  great  confidence  in  him  at  all  times, 
and  feared  limi  more  than  any  liuman  being.  Now 
it  happened  tliat  the  sons  of  Zolieir  wove  assembled 
together  nt  tlie  invitation  of  tiicir  uncle  Asyed  tiie 
tion  of  Zezimah,  for  m  those  days,  people  that  loved 
cacli  otlier  frequently  met,  and  slunuied  those  they 
disliked  The  Trmces  were  ndmg  out,  and  made 
choice  of  an  eminence,  whore  they  luilled  and  jnlclicd 

t)ien  iont.s,  and  conversed  till  dninei  was  readi 

•• 

Tlicy  ale,  drank,  anti  laughed  and  sung,  and  joked 
away  the  time,  whilst  sumo  of  the  damsels  sang  the 
following  strain 

Mix  thy  water  m  the  cii))  of  thy  wnie,  and  give 
“mo  to  dimk,  loi  truly  I  have  imxed  my  tears 

“  with  luv  blood  Let  me  drmk  of  wnie  ui  the 

« 

flower  gaulens  to  drive  away  sorrow,  and  tjuickcn 
«  jriy  joys  Kvciy  chann  is  combined  m  her  form 
that  lives  like  the  soul  that  flows  through  my  hnibs, 
“  and  whilst  she  boars  the  cup  ni  her  hand,  she  ap- 
“  pears  kuulhng  the  flame  of’  my  love  In  the 
“  noon-tide  sun  she  dances,  and  hci  fa:c  is  spotted 
Kke  the  full  moon  of  lughl  with  the  star  of  the 
‘‘  Gemiiu.'*’ 

Tliey  were  seated  mid  drinking  they  were  all 
much  amused  and  pleased,  and  tlic  old  wme  had  its 
^way  Just  then,  Malik  turned  round  his  liead  and 
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saw  Antar  and  his  brothers  feeding  the  flocks  and 
camels  on  a  rising  ground  Behold  my  friend  Antar, 
honoured  amongst  llic  inhabitants  of  deserts  and 
cities,  said  he  to  his  brothei,  and  lie  called  to  one 
of  his  sia\"es  Go  to  Antar,  said  he,  and  invite  him 
to  our  party,  that  we  niiiv  heai  his  discourse,  and 
our  enjoyment  be  complete.  How  can  you  look 
upon  this  savage?  exclaimed  Shas,  and  think  of 
such  an  ungracious  wrelcli,  and  thus  raise  hum 
amongst  the  chieftains  of  the  tribe  ?  On  account  of 
his  verses,  liis  consequence  and  power  arc  extolled, 
and  you  bestow  on  lum  the  I  ugliest  dignity.  But 
indeed,  I  feel  inclined  to  rush  at  iiim,  and  tear  lus 
life  out  of  hib  body,  were  I  not  afraid  of  die  re^ 
proaches  and  reprimands  of  my  tribe ,  and  more* 
ovei,  I  should  be  sorry  to  mlernipl  the  amiiscmcnt- 
of  iny  brothers  and  c'^mpmuons  Indeed,  ray  brother, 
yoiu*  repcatcfl  adminilmn  of  him  augments  my  aver¬ 
sion  to  him.” 

Tims  were  they  talking  togetliei,  when  on  a  sud¬ 
den,  a  dust  like  a  cloud  arose  among  them,  and 
tlicrc  appealed  three  hundred  valiant  liorscmen,  like 
lions  of  the  forest ,  and  under  them  were  steeds 
swifter  than  death.  They  were  of  the  tribe  of 
Calitaii,  on  a  raaraudmg  party,  to  plnndei*  die  tnbe 
of  Adnaii.  And  when  they  found  these  persons 
sealed  and  drinking  among  the  hills,  they  said  one 
to  anothei,  Let  us  attack  this  pai’ty,  that  we  may 
capture  them  in  an  instant,  and  convey  them  away 


to  our  country,  for  it  is  a  wealtliy  tribe,  'i'licn 
bending  their  heads  over  their  saddle-bows,  they 
galloppcd  nmong  dicm,  shouting  and  halloumg — 
O  by  Cahtan  ^ 

When  the  aonfj  of'Zoheir  saw  tins,  they  were  sui- 
prised  ,  they  hastened  to  moimt  then  horses  and  to 
gird  on  their  swords  The  foe  pouied  tlown  from 
the  summit  of  the  hill ,  they  all  at  once  shouted 
aloud — they  rushed  forward  and  plunged  tln’ough 
the  dust,  assailing  the  horsemen  of  Yemen,  like  the 
ocean  when  it  bursts  and  retreats.  And  when 
Antar  heard  their  yells  and  screams,  he  leaved  lest 
the  oneiay  would  destroy  them  with  tlieir  .spears  > 
and  greatly  wat.  he  alarmed  for  Malik  and  Ins 
brothers.  Hr-  called  out  towards  Ins  tnvn  brolhers, 
and  went  towards  the  party,  .unong  whom  waa  a 
horseman  whose  name  wa"*  Zatik,  sou  oi  Muboob. 
Antar  pounced  down  upon  him,  arid  piercing  him, 
left  liim  wdtevmg  m  Ins  goie  He  thru  assailed  Ins 
eompanions,  and  gave  a  shout  like  llumder  when  U 
roars  And  there  was  not  one  ilial  eoukl  sec  oi 
IiOiu  ,  feai’  and  trembling  seized  lliom  ,  they  belickl 
only  Antni  the  lion  '  They  fled,  and  ihe  whole 
troop  was  dispersal  and  routed,  till  they  all  disap- 
popred  over  the  extended  plains 

Antar  rcLuvncJ  to  the  prmccs,  and  shouted  out 
to  the  horsemen  that  still  rt  mamed  assmling  them , 
and  as  soon  as  tlicy  looked  on  Antar,  an  universal 
error  sliook  then  frames,  and  their  colour  instantly 
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diangcd;  for  they  had  seen  Inm  scatter  heroes  like 
seeds  of  rue,  and  tramjilo  carcases  uiulcr  lus  feet, 
leaving  numbers  dashed  lo  die  cavtii,  and  none 
could  op[?ose  but  {base  n<’cifStomcr*  to  plunge  into 
the  baltU  dust  And  us  he  engaged  them  he 
roared  out  these  ^clscs 

T])c  lieights  oi  glory  are  not  attained  but  at 
the  point  of  the  speai,  and  patience  m  the  day  of 
battle  lluoiigh  tliu  licavicst  didicuUies,  and  the 
“challenge  ol  every  lioii^hero,  lUid  long-lieardcd 
“wan  101.  AsL  my  horse  ot  me,  when  (lashes  of 
“h‘rc  dy  fiom  Ins  hoofs.  I  ha\c  a  spear-tlinisi 
“  that  deals  the  most  excruciating  pam,  and  raises 
“  me  above  nil  competitors ;  and  my  Iiuhim  blade 
“  cuts  ilirougli  tho  nocturnal  oalauiities  whenever  I 
“  drfkW  it.  1  am  the  son  of  the  black  faced  Zebce- 
“  bah  that  tends  the  camels  I  am  a  slave,  but  my 
“  fury  o’erivliehns  the  lordly  chiefs  lu  the  battfe. 
“  As  to  death,  should  I  meet  him,  I  will  not  shrink 
from  him  when  lie  appears  to  mc^it  is  a  draught 
“  I  must  inevitably  take  wiicn  the  flaj^  ol  my  flisso- 
“  lution  arrives  ' 

Then,  diving  through  t(ie  dust,  he  overthrew 
the  horsemen  singly,  aiul  in  yiairs,  and  mfiised  the 
most  violent  commotions  into  the  hearts  of  the  coni'- 
batants  Thus,  having  driven  away  by  Ins  assaults 
he  fury  of  war,  from  the  sons  of  Zoheii,  they  fell 
relieved  from  their  distresses.  In  the  mean  tune  a  slave 
imd  informed  the  King,  who  instantly  mounted  aiul 
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departed  with  his  horsemen  and  troops;  but  the 
news  did  not  reach  him  till  Antar  had  completed 
the  buBinesSj  and  had  put  his  enemies  to  flight  to 
the  right  and  left ,  mid  many  were  the  brave  that 
remained  on  the  field  The  princes  returned  to  their 
tentSj  Antai  preceding  them  like  a  lion,  repeating 
these  verses 

I  will  not  cease  to  exalt  myself  by  iny  deeds, 
lil^  I  reach  Onon  in  my  ambitious  projects.  Here 
**  I  care  not  for  those  who  abuse  me,  fearful  of  death 
“  and  separation  from  life.  But  1  will  reduce  my 
foes  and  my  railers  by  force,  and  I  will  be  patient 
under  sufferings  and  in  praise  I  will  strive  to 
attain  what  I  desire,  till  death  snatch  me  away 
I  will  arm  my  mind  against  worldly  lusts,  that  1 
may  be  considered  noble-inincled  and  fattliful. 
^Vhoever  would  check  me,  let  him  look  to  himself, 
“  where’er  he  may  be  concealed  My  complexion 
**  IS  no  injury  to  mo,  nor  llie  name  of  Zcheebali, 
when  I  exercise  my  couiage  amongst  the  foe  I 
“  will  work  wonders  and  marvels ,  and  I  will  pro- 
tect  myself  from  the  tongues  ot  the  wicked 
When  Zoheir  heard  Antar’s  verses,  he  thanked 
him  for  Ins  noble  conduct,  and  joyed  m  the  safety 
of  his  sons  and  liis  people,  cxjirGssmg  the  warmest 
attachmeiil  and  alTectioii  for  Antar,  He  then  de¬ 
manded  ol‘  the  prisoners,  of  what  country  tliey  were, 
they  replied  that  they  belonged  to  the  furthest  lojids 
of  Yemen* 


King  Zoheb:  soon  after  gave  an  entertainment  in 
his  tents,  rejoicing  m  the  escape  of  his  sons.  He 
sent  foi  Aiilai  and  set  him  down  by  lus  side,  and 
gave  him  to  drink  of  lus  most  delicious  wines,  and 
placed  him  Jiigh  amongst  all  Ins  comrades,  investing 
him  M'ltli  a  superb  robe,  worked  in  gold,  and  girding 
him  on  a  trusty  sword,  and  mounting  him  on  one 
of  his  finest  Arab  horses.  He  took  pleasure  in 
sefeing  him,  and  called  liim  the  Champion  of  the 
Absiaiis.  From  this  day  foiward,  said  he  to  She- 
dad,  T  will  not  permit  him  to  attend  your  flocks ; 
now  that  he  has  thus  distinguished  himself  by  such 
glorious  deeds,  let  him  now  run  the  career  of  vic¬ 
tory  with  the  warriors  of  Ins  country.  He  was  thus 
separated  from  the  servants,  and  attacked  the 
tribes  and  made  predatory  exciu*sions  ngnmst  them. 
And  his  brother  Shiboob  pointed  out  to  him  the 
hordes,  and  places  of  resort,  and  the  fountains ,  and 
he  never  went  on  any  expedition  but  he  succeeded, 
and  returned  full  of  joy  and  content,  so  that  his 
father  Sliodad  became  enriched,  and  all  the  noblest 
clueftams  delighted  in  him. 

He  had  now  many  friends,  niiil  many  jealous 
enemies ,  amongst  the  latter  were  ]n'mce  Shas,  and 
Rebia  And  when  they  saw  what  great  things 
Antal  liad  done,  tlieii  mdigiivatinn  against  him 
increased,  and  they  resolved  on  Ins  destruction.  In 
every  society,  the  people,  assembled  round  their 
wine,  repeated  Antar’s  verses,  mentioned  his  actions, 


70 


and  talked  of  his  love  for  Tbla,  and  liis  discourses. 
Tins  continued  boidc  tmiCj  till  at  length  it  reached 
the  cars  of  Ihla’s  father  and  motliei,  and  when  they 
heard  Antar’s  amorous  poetry  rcjiculcd,  they 
culed  JI5  and  'vvould  not  ra’Oivo  him  on  hjcndly 
terms  ,  but  shewed  iheir  aYen:on  to  Imn,  111  every 
way^  a«d  inado  him  peifurm  every  menial  olhee  > 
for  Aiitai ,  in  their  cveS}  was  only  considered  as  a 
slave  But  when  (he  talk  nhout  Iblu  gained  ground, 
her  jiiotlici  ordered  Ibla  into  the  picseiicc  of  hci 
fathei,  and  sent  also  loi  Antai.  So,  you  love  my 
daughtci  Ibla,  said  she,  and  make  versos  uixm  hci, 
and  cannot  conceal  your  feelings  Ibla  was  stand- 
nig  by  her  inolhei,  and  when  she  hoard  her  speak 
to  Antai,  she  smiled.  TIils  increased  AnUir’s  con¬ 
fusion,  and  he  was  much  disordered,  as  it  called 
forth  all  Ins  love. 

O  mistress,  said  lie,  did  you  ever  see  any  one  wlio 
liated  hib  mistress,  particularly  when  his  life  and 
death  were  m  her  Jimids  '  vcrilj'^,  I  do  love  Jjei,  and 
my  only  wish  m  this  world  is  to  be  near  her  lici 
form  IS  ever  before  me,  liei  name  rs  ever  in  my 
heart  and  soul,  and  I  exalt  m  my  Acrses,  all  that 
God  has  gmntcd  her  of  beauty  and  loveliness. 

When  Ibla  heard  Antai  speak  m  her  praise, 
her  surprise  increased,  and  Antar  made  great 
progress  m  her  heai't  If,  said  her  mother  to 
Antai,  you  are  m  earnest  111  n'liat  you  say,  let 
us  hear  some  of  your  verses  m  praise  of  her 


charms.  Upon  this,  Antai  hung  clown  his  head, 
and  til  us  spoke 

“  I  love  thee  willi  the  love  of  a  noble  born  hero ; 
and  I  am  coiucnl  ivith  thy  inmgmavy  phantom* 
Tijou  art  niy  sovereign  m  my  very  blood,  and  iny 
“  mistress ,  and  in  thee  is  all  my  confidence.  0  Ibla, 
^*^my  description  cannot  pourtray  thee,  fot  thou 
comprehendest  eveiy  perfcciion.  Wore  X  to  say 
tliy  face  IS  like  the  full  moon  of  heaven,  where 
"  in  that  full  moon,  is  the  eye  of  the  antelope  ?  Were 
I  to  say  thy  simpo  is  like  the  branch  of  the  Eriik 
“  tree,  O  thou  shainest  it  m  the  grace  of  thy  forth* 
In  ihy  Ibrehead  i&  niy  guide  to  truth  ;  anil  in  the 
night  of  thy  trossosi  I  wander  astray.  ^Phy  teeth 
“  resemble  stringed  jewels ,  but  how  can  I  liken 
‘‘  them  to  Ufclcss  pearls  ^  Thy  bosom  is  created  as 
an  enchantment  0  may  God  piotecL  it  c\ci  in 
“  that  jierfection '  To  be  connected  with  thee,  is  to 
be  connected  with  every  joy,  but  separated  from 
all  my  world  js  tlic  bond  of  thy  connexion  Under 
“  tby  veil  IS  the  rosebud  of  my  life,  and  thino  eyes 
“ are  guarded  with  a  multitude  of  arrows,  round 
“  thy  tent  is  n  lion  warrior,  the  sword's  edge,  and 
the  spear’s  point  0  tliy  face  is  like  the  full  moon 
‘‘of  heaven,  allied  to  light,  but  far  from  my  hopes.'’ 

When  Amur  ceased,  Ibla  and  her  mother  were 
astomslied,  and  their  dislike  towards  him  duninished ; 
.md  Ibla  regarded  him  with  aJlcction*  And  Ibla's 
nioliiev  said  to  Aiitar — I  had  no  idea  that  you  could 
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talk  after  this  style,  and  speak  wltli  so  much  elegance 
and  propriety  by  the  faith  of  a  noble  Arab,  you 
are  endowed  with  high  and  nchic  qualities  I  intend 
to  night  to  speak  to  my  husband,  that  he  may 
marry  you  to  Khemisa,  Ibhfs  servant;  \Yho  is 
the  prettiest  of  all  the  girls  of  the  ])lace  Never, 
said  Aiitar,  will  I  be  united  to  a  woman  who  is 
3,  slave,  and  not  free  born ,  and  never  but  with 
her  my  soul  adores  May  God,  said  Ibla,  accom¬ 
plish  thy  wishes,  and  may  he  grant  dice  the 
woman  thou  lovest,  and  may  thou  live  m  peace  and 
happiness  '  Amen,  Amen,  Amen,  rcjilied  Aiitar. 

These  verses  were  soon  published  amongst  the 
whole  tribe,  and  men  and  women  sang  and  repeated 
them  It  happened  about  this  time  that  llohia 
gave  an  entertainment,  to  wlucli  he  invited  Shas, 
and  Malik,  Ibla^s  father  and  lus  son  Anirooiocome 
and  cat,  and  drink  wine,  and  when  they  became 
meiT^,  the  girls  began  to  sing  tliese  verses  Do 
you  not  see  how  that  slave  is  talked  of?  exclaimed 
Silas,  how  his  name  is  renowned,  and  lus  cliaracter 
and  fame  arc  celebrated  ? 

Thus  they  went  on  talking  till  Amroo  became 
exceedingly  angry*  Death,  0  Chief,  said  he  to 
Eebia,  would  be  more  tolerable  to  us  than  such 
proceedings.  I  have  frequently  spoken  to  my  father 
to  cast  off  this  slave,  but  he  says,  the  fellow  is  a 
slave,  and  the  son  of  a  slave,  he  is  of  no  consequence ; 
and  were  we  to  drive  hiirt  out  of  our  tents,  King 
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i^oheir  would  take  him,  and  encourage  him  against 
us,  and  tlicn  Ins  avidity  would  only  increase,  and 
we  should  injure  ourselves,  for  how  can  wo  presume 
to  oppose  King  Zoheir?  And  then  again,  iie  enrages 
us  bv  his  verses  I  liave  longed  to  kill  him  from 
the  moment  I  heard  that  he  mentioned  my  sister  m 
his  rhymes,  let  liappeii  what  may 

We  have  not  invited  yon,  said  Rebia,  to  do  any 
thing  of  tins  kind;  who  is  this  slave,  that  you  should 
stain  vour  sword  with  lus  blood  ^  Let  us  consult 
oil  otiicr  means  of*  killing  Imn.  I  will  tomorrow  con¬ 
ceal  twenty  of  the  stoutest  ol  my  slaves,  and  ivdl 
order  them  to  kill  him  in  the  rocky  prccijuces  My 
slave  l^azam  is  the  brothei  of  Zajii,  and  he  has 
long  wished  to  kill  him ,  but  I  would  not  let  him  do 
il,  for  fear  of  the  reproaches  of  King  Zoheir ;  but 
now  that  his  son  Shas  is  with  us,  and  takes  a  jrarL 
in  the  affair,  wc  shall  he  secuie  from  blame  Then 
said  Shas,  I  will  ass)*:t  you  in  word  oi  deed,  were 
even  my  father  and  brother  and  cousins  to  oppose 
me ,  and  I  will  persevere  in  this  enterpnze,  even  if 
I  were  obliged  to  take  a  jTersonal  part  in  it ;  and  I 
too  will  engage  twenty  of  my  slaves  in  it,  to  kill  him 
by  the  cruellest  death,  and  make  an  example  of 
him.  They  did  not  break  up  the  entertainment 
till  Shas,  Rebia,  and  Amroo  had  all  three  bound 
themselves  by  oath;  and  they  arranged  the  forty 
slaves,  all  strong  as  lions,  twenty  from  Shas,  and 
twenty  from  Rcbia» 


Now  Sliodad  had  a  daughter,  a)id  hei  name  was 
Merwch,  but  not  by  Soinoali ,  and  she  was  married 
to  a  man  chilled  Jabjah,  oiieol'  the  tribe  of  Gluftan, 
and  he  was  a  celebrated  w'arrioi  It  lioppencil  that 
Jahjali  )iad  married  his  sister  to  oiic  Magid,  son  of 
Leith,  also  one  of  the  Ghiftan  tribe,  and  when 
the  bi  idal  festival  was  preparing  amongst  the 
Ghiftanians,  Mcrwcli  came  to  the  tribe  of  Abs  and 
Adnan,  with  a  party  of  Avomcn,  to  invite  tlio  females 
belonging  to  lier  fathei,  and  he»*  uncles  Malik  and 
Zakinot-ool  Je wad,  and  then  relations  amongst  the 
tnbe  of  Carad,  to  the  feast.  They  accordingly  ob¬ 
tained  then  Iiusbands'  permission  to  make  the 
visit,  and  their  Jiusbands  went  witli  them-  In  front 
of  the  howdahs  they  sounded  the  cymbals,  and  the 
servants  brantbshed  their  swords ,  and  Antar  was 
among  them,  in  attendance  on  Ibla  and  Scmcah,  and 
the  wives  of  his  uncles.  And  when  he  assisted  her  to 
alight  and  mount  tljo  liowdab,  he  used  to  grably 
himself  in  talking  to  liei,  and  was  raad  in  gu'/.ing  on 
licr  charms;  and  lie  was  in  hopes  the  journey  would 
be  long.  I  bin’s  motliei  laughed  at  him,  when  slic 
saw  him  assiduously  attcridmg  on  hei  daugliter, 
Venly,  said  she,  you  love  my  daughter  so  much  as 
to  compose  verses  on  her,  and  in  description  of  hei 
beauties.  Yes,  said  Antar,  by  the  God  that  has  de¬ 
corated  t!ic  heavens,  and  raised  tiiem  on  high,  and 
lias  adorned  them  with  stars,  were  I  able,  I  would 
make  my  eye  bei  resting-place  They  journey ctl 
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OH,  .mil  Alltar  rralked  bclore  the  howdah  of  Ihla, 
rcjicutiiig  these*  verses 

Marcli  the  way  of  security.  O  thou,  all  niy 
“  pi-ocecJ,  Jor  Jie  wlio  encojupasscs  thee  3.s  an 
“  lutrcpitl  warnoi,  that  smites  with  liis  sword  when 
the  battle  clashes  0  Ibla,  one  look  from  the  veil 
of  thy  eyelids  IS  siiiricicni  Should  I  never  at- 
lam  lUY  object  in  thii>  world,  the  extended 
plains  and  mountains  must  press  upon  me.’' 

Thus  they  proceeded  on  then  journey ,  singing 
and  playing,  till  the  day  was  spent  and  darkness 
came  on,  when  they  dismounted  m  a  "spacious  plain 
near  a  ]iool  ol  watci  ^I'hcy  ate  and  {Iranlu  and  re¬ 
mained  m  that  spot  till  it  was  day,  and  just  Antai 
was  ordering  the  slaves  to  raise  the  howdahs  on  the 
camels  backs,  lo  ^  a  great  dust  arose,  spreading  ra 
pidly  ovei  the  valleys  and  the  inoimtams  In  an 
instant  there  came  forth  a  hundred  slaves  on  horse¬ 
back,  and  Arabs ,  at  then  liead  was  a  Jiorseinan 
like  an  eagle,  crying  out, 

Tins  day  will  I  be  revenged ,  verily  I  am  tlie 
“  concpicroi ,  and  I  will  settle  tlic  business  with  my 
sword  and  my  spear,  on  a  slave  of  a  tribe  whom 
“  tile  Absians  regard  not,  but  who  listens  not  to 
“  one  that  chides  him.  How  many  men  ^uive  I 
ti-ampled  down  m  the  dust  I  am  a  valiant  one, 
“like  whom  theie  is  no  hero” 

As  was  before  slated,  SJias  and  llcbia  bad  sworn 
to  destroy  Antoi,  and  Imvuig  placed  theu*  spies  an<3 


76 


scouts  for  that  purpose,  they  stationed  the  forty 
slaves,  putting  Basam  at  their  head,  just  at  the  time 
that  Merweb^  the  daiigliter  of  Shedad,  happened  to 
come  by,  and  ivas  returning  ?iome  The  slave,  \vith 
Ills  comrades  of  the  tribe  of  Ham,  followed  the  piirty 
until  they  came  to  the  valley  of  Ghifal,  where  they 
resolved  to  he  in  ambush  for  Aiitar  when  lo  •  the 
sound  of  horses'  hoofs  alarmed  them,  and  heroes 
rushed  upon  tliem,  wyjDg  out — Stop  wlaere  yc  arc, 
or  your  sculls  shall  fly.  Tell  us  who  ye  are,  and  of 
what  tribe  of  Arabs,  before  we  pour  down  destruc¬ 
tion  upon  ye  ”  On  lieaniig  this,  Basam  prepared 
]}i5  people  for  tJic  attack ,  0  Arabs,  lie  replied,  ire 
are  of  the  tribe  of  Abs,  inhabitants  of  this  country , 
hut  who  are  you,  and  why  are  ye  Imlting  m  this 
place?  Slaves  of  a  coward  race,  cned  the  chief,  we 
arc  in  search  of  you,  for  amongst  you  is  tiiat  ac¬ 
cursed  slave  Antal,  the'son  of  Shedad 
Now  these  were  Arabs  and  horsemen  of  the  tribe 
of  Moostalik,  and  their  chief  was  called  Vethab, 
lic  happened  to  be  out  of  tfie  way  wlien  Antai 
slew  Ills  bi other,  some  time  before ,  but  wlien  he 
returned,  they  informed  him  of  it*  lie  went 
forth  to  be  revenged,  exclaiming,  Verily,  slave  of 
the  tribe  of  Abs  lias  slain  my  brother,  but  I  will 
destroy  none  but  tlicir  King,  and  not  return  but 
with  Antafs  head.  He  thus  met  Basam,  and  all 
this  occurred.  And  alter  sofiie  explanation,  know, 
0  noble  Sir,  said  Basam,  our  masters  have  sent  us 
m  search  of  you,  that  we  may  togetlicr  hasten  to  kill 
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tills  slave,  and  waylay  lum  here  he  has  halted  this 
night.  Ti  ye  wish^  we  will  slay  him,  said  Vcthab, 
and  we  will  give  you  his  head ,  but  if  you  please, 
do  you  kill  him,  and  give  us  hts  head  But  sweat 
you  will  not  betray  us. 

Upon  that,  they  promised  and  swore,  and  took 
engagements  from  one  another  But  Basam  turned 
towards  his  comrades  Let  us  hide  ourselves  here, 
said  he ,  but  if  ye  perceive  that  tliey  commit  any 
injury  to  the  property  and  families,  wc  must  then 
assail  them  too,  till  some  people  come  to  oui  aid, 
and  thus  wc  obtain  our  end  m  the  death  of  Antar, 
However,  tve  must  in  the  attack  remain  in  llie  rear, 
so  that  the  women  may  not  distinguish  us,  and  know 
that  we  are  amongst  the  enemy*  Do  what  you 
please,  said  the  slaves,  and  when  the  shades  of  night 
were  dissolving,  the  party  imdei  Vetliab  poured 
down  upon  Antar  like  a  cloud  of  waves,  shouting 
out,  To  arms  •  to  arms  ^ 

Then  began  the  women  to  scream  and  weep 
Antar  cast  his  eyes  towards  Ibla,  and  she  wag  bathed 
m  tears  he  looked  at  her  niothei,  and  her  grief 
was  great.  Antai  smiled,  and  presented  himself 
before  Xbla’s  mothei  0  mistress,  said  he,  what 
think  you  of  these  our  enemies?  verily  they  arc 
eager  for  their  prey  O  Antai,  said  she,  my  force 
and  spirits  are  exhausted ;  in  a  moment  we  sliall  be 
the  prisoners  of  oui  enemies,  and  they  will  scatter 
us  over  this  desert.  0  my  mistress,  said  Antar, 
give  Ibla  to  me  in  maiTiage,  and  I  will  disperse 
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your  enemies  at  a  single  onset.  I  will  reclure  tliein 
to  annihilation ,  and  1  will  give  you  iheir  horses  and 
their  arnioui  as  a  dowel.  This  is  no  time  for 
merriment,  said  slie.  No,  cried  Antai,  By  the  God 
of  day,  niid  the  animatoi  of  souls  *  he  that  is  God 
the  merciful,  ami  the  Loid  of  victory,  if  you  pro¬ 
mise  lo  marry  lier  to  me,  I  will  make  over  lo  you 
these  liorses,  uiid  slay  their  iiiastort*.  Defend  Jiei, 
said  she,  and  slie  is  yours  At  the  instant,  he 
turned  round  to  Shiboob-— Vroteclinv  real,  he  cued, 
this  day.  Be  of  good  cheei ,  thou  black-born,  ex¬ 
claimed  Sbiboob,  for  1  will  bear  hvo-tlnrds  of  thy 
troubles  Antar  rushed  forwai  d  and  assaidicd  them, 
roaring  and  shouting  aloud,  and  again  he  attacked 
them,  ami  roared  out.  He  encountered  the  first 
ranks,  and  met  them  will  all-potcut  thiusts;  he 
struck  them  in  their  chests,  and  in  tlieir  eyes  lie 
slew  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth ,  and 
behold,  a  horseman  came  down  u|X)n  Antni’  from 
behind.  As  he  was  blustering  over  the  plain,  and 
just  as  he  was  about  to  transfix  Antar  with  bis  spear, 
lo  •  an  arrow  pioreal  his  heart,  and  iJirew  ium  from 
his  hoi  sc  The  lernbic  Shiboob  dealt  the  deadly 
blow  When  the  party  saw  the  state  of  tlic  battle, 
they  retreated  from  before  him ,  but  he  marking 
how  the  enemy  were  dispersed,  came  up  to  the 
women,  and  said  to  Ibla,  Check  thy  tears,  thou  light 
of  my  eyes,  the  man  lives  not  that  has  harmed  thee  I 
and  thus  he  spoke  in  verse ' 

“  Check  thy  tears,  for  if  thy  heart  is  distressed, 


‘‘  the  noble  lion  ol  the  den  will  protect  thee.  0 
“  Ibla,  feni  not,  indulge  no  iihinns,  ibr  my  wliole 
fnime  is  labouring  vintler  the  burden  of  its  love, 

“  and  1  am  a  hon  to  whom  the  warriors  m  the  day 
“  of  contention  bow  in  subunssioii,  and  wliom  the 
cowards  dread.  0  Ibla,  if  persecution  and  absence 
must  kill  me,  O  that  the  bonds  of  meeting  were 
loosened  for  evei*  Vciil)^  I  will  defend  thee  this 
“  day,  O  thou  my  only  hope,  for  I  have  a  sword 
wJiose  blade  cleaves  llic  sculls  O  Ibla,  arise — 
behold  my  actions,  and  my  deeds  under  the  battle 
“  dust,  wlicn  every  man  is  cut  lo  jneces,  Hehold 
“  my  exploits  wJieii  they  attack  anil  come  on,  and 
the  supports  of  ihcir  tribe  are  destroyed  The 
foe  wishes  to  take  thco.  captive,  0  thou  my  only 
“  hope.  0  Ibla,  palsied  is  the  band  that  would  take 
“  thee  pnsonci  I  will  steep  my  sword  in  their 
“  blood,  and  1  will  glut  the  birds,  .ind  the  wolves, 
“  and  the  Ghuols,  with  their  carcases.  Here  let  all 
tlie  world  know  that  every  foe  of  inme  shall  be 
“  overthrown  under  the  dust  of  the  battle 
When  Ibla  heard  Antav  address  bci,  she  smiled 
w'ltli  teeth  more  brilliant,  and  wlutei  than  jicarls, 
for  she  felt  assured  of  Ins  victory  and  contjuest. 
Again  he  returned  towards  the  Ibe,  like  a  bun,  and 
attacked  them  on  the  field  of  battle,  scattering  them 
to  the  viglil  and  to  the  left  Shiboob  assisted  him 
in  the  rear  witli  liis  aiTows,  and  the  dust  rose  ami 
filled  the  plain  on  all  sides  The  women  were 


80 


pmymg  for  An  tar,  and  hn'oking  the  God  of  heaven. 
He  was  eagerly  assjuling  the  foe,  like  a  lion,  and 
slew  thirty  of  then  horsemen  His  liotsc  being 
completely  exhausted,  he  dismounted  ,md  vaulted 
on  another  charger ,  and  whilst  all  this  was  passing 
tlie  slaves  of  the  tribe  of  Abs  looked  on  and  gazed 
m  wild  dismay  and  astoiiishnieut ,  but  the  cliief 
Vethab,  wJien  lie  jioiceivcd  Ins  companions  and 
those  that  were  overthrown,  cned  out  to  the  surviv¬ 
ors,  1  alone  am  liis  mutch ,  and  lie  rode  away  to  the 
held  of  battle,  clothed  mbriUuintannoui,  a  splendid 
sword  on  his  loins,  and  a  spear  m  his  hand,  and  he 
tiius  exclaimed . 

The  viscissitudes  of  fortune,  from  the  height  of 
then*  nuitibihty  arc  launcljcd  against  me,  and  every 
*'  companion  has  abandoned  me  l^he  death  of  niy 
tribe  IS  at  hand,  from  the  arm  of  a  slave  w'ho  dis- 
regards  lus  fate  It  is  no  wondei  when  fortune 
raises  up  a  poor  wretch,  that  she  should  leave  him 
in  las  infinmtics  a  prey  to  tlie  lions,  0  thou 
‘‘vile  slave,  tliat  Imst  oiitstep|)ed  thy  spliere,  u 
“  ^raiTior,  one  whom  no  words  can  rlescnhe,  is  come 
“  aiiamst  thee  Awav  then  with  tliy  hhiicl  follies, 
thou  son  of  Zebeebah ,  lor  how  many  licrocs  have 
“  I  destroyed  at  the  moment  of  their  attack  ^ 

He  had  scarcely  finished  his  verses  when  Antai 
answcrcfl  inm 

‘‘  Tliou  wouldst  abuse  me,  vile  wrctcli,  for  that 
“  I  am  the  colour  of  tlmt  niglu,  whose  dangers  I 


If  I  nm  ii  '?l;ivo,  I  linvo  slam  lliy  chiclli, 
“and  1  have  overwhi'inied  lliOin  wilh  the  vieissi- 
tuilcs  ol  fortune  1  am  tlic  assaullinsj  lion  in 
‘‘ the  fielil  of  liallle  1  rush  impel  lunisly  when  the 
‘‘  coward  turns  away  in  Highl.  Tito  /irm-rootcil 
“mountains  are  up-roolcd  at  my  vehemence,  and 
let  every  one  i\  ho  dares  to  )‘csisl  mt,  he  ccrtuiii 
“  ol  death  Mow  mnnv  lieioes  are  imuished  as  soon 
“  as  the  lustre  ol  my  horse  s  front  shines  in  the  plain 
“  ol  war’  iheir  hands  instantly  rehiKpiish  their 
‘  arms,  and  they  tumble  on  the  surface  ol'the  earth, 
slrugo’ling  with  their  limbs  TJow  man)'-  warriors 
“  have  r  letl  stretched  dead,  gored  with  the  spear 
“  tliriists'  If  thou  art  desirous  to  light  mu,  conic  on 
“boldly  to  the  lici'o  who  will  make  thee  taste  the 
“  lood  ol  dentil  even  from  the  ti]i  of  his  liiigcvs  ’’ 

He  lUfttantly  assailed  linu,  and  struck  iiun  on  tiu 
lireast,  and  dmiug  oul. his  spear  between  Ins  shoul- 
deVN,  he  rushed  among  Ins  comrades  like  unto  .i 
valimil  lion,  and  gored  their  sides  and  their  bosoms 
tind  when  they  percem^d  that  Ins  assault  W'us  like  ;i 
vivid  flame ol‘ /ire,  Uiey  fled  over  the  plains  and  the 
rocks  In  the  mean  tune,  the  slaves  ol  Sluis  and 
llcbia  seeing  wlint  Antai  had  dime  to  the  tribe  ol 
Mooslalik,  and  how  he  was  eomnig  down  upon 
them  w’lth  a  loud  shout,  and  also  Sliiboob,  ([Uick  as 
the  flash  of  lightning,  in  hib  rear ;  they  turned  their 
backs  and  fled.  Amur  relumed,  llie  blood  streaming 
from  lus  spear  The  women  joined  him,  thanking 
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nud  pvumiii*’  luiu  tind  Tl)la  also  caino  u])  to  luiii 

«iiuJ  snulcd  upon  Join  (rucl  proiect  iJioe,  fwod  she, 

lliuu  blat  k  lu  lacc,  hiil  hiir  in  deeds — tliou  oniament 
ol'inen  He  expi'^sscd  his  nnUitiiile*  and  having 
rc])laced  heron  the  how dalu anti  ordepal  the  slaves 
U)  colled  the  scaUered  horses  and  thspersed  ciiule, 
ami  the  s]K>iiK  ol'the  slain,  he  truveiled  on  with  tiu' 
women  till  lliev  i  cached  llie  tribe  ol  Gin  I  tun,  iind 

9 

informed  Shedail  ol  all  that  had  ocenri'etl  with  the 
cnem}'  Sliethul  gate*  luni  tlianks,  ami  kissed  Inin 
between  the  eves,  lie  took  him  bv  ibe  hand,  anti 
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biJt  angci  was  soolbetl  Anil  wlien  Ihev  were  at  the 
feast,  Shedad  nrdied  to  place  him  among;  the 
duels,  bill  Anlar  would  not  consent,  iiud  he  went 
nwav  and  loiiied  the  'skives,  and  all  the  duels  were 

I  ' 

asloinsbed  at  bis  modest)  'I'hev  slooil  in  awe  <>l 
him,  and  raised  ins  dignity  ,  liowei’oi,  all  the  elders 
iuul  the  voiUfi  came  np  to  Inni,  aiul  made  fnm  sit 
down  with  ilieiu  to  drink  wine,  and  treated  him  with 
.ill  manner  ol  kindness,  and  in  leturn,  in*  reeiU'd 
various  pieei’s  o I  poetry,  .uul  I he\  were  greallv  de¬ 
lighted  ,  and  tor  ^evioi  days  tiiey  eonliimed  this  ci¬ 
vility  ,md  lioiKuii,  and  not  a  day  pir^cd  bul  the 
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fannhes  itiade  tJuwr  aek  non' Jed  icemen  Is  lo  Anfai. 

And  the  least  lieing  conehaled,  the  Irihc  ol  Abb 
souglit  tlieir  homes  and  their  <)wn  habitations,  and 
travelled  till  lircy  reacJicrl  t)ie  land  oj' .Shcerebah  and 
Mount  Saadi  Wlien  lo  ^  loud  cues  ami  niereasing 
shouts,  and  shnil  scrcaiiib  and  clouds  ol  dust,  iroin 


nil  (lircclions  assaiknl  llicni  WI)at  iinsfortiincj 
cried  Sliedad,  wiial  diasiers  have  befallen  us Tliey 
Imstened  away  on  their  Arab  .•.tecclisj  and  loiim!  llieir 
Avivch  pnanners,  and  tlieii  dau^’hlers  ihshonoiired 
Loud  and  cniiliised  were  then  shru'ks,  and  through 
the  dusl  glared  die  dazzling  bnghlnoss  of  swords 
and  the  iiproai  oi  men  was  like  the  crash  of 
tluiiidei  and  there  was  no  one  in  the  leiils  but  a 
lew  men  and  the  sons  ol*  King  Zoheii,  all  covered 
with  wounds  ,  <inil  ihoiigh  they  were  still  defending 
the  |)ro])eri\j  they  felt  ceruun  of  drinking  the  cup 
(d  death 

Now  the  cause  of  this  ternhle  event  ivas,  that 
King  Zoiii'ii  had  gone  forth,  accompmm'd  by  Ins 
waivioj.s,  ifg-fnnsr  flu*  land  of  Cahf.'in .  Joi  luMvas 
inioniieil  that  Mooteghelns  was  coming  down  upon 
him  with  all  his  tnhe,  and  il  was  Zoheir's  in- 
lention  to  meet  linn  .it  some  distance,  out  of  his 
own  tei j’Hories,  and  thus  to  jirevent  him  Irom  in- 
vaihng  his  connli^,  anil  laving  waste  his  lands  So 
he  lell  ins  brothei  Zemhaa  with  a  small  body  of  men 
and  de}uirl,ed  ,  but  chancing  to  miss  the  enemy  on 
the  road,  ‘Mooteghelns  readied  the  country  of  Zolieii* 
in  saloty,  where  he  |f>iiiul  tlie  tents  uipiroleclcd  by 
w'arriois  lie  laishod  .igninst  them,  .nid  the  noblt 
Alisiaiis  lose  to  arms,  ,iiul  violent  was  the  conten¬ 
tion  belneen  them,  and  nian\  lirave  men  were-  left 
dead  ii’|)oii  the  plain,  and  the  brightness  ol  the 
day  bcciime  black .  Numbers  thickened  upon  tlic 


Absians ;  loud  and  pn?rciiig  were  the  slnicks  of  the 
women,  and  slavery  seemed  then  undoubted  fate 
Temadl)ur  taken  pnsonei,  and  also  ModchUah 
anil  Mekdacla  and  Jeinana,  and  they  were  ovci- 
wJielnicd  lu  misery  and  disgrace.  At  that  hour 
arrived  Anlar  and  Sliedadj  and  the  horsemen  of 
Carad,  and  they  amounted  in  all  lo  lony  warriors 
Cousms,  era’ll  Slidlacl,  come  on  lo  these  dastards ' 
tlien  those  brave  Jellows  iiishcd  forward,  leaving  the 
slaves  with  the  women  and  dnidren  0  son  oi' 
Zebeebah.  cried  Shedud  to  Antai^  i  uisli  lo  day  to 
see  thee  fjglu,  tiiai  I  may  express  my  gratitude  foi 
thy  noble  deed.*)  O  mastei,  soon  shalt  thou  observe 
what  I  do  he  replied,  Boubtle  ;s  the  chief  of  the 
tribe  IS  hej  e  Thou  art  riglil,  said  Slicdnd  The^ 

sought  ihe  enemy,  and  the  whole  plain  trembled  at 
then  should  they  shook  then  lances,  and  the 
wojueu  and  wervan is  shoutcil aloud,  w^Iicii  they  knew 
they  were  Absiaus  coming  to  protect  them  They 
attacked  Uio  light,  and  drove  then  left,  and  Aiitm 
assaulted  the  centre,  plunging  throiigli  confusion 
and  horrors ,  and  thus  he  exclaimed , 

“  Tills  day  wall  i  raise  a  liattle,  that  shall  buin- 
“  ble  the  warriors  of  ages  Jong  past  1  will  make 
the  blood  lo  stream  from  thou  joints,  when  the 
sculls  of  the  warfjojs  lca]>  from  tiie  blow  of  my 
sword  How  many  c1iip1&,  >vhen  tliey  see  me  eager 
m  the  /iglit,  lliroiv  array  tiieir  .irms,  ami  save 
themselves  by  flight  *  1  am  the  hold  one  As  to 
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(lie  fire  of  waiy  I  kindio  and  Imvl  the  tribes  into 
<<  punishmciUs  and  clcatii  Death,  m  tlic  threful 
“  combat,  Icars  me,  wlien  the  battle-dust  rises ;  and 
the  samhcknid  is  like  a  blazing’  fire  My  joy  is  in 
the  encounter  of  heroes,  xvhen  •spears  and  swords 
clash  111  iny  grasp  Dow  many  battle-dusts  have  I 
“  dived  into,  fearless  ot  calamities  '  'riie  joy  of  eon- 
tests  IS  my  object ,  u  is  all  my  desire.  Venly,  deeds 
**  will  I  ]>erh)riu  umivalletl,  deeds  that  shall  be  re- 
corded  on  leaves  and  books.  I  wdl  raise  the 
“  tumultuous  dm,  and  seas  of  lilood :  ’Us  m  thou 
‘‘crimson  tallows  that  my  gladness  aUonnds^  I 
“  will  make  the  atmos]iiici’C  like  the  sable  night, 
“  wlicn  tlio  dust  ( louds  roll  over  the  regions  like  a 
veil  companion  have  £  in  battle  but  my  liorsc 
“  and  lily  sword .  and  they  complain  of  my  Iniy  5 
‘‘they  exalt  me,  they  mbject  death  to  me,  and  I 
“  am  exalted  above  all  mankind  111  ni  v  hillici,  ^[y 
“  ambiuon  soars  above  Pisces,  andnivdeterimnation 
“  raises  me  above  the  Arab  and  the  Persian/^ 

When  Antar  had  ended,  he  shoiucd  aloud  to  the 
eombatants,  anti  rushed  madly  into  the  nndsL  of  the 
cnemj,  mid  ovcrthiew  llicm ,  he  drove  tiiem  before 
bun  over  the  plain  and  the  same  did  Slietlad  and 
his  brothers  on  the  left,  and  made  them  m  a 

shamotid  niamici  Altei  tlic  (light,  the  ^Vlisians 
I’eturncd,  ami  among  the  first  was  Zoinboa,  llie  son 
of  Jajjeemah  ,  they  raised  tiiejr  Icmble  shout,  and 
they  gladdened  m  the  destruction  of  souls,  llicy 


poinlocl  tlicu  lances,  they  cviecl  out  lo  their  noble 
steeds— spenrs  clashed  against  spears,  Antar  alone 
broke  through  tlie  right,  whilst  Shctlad  and  the 
Absians  destro^^od  thclel’t,  then  the  Imiscmen  agam 
retired  in  disgrace,  and  the  plain  seemed  loo  confined 
for  them  Mootoghetns  beheld  Ins  hursemcii  in 
confusion  and  discomfUwl,  and  the  left  wing  intei- 
nuxed  with  the  'aght,  that  tliev  weve  driven  by 
Antar  like  a  hold  ol  grazing  eamels,  .md  that  he  was 
roaring  m  their  i  ear  like  die  ci  ash  of  llumdei  Alarm¬ 
ed  at  this  rttalo  of  affairs,  lu!  poured  down  from  an 
eminence  with  the  people  that  vcmai noil  uitli  Imn, 
assaullum  Antar  with  his  warriors,  and  thev  all 
bore  patiently  this  dreadful  encountei 

Now  ikisain,  tlio  servant  ol‘  Rebia,  wlio  had 
followed  Antai  tliat  he  might  destroy  him  on  Ins 
way  to  tile  inhe  of  <ilnflan,  perceiving  how  he  fuui 
slam  the  tribe  of  Mooslalik,  anti  also  then  tlnef, 
retuincd  with  his  coiupamons  upon  the  day  oi  this 
battle;  and  as  he  marked  Antar’s  premess  dii  that 
occasion,  he  envied  him  in  lus  lieart,  ami,  Mccietly 
designing  to  imirder  him,  ho  assadetl  him,  togelhei 
wjth  t))o  pally  of  Mootcghclijs 

Antar  encountered  the  enemy,  and  flinclicd  not, 
and  Ins  assault  was  tlie  assault  oi‘ a  Icrocious  lion. 
The  storm  of  dust  thickened,  so  that  a  lather  could 
not  distmgiush  Ins  son  Just  then,  llasani  aimed 
Ins  spcai,  and  violently  attacked  Antai,  foi  lus 
accursed  spirit  was  aware  how  much  credit  he  should 
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gam  ])y  slaymg  lum.  He  approacliccl  him,  and  was 
cagcrl}'' watdiing  Ills  opporluiiity,  wliome  '  anarrxjw 
shot  through  fhcbaek  oflhisaiu,  and  passed  out  by 
Jus  chc.sl ,  ami  Jic  wlio  slew  Basani,  and  uimle  Juui 
drmk  (ho  eup  of  death,  was  flic  ihviul.ul  Sliih(>ol). 
Now  Anlar  had  veconmiendcd  Shibooh  ii»  pi’olcci 
Ibla  lun  tlkl  he  cvei  quit  Ivci  till  he  pciccivcd 
Ihxsam  iKsiung  h’oni  the  tents,  loUowed  hs  some 
Absians,  whilst  his  bnnhei  ua^  Inboiirmg  lo  aUam 
the  staudiivds  Shibooh  was  alannod,  tiiul  tpntlcd 
Ibla,  and  van  after  Innu  But  Antar  knew  notinng 
of  all  thi^,  i  lid  when  lie  saw  I^a^aln,  lie  was  just 
aljouc  lo  do  (he  deed,  a(  the  moineiit  the  arrow 
struck  lihii  dead. 

Non  Aular  was  oeeu]>jed  m  de.stvoymg  the  enemy, 
and  he  stopped  not  till  he  ciinie  np  lo  Mooleglictns 
ni  the  fury  of  the  light .  iind  lie  saw  hnu  driving 
back  the  Iroo})^,  ami  heekomng  wuh  his  lame  to 
those  wlio  wen  Hying  Iroin  Antai  like  a  Hock  gl’ 
sheep  His  sou)  w'ould  not  .sulnnil  to  liiglil ,  hut  he 
‘■’houted,  and  rushed  lorward  like  the  sea  wlieii  it 
roars  And  Anliir  received  linn  m;  the  })arched  np 
ground  iceenes  the  first  ol  the  rain  he  ehallonged 
hnu  in  i  tremendous  voice,  and  addrosseii  him  in  the 
Jmrshest  terms ^  he  press4*d  u(;ou  lifootegheti  and 
dosed  upon  )>un,  and  blocking  op  ,dl  means  oi’ 
escape,  lie  thrust  Ins  spein:  through  Jirs  boweih,  and 
tore  out  Ins  entrails ,  and  when  the  horseiucn  saw 
dial  ho  was  dead,  they  were  disordered  anti  took  to 


Higiil ,  and  die  spears  ol’  the  Absians  played  upon 
the  liigitlves  till  die  evening,  M’fien  they  returned 
and  collected  the  spoil  of  tlic  c^^ttk  Jilvcry  where 
the  vicloiy  Mas  celebrated  with  irimnph,  and  all 
united  m  praiiaing  Auiui,  iiiul  describing  lus  lioroic 
dcotls,  bow  he  hud  slam  IMootcghclvib,  and  had 
amulnlatcd  lus  troops. 


CHAPTER  III. 


Now  Slictlatl  cxcmlingly  glnrieil  in  Anlar;  iiwarc 
that  ho  iuul  acquired  new  liiritrc  by  Ins  actions,  and 
not  a  person  remained  lo  coin])liiiii  ot  linn  or  abuse 
lum.  He  ran  lip  to  Aniiii  and  kissed  him  between 
the  eyes.  Put  Antai  kissed  his  feet,  and  he  appeal¬ 
ed  like  the  llowcr  of  ihe  Jiuias  tree,*  completely 
was  lio  smeared  with  the  blood  of  the  combatants 
Sliedail's  afTi'ction  for  him  increased,  nml  he  said  to 
his  brothel  Zakmet-ool  Jowad,  Bv  the  fmth  of  an 
Arab,  our  cdiicaiion  has  not  been  lost  upon  Antar 
How  shoukl  he  not  bo  noble,  lie  replied,  you  hemp; 
the  cause  of  his  existence^  and  tlie  Arab  Cadi  de¬ 
creed  lum  U)  you,  and  told  you  he  was  of  your  loms , 
do  not  reject  him,  Ibr  he  truly  belongs  to  you 

Ainai,  iis  well  as  Shotlad.  hom'd  those  M'ords.  and 

•  0 

he  Isi'j)!  them  secret  in  Ins  licurt,  and  he  said  not  a 
word  U)  aiivonc,  }>iil  m  a  short  time,  when  they  «J) 
repaired  lo  their  own  tenU,  and  separated  each  to 
Ills  own  family,  and  each  collected  lus  onvii  pail), 
Antar  also  relirecl  to  llic  house  of  his  molhci,  aiul 
Shiboub  was  driving  before  him  what  came  to  his 
shave  ol  the  pliindci.  And  when  the  time  of  rest 

♦  CcrcLs  SUuiuttstmnt,  Ilia  ibwera  of  which  arc  of  a  vorv  briglil 
juirjile  colour,  comjiig  oul  Iroijj  tho  braucJiea  aijil  itcjn  on  cverjf  sidc^ 
111  large  cluilers,  nud  o»  i>horl  peduncles 


drew  near,  lie  Ijccame  sad  and  sorrowful,  and  tiic 
liouse  being  criuady  empty  of  people  and  ucighbouvb, 
O  luy  modici,  ‘■■iiKl  he,  I  Jmvc  heard  words  to  clay, 
lire  lueaniug  ui  wljjcli  I  ennnot  compjujK'nd  ^  I  wisli 
you  nouUl  explain  them  U>  me,  tUid  tell  me  \^ho  is 
inyralUci,  that  I  may  know  who  broiiglil  me  ii}>  I 
wilt  luloj  m  you  ol‘  all  that,  '^aid  she  ,  su  she  then 
told  hnn  hov/  Shedud  hud  met  hci  m  the  desert, 
and  how  all  the  ten  had  sought  (or  hei ,  uiul  how  he 
hud  repulsed  them,  mid  maile  them  agree  to  give  lici 
loliim,  a:>  lUft  bluire  iiow  they  afterwards  cjiiuiTolleil 
about  biiii,  ami  went  before  the  Arab  Ciuli,  who  Imd 
decided  that  be  belonged  (o  Slieclad  Well  Iberi, 
said  he  to  liei,  0  molliei,  jT  die  Arab  Cadi  deeuictl 
that  I  wns  liis  son,  and  ten  linvc  also  agreei! 
that  I  was  sprung  irom  his  loms,  why  iloes  hi*  not 
call  me  lus  son,  ase\ery  one  else  docs'*  This  would 
cost  him  deal ,  said  she,  and  lie  eannol  resoh  e  on 
that,  because  he  snys  you  are  u  base-horn  ,  and  lie  is 
afraid  of  the  disgrace  he  should  incur  liy  giving  you 
the  rank  mul  honours  of  a  sou ,  and  the  Arabs  would 
not  consent  to  it  ’’ 

“  r  w'ould  not  pcrniit  (hat  lo  be  (lie  case,  he  re¬ 
plied,  for  n  hoover  would  bring  slintne  upon  him,  J 
would  soon  reduce  to  anmlnlxilion.  Bui  d'  Shedad 
still  denies  me  my  right  and  rank,  I  wdl  use  my 
swoi  d  and  spear  ujiou  him ,  and  should  I  perceive 
that  the  tribe  dare  despise  me,  I  will  level  my  scimitar 
at  the  Avliole  of  them,  and  1  will  go  to  another  tribe,. 


who  may  better  imdcrstand  my  value,  for  Iiowoflen 
have  T  resened  them  fioni  tlien  dangers,  and 
liberated  them  from  ])erilb  '  I  will  begin  by  striking 
olF  die  Jjcail  of  Shedad,  ji  he  docs  not  acknowledge 
my  lank  and  condition ,  and  so  v/ill  I  treat  also 
my  iinelc,  if  he  does  not  give  me  Ihla  in  marnago, 
Imn  too  will  1  make  to  drink  the  wnio  disgrace 
For  licaven''b  sake,  said  Ins  motliei,  do  nothing  of 
the  kind,  for  they  wdl  only  hale  you  the  more,  and 
you  will  gam  nothing  but  the  men  and  women 
love  you,  I  ])erceive,  on  account  of*  yoiii  noble 
deeils,  tiierclbie  proceed  to  no  ex irenntics,  otherwise 
you  will  iiuTcase  then  iialred  aiul  emnit)  against 
you  But,  my  tnothei,  added  Antai,  my  aunt  lias 
once  promised  lo  give  Ihla  t{>  me  in  marriage,  and 
has  engaged  herself’  hy  comvacL  lo  that  purjiose 
Tlusli  ^  said  Pjebecbnii,  tnlK  not  of  impossibilities', 
tins  will  novel  ha]>pen  how  can  a  slave,  without 
connexion  or  rank,  as|mc  to  mairiage  with  an  Arab 
woman  jiartieiiiarly  as  )ou  were  brought  up  tend¬ 
ing  iIk^  sheep  and  the  camels '  O  mutlier,  said  Antar, 
I’ll  show  thee  wonilers  ,  my  soul  pants  for  lionour 
and  dignity,  and  with  my  sword  will  I  dishonour 
the  necks  of  tlie  Arab  chieftains.” 

'rims  tlioy  continued  to  talk  till  morning  dawned, 
when  King  Zoheu  returned.  lie  could  scarcely 
bdjcvc  tliat  Ins  Jannly  were  preserved  safe  from 
ignominy,  foi  lie  had  hoard  that  Moolcghetns  Iiad 
l^asscd  hiiu  on  tlic  I'oad ,  apd  severe  indeed  was  Ins 
anxiety  and  aflliciion  at  having  thus  missed  Ins  foes 
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lie  marched  therefore  day  and  mgtit  till  he  reached 
Ills  own  country,  and  loiind  all  liis  people  happy 
and  secure 

Eut  when  tlic  tribe  of  Abs  saw  their  kinn*  return- 
mg  with  all  Jus  army  and  troops,  the  ihifiir  and 
nobles  went  out  to  meet  bun,  uud  having  congratu¬ 
lated  him  and  prayeil  tor  lus  long  hie,  they  explain¬ 
ed  toluni  the  d(?striiclion  of  lus  enenues,  ^uid  all  the 
heroic  aclsol  Antai ,  howiie  luid  .4ani  Mooleghctns, 
and  what  nobio  feats  be  had  (leitonued  Vcnly, 
said  JOng  J^ohen,  we  arc  ennobled  in  Jinn  ahorc  all 
Arabs,  we  have  not  apjirccmtcil  hib  worth,  and 
have  not  projiGrly  understood  his  oreainess  'rridv 
he  will  become  the  champion  ol  this  whole  nation,  if 
he  live  long,  and  all  tfie  (lorsemLMi  will  lie  under  liib 
autiionty  mul  coiiuiuuicl 

King  7a))\v)\  procfcdcfl  to  Jus  own  icnts,  and 
found  Ins  women  cxulliiig  in  ihoileeds  ol  Antai, 
he  afterwards  enlered  his  wile  Tomuilhui's  jparU 
mciUb,  and  toiiiul  bet  also  praising  Antar  m  heart 
and  speech,  as  she  exclaimed,  0  King,  it  is  not 
Antar,  hut  n  noble  warrior,  tot  lu'  has  done  the 
deeds  ol‘a  Jiero,  Tluib  svns  AutarV  ihgnitv  raised 
in  the  eyes  of  King  Zohen  Were  we  to  decree  to. 
him  our  lives  and  oiu  properly,  said  he,  it  would' 
still  be  a  small  return  Ibi  such  cxaltctl  acts.  JIc 
soon  aCtei  ordered  some  sheep  anti  lat  cattle  to  he 
killed,  and  having  divcetcd  the  incai  to  he  served 
up  and  the  irnie  io  Hon,  Jit  utiU  out  into  the  mid¬ 
dle  oi‘  the  camp,  and  there  erected  a  large  tent  of 
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volvel  and  silk,  and  placed  in  llie  ceiUre  a  throne  of 
ivorv  inlaid  with  burnished  o’old.  The  liorseincn  then 

^  o 

jircscnlcd  tliemselves^  Kcbiaandhis  bi  other  attend¬ 
ed,  lUul  earh  sealed  hniisell'  according  to  Ins  rank 
Shediid  alst)  cainc,  and  all  Ins  valiant  dependants  ; 
Anlar  too  oiileied,  and  kissed  the  ground,  and 
made  olioisnneo,  and  imayed  I'oi  a  continuance  ol’ 
Zolicn‘'s  glory  I  le  was  going  to  sit  down  amongst 
the  slaves,  but  Ivnig  Zoheir  said  to  him,  liy  the 
Mover  ol  (he  heavens,  no  one  shall  bo  iny  companion 
to  da\  bill  you,  <nid  no  one  shall  eat  anti  dnnk  but 
I  and  yon  And  he  inadt'  Aiitar  come  towards 
hijn  0  King,  said  Antai,  .ts  he  kissed  Ins  hand, 

1  am  b’u  Yoin  slave  'J'hen  King  Zolicir  goi  up 
Ironi  liiis  ihrone,  and  sculctl  him  by  his  side,  and 
talked  (t^  iinn  and  all  present  Iiad  then  eyes  upon 
him,  and  all  Ins  triends  rejtacctl ,  but  Kebia  anil 
Slias,  and  his  um  le  Malik  were  hursting  with  rage, 
when  ihcv  saw  Antar  raised  to  sneii  honour,  nevei 
coideircd  on  any  one  hcfoie* 

Now  the  cups  of  wuie  were  iianiled  round,  and 
the  dehcaeies  were  oatiai  willi  joy  tind  pleasure , 
and  tlioy  aj)]H‘ared  seciiic  iVom  (he  viscjssitudes  of 
fortune,  whilst  King  Zolieii  converseil  Ihmiharly 
with  Amni  and  joked  with  Imn,  he  made  Imn 
dunk,  am!  kept  him  by  Inm.  And  tliey  continucil 
in  tins  manner  till  the  Mine  sported  with  the  senses 
t>l  the  guests,  tind  all  ol  them,  ami  AiUui  loo,  slood 
11)),  but  ilic  King  jireveiiled  limi,  and  when  ihev 
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Wished  to  ilejiarlj  ihe  King  gave  Autar  a  beaiiurul 
robe,  and  niouritod  him  on  an  Arab  horse,  and  a 
ncekJace  of  htEriiisbcd  gold,  studded  with  pearls  and 
jewels,  he  presented  him  also  with  mi  excellent 
sword ,  ciiid  Aiitiir  (juitted  the  tenU  of  King  /oheir 
clothed  in  that  superb  robe  and  cloak,  and  mount  :d 
on  the  Arab  horse.  Ihit  he  soon  disniounletl,  ai/* 
walked  by  the  side  o/*  his  hither:  and  when  the, 
entered  the  tent,  Anlnr  kissed  bis  father’s  led,  O 
inastei ,  said  he,  why  do  you  not  grant  me  uiy  due, 
as  others  lai  and  iieai  have  done  or  lieslow  on  me 
tvliat  I  so  iiuicli  desire  1  ell  me,  said  Slicilad,  wliat 
you  want,  make  know  fi  what  yon  insli,  tliat  J  may 
be  kind  lo  you  ,  I  will  not  avanciouslv  refuse  you 
Now  Sliedad  tliouglil  he  wanted  a  camel  to  'nde,  oi 
a  tent  to  live  m,  or  a  ieniale  slave  to  attend  him 
But  AiUar  ve[iheil,  I  rtijuest  oryou,  Onuisiei,  that 
the  rank  and  dignity  oJ  an  Arab  hoapj'ropi  inled  lo 
me ,  and  that  you  would  ackuowleilgo  me  as  yoiu 
son,  and  yourself  as  my  latliei ,  so  that  my  rank  may 
be  made  known,  and  I  become  a  chief,  mid  in  truth, 
I  wifi  rewuixl  von  iis  no  one  else  cun  I  will  reihice 
the  Arab  princes  iJjemselvas  to  yoin  obeihenec, 
through  fear  ot  mv  sword  and  my  S})cai 
When  Anlai  hud  finished  spcakimr,  Sliedad’s 
eyes  started  iiiin  the  crown  of  lus  head,  lu^  afieclious 
cooled,  and  his  disorder  oi‘  muid  uimascd  'Hioii 
hflse-hDrii  ^  lie  cried,  liiist  thou  lorgotton  Unit  thou 
hast  lendi'd  llic  camels  and  the  sheep,  and  colleclcil 


the  onlurt*  ofbcasls  amongst  the  inountains  ^  Ihou 
son  of  a  slave,  venly,  the  robe  of  King  Zolieir  plays 
about  ihy  loins,  ami  Ins  words  iloat  upon  thine  ears  , 
tliou  hast  indeed  nuulo  ti  demand,  and  hast  raised 
thyseir  OH  high,  and  then  wouhlst  make  nioa  b\-* 
word  Milli  evcrvorie  tiial  shouiil  iieai  thee  iiotlniig 
liave  I  loi  thee  but  a  swor-l,  iind  I  'vill  ent  oil  tliy 
heath  Upon  llihs,  Shedad  drew  his  sword,  as  soon 
as  he  had  fhnslied,  and  rushed  at  him,  and  all  the 
slaves  van  away  fitnn  him 

Now  Seniceali,  Shedad's  wife,  overhoartl  the  dis- 
pv.te,  ami  eanie  out  cl'  her  tent,  cryingaiid  lamenting. 
She  rushed  instantly  towards  hei  Inishantl,  and 
kissed  Ins  bosom,  and  look  his  swortl  out  of  his  hand, 
as  she  exelaimed — Nevei  shall  you  slay  him  ;  me 
shall  \ou  destroy  helhre  limt  1  have  not  lormHten 
Ins  virtues  ami  noble  deeds-  Excess  of  wuic  must 
have  urged  him  to  this  laiu>  llieielore  do  nol 
pumsli  liiiu  loi  wiml  lie  has  siiul  Senieeah  did  not 
desist  (ill  she  had  soothed  his  angei,  ami  he  retired 
to  his  lent 

Hut  Anlar  was  in  the  greatest  agony  ,  lu  was 
asliamcd  that  the  da)  should  dawn  upon  Jiun,  oi 
that  he  should  romain  any  longei  in  the  country  , 
or  that  he  *<110111(1  again  look  Ins  falhci  in  tlie  lace 
He  accord  1  ugly  went  (nil,«in(l  sought  ihe  residence 
of  iVtalik,  the  King’s  son  his  elothes  traded  upon 
the  ground  through  shame,  and  Ins  tears  flowed 
from  the  excessive  paiu  he  endured,  /hr  inioxicalion 
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had  overpowered  his  judgment  So  he  songhl  ])nnce 
Malik,  who  was  just  then  reluvncit  from  Ins  father^s, 
and  quite  rejoiced  at  wlmthatl  passed  with  vcsjiecl  to 
Antar,  and  the  robes  ami  presents  he  iitui  received 
At  tins  nioinciit  a  slave  came  in,  and  ‘?jud,  Anlm* 
wishes  to  be  admitted  into  your  proiicnce,  l.et  Inni 
in»  said  Malik  ;  and  when  he  was  nilroiluced,  Prince 
Malik  looked  at  him,  and  saw  ins  teaL>  dowingirom 
lus  tortured  heart  He  seated  him  hv  him,  and 
laikcd  himiliai’ly  with  him,  ami  asked  him  wlial  was 
the  matter,  and  what  had  hajipoiied  Lo  Iinii.  O  my 
lord,  lie  rttjilicd,  I  domaniietl  of  my  fadier  the  tank 
and  honour  of  an  Arab,  but  lit  li!i>  .ihiised  me, 
and  beaten  me,  aiul  wisliod  tokiU  me,  and  has  made 
me  a  laughing  ^iioelv  among  the  Arab  chieis 

y'oii  have  been  wrong,  saui  Bialik  m  Aiitai,  in 
this  sad  iifTaii ,  vou  have  done  thal  whieh  would  iiol, 
at  any  rate,  have  induced  /msi  (o  acknow  lecigc  yon 
‘‘Bonot,  mv  lord,  continuoil  Anini,  reprove  my 
ainbitjon,  which  often  robs  mt?  ol  my  wifs  and  discre¬ 
tion  ,  but  had  I  not  been  nitoxicaied,  this  would  not 
have  happened,  and  I  shonhl  liave  <:oneealed  iny 
wishes,  and  submitted  patiently  to  my  imstorUuies, 
till  death  liad  ovei taken  me  .But  m  all  eircumstances 
thou  art  my  master.  Al» '  my  lord,  coutuuieii  lie, 
how  often  liave  I  relieved  them  irom  ilieir  /be?:,  and 
no  one  ever  assisted  me  *  Know  too,  that  1  love  Ibla, 
thedanghtez  ol  my  uncle  Malik,  and  die  drives 
away  the  sleep  from  my  eyelids,  and  in  my  sleepless 


nightb  I  am  umled  to  her ,  but  my  iatlier  Shedad 
lias  cut  ofl'ail  my  iiopc,  and  misfortunes  upon  niis- 
foituncs  overpower  niCf  I  only  demanded  to  be  re¬ 
cognized  as  his  soiij  that  I  might  be  united  to  her ; 
but  truly  all  hopes  of  her  arc  completely  destroyed 
No  |oy  now  remaniH  for  me,  and  tlic  light  of  the  day 
js  the  darkness  of  night  in  my  eyes.  I  have  no  home 
bill  among  the  wild  beasts  and  the  reptiles.”  His 
agony  increased^  and  he  wept,  and  complained  bit¬ 
terly,  Sorrows  and  afflictions  weroinultipJicd  upon 
him,  and  t  he  tears  nislu^d  into  his  eyes,  as  he  ex- 
presstnl  Ins  anguish  and  passion* 

Had  you  informed  me  ol  your  situation  before, 
said  ]\lailk,  greatly  distressed,  and  pitying  him,  1 
would  have  sacrificed  niy  person  and  property  to 
iMiicdy  It  Dut  what  was  easy,  has  now  become 
difficult,  Ihla  will  be  concealed  irom  you  from  this 
day  forward  I  fear  also  tliat  your  father  will  con¬ 
trive  to  lull  YOU,  and  that  no  one  w  ill  be  able  to 
relieve  you.  But  slay  here  whilst  I  tell  all  this  to 
my  falhci,  O  my  lord,  said  Antar,  the  only  place 
of  rest  iov  me  is  outlie  highways  ,  and  I  must  roam 
about  the  wJioie  day  and  the  live  long  night,  foi 
men  have  conspned  to  destroy  me,  such  as  Rebia 
and  your  brother  Shos  He  jiassed  the  whole  mglit 
with  Malik,  aud  at  die  dawn  of  day  Antar  mountovl 
his  horse,  and  put  on  Ins  armour  aud  liis  cinrass. 
He  travelled  on  till  he  was  fai  from  the  tenls,  and 
he  knew  not  whither  lie  was  going  somclimes  he 

H 


98 


took  tlic  k  ft  and  sometimes  the  nghtj  and  again  lie 
struck  iiuo  the  wilds  and  deserts,  till  it  became 
broad  day,  There  he  wandered  about  the  rocks 
and  mountains,  and  accusing  fate,  he  thus  cxpvcssetl 
liimsolf* 

I  rad  against  lortunc  liiat  relents  to  no  np- 
braider,  and  I  demand  security  from  the  cruelties 
.  “  of  fortune,  Slic  one  day  promises  liur  and  excitcb 
‘‘  xny  pride,  but  truly  I  know  all  her  ])roinises  ai  i 
“  false.  1  have  served  mar^  and  I  have  taken  iny 
“  ix?Iations  as  jinitrctors  agamsl  fortune ,  bill  ihe^ 
have  acted  like  scorpions.  Amongst  iheiiiselvcs 
they  cau*^  me  the  sou  of  Zchecbali,  hut  in  the  tu- 
“  muliuous  rush  oi  liorseuien,  f  am  the  sun  oi 
“  nobles  Were  il  not  for  my  love,  one  like  me 
«  would  not  humble  Imnself  to  such  as  they  ,  and 
«  the  lion  of  the  waste  would  not  feai  llic  foxes 
Quickly  my  tribe  will  remembei  me,  when  the 
liorsemeii  come  diargmg  amoiigsL  the  warnois 
with  tlicu  sword-blows  O  tliat  ihy  phantom 
would  visit  me,  O  Ibla,  it  would  see  the  torrents 
<<  oi‘  tears  that  stream  from  my  eye-lids  But  T  will 
«<  foihcac,  that  iny  rollers  may  have  pity  on  me ;  and 
“  that  my  patience  may  sollcn  then  hearts.  Tli} 
station  is  a  post  lu  the  centre  of  heaven,  but  m\ 
«  Innid  fads  in  attauung  the  stars.*” 

Thus  he  roamed  from  tlic  high  road  'without 
Iriend  or  companion.  The  next  day  the  tribe  heard 
idl  that  hnd  passed  between  Antur  and  lus  fmhei. 


And  early  in  the  morning  Prince  Malik  sent  foi 
Anlai ,  but  he  was  not  to  be  founil  lie  supposed 
he  \vould  return  by  the  evening  still  be  came  not 
Now  Prince  Malik  was  sincerely  atUiched  to  Antar ; 
he  was  greatly  {hstressed,  and  be  d  id  id  I  he  coidd  to 
find  jiini  He  then  acquainted  bis  1‘atliev  with  what 
had  passed  As  soon  us  the  King  heard  the  account 
li’oin  Ills  son,  he  was  mueli  vexed,  and  reproaclied 
linn  O  niy  son,  said  he,  why  did  you  not  imme¬ 
diately  tell  me  of  this,  that  I  might  have  arranged 
the  liiisiness  1  concealed  it,  said  he,  in  order  not 
to  occasion  any  ilisLurbancc,  and  for  leai  of  exciting 
yoin  indignation,  loi  1  have  long  seen  my  brother 
Silas  liates  him  ab  the  vilest  of  men ,  and  Jlcbia 
will  not  raise  his  head  towards  linn ,  and  I  sec  also 
that  many  ol  then  friends  detest  him,  Put  you 
love  him  and  are  interested  about  bun  ,  and  I  could 
not  possibly  tell  yon  an  aflair  you  would  not  have 
ap|)roi’cd  In  tlie  mean  tune  Antai  conimucd  co 
w'aiulei  ovei  the  })!mns  oftlic  desert,  until  tlic  day 
shone,  when  behokU  tbeic  arose  a  great  cloud  of 
dust^  tlial  darkened  tlie  country.  Autar  conlcin- 
plated  It  foi  some  time,  and  then  perceived  forty 
borsenicii,  each  bearing  a  quivering  spear,  and  a 
daz/ling  >cniiitai.  He  directed  Ins  liorae  towards 
tlicin,  and  they  proved  to  be  of  the  noble  tnbe  of 
Abs,  and  Gbcgadb  the  son  of  Nasshib  was  Ihcir 
leiidci  Wlien  Autar  saw  them  be  saluted  thorn, 
and  they  returned  the  salutation ,  O  thou  sou  of 
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Zebccbn]),  said  ll)ey,  wl)y  art  thou  strnying  here? 
J  was  Jumting  garae,  lie  replied,  and  when  I  saw 
you,  I  made  towardsyou  in  order  lobear  youeom- 
pauy  And  we,  said  Gbegadh,  )iave  always  dis- 
tingiushed  you  Troiii  the  otlici  slaves,  and  have 
always  considered  you  m  the  light  of  a  valiant 
kniglit ,  and  if  you  will  join  us,  wc  will  agree  to 
your  sharing  with  us  as  a  noble  warrior  Hut  how 
can  that  be?  said  Antai.  Know  that  a  slave,  suut 
Gliegadh,  enjoys  a  haU'  sliare  wUli  his  masters  Hut, 
said  one  of  iheiu,  Antai  truly  deserves  more  than 
twi>.tlurds,  and  happen  wliat  will,  lie  is  a  kiughl , 
and  indeed  not  every  one  that  is  culled  a  knight  is  a 
knight.  They  .it  length  agreed  that  they  would 
surrender  to  the  slave  a  fourth  of  whatever  plunder 
they  might  take 

In  ihismaimcr  they  proceeded  till  tlicya])proacliod 
tlic  land  of  llie  tribe  of  Cahlan,  where  they  saw 
a  great  r^ijantity  of  cattle,  with  some  IngJi-raised 
tents  and  lofty  pavilions ,  many  horses  running  about 
and  camels  gmzing,  and  the  |K?f>plc  unsuspicious 
of  a  reverse  of  fortune  Here,  mv  eon  sins,  said 
Gliegadh,  is  a  rich  tribe,  and  the  people  few  in 
numbei ,  let  ua  attack  and  despoil  them  whilst  it  is 
dark,  and  we  will  quit  tlieir  country  in  safety ,  bo« 
fore  tflorniug  wc  shall  bo  fai  away  among  ilie 
wastes  They  instantly  shook  their  iances  in  their 
hands,  and  drew  tlieir  brilliant  faulcliions  ,  nntl  as 
they  drove  the  camels  and  the  horses  from  the  tents 
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and  the  habitations,  the  men  mounted  to  keep  them 
oil’  from  the  women  and  funiilics  But  the  sons  of 
Abs  forced  them  back  towards  the  tents  and  trampled 
them  down  upon  tlic  ground,  seizing  tlieir  property 
and  spoil  Antai  rushed  down  upon  them,  and 
obliged  them  to  fly.  Do  you,  said  Ghegadh  to  Antai, 
drive  away  the  cattle,  and  we  will  repulse  all  that 
dare  pursue  them. 

Alltar  ({rove  aivuy  tiio  cattle,  and  had  proceeded 
some  way,  when  lo  ’  a  knight  rushed  out  from  the 
ravines  m  the  ixicks,  moimtc-d  on  a  dark  coloured 
coll,  beautiful  and  compact,  and  it  was  of  a  race 
much  ])n/ed  among  the  Arabs ,  his  hoofs  wore  as 
flat  as  the  beaten  coin ,  when  he  neighed,  he  seemed 
ns  if  about  lo  speak,  and  his  ears  like  qinllb ,  Ins  sire 
was  Wasil,  and  his  dmn  Honiama.  When  Antai 
cast  Ins  eyes  upon  the  horse,  and  observed  Ins  speed 
and  lus  jiaccs,  and  his  uncommon  beauty,  he  felt 
that  no  liorse  could  surpass  them,  so  lus  whole 
heart  and  soul  longed  for  it.  The  Absians,  indeed, 
had  plundered  the  horde  and  the  country,  bur.  Antar’s 
mind  wasoccupK’d  with  the  horse,  so  lu^  galloped  on 
till  ho  approached  the  horseman ,  and  wlieii  the 
knight  perceived  that  Antai  was  making  towards 
Iiiin,  he  spurred  Ins  horse,  and  it  ilcd  beneath 
him;  foi  tins  was  a  renowned  horseman  called 
Harilh,  the  son  oi‘  Obad,  and  he  was  a  vahant  hero 
Antar  galloped  after  him  till  sunset,  and  he  found 
hiiuself  far  separated  from  Ins  [Kirty  Harith  then 
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turned  about  to  him ,  and  when  lie  was  quite  close, 
said  Aniar  to  him,  0  young  man,  by  the  fmih  you 
profess  and  beheve,  will  you  not  wait  for  me  awhile 
and  gi’aut  me  a  favour  ^  foi  I  see  you  arc  a  noble 
horseman  Hear  wliat  I  have  to  say,  and  give  me 
an  answci  ,  I  will  be  answerable  for  thy  sccinity 
O  young  man,  said  Hanth,  trusting  to  bis  pro¬ 
mise,  -what  do  you  want  ^  I  see  you  also  m'c  a  va¬ 
liant  kniglit  Will  you  sell  me  this  horsL  you  arc 
riding,  asked  Aiilar,  or  will  you  give  it  me  if  you 
arc  the  ownoi  of  it''  By  heavens,  young  man, 
said  HarUli  sirulmg,''J!ad  you  accosted  me  thus  at 
first,  I  would  have  given  hnn  lo  you,  with  some 
camels  also,  and  you  need  not  have  acted  thus , 
but,  Arab,  did  you  ever  see  any  one  surroiulci  hi» 
horse  and  his  armour  in  a  plain  like  tins,  alone  and 
a  stranger  ?  and  ])arucularly  a  horse  like  this,  whose 
linca£re  is  as  well  known  as  tliat  of  the  noblest 
ivarnoris ,  for  should  Ins  master  he  lo  difficulties,  he 
will  liberate  him ,  be  moves  and  ilies  williniit  mngs , 
and  if  you  have  not  heard  of  his  fame,  I  wall  tell 
vou— hcis  called  Abjcr,whoiu  Chosrocand  the  Gre¬ 
cian  Emperors  and  the  princes  of  the  tribe  of  Asfar 
have  anxiously  wished  to  ]iosscs3.  T  was  angry  witli 
my  own  people,  and  rcpau*ed  to  llns  noble  tribe  I 
ate  iritli  tliem,  and reniamefl  witii  them  a  longtime* 
It  costs  me  much  lo  part  with  tins  horse,  but  my 
heart  is  attached  to  this  tribe,  and  is  greatly  dis¬ 
tressed  about  tliem*  I  am  no  coward  in  the  assault 
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of  iioroes ;  but  /  ivas  alraul  lost  tJus  horse  might  re¬ 
ceive  a  blow  that  sliould  injure  linn^  and  I  there¬ 
fore  only  followed  you,  lu  older  to  draw  off  youi 
attention  till  the  nicu  of  the  tribe  might  overtake 
you  and  jnirsue  you  ovui  tlic  lulls  and  the  wilds, 
and  that  1  might  point  out  to  ilicni  your  course ; 
lor  you  have  invaded  a  tribe  M^here  there  arc  only 
women,  and  but  a  few  men,  unable  to  cncoaiuci  sci 
lieree  a  foe ,  and  I  do  not  perceive  there  is  a  single 
feeling  heart  among  you  all 

Ilanth  having  ceased  speaking,  1  much  wish  you 
would  sell  me  tins  horse,  saitl  Antai  ,  demand  what 
you  please  from  me,  for  1  must  be  tlie  purchaser  of 
it.  0  young  man,  said  Ilanth,  if  you  arc  indeed 
desirous  o\  ti  liorse,  that  is  m  this  age  quite  invfv- 
liuiblt,  I  will  not  sell  It  but  m  restitution  of  all  this 
booty ,  and  then  do  not  imagine  you  will  lose  by  yoiii 
bargain.  1  swear  by  the  Goil  who  know  s  aUsecrela, 
I  do  not  avoid  lighting  you  iiom  the  Icar  of  death, 
fot  I  am  a  wiirnor,  and  can  defend  myself,  but  I 
feared  this  horse  would  bo  injured  li'yoii,  young 
man,  wisli  to  strike  a  bargain,  and  act  like  a  man  of 
honoui,  as!  am  a  guest  of  this  tribe,  and  have  eaten 
with  them,  my  wnsh  is  to  ransom  ilicii*  property  ivitli 
tins  horse,  and  had  it  not  been  for  this  misfortune, 
I  never  would  have  jiavled  with  sucli  an  animal 
When  Antai*  heard  these  \vords,  he  felt  certain 
that  Haritli  Avas  a  liberal  nmidecl  man,  and  there¬ 
fore,  wislung  to  be  on  a  par  with  !mii  m  respect  to 
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Ins  honourable  and  sencroiis  conduct  Well '  said 

Q 

he,  I  will  purchase  of  you  this  horse  for  this  booty ; 
and  I  shall  be  moreover  exceedingly  obliged  here  is 
my  hand  in  faith  and  sincerity. 

rianlh  (hsnioimted  from  the  hack  of  Ins  noble 
steed,  and  gave  Inna  to  Antar,  who  mounted  Inm 
like  a  king  of  the  land  far  and  wide  ,  and  he  told 
the  slaves  to  conduct  the  cattle  and  women  .lud 
servants  to  their  own  country  Hnrith  look  them, 
and  went  lus  way 

Now  Antai  upon  Abjer  watched  tiiein  till  they 
had  disappeared  among  the  deserts ,  and  just  then 
came  up  the  Absian  horsemen,  and  Ghegadh  at 
then’  licud,  w'ho,  seeing  Antar  standing  alone  in  tlic 
plain,  without  any  of  the  booty,  cried  out,  tlioii  son 
of  a  base  slave  woman,  wdierc  is  (he  plunder  ? 
I  bought  >vith  it  this  horse,  he  rephod,  ami  I  have 
established  your  honour  and  credit  in  the  land  of 
the  tnhe ,  because  I  saw  the  owner  was  a  man 
of  worth,  and  jealous  of  the  honour  of  women, 
gracious  and  liberal  minded  1  was  therefore  anx¬ 
ious  to  equal  him  m  propriety  of  conduct,  and 
would  not  leave  bcliind  xis  in  tins  land,  t?ie  re¬ 
membrance  of  a  foul  action,  and  be  a  scandal 
amongst  Arabs  It  >5  the  most  ignoniniious  of  deeds 
to  take  prisoners  free  born  women ,  and  besides 
this,  the  spacious  plain  is  open  before  Ub,  and  the 
Lord  God  is  the  bcstowei  of  .dl  things,  and  t!i£- 
taker  away ,  he  is  the  distributor  oi*  every  thing  > 


and  God  forbid  he  should  send  us  back  wiiiioiit  a 
ro^’urd 

Thou  base  born,  cried  Gbegadb,  iii  reply  to 
Antar  the  lion-liero,  Wc  consigned  them  ovei  to 
your  care,  but  you  Iiavc  Iieeu  buying,  (inrlGnng, 
and  selling,  without  asking  oiu  leave  AVbnl  is 
done  lb  done,  said  AiUai  ,  I  will  make  il  good  to 
you  elsewhere,  if  the  Creator  oi  all  things  jiloases, 
and  you  agree  to  the  protcclioii  1  liavc  granted  but 
if  you  wisli  to  quniTol  with  me,  I  will  protect  niy  life 
with  the  force  of  this^word,  and  ibis  well  j:iropoi- 
tioncd  spcai,  iiiid  1  will  not  live  to  lorlcit  niy  word 
Come  on  to  this  wretch,  said  Giiegadh  inflamed 
with  rage,  to  his  compamoiib  ,  cut  Iniu  in  pieces  with 
your  cleaving  scnuiuiib,  and  make  him  drink  of  the 
cu])  of  death  and  annihilation 

Upon  that,  Antai  ivent  to  a  liLile  distance  from 
tiiein,  and  dismounting  Irom  Abjci ,  tightened  his 
girths,  aiul  then  mounting  ag-am,  galloped  and  chai- 
ged  about,  crying  out  to  them,  you  base  born 
wretches,  to  day  ivill  1  shew  you  how  I  fitrht  ami 
tlinisl  Away,  away,  to  shame  and  disgrace — tins 
day  you  shall  behold  the  furious  lion.  He  tliouglit 
of  his  beloved,  and  thus  exclaimed  • 

“  1  .ibusc  fortune,  that  never  softens  at  the  voice 
“  of  the  couii.sclloi.  I  conceal  my  passion  m  niv 
“  heart,  buUny  tears  disclose  ii.  My  tribe  is  leagued 
with  fortune  to  seek  my  blood,  and  they  assault 
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“  me  with  sword  and  spoai.  Tliey  havo  thivonine 
from  the  mistress  I  (ovc,  and  \  am  plunged  mto 
“  the  well  of  the  water  of  banishment.  To  expose  my 
^  cherished  life  is  indifferont  to  me ,  and  tliougli  I  am 
“  sepai’atcd  from  lici,  my  hcai  t  ehngs  to  Iici.  0  my 
God,  let  not  my  idc  he  a  life  of  ignominy  f  let  not 
my  fleatli,  O  God^  be  among  the  weeping  crowd  * 
"  but  my  corpse  '  let  the  birds  hovei  ovet  il,  ami 
“  let  the  crows  of  the  desert  drink  of  inv  Nvouiids 
^^God  rcgmdb  the  man  wlio  i:i  liospitable  to  his 
tribe,  aiu)  who  becomes  among  ihcm  a  olnel  m 
autlionty  But  when  they  see  us  invade  ilieir 
“  dwellings,  every  warrior  on  «i  swift-piuted  steed, 
they  promise  us  riches,  and  inglidiosoinud  iliiniselb 
with  well  formed  Inph*  anti  benntii’ully-shapetl 
“  haunches.  1  will  seize  theui  on  my  horse,  whose 
“  like  exists  not,  aye,  aiul  t1ic  youth  sold  it  like  a 
man  of  lioiioui  Whoever  ot  ye,  oh  tribe  of  Abs, 
wishes  iny  death,  I  will  appear  beloic  him  in  the 
plain  of  battle,  and  I  will  charge  among  ye  on  my 
stern-faced  steed,  and  1  will  rush  at  ye  as  the 
^^hoii  <if  the  wdds  ” 

Wiion  the  Absuims  heard  AiUars  discourse,  tlicy 
all  shrunk  fiom  cite  conflict,  and  consulting  with 
each  othci,  said,  Ghegadh,  what  stops  you?  and 
wJiat  occasions  this  fear  and  consternation  at  this 
black  slaver  0  Ghegudli,  said  they,  you  have 
advised  us  to  make  the  attack,  mid  still  you  hold 
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bnck  (Vom  llie  iissault  and  the  combat  3  you  are  our 
sui)crioi  and  our  adviser,  so  come  on  0  my  cousin, 
said  Ghcgaclh,  nuicli  troubled,  wise  is  the  man  be¬ 
tween  whom  and  Anlurtlicrc  is  no  contention.  JKs- 
plmn  tins,  said  tliey,  cro  wc  endangci  our  lives  in 
a  contest  with  linn.  1  observed,  said  be,  wlieu  lie 
disinounlod  lo  tigliion  his  girths,  his  gigantic  nnen, 
Ills  brawny  anub,  his  iull  ibrmed  legs,  and  his  cool 
luidaimted  eve.  Anil  I,  said  another,  saw  some- 
thing  more  cxtraofdiniiry  than  that.  What’s  that  ^ 
said  they  Oiieday  King  Zohcir  gave  linn  one  ol’his 
dnest  horses,  he  went  up  toil  to  put  on  the  bridle, 
the  horse  would  not  take  it,  but  was  riotous,  and 
reared  at  him  At  the  mslanl  Antar  lilted  liuu  off* 
the  ground  up  to  lire  to[)  ol'  Ins  head,  and  dasjied 
him  on  the  caith,  and  smashed  Ins  bones  When 
they  heard  this  account  ol’ AiUai,  they  trembled,  and 
were  afraid.  Do  you  go  up  to  him,  *=0 id  ilun, 
addressing  Ghcgadh,  give  him  the  jrlundei,  and  do 
not  make  it  appear  llial  we  are  alraid  of  bnn,  tlial 
Ins  avidity  may  not  mcriase  to  our  detrnneiu,  and 
he  saj,  “  I  will  not  (put  one  of  ye  till  I  have  slam 
him  and  taken  Ins  spoil  ” 

So  Ghcgadh  went  up  to  him,  0  niy  cousin,  said 
lie,  are  you  not  ashamed  to  engage  in  battle  againsl 
your  cousins,  wl lent i ley  weie  only  joking  and  mak¬ 
ing  merry  0  my  cousins,  said  Anlar,  convinced 
they  M'cro  aftaid  o)  him,  I  would  not  do  iiny  tliiuo- 
tliat  could  be  thought  wrung,  but  I  have  purchased 
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ihis  horse,  vJm  will  carry  me  against  j^our  enemies . 
iUnd  you  know  that  when  a  |)erson  seeks  to  destroy 
auothei,  it  is  necessary  to  defend  ones  self  Ghe- 
gadh  continued  to  speak  flntteringly  to  Antur,  till  he 
sofleneti  him  and  cajoled  him  0  Arab  Chieftains, 
said  Antai,  1  have  not  forgotten  your  kindness,  ami 
[  am  hut  yoai  slave  I  am  grateful  ibi  all  you 
have  clone  for  me,  and  had  it  not  been  iar  yon,  I 
should  not  be  known  aiuonn-  the  Arabs 

O 

It  was  not  fear  that  dictated  llicsc  words,  but  in 
onler  to  obsers  e  then-  sentiments  tou'ards  him. 

He  has  indeed  purchased  this  horse,  said  Ghc- 
aadh  to  hiscomnules,  ni  order  to  destror our  enemies, 
let  us  tlierefore  grant  it  him  Be  it  so,  said  thej 
all.  "i’luts  An  tar  hcetiine  possessed  of  Ahjcr,  whose 
equal  no  ])iince  oi  emjicror  j)ossessed  By  way  of 
precaution,  Antar  kej)t  away  trom  Gliegadh  and  his 
companions,  who  went  on  talking  to  each  other 
How  that  base-hoiu  has  succeeded  to  hia  wish,  said 
diey,  ibr  icrily  that  horse  was  woilli  Ins  weight  in 
gold  i  we  shall  indeed  he  disgraced  among  the 
Ambs  ^  Antar  proceeded  on  before  them  and  iicard 
.dl  they  ^md. 

m 

Now  they  continued  their  march  till  evening, 
wlicn  they  reached  a  spol  iiboundmg  m  h'ces  and 
streams,  wide  and  evttensive  were  the  surrounding 
plains  Tliey  chsmounted  and  let  their  horses  graze, 
and  seated  themselves  whilst  Antar  filooil  watch  ovci 
them,  for  their  and  lus  oivusalbty,  They  did  not 
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'move  from  tins  spot  till  morning  tlawned,  when  tliey 
mountcfl  tlieir  horses  and  maivhed  till  evening, 
wlicii  siuldenl)  from  the  njiper  part  o(  llie  desert 
1  great  dust  appeared,  ami  tlnough  it  they  distiii- 
gmshed  a  lofty  howdali,  and  on  us  top  there  wa^  ti 
crescent  ol  gold.  Tlic  liowdah  was  richly  ornamen¬ 
ted  with  velvet,  in  front  were  damsels  and  slaves, 
and  they  wore  robes  of  divers  colours,  and  belniid 
were  lioi semen  mounted  on  steeds  all  of  different 
coloins#  No  soonci  saw  they  this  procession  and 
these  finu  garments,  than  they  wci  c  sure  it  was  a 
bride  m  the  howdah,  but  ill ey  knew  not  hei  hus¬ 
band,  1101  any  oiiL  connected  with  hei.  Tins  is 

m 

our  })lundei,  said  they,  God  has  sent  it  to  us  in 
recompense  for  what  has  hefalleii  us  They  instantly 
bent  their  heads  over  their  saddle-bows,  and  violent¬ 
ly  assaulted  the  party,  and  got  possession  of  the 
Iiowdali  and  all  its  accompaniments  But  when  the 
iioi*semen  that  attended  tlic  howdali  beheld  them, 
they  attacked  them,  and  man  met  man,  ami  hero 
assaulted  hero ,  blood  was  shed  and  spilt,  and  tlie 
horror  was  gicat  and  in  a  .moment  the  Absinns 
were  assisteti  bv  iho  deeds  of  Antai,  tlic  dcvoiinn" 
lion,  for  Ins  attack  was  the  attack  of  an  over-powci- 
ing  warrkn  And  three  score  and  ten  were  the 
Jiorscinen  that  accompanied  tlic  bride  he  destroyed 
sixty  of  them;  and  the  rest  lied,  five  to  the  right  and 
Jive  to  the  left. 

TJieAbsianshaving  taken  possession  of  tliehowdali 
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and  tlic  property  wilh  the  chspei’scd  cattle,  and  a 
vasta^Uantit)  of  articles  besidcb,  asked  the  slaves 
about  tlic  bvidc,  who  was  hci  husband,  and  who 
her  father  Arabs,  said  they,  she  is  called  Aminah, 
the  dniigliter  Yc/ad,  the  son  of  Handhalah,  sxu- 
sunuinieti  the  Jhood-drmkei,  the  cinefof  all  the 
^  princes  of  Tey,  and  her  husband,  to  \sdioiii  she  is 
m  called  Nakid,  the  son  of  JelJah,  a  xvarlike 
und  bohl  hoJ'seinan,  tlir  pjvHcclor  of  the  race  ol 
Miirah  ,  and  you  have  execuleil  tins  villainous  act 
of  violence  upon  us,  and  have  ventured  on  tins  ha¬ 
zardous  cnterjirr/e  <  ♦ 

They  pioceeded,  and  passed  over  the  deserts  and 
the  wilds,  the  lady  weeping  and  lamenting  at  the 
inisfoitune  tliat  had  overwhelmed  hei  But  xvlicn 
Anliii  heard  IVom  tlic  slave  this  account  of  licr 
fiulicr  and  Jicr  husband,  he  was  convinced  he  would 
coino  down  on  her  account,  and  that  *1  great  battle 
and  slaughter  would  ensue  between  them,  and  he 
wjsJied  tlicAbsians  shoiildfecl  Insixnverand  weiglit, 
fo3  wlmt  be  Imcl  Jicai-d  them  say  about  Jnmsclf  So 
he  came  towaril  tlicm.  God  lias  grunted  you  vic¬ 
tory  luid  safely,  said  he  and  thou  too,  they  an¬ 
swered,  he  has  also  given  thee  cause  to  rejoice  You 
are  aware,  said  Antar,  tlml  tins  plundei  is  much 
more  valuable  and  precious  than  the  former ,  let  us 
put  it  out  in  lots  ami  divide  it,  and  lot  us  give  to 
each  Ins  portion,  dial  lie  may  defend  it  witli  Ins  soul 

and  body. 
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You,  Antai,  took  the  first  plunder  Jbi  yourself 
alone,  said  one,  and  do  you  demand  your  share  ot 
the  second^  AV 1 1 li  respect  to  the  (irst  plumlei,  O 
niy  cousins*  said  AiUar,  dUl  you  not  give  it  me  ? 
.ukI  It  is  not  customnry  with  chiers  to  take  back 
their  donations  The  fellou,  said  Ghegndli,  is  right 
in  what  he  says,  divide  the  spoil,  and  give  Inm  lialf 
oi'one  oi  your  shares*  Arabs,  treat  me  fairly,  cried 
Antai,  and  -speak  the  truth  Giiegiidli  got  info  a 
passion,  AVhat  do  you  mean  ^  said  lie.  According 
to  our  agreement,  .said  Anlai,  wlueh  was  settled  bo- 
tween  you  ,nul  me,  6f  all  the  plimdei  we  should 
take,  I  Avas  to  have  one  half  ol  tlic  whole ,  mul  all 
of  you  the  other  iialf 

llflw  filled  the  heart  ot*  Gfliegailh  Thou  son  of 
>Cebce])nh,  thy  avarice  demands  un])o.ssibilitios,  thou 
art  indeed  mail,  and  a  villain  Verily  thou  hast 
not  kept  thy  word,  and  0,  had  th(‘  day  ncvei 
come  dial  we  met  tlieo  m  tins  road!  No  one,  said 
Antai,  IS  mad,  but  he  who  keeps  company  witii 
vou,  and  agrees  to  yoiu  demands  ,  for  ye  arc  a  set 
of  fellows  ol'  little  justice,  and  great  oprcssion  and 
violence,  the  fact  is,  I  will  not  lake  a  jot  Jc¥>s  than 
one  liali  ot  the  piimdci,  even  were  my  soul  to  tlnnk 
of  the  cup  ol  death  Come  on,  on  to  this  black 
slave,  cried  Ghegadh  to  Ins  friends,  who  icbcis, 
anti  outrages  us.  Upon  tins  they  all  jumped  up, 
and  cried  out  against  AnUu,  lesolved  to  kill  luin, 
and  make  him  dnuk  of  the  cup  of  an?nliilation. 
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Atilai*  went  apart  from  thorn  for  a  while  into  the 
rocky  plain,  then  galloped,  and  challenged  them  to 
the  contest,  tluis  addressing  them, — 

‘‘  When  my  loc  sues  me  foi  ii  debt,  I  soldo  the 
debt  with  the  Rctleinuiii  spoai  *  my  scmuiar’s 
“  edge  shall  exiirpato  ye  all,  and  shall  jnstly 
tloeido  between  you  and  mo  I  am  oxallccl  by 
“  my  sword  and  spoar  far  above  tlie  minutest  slais 
“  and  the  two  bears.  Foul  wretches  '  ye  know  not 
“  my  ptnvei,  but  the  inhalntaiils  of  the  two  honu- 
sjjhcres  shuii  ieel  it  The  gnisp  o(*  fortune  has 
“  not  destroyed  my  strength,  aiui  the  lingcis  of 
“  time  have  not  been  stretched  out  ai^ainsl  me. 
‘‘  Many  a  borseman  have  I  k'ft  sprawling,  his 
cheeks  giovolling,  Ins  haiMb*  dyed  m  blood,  whilst 
“  the  buds  of  death  hover  ronnrl  hnu,  and  tljennig- 
“  pics  assemble  over  Ins  corpse.” 

I  lls  verses  limsbed,  he  was  .ihoul  to  attack  them, 
wlien  lo  ^  a  dust  arose  and  covered  the  whole  couii- 
ti'),  In  a  short  imio  the  cloud  opeiietl  ami  disco¬ 
vered  three  hundred  horsemen,  all  clad  m  steel,  and 
llic  lather  of  the  damsel,  tlie  Jlloud-drinker,  appeared 
lU  front  of  thorn  Ho  roared  like  a  lion  ,  his  sword 

was  an  Indian  blade.  Wlntlici  would  yc  Hoc,  0 
ye  biiscborn,  he  cried  cut — I  am  he,  surnamed  the 
Blood-dnnkei,  the  Cahtanian 
Now  the  cause  of  tlic  arrival  of  these  men  was 

'  UctljMiu — tliK  niiJiw  <  f  llie  uifc  of  a  famous  s|>car*nmlit:r 
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tlvis:  out  of  the  ten  that«csca|)cil  by  flight  from  the 
combat,  five  went  to  the  father  of  the  damsel,  the 
lion  of  tlie  land,  and  five  went  to  Nakid  the  son  of 
Jcllah  ,  but  tlie  residence  of  Iicr  father  happened  to 
be  the  ncarosL  So  he  set  off  wUh  three  hundred 
men.  <dl  stern  lions,  and  he  galloped  on  till  he  over¬ 
took  the  Absinns,  as  we  liuve  mentioned  ,  and  it 
was  he  who  prevented  the  combat  hetween  the 
AbsiaUb  and  Antar. 

When  Antar  saw  the  father  of  the  damsel  coming 
oil — See  where  tlie  lieroes  advance,  ho  cried  ,  now 
protect  your  pUindei ,  if  ye  arc  men  oi  valom — no 
portion  IS  mine,  neither  groat  nor  small,  not  a  camel 
or  a  sheep.  I  will  quit  you,  and  will  neither  be  with 
you  nor  against  you.  He  spurred  away  lus  Abjcr 
Imni  them,  and  mounted  to  the  lop  of  a  high  hiU  » 
he  took  ins  feet  out  ol  the  stirrups,  and  sat 
cross-legged  upon  the  neck  of  his  horse,  lostmg  on 
his  dread! Ill  spear,  anil  theic  he  remained  contem¬ 
plating  the  terrors  of  the  nppioaclung  conflict 
The  Blood-drinker  cried  idoud  to  hiswariiorti,  and 
’they  rushed  down  upii  the  Absians,  and  men  en¬ 
countered  men,  heroes  heroes ,  and  blood  was  spilt 
and  sited  In  a  moment  swords  clashed,  every  heart 
and  feeling  'were  roused ,  heads  flew  off  like  balls, 
and  hands  like  leaves  of  liccs*  The  Tcyans  rushed 
upon  the  race  of  Abs,  also  the  Blood-drinker 
assailed  them  in  his  courage,  and  released  Ins 
daughter.  The  Absuins  quitted  their  plunder,  foi 
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their  souls  could  nol  stand  firm ;  and  they  fled  ovei’ 
the  wilds. 

Now  when  AuUir  perceived  this  defeat,  he  re« 
placed  ]ii5  feet  in  tlie  sdrrupsa  and  raising  Ins  spear 
from  the  grenind,  pounced  down  fiom  tlic  height 
like  an  eagle,  or  a  wild  beast  when  it  rushes  from 
its  den ,  and  lie  roaroil  out  to  them  m  a  loud  voice 
that  made  the  mountains  rebelJow.  O  yc  ignoble 
da.stards,  I  am  Antai,  Uic  son  of  Sheihid’  And 
he  urged  on  Abjci,  wlio  started  undei  him  like 
4I  flash  of  lightning,  or  a  tearing  arrow  Ins  eye¬ 
balls  turned  red,  and  foam  i.ssueil  fiom  Jus  lips  he 
shrieked  aJoud  m  IVoiit  of  the  horses,  and  imme¬ 
diately  they  shrunk  back  on  tlicir  liaimches,  and 
hurled  their  riders  IVoni  tlicir  Imcks  and  the  heroes 
were  seatliTod  over  die  desert  and  the  wilderness 
In  less  than  an  hour  he  <lrove  them  from  the 
plundei.  As  soon  as  tlio  Absiuns  heanl  the  sound 
of  Anlai  from  iindei  the  cloud  of  dust,— Veniy, 
Aiitm,  the  magiianunou.s  warrioi,  ml)  overcome 
them,  said  they  ,  may  God  assist  him  '  Tins  is  in¬ 
deed  true  nitvcpidiLy,  and  lie  deserves  half  die  snod, 
for  if  the  heroes  drink  the  cup  of‘ death,  die  great¬ 
est  share  wd)  hd)  to  )nm,  foj-  vordy  the  eye  of  Uic 
sun  cannot  be  concealed.  Tliuh  tlieii  hearts  were 
purified  lowardb  Antar,  and  they  idl  returned  to  bis 
assistance 

Wlicn  die  Blood^drinlccr  saw  the  Absians  resume 
the  contest,  he  'iatd  to  the  people  about  hmi,  Tlic 
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IiorsoTiiaa  of  Abs  and  Adiian  arc  coming  down,  anil 
this  day  will  they  bring  death  and  destrucLion  upon 
us  ,  and  lie  let  the  reins  hang  loose  and  fled  The 
Teyans  spread  ihcmselvos  over  the  pliuns  and  the 
desert,  following  him  in  every  direction,  whilst 
Antai,  Jiaving  already  slain  ahonl  eighty  nien,  i\\y- 
pvoached  thc|)lundei  ,  and  when  all  were  lied,  iho 
Absian  horsemen  came  np,  and  there  was  not  one 
but  praised  and  thanked  linn.  So  tliey  took  up  llie 
spoil,  and  tlie  propel  t} ,  and  the  jirisonerh,  and  the 
bride,  and  depui  tcd,  seeking  the  land  of  the  tribe  of 
Alts,  and  rejoicing  in  then  victory  and  triumpli; 
every  one  jn  astonishment  at  Antar’s  nUn’pidity. 

J3ut  as  ^oon  as  the  other  five  that  lied  inlbnncd 
Nakid,  the  husband  of  the  biule,  the  light  became 
dark  in  his  cve>,  and  hcshouteil  out  to  the  tribe  ol 
*Maau^ — To  horse  •  to  horse  *  tuiil  ere  an  hour  Imd 
pass4‘d,  five  thousand  valiaul  lioi semen  were  ready, 
and  he  inaichcd  at  ilie  head  of  them  in  hopes,  of 
overtaking  the  race  of  Alls,  and  ol  overwhelming 
tlieni  in  perdition  and  deatli,  and  of  rooting  ouu 
every  vestige  of  them,  so  that  not  a  record  ol  them 
should  exist  Tor  indeed  he  was  a  warrior  feroeious 
as  n  lion,  one  of  the  lliuiismul  heroes  in  those  days 
of  darkness.  He  travelled  on  night  anti  day  tital 
he  might  ovei  lake  (he  tribe  of  Abs  belore  they  could 
reach  then  own  country  Alcanvvhile  they  pursued 
their  journey,  seeking  then*  own  lands,  when  a  dust 
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arose  behind  them,  and  darkened  the  -whole  1‘cgiofi  ‘ 
it  opened,  and  discovered  the  Maanites  headed  by 
Nakid,  At  tins  sight  tlicy  were  convinced  of  then 
destruction  and  death,  as  they  said  one  to  another, 
Veniy  the  tribe  of  Moan  have  overtaken  us  '  Tlicy 
looked  towards  Amur,  and  they  perceived  him  smil¬ 
ing  and  rejoicing  at  the  arrival  of’  the  warriors 
Veniy,  said  they,  0  niy  cousin,  the  foe  is  conic  uji 
with  us,  and  totlay  will  our  booty  be  torn  away,  and 
our  sculls  will  lly  oil*  Know,  iny  cousins,  said  Antai, 
that  death  >wiil  not  he  wauiiug,  neuher  will  it  in¬ 
crease;  but  I  have  long  wished  Ibi  such  a  day  as  this, 
for  I  have  not  given  up  the  tribe  of  Ahs,  my  heart 
is  fixed  on  returning  home,  and  tins  tortmtous  cii- 
cumstance  lias  happened  to  us  by  tbe  will  of  Him 
who  disposes  life  and  death  Now  is  tlic  flame  of  war 
at  hand,  and  sorrow  and  anguish  are  approaclung 
Whoever  among  you  is  ready  to  fight,  let  him  fight, 
whoever  wishes  to  ily,  let  him  fly ,  but  i'or  me,  T 
will  drink  of  their  cups,  I  will  contend  ivith  then 
heroes,  and  thus  he  continued  in  verse. 

This  dav  tlic  race  of  Abs  shall  behold  my  com- 

*1*  . 

bat,  and  my  actions  ni  the  contest  when  I  charge. 
“  I  will  seize  their  property  ■  aye,  and  the  double  of 
« it  with  my  supple,  quick-moving,  death-beanng 

spear  I  will  destroy  the  brave  m  war  ivjth  myln« 
«  duin  blade,  and  I  >vill  drive  down  among  them  like 
«  a  devouring  hon.  I  will  rave  among  their  horse- 
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with  my  (lelormmcd  courogc,  nnd  I  will 
“  charge,  ami  I  will  riisli  over  them  in  the  battle* 

“  I  am  the  Knight  of  KniglUs,  the  hon  wliom  no 
“  huinun  being  can  witlislaiul.  The  lions  m  their 
dens  ticmblc  at  me,  and  in  the  day  uF  battle  the 
“  Ghuols  fly  from  me.'’* 

When  Antar  had  finishofl,  he  encountered  the 
warriors  witli  most  penetrating  tlirusts  aiul  rending 
blows  '^riic  Absunis  were  obliged  to  endure  it  with 
him,  and  to  assist  linn  m  the  horrors.  The  messengers 
of  deatli  were  distributed  amongst  the  conquerors  and 
the  conquered ,  tlie  sharp-edged  swords  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  them,  and  the  straight  lances  glided  through 
them  The  Absiansre])oiited  oF  their  tlnnmiss,  and 
fled  over  the  jilains,  wlnlst  alone  Antar  cncoun tercel 
the  whole  calannl)’ ;  .uul  he  stood  firm,  like  one 
resolved  to  avert  shame  and  disgrace  He  anaoiA  at 
the  breasts  oF  the  licnios  with  over-poivcrmg  assaults 
aiul  tlirusts,  that  would  have  made  the  deep-rooted 
mouiitams  tottci 

When  Nakid  saw  the  buttle  of  Antai,  and  how 
alone  lie  stootl  against  five  thousand,  and  was  mak¬ 
ing  them  dnnk  of  the  ciiji  of  death  and  perdition,  he 
ivas  overwlielmcd  with  asUmislmient  at  Ins  deeds 
Thou  voiiant  skue,  he  cried,  how  ]>otcnl  is  thine 
arm — how  strong  is  thy  wrist  •  And  he  nished  down 
upon  Antai,  that  his  bndc  miglit  bcliold  a  pioof  of 
his  courage  and  Antar,  seeing  that  lie  was  making  at 
bun,  presented  liimself  before  him,  for  lie  was  all 


anxiety  iomect  luin,  0  thou  base-born,  cnctlNakKl^ 
soil  of  im  imcircunicisctl  mother  •  But  Anlav  permitted 
him  not  to  rmish  his  speech,  hefore  he  asa.siilted  lum 
AVitli  llic  assault  of  a  iion,  tind  roarwl  at  him  he  ^v^s 
hoiTified  and  paralyzed  at  the  sight  of  Antiu  AnUii 
atlackeil  linn  thus  seared  and  pctrdled,  4md  struck 
linn  with  lus  sword  on  the  head,  and  clellhiiiidowu 
to  the  back,  and  he  foil,  cut  in  tM  ain,  from  theliorsc, 
and  lie  was  split  m  two  as  if  by  a  scale,  and  as 
Antiu  dealt  the  hloM,  he  cried  out  “O  by  Ahs’ 
0  by  Athiau  *  1  am  ever  the  lover  ul  Ibla  ” 

No  sooner  did  tlie  tube  of  Mann  behold  Anlai  V* 
blow,  iban  every  one  was  seized  with  feai  .lud  dis¬ 
may  The  wiiole  five  thousand  made  an  attack  like 
the" attack  of  a  single  man ,  Imt  Antav  veceiveil  them 
ns  the  parched  ground  receives  the  Hist  of  the  ram, 
exlnbiting  to  them  Ins  power  and  lus  coinage  His 
eyc-halls  ^vere  fiery  ted,  and  foam  issued  trom  die 
cornels  of  Ins  lips  ;  wliorcver  lie  smote,  lie  cleft  the 
head  I  every  warrior  he  assailed  he  aiiiiihiliiled  ,  and 
as  liic  warriors  still  pressed  on  liini,  he  loie  a  i  idci 
from  the  back  of  Ins  lioise,  lie  heaved  him  on 
high,  and  whirling  him  in  the  an  ^  struck  doun  a 
second  \vith  him,  and  tlic  two  instantly  expired 
«  By  thine  eyes,  0  Ibla,”  he  cried,  “  to  day  will 
I  destroy  all  this  race-"'  Tints  lie  proceeded  iiiitd 
he  terrifietl  tlie  w'aiTiovs,  and  hurled  them  mto  woe 
and  disgrace,  hcAving  off  llieir  ai-ms  and  their  joints. 
Af  length  die  iivc  thousand  retreated  from  tlic 
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conibat>  for  fcai  and  terror  bad  completely  sliaken 
tlienij  anti  move  than  mne  hundred  horsemen  he  had 
slam,  ano  ,.aiictlau  cnlu’e  vietorv  over  llieui 

Just  as  Anlar  Imd  neariy  annihilated  them,  tliere 
appeared  a  dust  lluit  darkcued  the  whole  land.  In 
an  lionv  \i  was  cleared,  and  there  came  fortli  a  troop 
of  lierocrt  ,  at  their  heatl  was  an  horseniati  like  an 
eagle,  nioiinLedonan  horse  il\ut  moved  like  a  cloud 
The  rider  was  liaiulsoiiic,  m  tlic  bloom  of  youth, 
and  every  tongue  cried  out,  0  by  Abs  t  0  by 
Adnan  >  Now  tins  knight  M'as  Malik,  King  Zo- 
hen’s  son.  And  ho  ^vas  coming  in  search  oi  Antar, 
in  consec[Ueiice  ol  tlie  allair  that  took  place  between 
Alltar  and  Ins  iatlier,  ii^ho,  when  he  tlemanded  iJie 
rank  and  considciauou  of  a  son,  wished  to  put  lum 
to  death  Now  Malik  was  cx|]ccting  Autai  the 
next  day,  but  as  he  came  nol,  he  went  and  uctpiaintcd 
Ins  fathci  the  King  with  all  that  had  htt]>]ionod. 
Zoheu  instantly  sent  loi  Shedad,  who  kissed  the 
ground.  Wliy  do  you  not  grant  Anlai’s  request, 
and  call  him  your  son,  ns  every  one  else  does  ^  aslted 
King  Zoheu  :  Think  you,  Shodad,  that  amongst 
the  tribes  of  Cahtan  and  Adnan  there  is  a  more  in¬ 
trepid  wiUTior  tJian  your  sou  Antar,  or  a  bolder  licart 
than  his  ?  O  my  Lord,  answered  Sliedad,  he  is 
indeed  my  son,  and  a  part  of  my  licart ,  but  my 
brother  Malik  said  to  me,  if  you  acknowledge  Aiitar 
ns  yoiu  son,  I  'ivill  abandon  myself  to  the  Arab 
tribes ,  therelore,  ou  account  of  my  brother  Malik, 
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I  have  renounced  him  Well,  then,  said  Zohcu',  I 
will  have  him  return  to  his  country  m  spite  of  hja 
foes  And  ho  dis])utchcd  a  slave  to  gam  mlorraatioii 
and  to  follow  him.  He  waited  until  the  slave  re¬ 
turned,  and  told  Inm  that  Antui  had  associated 
Inmsclf  witli  Ghcgadli,  the  son  of  Nashid,  and  iiL 
that  moment  he  was,  single  handed,  engaged  with 
five  thousand  horsemen,  and  Nakid  the  son  of  »TeI- 
lah,  Malik  Mcpt.  !May  God,  said  he,  prosper  lilm, 
for  he  has  devoted  himself  to  death  and  destruction  , 
never  will  he  fly  or  retreat ,  but  by  the  life  of  my 
father  King  Zoheii,  I  must  aid  him,  and  if  he  is 
dead,  never  will  I  rcUirii  till  I  have  taken  vengeance 
on  his  foes,  and  made  his  murderers  drink  of  the 
loatlisoinc  cup  He  set  out,  and  appeared  as  we 
have  just  mentioned,  and  rushed  forward  with  his 
troops  as  'we  iiuve  desenbed 

Rut  as  soon  as  Malik  and  Ins  people  came  foi 
ward,  and  the  men  had  recogni/ed  eacli  other, 
Antar  felt  his  power  expanded,  for  at  tliat  moment 
the  enemy  had  resolved  to  slay  his  heroes.  Jhil  at 
the  siglit  of  lus  friend  Malik  and  lus  waiiioi-s,  liis 
heart  revived,  ami  he  exluhitcd  the  whole  courage 
of  Ins  soul ;  and  he  made  a  most  desperate  attack 
upon  his  antagonists,  and  overwhelmed  them  m 
total  1  uin. 

When  the  tribe  of  Maaii  saw  AtUar  s  destructive 
force,  and  lus  sweeping  blows,  and  that  the  Absians 
were  conic  to  his  assistance,  their  only  resource  was 
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flight,  and  retreat  ovei  the  phuns  and  wilds,  for 
they  said  to  each  othei,  Wlicn  Antar  was  alone,  we 
could  not  resist  Inm,  "What  shall  we  do  now,  thattlie 
tribe  of  Aba  and  Ad  nan  arc  conic  to  Ins  aid  ^  So 
they  took  to  flight  and  ran  away  in  confusion,  whilst 
Antai  and  the  tiibcof  Abs  having  pursuwl  them  Ibi 
three  parasangs,  returned  fur  the  scattered  cattle  and 
dispersed  horses.  Antiu*  disniounled  from  Ahjcr,  and 
running  up  to  Ins  friend  IVtidik,  wished  to  kiss  his 
feet  in  the  stirrup,  but  Malik  would  not  permit  hiin, 
and  kissed  him  between  the  eyes,  and  rejoiced  in  his 
safety  And  there  was  not  one  of  the  Alisians  but 
came  up  to  Antai,  and  eongiatulaled  linn  on  his 
victory  and  trunnph,  AiUar  tlianked  them  They 
halted  there  that  luglit,  and  the  next  day  they  set 
out  seeking  their  onn  country  AiUar  ruling  by  the 
side  of  !Maiik,  tuid  i  elating  to  Imn  idl  his  adventures 
with  Ghegadh  and  Ins  companions,  and  how  he  ob¬ 
tained  his  horse  Abjci  Malik  mforincd  him  of  all 
tliat  had  passed  between  Imii  and  King  i^olieii, 
liow  he  had  sent  afler  Ins  falhei  Shedad,  and  had 
threatened  him  Antar  vms  glad,  mid  foreboded 
well,  and  felt  eonvincod  limt  his  marriage  might 
lake  place  as  long  ns  King  Zolien  was  on  his  side  . 
so  that  Ills  love  foi  Il)la  increased.  They  llnis  pro 
cceded  on  their  journey  till  llicy  came  near  to  llicir 
homes ,  when  Antar^s  passion  seizing  linn,  he  thus 
exclaimed. 

When  the  breezes  blow  from  Mount  'Saadi, 


thoir  freshness  calms  llie  fire  of  mv  love  and 
“  transports.  Let  iny  tribe  remember  T  have  pre- 
served  tlicir  huth  ,  but  they  led  not  niy  Avorth, 
and  preserve  not  then  engagements  with  me. 
Were  there  not  a  maid  soidcd  m  the  tents,  Avliy 
shoiiid  I  prefer  liicir  society  lo  nbscnco  ''  Shinly 
“  made  is  she,  .ind  the  magic  mflnenec  of  her  eye 
preserves  tlie  bones  of  a  corpse  (rom  entering 
“  the  tomb  The  sun  as  il  sets,  turns  towiirds  her, 
and  SJiys,  Darkness  ohs^ntt  es  tlie  land,  do  thou  nsc 
III  iiiy  absence  ,  and  the  brdhant  moon  calls  out 
tohei,  Come  forth,  Ibr  thy  face  is  like  nir  when  I 
“  am  al  the  full,  and  in  all  my  glory  ’  The  ’'I'ama- 
“  risk  trec?s  complain  of  her  in  the  inoiu  and  the  eve, 
and  say,  Away,  tliomvaniiig  beaut},  thou  (ormot 
the  laurcM  She  turns  away  abashed  and  tliroAvs 
‘‘  astde  lier  ved,  and  the  wscs  are  scattered  frotn  her 
‘‘  sod  Irtish  checks.  She  draws  !icr  savoicI  from 
the  glances  of  hei  eye-lashes,  sharp  and  pcrie- 
tratin<^  as  the  blade  oi‘  ber  forefathers,  and  Avith 
it  her  eves  comnuL  murclci ,  thotigh  it  be  dieatlied 

fei 

IS  it  not  surprising  that  a  shealhetl  sAv  ord  shrmld 
«  1)0  so  sb«r(>  agam.st  its  viclnns  *  Graceiul  rsovery 
limb,  slonclei  her  Awaist,  lovc-beiuinng  arc  tier 
**  fi^lunccs,  wavinix  is  hei  form  The  dl^tnsel  ])usses 
“  tlie  iiiglit  with  iiitisk  uiulur  her  veil,  iiiul  Us  iM- 
“  granre  is  ’iicrwisctl  by  tho  still  fresher  essence  of 
“  licr  brcjitli.  Tiic  lustre  ol  cliiy  sparkles  horn 
“  liei  forehead,  and  by  tlie  dark  shades  of  her 


123 


curling  ringlets,  iiiglit  ilsclf’is  driven  away  WJicn 
she  smiles,  between  lior  tcetli  is  a  moisiui  c  com- 
“  posed  of  wine,  ol'niiii,  and  of  Iione\,  ]  [ei  throat 
“  complains  ul  llie  d  uknessol  licr  necklaces.  Alns^ 
alas  f  the  elfecls  oi  ilia!  throat  aiul  that  neck- 
tacc'  "Will  lortime  cvei.  O  daugiitei  of  Malik, 
“  ever  b'esi»  me  with  embrace,  that  would  cure 
“  my  Iieart  oi  die  «ioirons  ofiovc?  li’inv  eyecoidtl 
“  SCO  her  baggage  camels,  ami  her  laindy,  I  would 
“  rub  ni\  cheeks  im  the  hoots  ofliei  camels  T  will 
“  kiss  the  oartli  wliere  thou  art ,  mayka])  llic  lire  nl 
my  love  and  exlaey  may  be  (pietiched.  Shall 
“  thou  anil  I  ever  meet  as  ionnevlv  on  Mount 
‘‘  Saadi  ^  or  will  the  inesscimei  come  1  ram  llice  to 

O 

“  aTmoimct  thy  nieelmg,  or  will  he  relate  that  thou 
“  art  111  the  land  of  Ne|d?  Shall  we  meet  m  the 
“  land  of  Sliureha  and  I  lima,  and  shall  we  live  in 
joy  and  m  liajipiness  ?  I  am  the  well  known  Antai, 
‘‘  the  chief  ol‘  his  tribe,  and  I  shall  die  but  when 
“  I  am  gone,  history  shall  tell  ot  me  * 

Antai''&  elocpicuce  and  intnpidity  iii.'ido  t/(c 
Prince's  Jieat  t  bound  witli  joy,  lor  not  an  Arab 
ainimg^^t  the  iieighboiiniig  oi  distant  tribes  could 
cijual  liini.  Venly,  said  Malik,  the  spirit  of  God 
iuiiinatcs  you,  and  mspiies  your  niind^  foi  you 
have  attained  the  full  exjjression  ofworilb,  and  are 
perfect  111  rliymcb.  They  went  on,  passing  over  the 
wilds  and  the  deserts,  iiiilil  they  approachcil  tlieir 
own  countiy,  wlien  Malik  sent  forward  one  of  his 


men  to  give  notice  of  his  coming  The  incssengci 
preceded  them,  and  informed  King  Zoheir  of  the 
approach  of  his  son,  tancl  ofAntar  tlie  hold  irarnoi, 
at  winch  being  greatly  rejoiced,  he  went  out  with  all 
Ins  noble  comrades,  except  llebia  and  Shas,  to  meet 
them  for  these  two  were  not  pleased  at  the  return 
ofAntar ;  and  Malik  also,  the  father  ollbla,  would 
not  congratulate  Inm.  But  Shedad  mounted  with 
King  ZoliPii,  and  went  to  meet  AnUir,  for  his  entrails 
vearned  after  him.  They  went  out  thus,  and  did  not 
stop  till  they  met  the  Prince  and  Antar ;  and  when 
they  came  near,  Antar  dismounted,  and  hastening 
towards  Iniii,  kissed  the  hand  of  King  Zoheii.  But 
the  King  bent  down  towaivls  iiini  and  kissed  him 
between  the  eyes,  and  congratulated  him  on  Ins 
safety  Think  you,  0  Antai>  said  he,  that  wc  have 
forgotten  you  since  you  c|uiltcd  ns  in  angci 
Could  our  liomes  give  us  any  picnsuie  when  thou 
werL  absent,  and  liadst  abandoned  thy  country  ? 

0  King,  replied  Antai,  having  kissed  the  King's 
feet,  thou  whose  command  is  obeyed  among  the 
whole  nation  of  Arabs,  0  high  minded  Prince » I 
swear  by  your  unbounded  generosity  and  your  noble 
mind,  my  departure  was  not  the  elfcct  ol  passion , 
I  am  but  a  lowly  slave  and  dependant;  I  did  indeed 
depart  the  night  I  had  been  with  your  majesty,  lor 
iny  tongue  had  swerved  from  the  road  ol  propriety 
with  my  fatlier ;  my*’  ambition  aimed  at  impossi¬ 
bilities,  and  I  demanded  what  m  fact  only  a  fool 
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would  have  demanded.  As  soon  as  I  was  safe 
from  his  vengeance,  and  his  kindness  and  favoLu 
were  wi  til  drawn  from  me,  I  could  not,  aftci  such  a 
fault,  do  otherwise  than  change  my  home ,  till  at 
last  my  lord  Malik  interested  himself  so  much  about 
me,  and  delivered  me  from  death  and  perdition  ,  lie 
has  also  informed  me  what  interest  you  have  taken 
in  me .  so  that  my  situation  is  iniproved,  and  I  am 
reconciled  to  my  master  Shedad  ,  and  you  have 
loaded  me  with  ublijrations,  mouiitams  could  not 
sustain  May  you  ever  be  under  the  protection  of 
God  ^  Thus  Antar  went  on  talking  with  the  King, 
wlicii,  Sliedad  coming  up  to  him,  Antar  ran  towards 
him  and  kissed  Ins  feet  in  the  stirrup,  thus  saying , 
O  my  Lord,  I  am  come  begging  forgiveness , 

the  slave  is  come  like  a  criminal ,  the  swovd  and 
‘‘  warhorse  would  fail,  should  presumption  ever 
‘‘  bear  sway.” 

When  Shedad  heard  these  words,  and  saw  his 
humility,  and  considered  all  he  had  done,  and  hig 
wondeifnl  intrcjadity,  and  truly  Arabian  nobleness 
of  soul ,  all  Ins  afFectioiis  Mere  excited,  and  his  eyes 
almost  shed  tears  as  lie  said  m  Jus  heart,  may  God 
curse  every  one  who  from  this  day  Ibrward  would 
renounce  him,  and  may  the  sword  despoil  his  life  * 
He  lassed  hun  between  the  eyes,  and  Antar  walked 
before  lus  father,  after  he  had  saluted  his  uncles, 
and  his  relations.  The  whole  tribe  of  Abs  were 
astonished  at  his  noble  conduct  and  courage,  and 
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they  said  one  to  another,  No  one  possesses  what  lus 
masters  possess. 

Now  Antai  iclt  no  unwortliy  tlionght  of  fear 
respecting  his  father  or  Ins  uncles,  and  only  the 
passion  that  humbles  ivarriors,  humbled  him 
I\raiik  presented  tlic  ])lunder  to  lus  falhei,  and 
pre.ssedJumtoaeccptit,  and  lie  divided  the  cuirasses, 
and  armour,  and  horses,  and  coats  of  mail  among 
the  tribe  of  Abs  who  were  with  him  at  first.  But 
King  Zoheir  look  Amniia  to  his  own  tent,  saying, 
Tints  IS  a  rrinccfja,  and  tliedaugfitcrof  a  King,  it  is 
not  proper  that  she  should  be  bought  and  sold 
Thus  they  all  departed  home  aftci  the  King  had 
made  up  matters  between  Antar  and  Ins  family  and 
relations,  and  recommended  him  to  thcit  kindness. 
The  Kiog  soon  aflei  licanl  from  Aiilm'  an  aceoiint 
ol  all  lus  advci/urea,  and  how  he  had  obtained  lus 
horse  Abjei.  And  when  he  looked  at  him  he  was 
tjuite  surprised  at  hi»  qualities,  and  he  said  to  his 
son  Malik,  This  horse  lias  been  made  for  no  one 
but  Antai  dud  from  that  day  he  was  sutnamed 
Aboolfiiwaiis. 

Now  Ibla’s  father  addressed  Ins  son,  saying ;  My 
son,  verily  dcatli  ivould  be  preferable  to  tins  stale 
of  things ,  how  is  it  that  this  slave  of  ours,  one 
whom  we  employed  m  tending  our  flocks,  is  now 
raised  far  in  dignity  above  us  with  our  King  ?  And 
tins  it  is  that  makes  Iiim  so  pi'esiimptiious  with  us  ^ 
and  your  sister  Ibla^  and  thus  will  oui  honour  bo 
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debased  There  is  notlimg  *olse  to  be  done,  said 
Amroo,  but  to  marry  my  sister  Ibla  to  one  who  can 
protect  her  against  lum,  and  then  let  us  depart  from 
this  land ;  for  King  Zoheir  and  his  sons  arc  strong 
mills  favour.  But,  said  liis  father,  0  my  son,  must 
we  leave  this  slave  sale  and  avcH  ^  No,  by  the  faitli 
of  an  Arab  we  must  contrive  his  death.  So  they 
all  retired  to  iheir  tents,  and  were  united  to  their 
iamihcs 

Now  Antar  came  to  his  mother  Zebeeba.  Why, 
my  son,  said  she,  do  you  not  by  my  side  tend  the 
flocks  and  the  camels  ^  It  would  be  more  agreeable 
to  my  heart  than  all  tins  intrepidity  and  boldness, 
wliidi  every  day  expose  your  life  to  penis  and 
dangers,  Antar  smiled  at  her  sayings  ,  0  mother, 
be  replied,  thou  slialt  sec  m  thy  son  Antar  what  shall 
be  registei^ed  and  recorded. 

Antar  gave  away  to  his  father  and  his  uncles  all 
the  plimdei  he  had  obtained ,  though  tins  was  not 
his  own  idea,  but  at  the  instigation  of  Pnnee  Ma¬ 
lik  Tins  Frincc,  when  they  were  all  established 
in  their  tents,  related  to  Ins  father  and  Ins  brothers 
all  he  had  seen  Antar  perform,  and  his  undaunted 
conduct.  The  King  took  great  pleasure  in  wliat  he 
told  of  Antar,  and  being  very  desuous  of  lieanng 
all  he  said  both  in  verse  and  prose,  ordered  Aniai 
into  his  presence,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he 
made  obeisance,  and  prayed  for  a  continuance  of 
hn,  }iowci  and  beneficence.  Zoheir  and  his  sons 
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'Welcomed  him,  and  tlie  King  made  him  sit  down 
by  him,  and  supplied  him  witli  mne ,  and  his  kmd- 
iK?ss  foi  Jiitn  incix»ascd.  Aboolfawai'is,  said  he, 

I  wish  to  hear  from  yourself,  the  account  of  your 
,  expedition,  aiul  \yliat  happened  to  you,  witli  youi 
comrades,  for  my  son  Malik  has  I'clatcd  some  of 
your  hardy  deeds,  and  has  repeated  some  of  youi 
poetry  ,  but  there  is  no  reporter  of  words  and  acts 
like  the  actor  himself  Upon  that,  Anlar  commenced 
and  told  them  all  that  occurred  with  Ghegadh  and 
his  comrades,  how  he  happened  to  associate  willi 
them,  and  how  he  agreed  to  then  pi  oposai  of  giv¬ 
ing  him  half  of  all  tliey  should  gain,  anil  liow  they 
wished  to  kill  him  for  buying  the  horse  Abjei, 
and  how  they  gave  up  then  design  on  hearing  liis 
verses  and  discourse.  Will  you,  said  King  Zoheii, 
let  us  hear  the  verses  you  made  on  youi  unstress 
Ibla,  when  you  came  nigh  home  ? 

Wlien  the  breezes  bUn\  from  Mount  Saadi, 
‘‘  their  freshness  cools  the  fire  ol  my  love  and  my 
transport.”  And  lie  eontinucd  tlie  ropetilion,  till 
he  came  to  this  part,  ‘‘  She  is  elegantly  formed, 
and  llie  soft  magic  of  her  eyes  would  nirest  the 
«  bones  of  a  corpse  iVoin  entering  the  tomb 

WJien  Antat  Jiad  dnished,  dm  King’s  astonisli- 
iTicnt  and  delight  were  unbounded  at  ins  clof|uencc , 
and  lie  turned  towiivds  Ins  brother  Asyed,  and  said, 
O  my  hrothei,  1  wish  you  would  pay  attention  to 
Antar,  and  write  down  all  he  says,  that  we  may 


be  reckoned  amongal  the  most  eloquent  Arabs  ibi 
poetry  and  propriety  of  conduct,  Thev  continued  to 
drink  thoir  wme,  and  the  hours  passed  in  mirth  and 
pleasure.  But  when  Shns  saw  that  his  father  became 
so  exceedingly  kind  to  Antai,  his  agony  and  dis¬ 
tress  of  nund  increased,  and  from  the  excess  of  Ins 
indignation  his  heart  was  near  bursting ;  howcvei 
lie  resisted  till  Aiilar  accidentally  left  the  tent  Ibi 
a  while.  When  Sims  being  alone,  turned  round  to 
his  father ,  indeed,  my  falbci,  said  he,  tins  black 
slave,  this  hascborii,  has  brouglil  indelible  shame 
u]3on  us,  and  it  is  all  on  accinint  ol  his  love  of 
Ibla,  the  daughter  of  Malik  ,  ind  you  also  approve 
hib  coiiduel ,  Init  verity  the  whole  tribe  will  be 
shocked  with  his  wickedness  wlieu  thev  hear  his 
verses 

I'he  King  was  exceeding)}'  angry,  and  m’alh  ap¬ 
peared  m  Ins  countenance  My  ‘?on,  said  he,  what 
say^st  thou  ^  Wlio  is  able  to  thwart  tlie  decrees  of 
Providence  Perliaps  God  has  resolved  to  testify 
in  him  his  chvmc  favours  '  And  know,  my  son,  the 
most  iguoranL  of  men  is  an  envious  man  Now 
Aiitar  just  then  entered,  and  as  lie  had  overlieoid 
all  their  ctuiversatiuii,  he  thus  spoke  — 

“  Tins’ flame  is  for  Ibla,  0  my  friend,  her  lustre 
illumines  the  darkest  niglit  Slio  blazes — her 
form  IS  111  my  heart,  and  the  fire  of  Jove  is  m  my 
soul  Ilci  gently  waving  form  has  kindled  it 
‘‘  like  the  branches  whose  motion  refreshes  the 
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breeze.  Her  breath  diftuses  a  lively  odour,  and 
in  lier  perfanies  I  pass  the  iitght  in  paradise. 
She  IS  a  maid  whose  breath  is  swcclei  than 
honey,  whenever  she  sips  the  juice  of  the  grape. 
When  I  taste  a  coolness  from  her  lips,  she  leaves 
“  in  my  moutli  a  hot  burning  flume  "1  he  moon 
“  lias  stolen  her  cbnnns,  and  the  antelope  has  boi- 
rowed  the  magic  ol’  her  eyes.  0  grant  rne  thy 
“  etnbruce,  O  light  of  my  cyoA,  and  save  iiic  from 
thy  a]>sciicc,  and  nunc  own  griefs  lie  just,  il  thou 
“  wishost,  or  persecute  me  ,  for  in  tiiee  is  iny  paia- 
“  dise,  and  in  thee  is  niy  hclL  No  hapjnncss  is 
therefor  me  in  my  trouhlos,  but  my  lord,  wlio  is 
called  tile  generous  Zoheir,  Wherever  ho  goes, 
deatli  anticijKilcs  him  ,  and  lie  destroys  Ins  loesho- 
“  fore  he  meets  them  Let  them  not  abuse  him  i(  he 
aid  a  solitary  creature,  who  spends  the  live-long 
night  without  sleep,  and  in  tears  Ho  is  my  su])- 
port  and  stay  against  those  who,  when  they  sec  my 
“  (ixallation,  Would  trouble  me  the  more  He  is  a 
to  w'hose  name  Princes  shall  bow,  and  shall 
“  point  at  him  to  pay  their  homage  He  Is  the 
asylum  of  all  who  roier  to  him  to  dissipate  then 
sorvotvs>  as  he  relieves  my  griefs.  May  forimic 
«  never  deprive  WiC  of  my  King  '  May  lie  ever  live 

III  the  purest  joy  and  felicity 
The  King  was  .so  pleased  willi  Aniai,  that  he  said. 
O  Aboolfuwaris,  whatovei  I  can  give  you  loi  yoLU 
poetry  will  be  an  insufflcicut  return ,  even  were  I 


131 


to  give  all  I  possess ,  for  my  property  will  pass  away 
as  if  it  bail  never  been,  but  tliy  praises  will  cniliirc 
(or  over  So  he  picscntcd  him  two  virgin  slaves, 
beautiful  as  moons,  ami  two  rows  of  large  jewels, 
and  some  ])erfumes,  saying,  Ahoolfawaris,  you  have 
often  iiiL'iitinncd  me  m  yom  poetry ,  it  n^ouhl  be 
tli5£>'raccf 111  m  me  to  let  vou  go  awav  from  me  imre- 
warded,  so  calm  tliy  heart  imd  dieer  ibine  eye  ,  for 
by  the  faith  of  an  Arab,  I  wdl  not  he  separated 
from  you  until  you  obtain  every  thing  you  wish, 
find  aecoiiiplish  all  your  desires.  Did  you  lielong  to 
me,  I  would  admit  you  to  my  ronh  and  connecUotis, 
ui  spite  ol  the  blame  the  Arabs  might  heap 
on  me 

Shas  (XJuld  not  endure  this,  and  rose  up  and 
eputted  the  place,  but  Antar  remained  drink  mg  witli 
the  King  till  (he  evening,  when  he  arose,  and  his 
liaml  'iva.s  in  the  hand  of  Prmee  Malik ,  ami  thev  all 
departed  I  rum  the  tents,  and  went  iheir  way  each  to 
lus  own  dwelling  Antiir  did  not  slop  till  he  reached 
the  habitations  of  the  family  o(‘  Carad,  w  here  lie 
jjcreeived  a  very  strong  light  he  understood  it  not, 
l)ut  he  went  towards  it  «ind  cuteretl  his  niotlicPs 
tent,  .nid  asked  what  iras  the  leaaon  of  this  lii2:iit  at 
such  an  houi  Know,  my  son,  said  she,  the  men  of 
the  cam])  are  absent ,  tliey  arc  gone  with  your  nuistei 
iShedad,  and  ivitli  Jinn  are  also  ten  Iioi  flenicn  after 
the  cattle,  m  order  tbaltlicy  uiav  release  them  from 
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some  Arabs ;  and  the  women  are  watching  to  this 
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hour  in  tho  oxjjectal ion  of  seeing  3'ou,  thalfyon  may 
relate  lo  tlicni  all  that  has  happened  to  you  in  yoiu 
cxpedihons ,  and  Ibla  the  daughter  of  ^fallk  is  more 
delighted  than  any  oftliom. 

When  Anlai  heard  the  worils  of  Ins  motlict,  he 
joyed  111  his  lieart,  and  a  sinile  Iightetl  up  Jus  coun- 
Icnance  So  he  immediatyly  arose  and  '^ought  the 
dwellings  of  his  uncle.--,  and  entoied  llie  woincrib 
a])ailinonts.  As  soon  as  lhe^  saw  hun  tiicy  avosc 
and  leceivod  Iiini,  andsnJuted  liini  Svniceali  kissed 
him  O  liitai,  sciat  site,  yon  liave  lieeii  ivith  the 
King  from  the  hognming  ol  the  day,  and  ivc  are 
silling  u])  on  YOU!  account  O  inv  imslress,  said 
Anlai,  1  knew  nollnng  i>f  U-  hut  had  I  known  il,  I 
would  not  have  Itirncd.  had  in\  K'gs  heen  even  tied 
and  /ottered  ,  and  he  tints  addi'csscd  theni 

Dm  kness  hovers  ovei ,  and  in  v  lem  s  slremii  doivn 
in  C()]noiis  lorreols  1  conceal  mv  love  and  com- 
«  plain  to  no  one  1  ]m«s  the  night,  regarding  llie 
stars  of  nnditin  mv  (list raclioii, and  the  tears  rush 
violently  from  my  e\es  hko  hnd  storm.  Ask 
the  night  oj  me,  and  U  will  tel)  thee  iJiat  I  <iin 
“  indeed  the  ally  of  '^^nrow  and  anguish  I  live 
desolate,  tliere  is  no  one  like  me ,  a  lover  without 
fricmlH  or  a  companion  •  I  am  the  Irieiul  ot  soi- 
row  tuid  desire  I  am  overwhelmed  In  them,  and 
T  am  worn  out  ivitli  paiieiice  and  trials  m  my 
griof*  I  complain  to  God  ol  my  aniictionsaiid  my 
love ,  mid  to  no  one  else  do  I  complauu” 


Ihliilieard  tliesc  verses,  and  perceived  liis  tears  and 
tlislress  and  his  sorrow  ,  slic  pilied  linn  .  .ind  as  she 
remarked  the  Moicnce  nl  Ins  lears,  tliey  nUeveeded 
«midv  dirhiin,  for  sJic  loved  him  ior  his  ('oitrage  and 
Jus  elocpicnce  ,  and  .is  she  noticed  him  with  llie  Jlal- 
term^  sooUiint'* expressions, — ^Vhore,  said  she,  is  iny 
shai'c  of  the  pluntlei ,  or  am  I  now  of  no  consequence 
or  value  to  thee  At  these  words  tlie  -^iglit  of  her 
bonuly  atul  loveliness  ovorjiowoied  him  0  my  mis- 
ti'oss»  cried  he,  by  the  light  of  ihmeeyes  and  the  black 
of  thine  evehrow  h,  to  me  the  most  sacred  ot  oaths, 
th3' slave  An Lar  has  olitamcd  ol  jihindei  neither  a 
small  iioi  .1  large  portion,  but  the  whole  I  liave 
given  to  tliY  father  and  ihy  uncles  So  he  pi  cseiitcd 
lief  fhe  two  slave  uirls  and  the  two  strings  of  jewels 
that  King  Zi>heir  had  given  him  ,  and  he  added — 
the  perhmies  tlioii  liast  no  occasion  foi  ,  thy  breatJi 
la  more  dehcioiis  .mil  more  heavenly  ,  thy  ])crfumi‘ 
Is  sweeU'i  and  mme  hiscmus  So  he  dnidcd  the 
jicrlinnes  between  the  wives  ot  Ins  lather  and  his 
uncles  And  to  his  qiieslions  about  Ins  lalbei*  and 
his  uncles,  wlnlliei  tJicy  were  gone  ^ 

Know ,  Aiuai ,  saidSemeenli,  that  vonc  master  told 
us  dial  tlieie  is  a  horseman  of  Yemen,  called  Kuis, 
the  son  ol  ITihgan,  and  he.  is  a  horsiMimn  of  the  iaiul 
of  Yemen,  and  under  his  sidijeeiion  arc  the  lands 
of  Senaa  and  Aden  ,  lie  has  at  tins  tunc  invaded  the 
land  of'  llcjiiz  with  loriy  horsemen  he  is  now  on  Ins 
return,  and  witli  Imiiau  immense  jilundei,  and  ht  is 


seeking  Ins  own  country.  Slicckil  ciiqiilrecl  of  the 
peasants  who  gave  Inm  tlnsiiirormatioii.  where  Kais 
was  to  lest  this  night  anti  sleep  they  told  liini  at 
the  lake  oj‘ Jarcc,  in  the  coimlrv'  of  Doom  Then  said 
She<lad.  by  the  faith  of  an  Arab,  I  will  go  againRi 
him  111  ihe  dark,  and  will  attack  Inm  and  lake  his 
plunder  from  hnn,  and  W’lll  reduce  him  to  sluiuie  and 
disgrace ,  and  if  there  should  he  a  thousand  horse* 
men^  I  will  not  permit  tlie  tribe  of  Cahhin  !o  escape 
with  ])lundoi  taken  from  the  land  of  AIjm  and 
Adnan  He  accordingly  inounlcdt  and  took  with 
him  ten  horsemen,  and  he  set  out  to  fi»llow  then 
track.’^ 

When  Antnrlicard  this, begot  up  w'lthont  dekiy, 
and  kissing  the  mothci  of  Ibla,  and  also  Ihla  lie- 
tween  the  eycS'^tlns  is  the  kiss  of  farewell,  said  he, 
lor  I  know  not  Avhenwe  shall  meet  again  and  having 
cased  his  heart  liy  gazing  u]K)n  lici,  he  letirrned  to 
his  mother,  and  put  on  Ins  armour  and  his  cuirass , 
he  mounted  his  horse,  and  taking  Shiboob  with 
luni,  he  <lepnrted  in  quest  ol  his  lathe t  and  his 
uncles  Aiitl  wlicii  Uiey  Iiad  advanced  some  way, 
saul  Sliibooh  to  him — O  my  brother,  a  feiiiale 
slave  of  my  master  Sheilad  said  to  me — I  ell  your 
brolhci  Antar  to  be  on  Ins  guaid  against  his  (athei 
Shedad  and  Ins  uncles,  foi  tliey  have  resolved  on 
putting  him  to  death.  Tins  Ibia  heaitl  Irom  her 
brotlici  Aniioo  and  hei  father  MoJik,  and  told  Sc- 
ineeah,  and  directed  her  to  warn  you  of  it .  now  1 
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have  told  you  be  on  your  giiard/^  Run  on,  alhcn 
of  die  ^v'lnds  *  ^vas  Aniav’s  reply.  He  urged  foi- 
ward  Abjei  ami  they  ivetit  on  for  some  tune  till  it 
became  very  hot,  when  a  horseman  inel  them 
coming  from  the  centre  of  the  plain.  Antnr  marked 
Jjim,  ami  behold  Jie  u'as  one  of  tlie  men  that  had 
accom]iaiHed  Sliedad,  and  he  wn!>  covered  with 
wom?(l6  Wlicn  they  came  nearer  to  Imii,  said 
Antai,  Where  is  the  plunder?  O  Aboolfa\sans, 
he  rejilied,  I  iiave  got  these  wounds  which  you 
see  in  my  body  on  account  of  it,  lor  truly  wc  sallied 
out  with  your  master  Sliedad  at  iiight-fafl,  that  we 
might  overtake  ICais,  the  son  of  Hihgan,  and  when 
we  came  up  with  him,  we  saw  liun  carefully 
guarding  his  spoil  As  ‘?oon  as  he  jicicoivcd  us 
he  started  up,  he  shouted  out  and  assaulted  us  with 
the  veheuience  of  a  hon  ,  fimt  he  speaicd  me,  then 
iiftei  me  voui  father  Shedad,  I  liavc  returned  to 
seek  \ou  and  bring  you;  so  d  you  wish  to  overtake 
them,  make  haste,  and  if  you  rescue  them  ’twill  be 
noble  of  you. 

By  the  iaitli  of  an  Arab,  exclaimed  Anlai,  never 
Will  I  return  tdl  I  have  destroyed  the  wliole  party 
with  my  sword,  and  have  liberated  iny  lather  and 
iny  uncles;  and  I  will  not  i’efurn  hut  with  die 
Avholc  plunder  beloie  me;  so  away  home,  and  I  will 
revenge  you  Ahooifawnrib,  he  replied,  I  am  not 
able  to  retain  my  seat  on  the  back  of  my  horse  So 
Antar  ordered  Shiboob  to  jilace  him  by  tlie  side  of 
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a  pool  ol’  irater,  Sliilioob  came  to  him  and  placed 
Imu  by  the  side  of  the  lake,  aiid  lied  up  his  lioi’se, 
’where  they  quitted  him,  and  proceeded  over  the 
plains  and  deserts  until  the  day  closed,  when  they 
came  up  witli  Kais  and  his  prisouorb  that  'were 
marching  before  him,  ICais  following  them  with  his 
comrades  As  soon  as  Aiitar  saw  lus  lather  and  his 
undcs  iietl  across  tlieir  Jiorses,  he  Jiidcefi  knew  not 
then  the  heavens  from  the  earth,  *ind  he  gave  a 
shout  limt  made  the  mountaius  tremble  “  Y  e 
Ignoble  dastards  '  Quit  youi  phindei  Conic  on  ' 
Slaugliteris  the  word 

No  soonet  heard  Kais  the  shout  of  Antar,  than 
he  was  alarmcil  and  confounded ,  iic  pricked  on  his 
Jiorsc,  and  turned  rotuid  upon  Antm  ,  hut  Antai 
cried  out  to  hun—Son  of  Dibgtin,  who  hast  urged 
ihec  against  the  ivarriors  of  Abs  and  Aclnan,  whom 
none  shall  attack  but  ihe  eagles  shall  dewom  his 
Hesh  ^  Thou  vilest  of  Negroes,  cried  Kais,  thou 
slmlt  soon  sec  that  I  am  a  man  not  to  he  weaned  in 
the  contest  of  spears,  and  as  he  fell  on  Antar  like  the 
fall  of  fate  and  desuny,  he  tlius  burst  forlli— 

I  am  rcno'wxicd  iii  every  nation  for  the  tlirust 
of  the  spear  and  the  blow  of  the  sword  I  am  the 
destroyoi  of  horsemen  with  the  lancc,  w  hen  the 
“  spcoi’s  .ire  mlcrwoven  imdei  the  dust  How 
many  contests  have  I  waged  on  the  day  of  battle, 
whose  terrors  would  turn  giey  the  head  of 
•^‘inlanls’  Long  ago  have  I  diiiuk  the  blood  of 
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boi'seiiicn,  %vith  winch  tliey  fed  me  before  I  was 
weaned  This  day  will  I  prove  Jiiy  words  vheu 
the  blood  streams  from  my  sword»  Tins  foul 
wretch  I  will  slay  witii  the  edge  of  my  sword,  tJiat 
cleave^  ihrmiMi  the  flesh  belore  the  bones.  His 
dw'clJings  sluiil  this  evo  be  ioiind  waste  and  ileso- 
late,  and  1  will  nolnwervc  Ironi  my  word  hisbotly 
shall  lie  on  tlie  deserts,  cut  down,  and  Ins  lace 
thou  iniiv’st,  see  crovellniij  in  the  dust  ” 

As  soon  as  Anlai  heard  this  speech  of  Knis, 
son  oi‘  Dibgan,  Silence,  said  he,  may  lliy  inothei 
bewail  thee  f  and  thus  he  replied  to  him 

‘^Verily,  ihy  spirit  has  urged  thee  to  abuse  me, 
and  thou  hast  spoken  tin*  w'ords  of  a  vile  dastard 
“  tliou  art  Ignorant  ol  inv  exploits  in  every  battle, 
from  the  land  of  Irak  to  the  saeved  slinric  thou 
“  slialt  have  no  Uiiie  to  reply,  mr  justice  hut  the 
sw’orrl ,  for  ignorance  among  mankind  is  a  trait 
“  that  cunducLs  the  ignorant  to  then  death  This 
is  tin*  scene  of  conflict,  and  m  it  doubtless  will  be 
“  proved  the  skill  of  the  coward  and  the  Ixise-born 
Let  him  repent  w'lio  has  only  shewn  his  vanity, 
and  let  him  prefer  flight  to  restslance  I  dm  Aiuai , 
and  my  iiunie  ih  far  spread  for  tlie  tJuust  of  my 
spcai  .aid  the  blow  of  my  sword  *' 

When  AiUar  had  finished,  equally  impetuous  was 
his  assault :  he  drew'  Ibrtli  Jus  scnmtai,  and  struck 
him  between  the  eyes,  and  split  his  helmet  and  wad> 
ding,  and  his  «=word  worked  down  to  Ins  thighs, 
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down  oven  lo  the  back  of  the  ami  he  cried 

out— Tiioii  wre^^h,  I  will  net  be  controuled — I  am 
sttH  the  lover  of  Ibla,  Tlius  Kaib  and  Ins  horse  fell 
down,  cut  into  four  pieces  ‘ 

When  Shedad  ami  Malik  and  his  'sou  Aniroo 
saw  what  Anlnr  luid  done,  they  trembled  and 
were  afraid,  and  from  that  day  a  dread  ol  Antai 
lllled  llicH  hearts  but  Antav  rushed  amongst  tlie 
remainder  like  a  devouring  lion  Wlicn-  tlic  tribe 
of  Dibgau  perceived  tJie  ibree  of  Antat'’s  blows,  and 
how  lie  ovcrtjjrew  tlicir  chicr,  ami  split  ]nm  and  Ins 
horse  into  four  jucccs,  they  wheeled  about  then 
horses  and  fled  Antar  pursued  them,  and  having 
slam  twenty  of  then  men,  returned.  He  roaretl 
even  as  a  lion  m  his  wrath he  took  possession  ol 
theplumiei  ,  he  released  Ins  fathci,  ins  uncles,  and 
the  other  horsemen,  and  they  all  rejoical  in  then 
delivery,  except  Malik  and  Ainroo  his  son,  who  said 
--  Oh  '  that  wo  had  hillcn  by  the  sword,  mlhei 
than  be  rescued  by  Antar,  the  slave  oi  Shedad  ’ 
but  they  coucealcd  then  .inguish,  and  a])pearetl  Lo 
be  stout  heart,  and  tluuikful  to  Antui,  tliough,  in 
fact,  then  galls  biii’st  with  spite  Tlicy  drove  foi- 
ward  the  plunder,  and  returned  fjeeking  tlicir  own 
coiuUry,  whibt  Aiitm  embraced  his  faliiei  and 
uncles,  and  thus  spoke. 

As  1  approach  iny  ivieiuls,  my  transports  in- 
crease,  and  on  their  account  my  checks  ai‘c 
bedewed  witii  tears  Tins  day  I  iiiarcli  towards 


“  lliom,  and  1  am  surrounded  by  the  eluefa  of  my 
‘‘tribe,  I  have  slam  the  son  of  Dibgnn,  a  hon  in 
“  hjiUlc,  and  witli  mv  Indian  scimilnr  I  imve  eurod 
“niy  ])anis.  I  have  eni^atved  to  cleanse  their  hearth 
fjoin  soiTOu  I  have  rescued  iny  tribe,  and  that 
“  is  my  dearest  reward  My  eoinjiaiiioii^  whcnevei 
“  I  march  by  night,  is  my  sword  and  my  speai ,  and 
“  die  o/’  t)ie  eailJi  rlread  jne  veiiemonce 

“  O  Ibln,  how  many  horsemen  iiave  I  raised  up  on 
“  my  dmible-cdged  cleaving  scinutai  m  my  strength  I 
“  0  Ihin,  how  many  lioi  semen,  ni  the  nudst  of  the 
“  w;ir  throng,  as  soon  as  I  come,  Hing  away  then 
“amis  in  lear  of  me  •  A.sk  every  lion  hero  of  iny 
“exploits,  they  will  tell  thee  every  hon  is  ternlied 
“at  my  Molenee  My  tube  abuse  me  that  lain 
“  black  ,  but  my  (locals  in  battle  are  fan  er  tlian  the 
“  daw  n  It  I  wish,  1  will  seize  'wluile  countries 
“  and  subjugate  them,  and  all  the  jirmcea  of  tlie 
“  eartli  are  within  my  grasp.’' 

Thus  they  travelled  on  till  they  came  to  the  pool 
near  which  Shibooh  left  the  w  ounded  man,  .nid  they 
perceived  that  he  w^as  dead  ,  they  w'ere  exceedingly 
vexeil.  Voril},  haul  Sheilatl,  we  have  lost  riorseinen 
more  valuable  than  die  plunder  ^ 

Now'  that  plain  w'as  very  extensive,  and  as  even¬ 
ing  was  advancing,  they  halted  till  midnight,  and 
llien  departed,  seeking  liieii  own  country,  where 
they  arrived  m  (he  morning  and  tiiey  met  King 
Zolieu  at  die  lake  of  Zatool-irsad,  ainl  with  him 
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were  Ins  sons,  anti  .Rcbia  sou  of  ZccaiL  As  soon  os 
they  SEW  the  King,  they  Imstcned  to  hinn  untl  saiu- 
tmg  lunu  hud  the  phuulor  l^eforu  Inm,  iiud  told  Ivn 
what  Antar  hatl  darie,  hou  ho  had  joitiod  therru  anti 
libemled  them  from  misery  iiiul  deslruLiion^  and  Imd 
shun  Kais,  mul  dispersed  part  of  tlie  tube  ol’  ('ah- 
tnn  Conier  tins  gieal  obligation  tlieii,  on  tliy  son, 
ho  so  longs  foi,  siud  Zolieir  to  Shedailj  dint  voiniiay 
be  rewarded  liy  liis  great  iieiious,  and  he  ennobled 
by  Ills  sword  to  jifter  iyeiicratimis 

Rehuu  Shus,  and  iMahk,  Ibla’s  Ihthei,  and  Ins  son 
Ammo,  wtire  greatly  enraged  at  dus ,  but  Pnnee 
Malik,  die  Inend  ol  Antai,  rejoiced 

He  llieii  divuled  the  spoil  in  etpjal  ]iorlions,  but 
out  of  msfN^ct  Ibi  Anlai  would  u<il  t!ike  even  a 
hultoi  And  Auuii  inimeiluitely  presented  liic 
whole  ol  St  to  his  iulhei  .mil  his  inieles  ,  *itul  all  the 
tribe  of  Abs  were  aslomshcd  at  his  nohle  conduct 
mid  lihal  love  Zolunr  sacnliced  camels  and  sheep, 
and  ordered  a  feast  to  be  prepared,  aud  as  dio\  ale 
and  drank,  3^ing  Zoheir  turned  lowarih  Anlai  and 
said,  recite,  Aboolfawjins,  some  oft  by  verses,  aud 
he  thus  coinphed 

“  May  fortune  bring  thee  every  wish  of  thy  heart, 
“  live  m  peace,  foi  every  result  will  ‘secure  thy 
comfort  t  Tins  is  the  hike  a  hose  resideuct'  thou 
'Miast  sMcctenod,  aud  were  it  not  lui  thee,  its 
“  ram  fraught  with  exhalations  uould  not  fall  ujvm 
us.  Thou  art  presenb  mid  all  ilb  herbs  iirc 
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^  £n’i?cn  or  vcllow.  and  all  their  wonders  and  cliarms 

O  j  * 

arc  expaiidetl  befoj'c  ii<s  Tho  breeze  of  jousl^ 
waits  the  essence  of  its  ilowers*,  and  ii  smiles  Iroin 
oast  tf>  M'cst.  O  then,  let  us  do  it  ample  jusuee 
with  IS  me,  lot  U:'  ini\  it  till  its  banks  oVtHow 
“  Let  us  tlnnk  with  thee  out  ol  cups  of  joy,  and 
“let  un  hold  up  tliy  train,  thou  lord  of  honor ^ 
fh)  countciiaueo  is  decked  in  smiles,  laughtei 
“  lives  in  thv  teeth,  and  tlieie  is  a  ssvoid  whose 
“  blo^\^  dnuv  the  blood  of  thy  foes  O  do  not 
**  then  icjiroach  me  if  I  Aveep  foi  llima,  wlieii  I 
^  call  lo  iimid  the  frieiiiL  that  dwell  tliere,  and  its 
“  iiLMn’liboiU's  In  in\  heart  is  an  cvei  hunimj; 

“  liaim,  but  1  am  evei  in  alarm  about  these  deal 
“  warriors  and  the*e  tents,  Ovej  the  exMeiit  of  the 
“  waste  lUe  uiarvellously  ticli  Ctino]ne»,  and  the 
“  Avliole  H  onimnentetl  witii  line  curlamsol’  Grecian 
“  velvet,  painted  with  every  sinjirisin^  form,  that  i 
“  am  aiua/cd  at  tluir  siarrv  linliianev  My  heart 
“  Avas  in  a^^ony  the  <lay  they  quitted  linna,  but  iL 
‘  soon  relunied  to  hail  Us  royal  inasttM  Should  it 
“  be  saul  amonf^sl  the  people — Who  is  the  most 
“  determined  liero-  What  youth  e,  ennobled  high 
“  o’er  the  rest  ■'  We  will  sav  it  is  ^obeii,  illustrious 
“ill  Ills  Inrth,  towering  above  .ill  men,  who  can 
“  nevci  attain  his  eimneiice  Ills  exploits  avert 
“  Irom  us  the  ohseiuity  ol  night,  and  ah  is 
“  Uumnoiis,  so  that  his  siai  is  one  mass  of  onyjf. 
“  May  liL  cvei  succeed  in  every  cnterpir/e,  may 
deatli  ever  niurcli  Avherever  liijs  armies  march  " 
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These  verses  delighted  the  Kiug  May  (iod 
never  renounce  thy  mouth,  or  man  do  thee  harm, 
said  he  13y  the  faith  of  an  Arab,  thou  art  one  of 
the  ivondcrs  of  the  world ,  and  lie  contiiuicd  to 
praise  and  thank  liira ,  when  lu'  a  great  dust  arose, 
and  there  appeared  a  hundred  horsemen,  all  clothed 
m  steel,  headcil  by  a  Knight  like  a  lolly  date 
tree  on  an  elephant,  on  hib  head  va*  a  lurlian  of 
Kufinn  cloth,  ami  ovoi  Imn  u  [jaimed  mantle  of 
Grecian  falmc,  beneath  him  was  an  Arahiaii  steed  , 
they  came  down  toward.**  ihe  lake,  and  when  they 
readied  it,  the  forniosl  rank  siopjied  short,  and 
tlieij  leatlet  (hsmotiiUetl,  and  prcf^enteil  lnnrself 
before  King  Zolieii,  bowing  beiore  him.  His  tcju> 
bcf»‘an  to  How,  and  with  a  heart  rent  with  anguish 
he  thus  addressed  him, 

^*0  thou,  the  ddeitdei  and  prutcctoi.  he  uiv 
defence,  and  sujipovt  .'igainst  mine  enemies  I'hou 
art  the  defender  ot  orphans,  .uul  tliy  beneficence 
“  heals  the  wounded  spu  n  Voilune  has  ovci- 
whehiied  me,  my  bosom  hursts,  and  my  soul  is 
full  ol’ grief  A  pcrliihous  minded  oppressor  has 
overpowered  us  with  Ins  slreugih,  and  has 
violated  oui  virgins  Wherever  he  goes,  deatli 
preewles  him,  so  lie  destroys  ins  fiiCh  betore  lie 
“  presents  iunjsdf  Jhotcei  iis  irom  Ins  violence 
before  all  our  women  arc  draggeil  jirisoneis  by 
their  hiur.’' 
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CHAPTER  IV 

1  HE  suppliant  had  not  finisJicd  Ins  nitrcaties,  ere 
Prince  Malik  sprung  towards  linn,  and  throwing  his 
arms  rouiul  his  neck,  0  my  biothci,  said  he,  may 
Go^J  iierei  pernirt  thy  eyes  to  weep  *  ^Vlwt  is  H 
tliat  has  culletl  forth  thy  grief  ^  Now  tins  sup]}haut 
was  Prince  Malik’s  loster-brothei ,  tind  his  name  was 
Hassan  llie  IVJazinite*  Tiu*  King  had  taken  the 
mother  ol’  this  youth  a  prisonoi  iroin  the  tribe  of 
Mazin  he  was  an  inlant  at  her  breast,  and  tis  his 
latlier  \ra.s  slain  in  die  a/lkn,  JCing  Zoheii  earned 
her  awa),  and  as  'reniadluir  had  just  then  brought 
forth  Prince  Malik,  she  consigned  hci  child  to 
hci,  desiring  liei  to  .suckle  tlie  infant  with  her  own 
ciiild  St)  slic  remained  with  hei  a  long  time,  and 
suckled  and  weaned  hei  stm  and  Prince  Malik 
logeihei,  (ill  Jicr  sisier,  wJioiiad  lieaid  oi’liei,  came 
to  her  and  picssed  her  exceedingly  to  return  home 
She  asked  pennisbiuii  ol  Toniadhui,  who  granted 
it,  and  gave  hei  and  her  sisiei  many  very  valuahlc 
presents  Slie  then  departed  with  hei  sister  for  her 
native  land,  and  employed  liersclf  in  educating  her 
son  Has.sari,  until  he  gren  up  and  ins  limbs 
strongtheneil,  foi  m  him  was  the  essence  of  the 


noble  tribe  of  Mazui  And  lie  became  a  blazing 
flame,  and  a  iiciy  ihuiitlcrboU,  and  the  tribe  of 
Mazin  loved  bun  foi  his  couvage,  and  they  made 
him  the  protector  of  Uilmi*  land 

And  Idassaii  s  sudden  arrival  at  King  Zohcirs 
tent  was  occasioned  by  tlie  following  circumstance. 
Ilassan  had  a  inatcinal  uncle,  wdiose  name  w'as 
Ncdjeni  tlie  Maziuite,  ami  he  had  a  daughlcv  pci- 
fcclly  beautiful  and  lo^  el^ ,  and  lier  forni  w'as  syiiiinc- 
try  jtseii*  TTas.san  was  in  Jove  with  hei,  but  lie  was 
never  able  to  address  iiei,  till  a  man  oi  the  name  of 
Awefthe  sou  of  Alkeui,  ol‘ the  tribe  of  Terjoui,  pre¬ 
sented  bimselfone  day  to  lus  uncle  He  was  also  a 
renowned  horseman,  and  a  valiant  iicro,  rich  in 
property  and  cattle  And  when  lie  eaine,  lus  uncle 
invited  luiii  to  a  least,  ami  slew  camels  and  sheep, 
and  ])oiircd  out  wiiie  for  him ,  and  wdieii  the  hquoi 
began  to  play  about  the  bead  ol  Awel,  be  threw 
himsell’at  bis  feet,  and  demanded  bis  daugiitei,  and 
won  Inni  b)  bis  w'caUh  and  richer  llassun  was 
present,  and  wiicn  he  perceived  that  if  he  mnninod 
silent,  bis  cousin  would  be  belroibed  to  anolbeijhe 
started  tip  and  eagerly  exclaimed  O  my  uncle,  do 
not  ninrry  tliy  daiigblor  to  tins  man,  lor  1  am  to  be 
pre'biTL'd  to  Inin  on  aocoiiiit  ol’  niv  i*ai)k  and  consi¬ 
deration  ncvci  will  1  ])ermil  the  daugliter  of  my 
uncle  to  quit  bertent  fora  stnuigcr’b,  were  my  limbs  to 
be  tom  asunder  ♦  Ignoble  wrclcli,  cried  Awef,  cansl 
ihon  presume  to  address,  whai'e  1  have  ubeady  ])ut 


in  a  claim  ^  lor  tliou  lU’t  numbered  amongst  the 
berd  of  orphans.^ 

AVert  tlioit  not  in  mine  iincle^s  tent,  replied 
Hassan,  I  would  soon  tear  off  thy  head,  and  sdciice 
ihy  existence.  And  if‘  thou  wouldsL  boost  of  thy 
wealtli,  know,  that  all  the  properly  of  the  Arabs  is 
mine,  ami  m  tiie  grasp  of  ni>  liaml ,  and  if  thou 
wouldst  doniineer  over  me  w’lih  thv  courage,  come, 
let  us  to  the  (ield  *  that  I  may  make  an  examjilc  of 
thee  amongst  tlie  horsemen 

At  these  words  the  light  became  dark  in  the  eyes 
of  Awefv  he  'tistanily  sprang  on  hi.>  horse's  hack,  and 
Hassaii  di<i  the  same,  and  fhev  hotn  rushed  to  the 
plain,  and  ilashed  at  each  othei,  and  the  earth 
quivered  under  the  feet  of  their  lioises,  and  all  the 
tribe  of  IMa'/in  sallied  out  in  order  to  see  what  might 
he  llie  result  of  tlie  battle  aiul  contention  Naecma, 
the  daughter  of  Nedjun,  was  tliere  with  many  othei 
w'omeii  And  wlicn  liassan  observed  Ins  eousin, 
and  that  she  was  viewing  the  engagement,  he 
instantly  seized  lus  antagonist  and  grappled  him, 
and  jiressing  him  haul,  slopped  all  means  ot  escape  , 
then  catching  hold  ol  the  rings  tif  his  coat  of  mad, 
he  made  him  Ins  prisoner,  dashetl  Inm  on  the 
ground,  and  abnosl  smashed  Inm  to  atoms  He 
instantlv  dismouuled  to  cut  off  Ins  head ;  but  his 

*  \  uung  orphans  did  not  nihcnt  nl  tho  duiilh  of  their  futhers,  all 
property  belonged  to  the  tribe  ♦  aa  Uk’y  bod  not  laboured,  ibev  bod 
not  merited 
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uncle  sprang  lo^vnrcls  lunij  saying,  O  my  son  lei 
him  go,  accept  of  my  intercession,  for  he  lias  eaten 
of  my  meat  and  l>cen  under  my  ^irotcction.  So 
Hasstm  admitted  Ins  uncle’s  intcrfereucc,  and  par¬ 
doned  him.  A^vef  cpiiUed  the  tribe  of  Mazin,  for 
sJianie  and  mortification  ovcnvliclincd  linn ,  and  the 
event  was  spread  among  the  Arab  tribes,  and  every 
one  stood  in  awe  of  Hassan 

About  that  time  a  female  slave  came  to  Hassam 
Your  uncle,  said  she,  has  been  just  saying  to  his 
mie,  Vcnly  Hassan  is  a  valiant  and  a  brin  e  ftdloi^, 
but  he  has  not  wlierewitlial  to  keep  up  an  establish¬ 
ment,  and  J  fear,  should  J  give  Ijim  iny  daughlci, 
she  -will  be  reduced  to  penury  and  diftieuUies  with 
him.  As  soon  as  Hassan  heartl  this,  he  assembled 
all  the  men  in  whom  he  could  confide,  and  took 
them  away,  and  he  went  m  'search  of  plunder  from 
some  of  the  Arab  hordes. 

Now,  among  the  Arab  tribes  of  Calitan,  there 
was  a  King  whose  name  was  Oosak,  ami  he  was  one 
of  the  thousand  wamors  of  lluit  ]venod  of  ignorance, 
who  could  engage  a  thousand  licrocs  at  onee.  He 
had  at  his  command  an  mlrepid  army ,  )mt  a  famine 
having  wasted  his  lands,  hcdepaited  witli  his  troops 
and  his  anmes,  and  attacked  the  land  of  the  tribe  of 
Maziii,aimnig^^t  whom  he  settled  ^\iul  ithapjieiiod 
that  as  he  rode  out  one  day,  and  u  as  anuising  inuisclf 
by  the  streams  and  the  fountums,  be  rode  on  till 
he  came  to  a  Jiooi  of  watcij  wSicn  it  happened  by 
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fate  and  destiny,  Trom  winch  there  is  for  man  no 
retreat  or  escape,  that  in  tlnit  clay  Nacema,  the 
dauglitei-  of  Hassan’s  uncle  (who  witli  her  fnendh 
was  gone  to  procure  a  clowci  foi  her)  came  also  to 
the  lake.  Oosiik,  as  he  looked  at  hci  and  the 
young  girls  cinployctl  in  then  games  and  amuse- 
mentSj  distinguished  Naecma,  lor  lior  iace  was  bril¬ 
liant  like  the  moon  when  it  is  full ,  and  as  she  was 
smiling,  with  bur  teeth  like  rows  of  pearl>,  and  us 
the  weight  of  hei  haunches  ]n  evented  hei  from 
standing  up,  OosaL  was  qinte  =;urprisccl,  ancl  his 
senses  failed  him  l^ullhe  women  Uinnng  towards 
hnu  perceived  Oosak  looking  at  them,  so  they  all 
surrounded  Nacema  0  brothci  Arab,  they  ex¬ 
claimed,  are  you  not  ashamed  ol’  this  action,  thus  to 
come  and  stare  at  the  daughters  of  warriors  ? 

Oosak  smiled  inul  laughed  at  whnl  they  said, 
and  called  out  to  an  old  woman  who  was  with  them, 
and  askc<l  her  about  the  ilamsci  Whose  daughter 
IS  she  ?  Wiiethei  she  was  a  virgin  or  a  married 
woman ''  'J.'lus  is  Nacema,  the  daughter  of  Nedjim, 
said  she,  and  is  immarricd.  When  Oosak  heard 
this,  his  love  and  ]>a.ssloii  increanccL  l  ie  staid  quiet 
that  night,  iiut  as  soon  as  the  clay  dawned,  he  sent 
to  Ncdjim  to  demand  Ins  danghtei  in  inarnage. 
Hut  Nedjem  refused  him,  saying — Verily,  I  have 
but  one  diuiglitei,  and  have  ailianced  her  to  my  ne¬ 
phew  Bassan,  who  is  now  on  on  expedition,  seeking 
a  dower  for  Uci ,  I  cannot  therefore  dispose  of  hei , 
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for  he  IS  a  horseman  tluit  would  not  put  up  with 
such  an  aftront,  and  also  a  man  of  o  harsh  disposition. 
The  messenger  reported  this  to  Oosukt  who  swore 
m  his  wrath  that  he  would  not  take  Iiei  but  as  a 
captive,  and  that  he  would  pour  down  death  and 
destruction  on  tlic  whole  tribe  of  Mazui 

About  that  tunc  arr  ved  Hassan,  bringing  with 
him  immense  weaitli ,  and  as  soon  ns  lie  approached 
the  dwelling,  he  gave  his  uncle  the  maviiagc  pre¬ 
sent  ioi  his  dauglitei.  He  also  made  a  partition 
amongst  the  wairiois  of  the  tribe,  and  put  aside  five 
hundi'cd  canids  for  the  inamagc  fcasL  ^uirl  })c- 
sought  his  undo  to  have  die  c-iweuiony  perfonnrd. 
His  undo  then  informed  bun  ivlint  Oosak  had  done, 
how  he  had  demanded  his  daiightei,  and  how 
he  had  refused  him.  On  hearing  this  die  light 
bceamc  dark  m  the  eyes  of  Hassan.  I1‘  Oosak  dares 
to  molest  me,  said  he,  I  will  tear  oul  lus  lips 
and  crush  him  to  pieces,  and  1  will  drive  him  out  of 
our  land,  even  against  liifi  will.  I  will  lojiair  to 
King  /ioheir,  and  will  relate  d\c  aflan  to  him,  and 
then  will  T  eomc  upon  bun  with  tlic  warriors  of 
the  tubes  of  Abs  aiidAdnun,  who  heed  not  even 
Chosroe  Nuslurvaii 

Thus  llass'Ui  calmed  the  mind  of  his  uncle,  and 
they  made  readv  tlie  marriage  ceremnnv,  mid  sacn- 
nccildievamelsaud  the  sheep,  and  poured  oul  the 
Avme  ,  .u:d  seven  days  they  contmued  m  mirth  and 
jollity  ;  but  on  the  eighth  day,  ns  tlioy  were  adorning 
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llie  bride  with  jewels  and  robes,  luid  were  about  to 
wed  her  to  Ilnssan,  intelligence  reached  them  that 
Oosak  hiiti  re^olveil  to  make  ail  the  women  lus 
'Slaves,  [iluiuler  tbeir  [ircJperLy,  and  slay  tne  inon» 

On  liearmg  tins,  Htissaii  stood  in  front  of  lus 
jiai’ly,  'i.s  thov  were  consulting  wlwit  was  to  be  done. 
Hassun,  stud  they,  wc  are  not  able  to  eonlond 
with  Oosidv,  for  he  bus  assembled  .dl  the  tribe 
of  Cahiuii,  anil  there  comes  with  Imu  the  tribe  of 
^Jcrlier,  and  tlie  tube  of  Anka ,  and  lie  has  sent  to 
Masood,  the  son  of  ^NFoosad  the  Kelbiiin,  and  with 
lum  also  lb  Awef,  whom  yon  made  pnsonei,  and 
wliose  hail  voii  cut  off,  and  we  iiave  not  that  eon- 
fidence  iti  ourselves  (o  sujjpose  that  onr  means  can 
resist  such  iiccuinulated  forces  U[ ion  tins  Ilnssan 
went  to  hib  uncle  Uncle,  said  lie,  have  patience 
with  me  lor  ten  days,  and  I  will  shew  you  wiuit  I 
will  do  wiili  those  haught}  boiisiors 

£o  lie  took  With  him  ,ui  hundred  horsemen,  and 
went  his  way  tdl  lie  reached  the  lakeof  Zatool  Irsad, 
ami  on  seeing  King  Zohen ,  he  told  him  what  wc 
have  now  related  as  the  cause  of  liiscoimufj  Antar 
was  [iresent  and  heard  till  that  hud  luippcned  to 
Hassan,  and  being  much  intereslecl  about  him,  he 
instantly  arose  and  kissing  tlie  King's  band — 0  jny 
lord,  lie  cried,  let  me  be  dopulcd  by  you  for 
this  service ,  let  me  go  with  Hassan,  and  I  will  de¬ 
stroy  his  enemy.  Go,  my  son,  cried  Zoheir  to 
Malik, — go  to  the  assistance  of  your  brother,  and 
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take  with  you  whomever  you  please  nf  our  warriors^ 
and  Antar  among  the  rest,  and  return  not  till  you 
have  blotted  out  every  vestige  oi'  Oosuk. 

The  King  tlien  cudcied  tliu  dinner  to  be  prepared 
forllassaii  und  Ins  coinjianions,  whilst  jMalik  was 
employed  in  getting  ready  for  the  expedition, 
and  chose  froni  the  tribe  a  tlioiisaiid  cxpLM'ieiiccd 
warriors ,  and  in  three  days  Hassan  and  liis  asso¬ 
ciates  nil  mounted  their  horses  with  rrince  JMalik, 
and  Antar  tlic  iinpctiunis  liorbcnuin,  and  Sluboob  as 
his  attendant,  uml  Massaii  was  the  happiest  oi  men 
ill  the  assistance  oi  tiie  tube  of  Abs.  I'bus  llioy 
marched  on,  clad  in  steel,  «iiul  their  bright  eiiiiasses 
sparkled  on  then  bodies  And  as  liicy  rtnle,  said 
Malik  lo  Antal— '0  Abnolfaivans,  lecite  to  us  some 
of  thy  verses.  Willingly,  my  Lord,  he  rejihed ;  and 
thus  spoke  — 

I  iusl  after  the  blows  of  tiie  cleaving  scimitars 
am!  I  idolufe  the  thrusts  of  the  irell  made  spears 
“  1  long  for  the  cups  of  death,  when  they  are  pure, 
and  they  circle  round  the  headsj  oi  iho  illustrious 
brave.  It  is  the  blow  and  the  thrust  wiieu  the 
JiorsL's  stumble  among  tlie  death-bcxuing  lances, 
“  and  the  iirnncs  are  iii  confusion,  that  ]>leasc  me 
«  under  the  shades  of  the  dust,  like  the  wings  of 
darkness,  as  the  coursers  storm  over  the  earth, 
“  the  barbs  of  tlic  lances  plunge  into  obscnnly,  and 
‘  start  from  it  like  llic  sparkling  stars.  Faulchioiis, 
«  gleam  m  it  in  every  direction,  like  the  flashes  of 
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iightimiii’  In  tlio  darkmcss  of  night.  O  by  thy  life, 
“  honour  mid  glory,  and  enniicnco,  nnd  the  accom- 
plislimeiii  ofhoposi,  iind  exaiuitionol  iaiuc  arc  for 
“  linn  ivlio  rusln’S  into  tljc  co;nbat  magnanimously, 
‘‘  \dicre  alone  .m  llio  lieiglit  ot  gloiy  are  the  Inghost 
Jionouis  Ijct  him  thrust  uinong  the  warriors  and 
“  llic  clufl.s  With  a  heart  unmoved  in  the  (all  of  sword 
“  blows  Let  lum  biamhsh  luriously  his  siihve  and 
speai  in  t)jc  bo!dne.s.s  ol  ln>  spint,  undaunted 
“  at  cahmiitiLs  Lei  inm  do  justice  to  the  lancc  of 
Cnhtmi  in  tlic  contest,  .iiid  let  Iiim  strctdi  foith 
proudly  his  shoulders  \viih  the  edge  of  llie  sci- 
mitau  Otherwise,  let  him  icail  a  coniciuptiblc 
Ji/b  lu  ignomniy,  nml  when  Ire  dies,  his  friends 
wiU  not  mourn  over  him  M  he  beiuiteous  viigins 
will  not  weep  in  anguish  foi  any  but  the 
“  hoiscniieii  noble  m  the  hour  o(  trial  1  am  the 
“  hero  well  known  in  the?  iield  ul  battle,  and  I  am 
tile  engei  kmght  amongst  my  reiiKioiis  1  ani 
‘‘  the  assaulting  lion,  and  the  hero  who  defends  their 
dM^ellmgs  and  habitatioiib 
O  Aboolluwiiris,  said  Hassan,  venly  yon  surpass 
4iU  the  horsemen  of  tim  age  in  eloquence  and  cou¬ 
rage,  and  generosuy  and  nobleness  of  iuiikL  You 
arc  in  truth  llie  jewel  o1  the  tunes  Aiitar  ihankcd 
him,  and  they  tnivcllctl  on  foi  three  days,  and  on 
the  fourth  day  (for  the  Lord  of  Heaven  Jiad  decreed 
the  glory  of  Antar,  and  that  no  one  should  exceed 
linn  III  prosperity)  Antai  happening  to  stray  a 
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hulc  out  of  the  way,  descended  into  a  deep 
valley  and  lo '  tlicre  were  two  horscnieu  fiigaged 
m  desperate  combat.  Antai  urged  on  his  steed, 
and  oouiing  up  to  them.  Stop,  ye  At  ibs,  he  cned, 
and  teh  me  ilie  cause  of  yoiu  quau-el  At  the  in¬ 
stant  one  ol  them  stepped  aside,  anti  emne  up  lo 
Antar.  Noble  horsenmu  of  the  {lesiwt  and  the  town, 
said  he,  I  relei  mvself  lo  you,  (or  you  mo  able  to 
protect  me,  I  ivdl  take  you i  pan,  sanl  AnUu,  I 
will  protect  you,  I  ])ledge  myself  to  you  but  ac¬ 
quaint  me  with  your  story,  and  what  has  rendered 
necessary  this  combat  between  you 

Know  then,  noblest  kmglu  of  the  age,  said  the 
youth,  that  I  and  this  horseman  arc  brothers,  of  the 
same  father  and  the  same  mothci  ,  lie  is  the  eldest, 
and  I  am  the  voungest ,  and  our  fatlier  was  one  of 
the  Arab  clucf'taius,  and  he  was  called  Amroo,  tlic 
son  of  Hantb,  the  son  of  Teba,  and  Teba  was  our 
anccstoi  ,  and  one  day  as  he  was  silting  down,  his 
Hoclts  strayed  awny,  and  one  of  his  cameJs  was  Josl, 
and  as  he  was  vciy  partial  to  it,  he  questioned  some 
of  the  herdsmen  about  it.  One  of  them  said, 
lS.now ,  my  Lord,  yesterday  tins  came!  strayed  aw’uy 
irom  the  pasture ,  I  fbdoived  behind  it,  and  it  still 
continued  to  run.  away,  and  I  after  tl,  till  I  became 
tu-eil,  and  perceiving  that  it  laggetl  behind,  I 
stretched  out  my  band  and  took,  up  a  slonc,  black. 
Ill  appearance,  like  a  hard  rock,  brilliant  anti  spark- 

liuf^  I  struck  the  aimcl  with  and  it  Ini  the 
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camel  on  the  right  side  and  issued  out  on  tlic  Iclt, 
and  the  camel  fell  to  tlie  ground  dead  On  coming 
up  toil  I  found  the  stone  by  its  side,  and  the  camel 

was  weltering  ni  its  blood.” 

On  hearing  this,  my  ancestor  mounted  his  horse, 
and  taking  the  peasant  with  him*  went  to  find  out 
tile  pasture  They  ])asHcd  on  till  they  came  to  the 
camel,  whicli  they  found  dead,  and  the  stone  lying 
near  it  My  ancestor  took  U  m  Ins  hand,  and  con¬ 
sidered  it  very  attentively,  and  lie  knew  it  was  a 
thundeibolt,  so  be  carried  it  away  and  returned 
home  He  gave  it  to  a  blacksiiiitli,  and  ordered 
him  to  make  a  swoid  of  it  He  obeyed,  and  took 
it  and  went  Ins  way,  and  inilucc  days  lie  re¬ 
turned  to  my  ancestor  with  a  swonl  two  cubits  long 
and  two  spans  irule  My  ancestor  leccivod  it,  and 
was  greatly  pleased  when  he  saw  iL,  and  turned  to¬ 
wards  tlie  blacksmith  and  said,  AVliat  name  have  you 
given  it  ?  So  the  blacksmitli  repcalecl  this  disticli . 
The  .sword  is  sharp,  0  son  of  the  tribe  of  Ghalib, 
sharp  indeed,  but  whore  is  the  striker  for  tlic 
sword  And  my  ancestor  waved  the  sword  witfi 
his  baud,  and  said,  As  to  the  sinitci,  I  am  tlie  smi- 
ter  ,  and  struck  off  the  licad  of  tlie  blacksmith,  and 
separated,  it  from  liis  body.  He  then  cased  it  with 
gold,  aiul  called  itDliami,  on  account  of  its  sharpness. 
He  laid  it  by  amongst  Ins  treasures,  andwhen  be  died 
it  came  in  succession  to  iny  father,  with  tlic  rest  of 
tlic  armg,  and  when  my  fatlier  perccivctl  his  deatli 
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"vvas  at  hand,  he  callecl  me  to  him  privately  O  my 
son,  said  lie,  I  know  your  brother  is  of  a  tyrannical 
obstinate  disposition  ^  one  that  likes  violence  and 
liatcs  justice,  and  I  am  aware  that  at  my  deatli  he 
Will  usurp  my  property  Wliat  measures  shall  I 
take  F  said  I  He  answered,  take  tins  sword  and. 
conceal  it,  and  let  no  one  know  any  thing  about  it , 
and  when  you  see  that  he  takes  forcible  possession 
of  all  my  properly,  cattle  and  wealth,  do  you  be 
content,  iny  son,  with  this  sword,  ior  it  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  you,  tor  xf  you  present  it  to  Nu- 
shirvan,  King  of  Persia,  he  will  exalt  you  with  his 
liberality  and  favours,  and  if  you  present  it  to  the 
Emperor  of  Europe,  he  will  enrich  you  with  gold 

and  sil'i^cr. 

When  I  heard  these  words,  I  consented  to  what  he 
demanded,  and  took  it.  out,  in  the  darkness  of  die 
night,  anil  having  buned  it  in  this  place,  I  returned 
to  mv  father  and  stayed  with  him  tiil  he  diedt  Wc 
buned  lum,  and  returned  home ,  but  my  brotbei 
took  possession  of  all  my  fatiicr  had,  and  gave  me 
nothing,  not  a  rope’s  end,  and  when  lie  searched  for 
.^tlieanns,  and  saw  not  the  Dhami,  ho  asked  me  for  it. 
I  dcined  knowing  any  thing  about  it ,  he  gave  me 
the  lie,  and  abused  me  most  violently ,  at  last  I 
confessed,  and  told  him  I  had  buried  it  in  such 
a  spot ,  so  he  came  with  me  hitlier,  and  searched  for 
It,  but  could  not  find  it.  Aigmn  Jie  asked  me  wheic 
I  had  buned  it ;  and  when  he  saw  me  roaming  about 
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from  place  to  place,  he  rushed  upon  me,  and  cried 
out,  saying— Vile  wreich  ^  you  know  where  the 
sword  IS,  and  act  thus  to  deceive  me  He  attacked 
me,  and  sought  to  slay  me.  I  defendetl  myself  until 
you  arrived,  and  now  I  dcnuind  your  protection 
When  Anlai  heard  tins,  hib  heart  pitied  him , 
lie  led  the  youth,  and  turning  to  his  brothci, 
sfuil,  A'Vhy  do  you  tyraninzc  ovci  your  brother  ^ 
and  do  not  divide  with  linn  the  properly  yoiii 
father  left  ^  Ihisc  slave,  cried  he,  highly  incensed, 
look  to  Yourself,  and  interfcve  not  so  arrogantly , 
and  he  turned  upon  Antni,  thinking  him  a  common 
man ;  but  Aniav  gave  him  no  time  to  wheel,  or 
direct  his  icins,  ere  he  pierced  him  through  the  chest 
with  his  spcai,  and  thrust  it  ten  spans  tlirough  his 
back,  and  threw  him  down  dead  And  now,  ’•oimg 
man,  sai.l  he,  to  the  oLhci,  return  to  your  family, 
and  assume  the  rank  of  your  fathci,  and  should  any 
one  molest  you,  scud  ami  inform  me ,  I  will  come 
and  tear  lus  life  outof  his  sides  Tlie  vouth  thanked 

if 

him  and  expressed  Ins  gratitude*  Now  my  brothci 
is  no  more,  said  lie,  I  have  no  other  enemy  •  and  lie 
departed  home.  But  Antar  hxed  Ins  spear  in  the 
ground,  and  dismounted  from  Abjei ,  and  ^xat  down 
to  rest  liimseH’,  and  as  he  was  moving  the  sand 
with  Ins  fingers,  he  touched  a  stone ,  on  removing 
what  was  about  it,  behold!  the  swoixl  the  youth 
had  been  seeking,  He  still  cleared  away,  and  drew 
it  iorth,  and  seized  hold  of  U,  and  it  ^vtl5  a  sword 
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two  cubits  ni  length,  and  two  spans  wide,  of  the 
metal  oi  Amalec,  like  a  thunderbolt  And  Antar 
was  convinced  of  Ins  good  ibrtiiiie,  and  that  every¬ 
thing  began  and  ended  iii  the  most  high  God. 

Antar  mounted  and  pursued  his  comrades  and 
Prince  Malik,  beaiing  the  sword  in  Ina  hand  He 
shewed  it  to  Malik,  and  told  linn  all  about  the  youth 
aud  Ins  brother,  and  the  sword ;  of  his  having  buried 
It,  and  all  that  passed  between  them,  and  Malik 
was  greatly  astonished,  saying,  Tins  is  a  gift  sent 
you  by  tlic  Lord  of  Heaven. 

TJiey  iijaixdied  fonvaixl,  passing  over  the  wdds 
and  the  deserts  that  day  and  night ,  and  the  next 
day  at  dawn,  behold  there  was  great  dust,  and  when 
dispersed,  five  hundred  l)oi*scmen  appeared  al! 
clothed  in  steel  Go  and  learn  for  us,  «^iiul 
Aiitai  to  Sliibool),  what  means  this  dust,  and  what 
news  tliorc  is  beneath  it.  Shiboob  ijuitted  them, 
and  returned  as  quick  as  a  bird  on  the  viiig,  O  son 
of  my  inotlier,  cried  be,  these  are  your  enemies, 
the  army  ol  Ghoidac,  But  tlic  circumstance  that 
occasioned  the  approach  of  tins  horseman  ivas  this  * 
it  Jiappened  that  Oosak  had  demanded  assistance 
of  Gheidac,  in  his  meditated  attack  on  the  tribe  of 
Mazin 

Now  there  was  blood  revenge  between  Glicidac 
and  Antar,  because  Antai  bud  killed  his  fatlicr, 
and  he  liad  been  brought  up  an  orphan,  but  when 
lie  grew  up  he  bcciune  a  vaUaiit  horscjnan,  and 
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<leslroyccl  lus  opponents,  and  he  Avas  a  blazing 
thnnclerbok,  and  overthrew  knights  and  slew  wai* 
viorb  And  when  his  name  was  spread  aljroad 
among  tlie  ti‘ibes,tlicvgave  Inni  supreme  command, 
and  he  sat  in  the  jilace  of  liis  fathci .  He  became 
proud,  and  behaved  haughtily  to  his  people. 

Now  there  was  a  man  in  the  tiihc  called  Codhikali, 
and  he  hated  Ghetdac.  0  Gheidac,  said  he  one 
day*  thou  ai  t  a  marked  man ;  it  does  not  Iiecome 
thee  to  bcliave  so  haughtily  towards  the  horse¬ 
men,  wlien  thou  hast  not  yet  revenged  the  mur- 
dei  of  thy  father*  liow  canst  thou  presume  to 
boast  over  the  brave  and  the  valiant  ^  And  Gheukc 
said,  WIio  IS  the  stout  king  on  whom.  I  am  to  be 
avenged  ?  Tliy  revenge  is  on  Antai,  son  of  Shedad, 
said  he  Then  the  light  became  darkness  m  his 
eyes,  and  he  cried  out  to  the  horsemen  of  his  tnbe, 
and  he  ordeicd  them  to  prepare  for  an  expedition 
to  attack  the  tribe  of  Ahs,  and  he  swore  he  would 
sky  Antar,  and  make  him  drink  the  cup  of  perdi¬ 
tion,  and  destroy  the  whole  tribe  of  Abs  and  Adnan 
The  tribe  assented  to  lits  directions,  and  took  with 
them  all  ihcir  warlike  instruments  for  the  expedition. 
Just  at  that  time  arrived  Oosak's  messenger  to 
request  Ghcidac's  assista'nce  against  the  tribe  of 
Mazin  So  Gheidac  gave  up  his  former  intention, 
and  went  with  the  messenger  of  Oosak  to  perform 
what  he  required  of  him,  and  he  was  marching  on 
this  object  when  he  met  Autar  and  the  Absians,  and 
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Antar  dispatched  Shiboob,  as  we  bcfovc  slated, 
Tlijs  day,  said  Antar,  I  will  unite  Gheidac  to  his 
father ,  I  will  curse  Ins  family  and  his  relations.  As 
soon  as  Gheidtic  saw  the  inbe  of  Al)s,  and  Antar  tlic 
destroyer  of  liorscinen,  his  iieari  iras  overjoyed, 
and  lie  cried  out  to  his  ]}artY — 'IMns  is  a  glorious 
morning,  to  day  will  I  lake  my  revenge,  and  tvipe 
out  my  disgrace  So  he  assailed  the  tribe  of  Abs 
and  Adimii,  <md  Ins  pcfiplc  attacked  in  Ins  rear  like 
a  cloud  when  it  pours  forth  watei*  and  rams.  And 
the  Knight  of  Abs,  Aiitai,  assaulted  tlicm  likewiKc, 
uimous  to  try  his  swoid,  the  famous  Dhaim  They 
all  rushed  forward,  and  horsemen  encountered 
horsemen.  Coivards  fled,  find  tlie  weak-licarled 
were  disgraced,  hut  the  bold  were  firm  in  the 
assault,  mid  the  eipials  in  courage  met  each  other  in 
the  field  The  earth  trcnibletl  under  trampling  of  the 
horses, — the  heavens  were  obscured  with  tl ic  clouds 
of  dusb — the  warriors  were  coveicd  with  ^yolmds, 
and  the  swords  laboured  m  the  cause  of  dcatli, 
exertion  was  alive,  and  uU  jest  wus  at  an  eiuh  Tims 
they  cotitinued  fighting  ull  mul-day ;  and  the  impe¬ 
tuosity  of  Antar  uas  tlie  impetuosity  of  a  resolute 
When  Gheidac  observed  the  deeds  of  iVntai, 
the  bold  warrioi ,  he  roared  like  n  lion  m  lus  den, 
and  he  rushed  down  upon  the  lion  Antai ,  wlio  met 
Inm,  his  heart  undaunted  in  the  midst  of  terrors,  and 
occupied  him  in  the  contest,  and  contmiiaily  drew 
him  on,  as  a  hoii  draws  on  weaker  cubs,  until  having 
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weaned  luni)  lie  sliouted  at  him  and  struck  him  with 
?ioiToi »  tlicii  assailed  him  so  (Jiat  stirrup  grated 
stirrup ,  and  he  sLi'uck  him  on  the  head  with 
Dhami.  He  elett  hit>  vizoi  and  wadding,  and  his 
sword  played  aiviiy  between  the  eyes,  passing 
through  his  siiouldets  down  to  the  back  of  the 
liorse,  even  to  the  giound  and  he  and  his  lioi’se 
made  four  pieces ,  and  to  the  strictest  observer, 
It  would  appeal  that  he  had  divided  them  with 
scales 

Glieklac’s  companions  beliekl  their  chief,  and  that 
he  was  dead ,  and  they  said  one  to  anoGier — Never 
did  we  see  such  a  blow  ,  were  not  this  slave  endued 
with  the  v'holc  power  of  courage,  he  could  not  at 
one  blow  have  thus  ilcslioyed  oui  chief  So  thev 
took  to  flight  and  ran  away,  exclaiming — May  God 
curse  thv  harlot  mother  ’  how  fierce  is  thv  blow  > 
how  piercing  js  thy  thrust  • 

Antar  and  the  horsemen  soon  returned  from  tlie 
pursuit,  having  filled  the  earth  with  the  dead,  and 
having  collected  the  scattei’ed  horses,  and  all  the 
booty  and  plunder  from  the  plains  and  deserts,  <is 
they  prosecuted  then*  journey  towards  the  ti’ibe  of’ 
Mazin,  Antar  preceded  the  troops  of  wau’riors  like 
a  noble  lion,  and  tliiis  addiesscd  tliem 

I  am  he  that  makes  the  warriors  drink  of  ilie 
*‘cu])s  of  death  walli  the  sharp-bladcd  glittering 

Indian  scimitar  I  am  the  raiser  of  their  dust, 
“  and  the  atnioDpbere  is  thick  and  darkly  tiu'bid  with 


"  blows  at  which  cowards  are  humbled  and  tcr- 
^^nfied.  I  am  the  death  that  nevei  ntshes  into 
the  fiery  ilny  of  battle  w)thout  a  longue  to  speak 
I  have  slain  Ghcidac,  bceause  he  was  oppressive 
“  and  insulted  me,  and  soon  will  I  seial  Oosak  after 
him.  I  charge  right  and  left  through  then*  horse- 
men,  and  dash  through  the  midst  of  them.  1  cut 
down  to  the  ground  tlie  warriors  in  tiic  fight, 
wliilst  the  liorses  stiimbk  and  slip  ovei  then 
heads,  O  Ibla,  though  they  abuse  me  loi  my 
blackness,  yet  the  fairness  of  my  exploits  shmc^> 
and  flashes  O  «Ibla,  the  men  of  niy  tribe  have 
witnessed  iny  spear-tliriist  and  sword-blow  vag- 
mg  cUTiong  the  sculls.  I  destroy  the  hciocs 
of  war  with  my  scmiitai,  and  wiiolc  armies  arc 
cxtirpiitcfl  at  thocj,lgc  of  my  sword  JIovv  many 
^Miorfiomcn  thiow  away  their  arms  ui  terror  ol  me, 
when  they  behold  mo  rohed  in  black  gore.  My 
ambition  is  raised  .ibove  llic  Pleiades,  and  the 
fortune  of  my  star  is  suspended  from  heaven. 
Tliey  matched  forward  without  delay,  uiiid  they 
reached  the  tribe  of  IVEazin,  where  they  perceived 
tile  glittering  of  spears,  the  glare  of  aimonr,  tlic 
flash  ol  sworcls,  and  warnois  engaged  round  the 
tents  whilst  the  women  were  earnestly  encouraging 
them  to  tilt*  corUo.st  and  battle  Wiio  is  it  that 
fights  w'ltli  clnhlrcn  and  women  and  ivbo  is  it  that 
shrinks  Iroin  liis  enemy  and  foes  ^  cried  the  heroes* 
AVhcu  Antar  saw  and  heard  the  cries  of  the  women, 
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ami  tlie  screams  of  the  diiklrcii  from  the  cro  .^l  (foi 
lie  was  pnrticnlariy  solicitous  in  the  catiseof  women), 
the  liglit  was  (liu*kenc(l  m  Ins  eyes,  ami  lie  knew 
not  the  riglit  iVoin  the  left  f)n  you  take  yoiu 
warriors  towauk  theqiiarter  ofthe  women,  crietl  he 
to  Malik,  ami  I  willallaclv  these  horsemen  who  have 
taken  thou  projieiiy,  and  have  dispersed  them  in 
t/ie  plains  and  wilds  And  he  shouted  lortli  in  Ins 
\rcll  known  voice  when  incensed — Ignoble  dastards, 
lie  ronrod,  I  am  Antai,  the  son  of  SheiliKP  He 
lit  tacked,  and  at  lus  assault  the  niountams*  tottered. 
He  rushed  down  iipon  the  enemy,  and  at  once 
overpowered  the  warriorH  and  destroyed  .the  heroes, 
dnvm«' awin  tlicM>nemv  out  ot  their  tents  ,  and  at 
Ins  second  ,iUack  .ill  the  scene  of  action  was  ex¬ 
panded  ,  he  shoined  in  IroiU  of  the  horses  and  forced 
ihein  hack  ujKin  dicir  Jiaimelies,  and  wlien  the 
aorsemeu  crowded  .ihoiil  Inm,  he  snatched  hold  of 
one  (Voin  the  back  of  hin  horse*,  and  grasping  liini 
by  Jnsfeet,  and  wlnrhiig  )nm  round  as  a  ^hug.  irith 
Inin  he  struck  down  a  second,  and  the  two  instantly 
Jell  dead  Thus  the  battle  w»as  raging  among  them, 
wJjcn  Anlar  heard  llie  voice  of  Pniiee  Malik,  crvmg 
out,  0  son  of  Shedad,  haste  to  my  assistance  " 

Now  the  Prince  w'lis  engaged  with  the  party  of 
Moosad,  the  loi-d  of  I  he  waters  of  *^1  racer  ;  lie  had 
thsyiorsed  them,  and  was  about  to  repeat  Ins  attack, 
w’hcn  Moosad  came  upon  luin  roaring  like  u  lion 
He  was  an  expenejjcud  horseman,  lie  iiUackctl  Prince 
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^iid  pressed  Jiun  3iard ,  cUkI  wiieii  Malik 
saw  that  his  life  was  in  danger  he  mod  foi  An  tar’s 
aid ,  who  no  sooner  heard  hmi  than  he  turned 
Ab^oi  round,  aiul  like  u  fei’oeious  lion  nishetl  down 
ii])on  Moosad,  who  was  about  to  gallop  around  imrl 
charge  at  him  ,  but  Antar  gave  Inni  no  time  Come 
on  ’  be  cried  and  he  tcriificd  biui,  and  struck  biiu 
with  Dhami  on  llie  chest,  and  lie  divided  bmi  down 
to  the  giidle  of  Ins  back,  and  burled  him  down, 
hewn  in  two  Me  then  assailed  the  army  of  Oosak, 
Jus  heart  undaunted  at  death. 

And  when  the  tnhe  of  Mazin  saw  Antar’s 
proiress,  die  liearts  of  die  heroes  ivcre  ci  icon  raged, 
and  tliey  Iiastencd  to  the  combat  ,  men  met  men, 
and  heroes  heroes ,  blood  flowed  and  streamed, 
scimitars  glittered,  and  sjicars  goaded,  armour  was 
riven ,  lives  were  plundered ,  the  groimtl  was 
criscoloiued  with  blood  ,  llic  warriors  were  covered 
with  glory ,  the  fiames  of  wai  guuitl)  raged , 
iDuiinjcrablc  were  the  blows  and  liie  thrusts,  and 
the  easy  became  diilicult  the  battle  field  boiled  like 
the  boiling  of  cauldrons,  mighty  ivas  every  act, 
and  fate  descended  amongst  dicm  The  eagles 
and  vultures  liovercd  round;  cowards  weie  over¬ 
thrown,  and  tile  bictvc  were  overuhehned  heroes 
wore  slam  on  both  sides,  The  horror  of  the  scene 
was  tremendous,  the  universal  cry  «iiiiong  them, 
was  Death  '  Hands  and  arms  were  torn  asunder 
Antar  cut  through  tlic  troops,  and  made  heads  fly 
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of!‘  like  lialls,  and  hands  like  leaves  of  trees*.  The 
van  cried  out  to  the  rear ,  they  roai'cc^  against  Antai 
iroin  alai ;  but  not  one  dared  to  approacli  the  »?pot 
where  he  fouii’hc. 

Antar  eagerly  sought  after  the  plume  that  floateil 
above  t.lje  head  of  Oosak,  and  he  stopped  not  m  his 
alUick  until  he  was  beneath  tiie  standard  where  Oosak 
was  waiting  tor  Ins  peo])lc  to  bring  linn  his  beloved 
Naccuia  neither  could  he  be  roused  till  Antar  came 
before  linn  anil  encountered  linn  Then  ensued  a 
dreadful  engagement.  The  combat  lasted  an  lioui  , 
when  nerceless  sunk  the  arm  of  Oosak  Antai 
seeing  the  slate  lie  was  in,  clung  to  him  and  grap- 
])]cd  him,  tind  ihawing  I115  feword  from  Ins  scab¬ 
bard.  lie  aimed  a  blow  al  Ills  head,  but  Oosak 
received  it  on  his  shield  *'fhc  svorcl  of  Antar  came 
down  upon  it  and  shivered  it  m  two,  and  split  his 
vizonn  twain,  «iikI  it  jicnetrated  even  to  his  thighs, 
downi  10  the  hack  of  the  horse  ,  and  the  ridei  and 
tlie  horse  lei  I  in  lour  jiai  ts ,  and  he  cried  out — 0 
hy  Ahs  f  I  am  the  lovci  ol*  Ibla ,  never  will  I  ]>e 
contruLiled  '  I  will  not  he  restrained  ' 

When  the  troops  of  Oosak  saw  this  deed,  tiicy 
were  howildercd  ,  they  became  confounded  ,  and 
ihiiy  said  to  one  anoilier,  tins  is  no  luunau  being, 
— every  one  that  comes  before  him  drinks  of  the 
cup  ol  death  So  lliey  wiiecied  about  ihcir  horses 
and  retreated  into  the  rocky  deserts,  whilst  Antar 
and  the  tribe  of  Abs  and  Mazin  pursued  them,  and 


liaving  cl  riven  them  away  ont  ciFUmt  land,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  sealterccl  cattle  ami  dispersed  horses ; 
and  as  they  all  cuine  hack  Ui  the  tents,  the  tribe  oi 
Mazm  dismonnleck  and  mot  Antar,  and  marched 
by  the  side  of  his  slirni]),  colehiating  his  victory 
and  triumph  till  they  reached  their  cniipi,  where  tiie 
women  and  the  men  came  out,  and  the  tribe  o(  \hs 
wore  accommodated  with  the  best  spots.  Ilassan 
was  the  hapjiicst  of  them  all  villi  Aiitai  and  the 
Absians.  He  pre]i;ircd  feasts  jiud  lestivals  and  on- 
tcrtamnicntH,  winch  lasted  (m  seven  davi> ,  nud  on 
the  eighth  mght  Naeeina  was  married  to  Hassan 

Early  tlie  next  morning  all  the  Vrahs  went  to 
their  vespectivi^  coimlncs  and  homes,  and  the  Inhe 
of  Alts  also  departet! ,  but  all  the  inbo  o)  Miixin,  in 
order  to  take  leave  of  them,  accompanied  tliem  a 
wliolo  day's  journey,  when  Antai  besought  them  to 
return  home,  and  he  and  Malik  pursued  then 
|oijrnov  towards  Ihoii  oun  country,  over  wdds  and 
plains  And  when  they  were  nigh,  Prince  Malik 
sent  on  a  messenge?  to  iiiniotiiicc  tlreii  approach 
All  the  tribe  ol’  Abt>  weic  extremely  anxious  alioiU 
(fiat  expedition,  paihcniarly  King  Zahen,  with 
rc.spect  to  Auliu' ,  becuuse  hib  cncimcb,  .ind  those 
that  envied  him,  exceeded  his  fnentls  and  wcil- 

wishcrs 

Now  Rebia  llic  son  ol  Zeead  had  a  hrothci, 
whose  nmne  was  Aniarab  he  was  one  of  the  nobles, 
but  a  great  coxcomb,  was  very  parlicnlui  m  Ins 
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dross,  fond  of  perfumes,  and  always  keeping 
company  willi  the  wfimen  and  young  girls  About 
that  pcikul,  liappening  to  hear  much  said  about 
Ibla,  and  wlial  \ntai  had  reported  of  her,  and 
rcpcatcti  of  hei  in  lus  veiscs,  a  jiassion  was  kiu- 
dletl  in  Ills  huail,  and  from  hcarsiiy,  ho  conceived 
a  violent  love  lui  liei ,  and  as  Poelb  term  it,  his 
eaio  fell  m  lore  beibro  Jus  eych  Ammab  ^vnt  foi 
one  of  lub  (einule  slaves,  and  said  to  liei ,  Go  to  the 
habilutions  ul  the  trilie  of  Caratl,  4ind  obtain  some 
account  oi*  Ihla  for  ine»  *iiid  Ic'avn  il'  whut  Antai 
says  of  her  lie  true,  oi  dislieheved  amongst  the  iieo- 
pie,  Ibi  if  die  hiib  all  tlie  beauty  aiul  charms  that 
are  atlnbuted  to  hei,  I  shall  demand  her  in  inai- 
mine,  and  will  be  iawhilly  wedded  to  lici.  She 
proniisi'd  to  obey  linn,  and  dcpnited  She  came  to 
the  balalatuins  ol  the  tribe  oj’  Garad,  anil  presented 
bersell  to  Ibla,  pretonding  to  come  on  a  visit,  so 
Iblii  gave  bei  a  kniil  rcce])tion  Thus  the  slave  girl 
ascertained  the  })c>ml  about  Ibla,  4ind  louiul  her  a 
perreet  inivaefe  of  beaulv  and  (ovefmess  She  re- 
numieil  <il)oui  an  hoiu,  and  retuiiied  to  Ainarali 
Blessed  be  Gwd,  how  great  is  liib  powoi ,  and  how 
tair  tire  liis  works,  cried  *^110,  as  she  entered  the 
tents,  and  ni  Aniarah’s  liearmg ,  and  he  asked  ,hcj 
what  had  oceasioncd  her  so  much  astonishment.  O, 
said  slic,  a  is  tiial  ilamseJ,  whose  equal  exists  not ,  for 
the  most  Ingh  God  1ms  granted  H)  lier  sueli  beaulv, 


and  sucli  charms,  ns  he  has  nevci  yet  bestowed  on 
any  ojic  of  the  daughters  of  the  greatest  Kings 
At  this  his  heart  lluttercd,  lie  was  agitated,  he 
instantly  leaped  up,  and  put  on  his  best  clothes,  anti 
perfumed  himself  all  over,  and  let  Ins  haii  float 
down  Ins  shoulders,  and  nioimted  a  wlntc-laced 
horse,  and  set  out  lor  the  habitations  ot  the  tribe  of 
Carad  He  happened  to  meet  Malik,  Tbla's  lalhei, 
and  Ins  son  Amroo,  on  the  road  Amarah  saluted 
llicni,  and  said  to  hlnlik— Come  along  with  me, 
my  uncle,  fVir  I  liave  something  particular  to  com* 
municatc.  If  you  liave  any  business  with  me, 
replied  Malik,  you  might  Jiavcsenta  servant  to  me, 
and  I  would  have  waited  on  you.  What  I  want  ol 
you,  said  Araarali,  must  be  done  pci  soiially  between 
Uh.  I  wish  to  be  nearly  related  to  you,  and  am 
most  anxious  to  he  connected  with  you.  I  am 
a  suitoi  with  you,  and  am  desirous  ol  wedding 
youi  daughtoi ,  and  1  have  only  done  tins  out  oi 
my  anxiety  foi  lici  on  account  of  hei  shepherd, 
who  has  disgraced  her  among  the  Arabs  of  the 
desert. 

Thus  Amarah  continued  his  talk,  till  l\Ialik  s 
eyes  wcjH  tears  ot  jov  his  bosom  was  elated  and 
transported  with  delight.  O  cluel,  said  he,  my 
daughter  is  your  slave,  and  1  and  my  son  Amroo  are 
the  most  obcilieut  oiyou  servants— ant)  liesirclchcd 
out  lus  hand  to  Amarah.  and  promised  Ins  daughtoi 


to  liim ;  and  wlien  tliey  all  returned  home, 
Amarali  nironiied  Ills  brothei  llebia  of  all  that  had 
passctl  between  Inin  and  Malik,  son  ol  Carad  I 
sliall  not  permit  thee  thus  to  conned  thyself,  said 
(^obia ,  have  nolliing  to  do  with  siieh  Icllows,  lor 
if  x\nlar  lieurs  n,  he  will  not  lca\e  a  single  man 
alive  ol  all  the  tribe  ol  Zecad  And  pray  wlio’s 
Antar  ^  asked  Amaiali — liave  I  not  a  thousand 
slaves  like  Inm  ^  and  if  the  loui  wretch  presume  to 
inlei’lerc  willi  me,  I  will  shew  Inm  tlie  valour  of 
Ainarah  the  inunincent ,  I’ll  shew  him  what  Fll  do 
•with  Inm.  If  you  can  effect  the  marriage  tomorrow 
inoriiing  earl),  sanl  Xtebia,  give  ]ici  fallier  the 
dower  nml  inarnage  presents  without  delay,  and  in¬ 
troduce  yourself  to  her  in  tlie  absence  ol  Antai  ,  for 
he  i^an  uncontroulablc  liorseman,  and  a  man  rough 
»ind  Imi  sh  m  hi^^  manners ,  but  li  you  can  gam  her 
whilst  lie's  away,  there  will  be  an  end  of  it,  Aina¬ 
rah  assented  to  the  jiroposal  ol*  liebia,  and  thought 
Ins  advice  jiriulciit,  loi  he  feared  Antar  would  kill 

him  and  make  him  drink  of  the  cun  of  death  and 

* 

dl^sl)llltlon 

So  the  nexi  day  Ainnrali  mounted  liis  horse  and 
went  to  Bialik  to  give  linn  llic  dowei  .ind  inarriajic 
prostnu.  aiuljiist  at  that  mnnieni  arn-ved  a  mes¬ 
senger  at  the  leiils  of  the  tribe  of  Abs,  announcing 
the  approach  of  I' i  nice  Malik  son  of  Zohcu,  and 
Antar  sou  oi'  Slicdnd,  .and  all  the  noble  warriors  in 
then-  huitc  Every  one  mounted  Ins  steed  lo  go 


aitd  meet  thorn.  And  fiiciids  saluted  friends 
Aiitai  went  home,  and  entered  his  aunts  iipan- 
ments,  and  staid  tdl  morning  ^Ylth  Ins  mothei, 
ivliom  he  {jiiestioncil  about  Ihlu,  cn{|uiriug  whe- 
thcr  she  had  inenLioncd  huu  duung  his  abKcnce 
God  be  witli  thee,  inv  son,  saiil  Ins  mothci ,  talk 
no  more  about  Ibla,  and  tliat  lo\clyfonn — iruum 
art  .isicep,  awake  ^  Anlai  upon  tins  instantly 
jumped  up— What  king  or  prince,  exelaiined  he, 
has  taken  her  away  '  ^l^he  duet  Ainaruh,  said  his 

w 

nioihei,  has  taken  hci  Every  thing  is  einnpleted 
but  llic  giving  of  the  donei  and  maritage  pre¬ 
sents  l^y  the  faitli  of  a  nobic  atul  failfdul  Arab, 
cried  Aniar,  to  morrow  will  I  slay  tbat  Anuuali, 
were  lie  even  concealed  withui  the  chambeis  ol 
Nubhirvan,  king  of  Persia,  loinornnv  will  1  tell 
the  whole  affair  to  my  friend  Prince  Ttlalik,  and  ask 
Ins  counsck 

He  lenuuncd  at  liome  that  niglil,  hut  earlv  lu 
the  irioining)  he  repaired  to  llie  hnbitutioub  ol  the 
Prince  ^  he  cnleied  his  tent,  tiiid  kissed  his  huiiil 
Arallk  received  limi  kindly,  seated  him  by  lus 
side,  saying'”how  bast  thou  passed  tlie  night. 
Ahoolfawans ''  iVIy  mghl  was  the  night  ol 
th3^  most  aceiirscMl  fo  ,  replied  Antai,  AVIiiU 
means  this^  said  iMalik  ♦  ndbnn  me  what’s  the 
multci,  and  bo  sure  of  success  and  triumph  Aii- 
Uir  told  him  what  Bialik  had  done,  and  how  he  had 
betrothed  Ins  dauglitei  to  Aniarali  ,  but  my  kiu! 
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I  must  nuleecl  sL'iy  lli.il  Aniavah,  aiu!  ilic  wJiolc 
race  of  Zewul,  mul  1  will  deparl  from  lliis  Jaml  uiul 
eouiilry  But  v>  \i\  ijuit  tins  land  ^  siiui  Malika 
i^reatlv  disliirbe<l.  I  am  a  Ibe  to  tlu)se  whu  arc  lli\ 
ines,  and  a  iViCiul  of  iIkjsl  wlio  ire  lliv  (rieiuls, 
tiave  paticMice  iinul  we  goont  to  tlic  chase,  and  then 
will  r  .speak  to  thy  father  Sheilud,  aiuhvill  urge  him 
to  acknowlcdue  thee  as  Ins  soil  and  that  thou  art  a 
part  of  Ins  heart  Then  lake  Ihia  from  hei  lather, 
and  if  lie  doeb  not  iissenl,  I  will  put  my  name  on 
hei,  ♦lud  will  keep  ulf  any  suitor  or  wooer  till  the 
ceremony  ib  jiertonned,  and  ihcni  tirt  m  ipossession 
ol'lhv  wile 

At  tills,  Antal's gru'f  and  angiusli  were  a[j[)eased* 
So  they  mounted  then  horses  and  sought,  the  luibi- 
Irilion  of  Klim  Zolieii,  whence  Llie\  all  went  out 
on  a  huYiUng  ]«iYVy.  And  Anuuah  viwle  by  the 
side  ol  Iblifs  lathei  he  was  dressed  out  m  his 
Ihiesl  laimeiits,  ami  his  hmhs  were  ])ei  fumed  and 
sieulcd,  and  Ins  Imii  flowed  ilown  ins  slioulders 
Go,  Vboolfawarib,  tom>  tent,  said  Malik  to  Antar, 
that  I  may  speak  with  th)  father  Sliodad  Aiuui 
departed,  and  rrince  Malik  ruling  uj)  to  Shedadj 
said — How  long  will  you  i eject  voui  miti  Antar 
does  not  your  heart  lean  towards  limii'  and  ilo  you 
not  yearn  alter  him  .ill  llie  horde  env  ies  voii  on 
hib  account  Grant  me  this  re(|uest,  Shedad,  <ind 
let  me  make  a  noble  eiuertajiimeiii,  and  let  me  raise 
lii^  head  above  a  ijtato  of  servitude,  und  you  w'lll  ■^ee 

v* 
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what  he  will  do  m  return  for  such  a  iavoiii 
answered  Hhcdail,  wliilst  wrath  M*as  ovulcnl  m 
Ins  fculurcsj  wliu  is  the  Arab  that  ever  dul  such  a 
deed  heibre  me  ^  Do  you  wisli  that  it  should  be 
suul  o(  me  ituit  Siiedud  was  captivated  with  a 
woiJi/m.  men  to  desire  to  inarrv  Jier,  and  slie 
burc  Inni  a  son,  and  be  achtum  lodged  him  .is  sueli 
because  lie  became  u  great  warnoi,  aud  atieslroymg 
hero.  Anti  who  islu,  said  Malik*  that  having  a  son 
tlait  resemliles  eom  son  Antar  uoidd  deny  him,  even 
weie  swordrt  In  cut  Ins  body  m  pieti " — \ccord- 
nig  to  m\  opimoii,  you  should  gh>i')  in  him  I  .cl 
the  Aiabs  follow  your  example  — (lood  praelices  aic 
to  be  adfinred,  even  though  they  lit*  new  Mv  lord, 
we*^ll  consult  aliout  this,  viid  Shodad  ,  iiud  he  wcui 
his  wa}  hoiiu  ,  Vnuce  Alalik  also  returiimg  misuiv 
cessful,  hnnul  \ntm  m  the  greiUesl  auxieiv— lu 
rei|Uired  whiit  had  passed  with  his  lathei  —  Malik 

told  )nm 

Autai  remamed  that  mglii  with  Prince  Malik* 
but  oarlv  next  nioriung  he  imumted  bi^  horse  and 
went  towards  his  mothers  lent,  .nul  .is  he  was  ])us- 
sing  along  the  nvid,  ho  met  \in.'ira)i  m  tJio  <(mirlci 
of  the  tribe  ol  Carad  lie  had  been  that  mglu 
consulting  with  Alrilik,  Ibla's  inlber,  about  die 
marraigo,  .md  m  the  inoimiig  ho  was  retunug  home 
follmvod  bv  Ins  attomhnits  He  was  ndmg  ma 
most  uliccled,  coxcoinical  numnoi  *  and  as  soon  as 
lie  saw  Antar  he  trembled,  and  wtia  in  great  disma\ , 
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howoverj  he  pluckoil  up  courosfp,  -intl  lei  lonj^ue 
nrn  glibly  on  Son  of  Sliedad,  ^ntd  wliero  wort 
ihoii  last  night  *•  ih\  masioi?  avcmv  seeking  ihee  »  loj 
I  ^vu^  there  with  them,  »ind  having  heard  of  I  In 
talent  ioi  'clot  j non lv,  it  was  nis'  intenlioti  to  give 
tliee  .1  robe  '^intal^le  to  snch  as  thou  ai'l 

On  heannji;  this,  llie  Imhl  bcoamc  ihivk  ni  Anlar’s 
eyes  he  came  u))  to  him^-Amarah,  he  exclaimed, 

1  tiin  not  Worthy  of  receiving  a  robe  oi  present  from 
thee,  hut  wlien  thou  entorest  unto  nn  mistress 
Ibla.  the  (huiglilev  of  Malik,  veiil\ ,  Nile  wretch.  I 
Will  Hieneh  tin  netk  oil  thv  shoulders ,  I  will  eurse 

♦  V 

ihv  lainily  iind  tin  p  iriails,  .md  I  wdl  make  tiuue 
the  most  lalal  nl  marriages,  *md  Anlai  ran  elose 
iH)  to  Anmrah.  am!  suzed  !nni  h\  tin  waisi, 

i  %' 

hea\e(l  him  xiji  in  his  hand  till  he  had  raised 
him  above  his  lie.uh  and  tlieti  (kudied  luni  on  llie 
ground,  ami  .dmosL  smashed  liis  bone.-,  Aiuarah 
liUMled  with  Irmli!,  ami  mive  unleigiicd  signs  of 
coward  K’e  and  aim  in 

Immediately  theiL  aros<‘  lUi  uprijai  among  tin 
tribes  of  Abs  and  Zeeiuf,  ,iml  soon  a[)|jeaied  Prince 
.Malik  lit  lull  speed,  loi  .is  soon  as  lie  fii'ard  the 
news,  lu*  wiis  itfraiil  some  iniselnel  would  lufali  Ins 
friend  He  lairn  up  with  his  drawn  s\uirtl  ,iiul 
joined  Aniai,  who  stood  linn,  with  fiisinistv  Dluimi 
in  Ins  Inml  By  tbe  lailh  of  an  Arab  of  Aleddei, 
said  Malik,  VI  nly  AiiUu  ui  tlie  tribe  of  Canid,  is 


like  a  rare  onvN-  amongst  ijcoplc  who  know  not  lt^ 
value  or  woi’lh  Come  on,  VbooUaNvans,  ho  con- 
timunl,  no\v  lor  the  iaituly  ol  Zceail  ’  anti  ho  pliotl 
his  hWord  among  iheni  Were  llu*  tube  of  Zooiul 
man)  oilier  jilace,  ened  Aiilm,  liusloiung  towards 
(iim,  and  kissing  Ins  hand,  I  woulil  shew  thee  wiuu 
I  would  do  wiili  dierti  ni  hattle  anfl  wai  ,  lint  1  atn 
alrind  of  blame  and  reproaehes^  mul  Icasl  tlie  noble 
Arabs  5ilundd  sa\,  ibai  ti  ‘^lave  ol  the  liibeol  Ctirad 
put  luh  eousiuslo  tile  sword  iMalilv  was  aiiur/cd  at 
iVniai,  ciml  Ins  nitigimniimi}  ,  and  just  then  Kebiu 
eame  np  at  lull  speed  witlt  the  nueiitiuii  of  killing 
AiUai  the  lion-liearteil  liero.  lor  he  tun  hail  heard  ol 
llio  e\cni  so  lie  inunnteil  Ills  liuvse,  and  eanu* 
greatly  alarmed  lest  his  brotliei  siiould  be  killctl 
ami  bulled,  loi  lie  liad  pivvioii-sh  told  Jns  bmthet 
dial  lie  dnl  not  wnsli  Inin  lo  JnlejJine  wjtli  Ibki,  oi 
exjiose  Inmscll  and  lannly  to  daiigei  wiili  die  slave 
Anliii  He  rusiwd  upon  Antai,  eager  to  de:^tlov 
bini  Stop,  llebia,  cried  Malik,  oi  by  the  iaitli  oi 
an  Aiub  I  will  not  s]>aie  one  of  yoin  ptople  oi 
warriors  flatlets  were  m  tins  stale,  when  lo  ’  Ivnig 
Zohen  ai rived,  with  all  Ins  heroes  ot  tlie  tube  of 
Absnnd  Vdiian  Tfie  attendants  cried  out,  hold  ^ 
stop  ‘  iigbt  not  ’  ve  liave  [lul  m  motion  King  fa¬ 
llen,  du  rider  of  die  age 

Nmv  on  ihalday  King  /oheirhad  received  inlel- 
liiience  ibat  tlic  tribe  id  Tey  were  coming  ilo'rn 
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li/ni  on  m’«unU  ofWntniali,  (li<'  (I/nt^’)ttor  o/ 
llic  Blood-iliinkci ,  iiiul  wnli  liuMii  weit*  Uvi'Ke  d\ou- 
saiul  liorsiMiu-n  Kin^  Xolunr  w:i?»  tlu'i'i'loir  iron- 
hied  in  ills  licail,  .mil  iu'  k('})l  il  sierel,  lui  Iil 
leared  lliat  tk-alii  aiul  iinii  wen  {oniiiiii'  ujion  llu 
mile  ul  \1>N.  At  that  inunionl  .ilsn  reatluil  Inin 
tlie  aiamnit  oi  Annirah  ciml  Vnl:n  an<l  lie  w.n 
u:rt‘atl\  aliunieil  llial  ilisscmioiw  shnnldari.se  ainim^si 
the  inhi'>  so  he  nionnleil  his  hoise  and  lanu 
to  them  As  M)(>n  as  Kuna  Zuhen  annetl,  lhe\ 
held  baelv  riom  thi‘  lra\,  <nul  llu'\  pu>uUecl  ilu’ni- 
selvos,  both  Amurahnml  bis  brolliei  svlnl.sl  ail  tlu 
people  ened  nut  iinannnonsK — Offiiat  ICiiiii,  there 
is  no  sceiintv  lot  us  in  \  oui  '’oimlrv .  unless  von  pel- 
imf  tJs  Ul  sla\  this  ihaholaal  hlaek  slave,  \ntai ,  ioi 
he  rLhel"  and  revolts,  and  no  one  Imt  von  ran  re- 
strain  him  O  inv  eonsnis.  said  /ohi‘iK  tell  me  Mlsat 
i.s  (III  madei,  uhat  Ire  \iiiai  iloiti 

Ilebtii  eami  lorward  anil  told  him  that  \maiah 
had  diananikal  in  maniunv  Ihia,  the  daiii^lilei  ol 
Afafik,  and  A\(iat  Aniai  had  doni' lo  Inm  So  tile 
Knm  knew  that  \ntar  had  hi  i  nill-nseik  and  that 
what  lh‘’S  liail  tolil  him  uhout  the  marnaj^e  of  Ibln 
was  onl^  li)  doiuvr  Inin  but  ohsi  rvni^  innv  many 
mmplained  nj  \ntai,he  said,  tell  me  what  is  viun 
mleiUioiu  01  what  shall  1  do  to  him  (/  Kiim.  said 
they,  either  kill  him,  oi  banish  hnn  Irom  onr  eotni- 
tr\,  01  send  him  back  to  lend  tlw  sheep  and  ihi 
(ainels.  A-s  to  kdlm^-hm),  iv[)ljeii  ihi*  Kjd”,  I  eannoi 
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submit  to  you,  because  he  has  oaten  o(  uur  moat 
ami  our  protoctiou  o»  huu  .  and  as  to  bauifilun^ 
liun  01  sciuluig  him  back  to  tend  ilie  camels  ami 
the  sheep,  lhal  dues  not  rlepond  upon  uio — il  is 


Slicdud’s  aflaii 

So  llie  King  sent  loi  SItedad ,  tind  wlicn  lie 
came — those  po<ipl(‘  at<  inneh  exasperated  .igamsl 
your  son,  said  Xolieii,  hut  you  have  the  entire  ths- 
posal  ol’lnuu  iheivloie  do  with  him  what  vou  please^ 
and  I  will  be  witness  lui  you  I  am  ipiite  bewil¬ 
dered  and  distressed  iihout  tins  huslTK‘s^,  replied 
Sliedud,  hut  my  opinion  is  ihttl  he  stioukl  return  to 
llie  enre  ul  tlieslieej)  and  the  eamelsj  and  reptiii  ol 
his  eomluol  Call  Aiiiai  here,  cried  /.olien,  iiud 
inaKe  the  compatl  with  him  m  rnypresenee  Shedatl 
called  loi  \ulaK  aiul  lie  e.ime  "riiou  \Meked  -hue, 
said  Ins  mastei,  il  is  my  iletenmnalum  (hat  (hon  le- 
Ujj  5)  Id  tin  care  ol  lln- -lieep  ionl  ihi' I'aim  ls,  loi  i 
will  not  iiTitale  ihe  whole  tribe,  and  siduiul  to  line 
I  Will  not  nuvlest  ni^  hvolliei  Malik,  and  ohe^ 

thee. 


When  Antai  heard  liis  /atiterk  orders,  tlw'  lears 
ni.sbc  J  iVom  Ins  ty  es,  and  he  legrelletl  givaliy  whal 
had])assed  Do,  ‘^ukL  Antai,  what  you  ])lease,  (oi 
I  am  one  of  your  servants,  and  a  slave  has  only  to 
obey  lus  masLei,  thmigh  he  unment  and  aillict  Imu 
every  diiy  (d  ins  lite  ami  (lom  tins  day  wdl  i  iievci 
jiiouiU  a  horse,  and  util  novel  be  pleseiil  m  battle, 
nor  go  anywhere  bia  by  youi  permission.  Anil 


Klilii  Zoliuir  aiul  rniu‘i-s  vrtuicsscd  itu  Aiitai,  and 
fut’  Ills  jiroiiiisc,  ami  this  Kamc  ihiu  had  hlazotl  wa.s 
cxiin^iiislKHl ,  ,uul  thc*\  all  ii’lmned  U>  diL*ii  toiils, 
and  Ins  I'nenui.*^  and  diosu  dial  euviad  him, 
uUc'd  ovei  AiUai  pailiuularly  llu*  Iannis  nl'/onad 

Ami  Now,  iiiv  cnusnis*  crioil  Zolimt,  [nt*[)ari'  yoin 
warllki*  nislntmtiUs  tins  instaiit,  lo  li^ht  iIil  tribe 
nt'^re^,  liir  dii'v  «U’L’  tiimiiniij  dt'vn  ujjnn  ns  wuli 
luelve  lluaiNitiul  fiinsL-nuMU  on  acmiint  nl’ Aimnalu 
(Ik*  daiii^liler  (il  tile  ll\iu>iUdifnkei,  in  nrdoi  lore- 
lease  liei  Irom  sI;l\oi'\  and  nidiii'intv  ^They  all 
assumed,  ami  '=^o])aialLMl  in  prepuie  umn»'ihnU'l\ 
IhiL  Aniai  was  n‘]iiieL'd  and  i^ind  .il  ht‘arni^  this 
mlelhifem.'s .  lo\  he  kiu‘\v  d\t.  Iviln  Ki[  Ans  \vmild 

O 

Ik'  beiieii  and  imiual,  and  dial  du  ^  would  be  in 
warn  til*  him  lu  weiil  hniue  .md  I'litered  his 
uiotlu'r's  apaitment,  and  .isl  ul  ahinn  Ihla  Ilila 
wav  vrith  me  iu>t  noi^^  said  au  .  and  she  ‘yiid, 
soothe  the  iieai'i  ot  in\  toiisiii  ViUai,  ami  idl  him 
Inun  me  dial  il  ni\  lather  even  makes  m\  it-i^uomy 
reslm^  place,  nom  hut  hi:ii  do  1  desire,  none  hul 
him  will  1  elinosc 

Antal'''  hi’ail  repuml  ami  gladdenui  when  he 
heard  wlial  Ihia  liatl  ‘'aid  ofliiin  lie  >{:ml  at  honii 
tliat  iiieliL  and  tlie  next  day  he  took  In.s  hi-others 
dereer  and  Sliihoob,  and  went  to  llu  jjaslure,  dri\- 
in*;  llu  cattle  mid  llu*  camels  belure  him 

Ami  Knin  Zoheii  iiumiitcd  liis  Jiorse  witli  all 
ins  wavnois  oC  ihe  tnbe  ol  Abs,  .a  number  tbui 


LiiousiUKl^  all  aj^inucl  diicl  accouturiiclj  .ui<t  sut  oli( 
to  jneel  flie  tribe  ol  Toy,  leaving  m  tlio  louts 
Ibi  l!tc  protcelion  of  tlic  properiyj  lliivo  lum- 
th’od  lioiHonicii,  vilb  the  sons  of  Shas  iind  Cais,  and 
Uobia  the  sou  of  Zeead.  lie  travcrseil  tbc  do- 
sLM'th  aiirl  die  tribe  ol  Abs  ivinaitied  ifi  saJciv  otic 
night ,  the  JU'-xt  ibiy  Anlar  conducted  die  cattle  and 
eiiinels  to  die  pustiire,  and  Sluboob  and  *Tcretn*  wont 
out  also  mill  the  cattle  and  llie  sheep,  seeking  the 
pastures  t\o  sooiun  had  llioy  i|Uitled  tlic  tents, 
Inn  a  <hisl  arose  difiL  darkened  the  iriiole  country 
It  was  a  parly  oi  thoinbe  of  Te),  who  liad  passed 
Kint>  Zolieir  on  tin  roail,  and  reached  the  lanil  oi* 

Sliavchah  like  a  blazing  flimu-. 

What  IS  voni  counsel  now  O  F.bereiih,  said  AiUiii 
to  Sbibi>t>b  I)  j’oij  bsli'ii  to  niV  atlMCC,  sjiul  Ins  bio- 
thei,  to-ihn  youwdl  obtain  all  you  wish  and  desire, 
and  you  will  I'eioiue  ibe  noblesi  ol  the  tribe  ol  Alls, 
and  he  admitted  to  tlie  rank  and  consideration  ol 
of  an  Arab,  <nid  be  txx;kone<l  otkj  of  tlie  liorsemen  of' 
Arabia  Alv  opiinon  ib,  you  dioukl  take  llie  eiuuels 
and  the  cattle,  and  ascend  this  uinnienee  towards 
Mount  Saiuh  ,  I  will  bring  yoi*  yeur  liorso  and  voin 
arniom  loi  I  knov  (Iial  the  tribe  of  Abs  vili  he 
ronlcd,  .nid  wdl  stand  m  need  ol  you  ,  ami  tliey  will 
conic  to  you,  and  will  inlreatyou  but  do  not  iiioiini 
your  horse,  do  not  take  purl  m  the  contest  till  yoiu 
lalhei  admilb  von  to  In.,  own  rank,  and  ackiiow- 
letlgcs  you  as  a  son,  uiulas  a  pari  of  ins  licait,  and 


}'our  uncle  gives  von  Ins  ilniightcr  in  iiuirnage,  and 
niakos  yon  a  jiarlnci  in  Ins  wealth — then  descend 
and  destroy  3a>iir  enemies  and  those  tliat  envy  yon  , 
and  thus,  in^  brothui,  you  wdl  altain  the  object  ol 
voiu  wislies. 

Vnlar  heard  tins  lulviee  of  Shiboob »  and  he  drove 
awav  (he  cattle  and  the  uainels*  and  ascended  the  lull 
of  ;Mc>uiit  Saadi ,  \d15lst  Sliiboob  went  and  brought 
Jiini  Ills  horse  .iiul  lusannoiu,  iiiul  thev  all  three 
'vtil  down  to  M’lilch  the  I'csult  of  the  contest  between 
the  irihes  ol  Abs  and  Tey  but  the  Tevans  at- 
tacked  tlie  pastures  ol'tbe  Abstans,  and  carried  oil* 
tbeir  eainpls  and  their  cattle,  witli  their  shepherds » 
and  the  whole  conmi^  and  vicmitv  were  filled  tvith 

m  t/ 

them  l\lany  ot  the  herdsmen  returned  in  flight, 
and  spn‘ad  alarm  .unong  the  tents,  infornnng 
tlk  Al>s)aii>'  of  the  arrival  of  the  Teyaub,  and  ol 
then  attack  upon  ihcin,  and  that  llieir  army  was 
like  the  leiiijiestiioiis  sea  They  were  amazed,  and 
eonfouniled  ,  lev  thev  knew  that  Kins  Zoheiy  must 

o 

have  missed  them  on  the  ruatl 

Sbas  called  out  to  the  warriors,  and  assembied 
the  men  Come  on,  my  cousins,  cried  he,  bcliold  the 
enemy,  let  us  fight  tor  our  women  and  our  tents,  and  let 
us  mfuse  leav  and  tenor  into  then*  hearts,  or  tiiey  wdl 
cut.  u\  among  ye,  and  not  lung  will  secure  us  ugaiusl 
the  cup  ol  death,  but  tlie  blows  with  the  sword 
I'hcy  all  uiounlcd,  the  men  were  encouraged,  and 
ruslied  on  to  the  combat ,  man  oppo.scd  man,  and 
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hero  eiicQinUerccl  heroes  ,  blood  flo«^cd  niul  streamed, 
liiubs  Avere  hewn  ofl’,  ami  horrors  were  spread  amoii« 
them  Ibi  «iu  houi ,  when  at  icnglh  the  noble  Absians 
were  so  liiirtl  pressed,  lliat  the  Teyans  overwhelmed 
them,  for  there  wore  twelve  thousand  of  these,  and 
the  Absians  oulv  Ihicc  hniitircd  Sbas  and  llebia 
aiul  Aniandi  wore  wounded,  and  nearly  tlciuL  Tbo 
Absians  abandoned  their  projicrty^  and  lainilieb  ''»id 
sought  the  wulds  and  the  deserts,  and  tl\c  enemy 
took  jxisse^^sion  of  iheir  country  and  lands 

Ala'S  I  fluid  father  to  Sliedad,  0  my  brolhei, 
where  is  thv  sun  ^  Let  Imn  eoiije  tt>  us  in  sueh  a 

V 

dreudfnl  day  as  tins,  and  liberate  us  iroin  deal)]  and 
jinserj  ^Ve  cannot  raise  our  heads  towards  Antai, 
said  ShedmU  but  were  he  present,  oui  condition 
would  uideed  be  the  icvcrec  of  tins  Sliedad  raised 
Iiib  eyes  towards  tlie  lull,  and  ho  saw  Hhihoob  and 
fTcreei  and  Amur  seated  on  ilic  ground  anil  eontem- 
pliiting  tlie  tribe  ol'  Ab^,  and  then  defeat  So  he  ran 
towards  them,  and  his  biother  Malik  followed  Inni-^ 
Const  thou,  in  an  luiur  like  this,  said  Sliedad,  em¬ 
ploy  thyself  in  tending  the  eat  lie  lUitl  tlie  camels  ^ 
Behold '  the  enemy  have  succecddl  in  then  iittein])ts, 
and  have  plundered  on r])roppi'tv  and  sliun  our  horse- 
moii,  and  have  Uiveaiencd  to  ca])tuvc  our  w'onicu 
and  our  Jnnnbcs. 

Wliat  dost  wjsJi  Jije  to  do  said  Antar ;  I  am  in¬ 
deed  grieved  ctI  lliy  distress  O  that  I  could  rcM’iio 
thee  from  deslroctioii  and  deical ,  but  J  am  a  trlaAc, 
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and  am  not  capable  of  doing  any  thing,  and  am  not 
worthy  yourconsideration,  I  am  indeed  a  poor  slave, 
and  one  conducts  cattle  and  camels  to  the  pas¬ 
tures,  and  one  employed  in  milking,  and  picking  up 
wood,  anti  tending  cattle  and  sheep — am  I  not 
(or  this  contemptible  and  despised  ^  And  he  quil¬ 
ted  Ins  father  and  his  uncle  Malik  where  they  stood, 
and  went  away  from  them 
Sliedad  was  vexed  at  his  conduct.  What  means 
this  indifference  about  us,  said  he  ^  What  do  you 
want  of  me  Said  Autai — Hast  cvlm' heard  ot  any 
one  asking  protection  and  countenance  from  a  slave  r 
And  abaiulomng  noble  princes  ^  Mount,  descend, 
riiul  destroy  the  cMiemy,  Antar'  cried  Shedad,  and  I 
Will  grant  thee  all  thy  wishes  and  liopcs,  and  I 
will  raise  thee  to  the  rank  and  honour  of*  an  Ai'ab. 
Hut  what  will  be  tins  rank  and  honour  ^  said  Antai 
1  will,  said  Shedad,  recognize  you  as  my  son,  and 
as  cl  part  of  my  heart  0  my  nephew,  descend  and 
drive  awav  the  enemy  from  us  >  exclaimed  AJalik, 
and  I  will  acknowledge  tlioc  of  our  fiiimlv 

Wliilst  all  tins  was  going  on  between  Antar, 
Shedad,  and  ]\[alik,  the  Tcyaiis  attacked,  the  tents, 
and  plundered  the  property  anti  gtiodh,  and  captured 
the  women  and  families,  even  the  females  of  King 
Zolicir’s  lamily  ,  and  his  daughter  Mootejeredah 
and  Ins  wile  Temadluir  were  both  taken  prisoners , 
and  they  seized  Ibla,  and  Slierccali  and  Semeeah , 
and  dreadful  was  the  wading  of  Ibla  when  they 
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threw  down  thoii-  dwellings  l«  then  very  foimda- 
lion^,  <xnd  they  left  nothing  worth  a  linltci ,  foi 
tliey  wore  Aj*abs,  and  greedy  of  plundoi ,  and  only 
conquered  foi  '=ip(>il ,  and  there  were  niou  among 
llieitt  who  li^uiied  then  liorscs,  and  loaded  themselves 
wiUi  a  liorse  load  besides,  and  in  a  iliort 

tniie  they  le/l  (he  wliolc  coirntiy  a  haircii  waste, 
driving  away  wuli  tliein  tlie  icinalcs  anil  tlio 
ramdicb,  as  tliey  departed  over  llie  lulls  anti  liio 
deserts 

Mahk,  Ihla^s  iathei,  looked  towards  the  women, 
and  soeiiiiT  Ibla  was  a  captive  among  the  warriors, 
O  my  nepJiew,  t?ned  he  to  Antai,  ilost  llion  not  see 
thy  beloved  Ibla,  aial  will  ilioii  not  defend  ami 
protet^t  her  ?  If  I  iiimuit  this  nistiuit,  Malik,  saui 
Aniar,  and  destroy  tins  parly,  and  i dense  Ibla 
from  her  aOlietion,  wilt  thou  give  her  to  mo  in 
inaiTiage?  Yes,  said  Bialik,  by  the  God  that 
created  her  and  beautified  hci  And  lie  extended  lus 
Iiand  towards  Antau  anil  swore  by  the  Goil  of 
mankind,  and  said.  If  thou  dost  lilKTate  Ibla,  slie 
shall  be  thv  wife  forovei  an<l  Shedad  admitted  Ins 
pretentious  to  honour  and  rank,  and  swore  he  would 
not  deny  linn  again,  were  the  foe  to  teui  In^  liody 
to  pieces 

Sliedad  and  Alalik  having  iimslied  s])oaking,  and 
Antar  having  made  tliein  conllrni  tlieir  oaths, 
Sliiboob  brought  iiim  lus  horse  Abjei,  Now  mount, 
0  my  brotlier,  said  he,  for  thou  hast  no  more  to  say 
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to  lliy  father  and  thy  unclc--'Piit  to  the  rout  these 
hateful  foCb.  Aritiu  clad  himself  iti  armour,  and 
encased  liiuiself  in  arms  ’till  lie  mus  like  a  towex,  or 
a  mass  lent  IVoin  the  nioiinUnn's  side  He  rushed 
inipeiuously  down  Innn  tlie  height  liken  tieniendous 
lion,  Ins  heait,  harder  than  sione,  and  his  soul  more 
buov  niit  (huu  I  he  waves  of  the  sea  when  u  mars. 
He  sluuiti'd  with  a  voict'  so  loud  flml  tile  wltok* 
country  and  vullies  trembled  at  the  shock — Ye 
tgnohle  dnslnrds,  I  am  Aiilai  the  son  ofShedad^ 
and  he  thus  spoke 

‘‘  Soon  sliall  vc  behohl  mv  deeds  this  dnv  with 
“  liie  hn'  in  the  lield  of  '^pear-llirusth,  and  the  battle 
‘‘  lire,  and  mv  furious  courage  amongst  the  inhes^ 

‘  so  that  in  im  suhliinitx,  1  will  inoinit  above  the 
‘‘  risccs  I  jilimge  into  the  (lames  of  war  with  the 
“  cleavfiig  scumtai,  iind  J  exLirpa((‘  tlieiu  witli  the 
“  goring  lance  I  drive  hack  the  horses  on  then 
luuinchcs  from  the  lofty  seal  of  iny  tlnu-fhinked 
Abjei,  tiiid  with  the  blatlc  of  my  ^w'ord  Dlmnu, 
“  at  w'hose  etke  flow  the  waves  of  ileatlt  over  the 

O 

etieiii}'  'Plus  day  w'lll  I  oxliibit  my  ardent  soul 
‘‘  with  mv  indian  sword,  ami  I  will  meet  the  chests 

V 

of  the  horse  with  my  ihrnsis  I  wall  establish  the 

•• 

“  market  oi  war  in  its  lield  on  the  lop  ol  itiy  stectl, 
“  in  lire  ])Vola:lion  of  my  country.  My  sword  is 
**  my  (atlieijiiud  the  spear  iti  my  hand  is  niy  flitlier'^ 
“  brotliei ,  ami  1  am  (he  son  of  niy  daj  in  the 
lieights  of  the  deserts  ” 


He  bent  his  head  over  the  suddle-bow,  and  made 
Ins  attack  First,  he  sought  the  hoiseman  wlio  liad 
captured  Ibla;  he  was  lu  the  real,  ami  Ins  assault 
was  the  assault  of  fate  and  dcstinv.  He  wished  to 
pierce  him  tliroiigh  the  chest,  but  he  feared  the 
point  iniglit  touch  Ibla,  and  she  bo  slain  with  hix,< 
so  he  wheeled  his  horse  on  one  side,  and  cnnie  upon 
Ins  riffht  like  a  ferocious  lion,  and  shouted  out  in  a 
voice  like  llnmdor  wlicn  it  bellows,  and  pierced 
with  Jus  spear  lus  right  side,  tJic  point  i.ssucil  out 
on  his  left,  and  he  hurled  luiu  down  dead,  wel¬ 
tering  in  hi3  blood,  Ibla  wan  terrified  at  the 
thrust  of  the  speai,  but  she  was  unhuri  Anlai 
drsmounted  and  came  io  Ibla  Feai  not,  thou 
light  of  iny  eyes,  said  he,  thou  shah  behold  tli> 
Antnr  perform  to'  day,  deeds  that  shall  be  narrated 
and  recorded  " 

Again  he  rushed  upon  the  enemy  like  an  outra¬ 
geous  hon  t  and  Shiboob  attended  him  shooting  Ins 
arrows,  wuth  which  he  transfixed  the  hearts  of  the 
warriors  At  the  first  attack  ho  dispersed  the 
troops  from  the  tents,  and  m  the  second  he  laid  bare 
the  whole  plain  He  poured  down  upon  llicin  and 
be  destroyed  them,  and  overwhelmed  them  witli 
shouts,  and  horror  and  dealli  He  hewed  oil*  then 
EU'ms  and  tlieii  hmbs,  and  put  to  flight  both  the 
nght  and  the  left.  And  God  prospered  liim  in  dl 
he  did,  so  that  he  slew  all  he  aimed  at,  and  ovei 
tJ)rcw  all  he  touched.  How  numerous  were  the 
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herws  he  tern  heel '  and  ai  his  sliouts  all  tlie  land 
trembled 

Now  the  tribe  of  Abs  distinermshetl  Ins  voice 
tliroimb  llie  conliiwion  and  thick  dust,  and  thev  said 
to  one  (motJici'/Mic  has  indeed  routed  them  They 
relurned  iVoni  the  nionnbiins  ami  I'ai'ineSjtind  joined 
the  battle,  and  their  hearts  gamed  courage  at  the 
sight  ol  Antai.  the  lord  of  war  Hut  when  Shas 
sau  how  Anlai  moved  amongst  the  enemy,  ami 
how  he  overwhelmed  them  m  slaughter  and  dcst rue- 
tion,  Ins  gull  burst,  «ind  Ins  hatred  increased  He 
turned  towards  Ins  brotlier  (Iriis,  and  said-^dost  not 
behold  the  deeds  of  tliat  foul  Black,  Jioir  lie  eiits 
down  iJie  enemy  with  his  sw’orcl Venly,  he  has 
iliscomlited  them,  and  dispersed  them  among  lim 
wilds  and  tlic  plums,  and  his  greatness  will  raise  him 
above  us  all.  Hut  I  wash,  niv  brolliei,  to  lake  him 
unawares  and  kill  him  whilst  lie  is  engaged  m  tiie 
cnuflict,  ami  make  imu  drmk  of  tile  cup  of  perdition, 
that  wc  niav  be  relieved  from  Ins  fbnl  mflncncc'  and 

V  9 

Jl  Will  be  .s^ml  that  the  Ti'yaiis  jiave  slain  Jnin 

Wbui  ineairst  ilmu,  0  Shas  ’  replied  Cais  ,  does 
Auiav  ik-bcrve  this  ol  u>,  after  liaviiig  del  ended  our 
waves  and  om  lamilies  ^  1  low' can  we  be  guilty  of 
such  an  act  ^  Had  il  not  been  foi  Antar’s  sw  ord,  Ibe 
enemy  would  not  imvc  left  one  of*  us  alive — not  one 
to  tell  (he  talc  lify  advice  is  (hat  wo  should  aid 
him  in  the  conilicl,  and  drive  aw'ay  from  n.s  these 
warriors,  or  wc  shall  become  a  commoii  proverb. 
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Ci'ils  (xmlHUiecl  to  niolsc  such  re] wesoij lotions  lo 
Shiis,  till  he  dissuaded  liiui  fmin  lus  project  The 
wliole  trjljo  oi'  Abs  tlien  collected  lo^^eiliei,  and 
made  one  uiiiled  ellort  agfimsL  the  encm^*  ,  and 
men  encountered  iueci,  iukI  heioes  heixies,  blood 
flowed,  limbs  wt^rc  liewii  ofl\  and  the  Absians 
exorletJ  all  then  jjonors  t<^joifi  the  bon  warnoi  , 
but  it  wjis  impoKsihlc  at  ilial  lime,  loi  Autai  had 
pkmg(xl  into  ihe  midst  ol  the  Tcyans,  on  ac- 
count  o!’ iheir  iKirsemau  \\  hose  name  was  Iteheeah, 
iriio  was  tile  leader  ol*  l))c  fnK)[X'»  lie  was  eminenl 
lor  Ills  liravery,  and  it  was  he  who  had  wouiuled 
Sims,  and  )md  £lesiro3'ed  'imny  Absmus,  .mtl  Imd 
dispersed  tliem  aiuoiiii  the  uioiuitain  sides  And 
Antnj  continued  slmi^dilcnn^,  and  searching  hnn 
uuUi  he  overlook  limi,  and  did  not  give  him  limelo 
turn  or  move  Ins  bridle,  'ere  he  sti'uek  him  witli 
Dhaiiii  upon  his  hreasl,  thvidmg  him  down  lo  tlio 
thong  that  eiicnvletl  lus  hack,  and  he  tumbled  ovei 
cut  in  twain 

AVhen  the  llloud-diinkei  saw  Antai  smite  the 
warrioij  he  was  lerrdicd  and  coiiioiiuded,  and  said 
to  ins  troops  about  him,  this  is  no  mortal  man ,  .ill 
that  have  darcil  him,  have  dnuik  ot  the  cuj>  o(  pci- 
(h^ion  And  as  soon  a^  he  hail  released  his  daughtei . 
he  placed  her  behind  him,  and  sought  the  wilds  .and 
the  deserts,  Ibllowotl  by  the  tribe  oi  Tey  and  all  tlie 
troops  that  Imd  survived  And  they  fled  to  the 
muimtams  and  llie  rocks,  thcMi  standards  rcveiscd. 
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But  ihc  tribe  of  Abs  pursued  d\u\  drove  them 
before  them  full  tliree  j)arastnigs  from  their  country, 
iind  llien  returned  for  die  dispersed  horses  and  the 
'^calteretl  ])r<jj>erU'  And  they  went  hack  to  tlien 
own  lent>,  Aulai  at  thtMi*  head,  like  the  flower  of 
die  Judas  tree,  llius  exclainnng 

“  I  hare  abused  fortune,  hut  how  can  she  luimi- 
hate  such  as  me  <  I  loo  tlmt  have  a  spirit  would 
“  cut  down  moniUains  I  am  the  warrior  of’  whom 
It  is  said,  h(‘  tended  the  he  and  she  camels  o!  his 
“  tnU*  When  1  iis>aijl(ed  Kendeh  aiiil'I  ev,  then 
hands  brandislnng  lliu  long  spears,  with  .innies, 
‘Mhal  Mhen  I  ihoiieilit  of  iluan  I  iinagiiiecl  die 
whole  earth  filled  wUh  men,  nml  as  iJieu  hardy 
“  Steeds  Irampkd  oin  lands,  whilst  you  might  sec 
them  talking  and  exulting,  'twas  then  thiMi 
“  steeds  fled  away  Imn  ilied  at  me,  and  iheredoidiled 
“  ihrusls  dial  goied  them  as  they  sought  die  fight 
The  imhle  hero  feels  no  fatigue,  limi  no  chnllen- 
gel  iieetl  tall  to  the  conibiit  It  was  the  skiM 
‘‘  alone  ihiu  drove  back  the  hoi  semen  whilst  the 
flame  of  battle  'vas  blazing,—  then  speeduti  away 
then  troops  m  tcrroi  ol  my  iirm,^ — light  they 
fled,  hurlhened  though  they  had  iieen  Crushing 
‘‘  were  the  stamps  and  iramphngs  on  then  necks, 
“  and  the  liorse  slices  dashed  and  pounded  then 
‘‘  skulls  Hom  many  amors  were  laid  low  by  iny 
“  sword,  whilst  tliey  toic,  in  very  rage,  tiicir  hands 
‘^Midi  then  teeth  I  rescued  the  tnaidcns  and 


virgins,  ami  not  one  did  I  leave  but  bereft  ol' 
“  sense.  Mine  is  a  spml  lor  every  enterpnze,  high 
”  IS  my  fame,  exalted  is  niy  glory.'’ 

Tiiese  verses  cxeued  stjrpz'ize  and  admiration 
ainong  the  eluofs,  .mil  liiev  thanked  luus  Hut 
Malik,  Iblii’s  ^latlier,  and  Slias  and  Ilcbia,  and  the 
tribe  of  Zecad,  clicnshcd  a  llainc  in  then  hearts , 
they  tlimiked  hnu  in  a])}>earancr»  but  m  tlicir  soul 
tliDir  gal!  ivas  bnrsi  WJien  they  apj>roadied  the 
tenfs  (he  wornoa  came  nut  (n  meet  them,  beating 
the  eymbab,  «m(i  llie  slaves  brandishing  ttieii 
swords ,  .111(1  Ibla  stood  in  iront  oi  them  like  a  lull 
moon  when  i!  slniu's^  as  slu;  crii?d  out — IVluy  t  ucvei 
lose  tlice,  O  ihoii  ileleiuler  of  women,  and  dosl)‘oyer 
of  every  joe  and  enemy  At  thwe  ivords,  Aiiiar^ 
grid  and  .mgiuali  \auished,  and  lie  liiouglu  tlial 
in  lier  ])resei\cc  he  could  slay  a  host  vit  encimes 
The  wairiors  thou  iveut  down  to  then  tents,  and 
no  one  but  talked  of  Anlai.  liuw  he  slew,  and 
fonglit  Willi  lilt*  mvulers,  .md  tliey  passed  ^  nighi 
of  jov>  deeds  of  Atilar  tlie  in- 

vincililc  hero 

The  next  day  arrived  in  liasic  King  Zoheir  AVith 
lus  fom})ainons*  fui  he  had  heard  that  his  loe  had 
passed  linn  on  the  road  he  feared  ins  iamiiy  iinglit 
be  destroyed  and  out  oft’,  and  iic  could  scarcely 
believe  be  should  lind  Ills  family  sale  Irom  the 
trcaclierics  ol  the  luncs  ,  and  as  lie  .i^ijiroaohcd  the 
tents  he  saw  dead  boilics  scutterod  about,  broken 
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'jeiiiiitiu's  and  shattered  spears,  .iiid  Ins  heart  mis- 
«i-ave  Inm  Uut  when  lie  readied  the  tents,  the 
chicts  came  out  to  meet  Imn  they  sainted  him, 
and  related  wliat  Auttii  luu{  done*  And  when 
King  Zolieii  lieurd  this  ol  the  great  Antai,  he 
said  to  his  surroundiiig  heroes— Verily  by  the 
huth  ol'  an  Arab,  wo  are  glorihed  m  Antiiv  above 
all  that  inhabit  the  wilds  And  Antar  came  out 
10  meet  hnn ,  the  King  approached  hnii,  and 
kissed  him  hetwecii  the  eves— O  Ahoolfawaris,  said 
he,  we  are  unabh'  to  reward  thee  ka  this  act,  even 
were  we  to  give  tlice  all  wc  possess  in  doiniinons  and 
])ri)pcrty 

Then  the  warnois  went  to  llieii  tents,  and  the 
King  to  his  own  pavilion  And  Ins  wi((*,  Temadhui , 
came  up  to  hmu  and  kissing  his  bands — O  lung, 
said  slic,  il  yoiT  are  wise  and  good,  be  kind  to 
Antai  ,  for  It  is  ho  tiiat.  has  protected  voiu  wiieaiul 
children  Thus  was  Ins  joy  in  the  deeds  ol  Anfat 
cUigmcnted,  and  lie  slept  at  ease  until  the  mormiig 
dawned,  when  he  ordered  llu*  sheep  and  camels  to 
be  slam,  and  a  feast  to  be  prepaml,  and  a  niagnifl* 
cient  enlertaniment  to  he  made  reads  tor  all  the 
tribe  ol  Ahs  and  Atlnam  Tlie  most  highly  ho¬ 
noured  were  Antui  and  the  horsemen  ol  the  tribe  of 
Carad  AAei  dinnoi  they  began  coiuersing,  and 
Shedad  lelated  to  the  King  till  Ins  son  Antar  had 
done  liow  he  hinisell  having  acknowledged  Ins 
’relationship  and  connexion,  and  his  brotlier  Malik 


having  promised  Inm  to  Ibla,  ho  mounted  Ins  hoiso 
and  roulod  the  enemy,  and  dispersed  llicm  amongst 
tile  -wihls  and  the  deserts 

This  siruck  to  the  heatt  of  Shns,  and  his  soul 
was  filled  with  indignation  and  rage,  ami  his  wliole 
(Vamc  was  ready  to  burst  Sliediul,  said  he,  how 
could  you  take  upon  youiselt'  to  iniroducL  AiUai, 
the  soil  ol  a  slave,  to  our  tribe,  iind  admit  him  to 
oui  rank  and  oui  eoiiHccpieiice  Nou  «e  sliall 
iiecume  a  shame  amongst  tjie  Arabs  to  the  end  of 
turns  and  they  wtil  say  the  tnlie  of  Abs  has 
associated  lUell  with  hlui  k  slnvt's. 

O  tShas,  said  Cais,  give  up  tins  envious  disposiLion, 
in  winch  no  one  partakes  with  yon  And  King 
i^ohoii  turned  also  towards  his  smi  Shns,  and 
rebuked  Inm  O  in>  lord,  exelainied  Antnu  stnnd- 
uig  up,  the  heart  ol  riiiree  Shas  is  not  mchried 
towards  me,  1  will  theielore  lelua  Jrom  yon  to 
unother  tribe.  M  cars  flow  ed  Inmi  tlie  eyes  ol  Aulai., 
and  King  Zohen  ami  the  tribe  ol  C*ira(l  gazed  at 
luni  m  astoimihinenl ,  when  .U  leiiglh  the  Kmg 
arose,  and  having  kissed  xViUai  iietween  the  eyes, 
iic  liianked  and  praised  Inm  'rhen  turning 
towards  the  warriors  oJ  Abs,  lu*  ened  out  —  “  0  yc* 
tniies  oJ  Abs  and  Adnan,  and  all  ye  that  arc  hero 
asseinhleil,  ye  all  know  the  ]mntv  of  my  connexion 
and  rank,  and  my  lather  and  my  niothei,  yet  let 
Autav  be  ciiUcd  as  3  am  called,  for  he  is,  by  the 
faith  of  an  Arab,  inv  cousin,  the  «intidolc  to  all  my 


19S 


sorrow  and  niy  gncf,  und  ho  who  honours  hmi, 
honours  me,  and  he  who  despises  him,  despises 
me, — and  he  cried  out — Welcome,  welcome  to  my 
cousin,  thou  l  eltevci  of  sorrow 

Amono  tj)L'  first  who  succeeded  Zohen  was 

o 

Prince  WTalik ,  he  sprung  low.'irds  Antai,  and 
cmbruml  him  and  hissed  Imn  Ijetwecn  the  eyes^ 
and  he  likewise  cried  out — ^AVcleoinc,  welcome  to 
niy  cousin,  tlic  rcilcvci  of  'iOiTOW '  "When  the 
horsemen  saw  what  King  Zohen  and  Ins  stm  hail 
done,  they  could  not  avoid  following  the  example; 
so  they  sprung  towards  Amur  and  embraced  Inm, 
and  kissiMl  him  between  the  cyc.s,  and  admitted  Inm 
to  tlie  hoiioui  and  rank  oi  an  Arab,  anil  till  cried 
oiii — Welcome,  welcome  to  luy  eousm  *  Ihit  Shas 
was  violently  enraged  ,  lie  ^\^l^'  nearly  bni sting  with 
passion,  lie  arose  hastily  and  went  to  his  lent.  I3ul 
tile  wai  nors  siil  down  and  )?egan  talkingand  jc.‘’Ung, 
anxiety  and  sorrow  lelt  them,  and  they  were  ail  joy 
and  merriment ,  they  ate  meat  .md  drank  wine  till 
night  biought  on  the  darkness  ;  iind  at  the  lermma- 
tion  of  the  feast  tfie  King  clothed  Antar  ui  a  n>be 
worked  with  red  gold,  and  girded  on  a  trusty  swQid, 
and  gave  him  a  pike  of  Kiiaia,  and  mounted  him 
on  an  Arab  horse,  and  callod  Inm  the  Champion  of 
the  tribes  of  Abs  and  Adnan  And  Antar  rctinncd 
wiih  lu^s  luthej  ami  ln»  mielcs  towards  the  tents,  and 
Ins  glory  and  honoin  were  exalted  among  all  the 
horBcmen,  the  warriors  of  the  tribe  of  Carad 
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rejoiced,  i)iit  his  enemies  and  tlie  envious  were 
grieved,  particularly  the  liunily  of  Zeead 

Annarali  ivent  home,  ami  Jus  regret  and  affliction 
increased  ,  he  laul  lumscU  down  at  full  length,  and 
a  fever  nnd  Ircmblmg  attacked  him,  and  Ins  knees 
and  legs  pained  him,  and  he  was  fearfully  iiuUs 
j)osed,  lie  sent  for  lus  brother  llcbia,  and  Ave))t 
before  him,  O  brolhoi,  said  ho,  if  Ibla  escape 
me,  I  shall  die  of  grief,  anti  no  one  will  know  of 
iny  dealli  Ainaiah,  said  Rebia,  verily  you  have 
done  a  deed  you  ought  not  to  have  done,  We 
must  now  consider  this  slave  as  our  equal  Prom 
tile  first,  I  novel  wished  you  to  interfere  wilh 
Ibla,  oi  connect  yoiii^self  wuh  the  tribe  of  Carad  , 
and  now  that  this  vile  slave  has  liberated  hci  (mm 
.slavery  nc  can  do  nolliing  with  her,  and  cannot 
succeed,  unless  hei  lallioi  indeed  he  inclined 
towards  yim  1  o  morrow  I  will  go  .ind  see  about 
Your  Imsiness,  and  if  I  find  that  he  still  wishes  loi 
you,  it  may  be  aceomplislicd  otliorwise  make  your 
Jicart  easy,  Aniarali  ,  lor  d  he  mchiies  towards 
Antar  on  account  of  liis  coinage,  we  will  consult 
how  to  destroy  jnm,  and  aiinilnlate  Ins  life  cr«  he 
actual ly  obuiin  h.ei 

Thus  were  his  alarms  and  jealousies  in  part  ri*- 
heved.  lie  waited  pationlly  till  the  next  day,  when  he 
dressed  lunisell  in  fine  clothes,  and  pcrfunicLl  him¬ 
self,  and  sent  fbi  Malik  and  Ins  son  Amroo,  who 
attended  him  and  complimented  }nm ,  and  instantly 


Anifli’ah  aroso  and  rccTivccJ  (licirt  with  aH  dnt 
coll^tesc^.  Ami  Malik  said  to  A  mar  iih,  what  do 
yoLi  wish  oi  iis'^  Musi  nohk  and  cxcdKmt  sJi,  I 
only  invited  yon  to  da> ,  lie  t'0[)lu’d,  that  T  injn-ht 
see  whethei  yoni  lunnM  wan  pleased  in  inavvyin" 
lluil  ^’luu’tled  jii'iirl  and  roiuealed  jewel  to  tliai 
iilaek  slave,  that  Icedei  ol  tamels  and  nheep,  nhom 
the  horsemen  have  piefciietl  to  then  rank  and 
(vaidilmn  'Dius  udl  voui  dau^djler  be  disgraced 
.inioimsi  the  noble  Anilis  If  indeoil  you  do  such 
a  dted,  iL  will  be  impossdile  lor  i.s  to  remain  in 
linn  land  We  only  promised  so  to  Anlau  and 
onl\  aiinntled  him  to  oiii  relationship  and  rank, 
vaid  Malik,  ivhcn  he  assisted  us  m  the  battle  and 
eoiiflicl ,  hill  we  ni'vei  ihonghl  he  could  escape  sale 
out  ol  those  ])orils,  and  rout  siith  armien 

Well,  said  Ainarali,  tu  morrow  when  we  rejiaii 
to  King  Zuiicii,  and  when  we  are  m  tiiU  .issembl), 
I  null  detniind  youi  ilaiiohtei  ,  tio  you  assent  aiul 
settle  the  iUnonnl  ol  tiie  dowei,  and  when  once  the 
dower  isdeeuletl  on,  neilher  King  Zolieir  or  anyone 
else  (‘an  say  any  thing  to  the  eoniniry  and  I  promise 
vou  that  the  dowel  shall  be  a  thoiisund  ho  and  she 
ramols,  and  a  thoiisaml  head  ot  sheep,  and  twenty 
Ooslnu'ceyi  cmuclb,  and  twenty  liovses  ol  (he  noblcM 
breed,  and  a  hundred  silk  robes,  and  (iliv  '^alin 
garmenth'  jjjwiigled  rich  in  gold,  and  twenty  strings 
ol  the  finest  jewels,  and  ,1  luindred  skins  of  w'iiic  foi 


ihe  marnage  feast,  ajul  a  liiiiulred  male,  uiul  as 
iemale  .slaves. 

Malik  overjoyeil,  agi'cctl  tu  tins  proposal , 
Amarah  too,  flaUeretl  Imiisclf  im  should  succeed 
m  his  expectations,  and  soon  aftcj  jVIalik  and  liis 
son  went  home  and  turned  tiiere  till  the  moi-ning. 
The  next  day  Zoheir  uus  sitting  lit  hi.s  tent, 
suiToiindcd  by  the  nobles  nl  the  tube  of  Ab.s,  when 
Aniuraii  and  the  luniily  ol  Zeead  presented  them- 
iiclvos  bclore  bon  ,  they  bad  greatly  enlargL’d  ibejj 
turbans,  .ind  sealed  themselves  accord  mg  to  then 
rank  on  the  left  of  the  King,  and  Atuai  and  tlic 
Carad  tube  were  on  the  nglil,  and  the  horsemen 
took  tbeir  places  0  Cliiel,  said  Amarah,  luniing 
tou'ar<I.'?  IMalik,  <k/  yon  think  my  rank  mean,  or  my 
connexion  low  ^  Arc  \ou  not,  said  Malik,  one  ot 
our  illiistnous  horsemen  ''  We  are  now  m  the  pie- 
senee  of  King  ZoIilmi,  eonUiiucd  Amarah,  and  I 
come  to  you  as  a  .suitor  to  your  daiighlci,  and  1  am 
solicitous  tor  your  favom  ,  tlicreforc  decide  on  the 
marrnu’e  dower  and  donation,  and  demand  even  whal 
the  jiniiees  of  the  universe  would  Jail  in  giving 

All  tins  passed,  and  Amur  sat  still  and  lieard  ii 
and  oliscrved  ,  and  he  was  convinced  Ins  uncle 
Malik  lavouved  tlie  Zeead  fimniy,  and  he  feared  lliiit 
if  bis  uncle  should  decide  on  fixing  die  maniage 
donation  with  Amarah,  and  sliould  confirm  it,  Ibla 
would  [)ass  out  of  his  hund5,  and  lie  would  have  no 


II  urn*  lo  say — m  vain  Iu‘  ininKl  ropruticli  anti  revile. 
Tluih  niusetl  by  tlie  urgency  oi  the  nionientj  he 
aUnted  ii|>,  and  Uiining  luwards  Ainarah,  exclaim¬ 
ed,  ^Mbon  lu  goat  oi  a  man  —  thou  refuse^ — tlimi 
viUani'  Dost  I  lion  at  Mich  a  InuL  as  this  deiiiand  Ihia 

III  man  uiiie '' —ihoii  coward,  thd  not  1  demand 
her  when  ‘^he  was  in  the  muisL  of  twelve  tlioiisand 
wairioi’"*.  wa\inii  then  buiie-tleaMiig  swords,  and 
tliou  .nid  lh\  brutluT  were  ilynig  among  tliu  rottkh 
and  the  wilds  I  llu  ii  diseeiuled — T  exjiosed  my  hie 
ni  liei  ilangeisj  ami  hberaletl  iier  from  the  man  that 
iiad  ea[)inn'il  hei  ,  but,  novv  lliat  slie  is  m  the  lent 
ob  hoi  ladiei  and  niolhei,  tfiou  wouldsl  dcnnuitl 
her'  15y  tin*  lailli  ol’ an  illusiiuais  Arabs  thou 
(he laid,  if  thou  do>(  not  gi\e  up  thy  jiretentjons  to 
Ihia,  I  wall  bring  down  jHadilioii  iijiun  thee,  tiud  1 
will  tinse  ihvielaLions  and  thy  ])arents, and  I  will 
malic  the  hour  ol  thy  w  (  tiding,  an  Iionv of  evil  tiding 
to  thvseh  and  thy  posterity 

O  Amai,  snid  Amroo,.  Ihlu  is  our  daiighlcij,  ,ind 
a  Is  foi  ns  to  eoiiimaml  ,  no  prince  ov  chief  is 
empowered  to  oblige  us  to  many  lier  to  any  oni‘  f)nf 
whom  we  clmosc  aiul  approve. 

At  these  words  llie  light  became  dark  m  Ins  eyes 
— ins  hand  iiiirned  to  bis  irrosisliiile  Diiaini^ 
Jie  .s])iang  from  the  ground  on  the  back  ol  Ins 
Abjei,  resolved  to  put  AFalik  aiullus  son  Ainroo  lo 
deiilb,  and  Rcbia  and  Aniamh  too,  and  the  wdiole 
Giiiiily  oi*  Zcoail ;  and  to  carry  off  Ibln,  and  live 
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viih  her  in  the  niounttar.is  ^  but  he  thought  of  King 
Zolicir’s*  kiiulness,  mul  how  lie  bail  irauslerrec? 
him  from  servitude  to  honour  anti  iVoctloni ,  so  he 
unmednileiv  djaniietl  ins  jjnnd,  and  tliiis  addressed 
the  Aljsiaiih 

“  Wlicii  the  rainily  ofCarutl  are  ungrateful,  and 
the  fimiilv  of  Zeead  are  violent  ui  then  <tcts,  then 
there  is  no  hlanie  or  reproach  'o  nu.\  if  I  protect 
“mine  own  lioiimn  and  I'ights  by  arms  oi  l)>  stra' 
“  taiicm  Is  not  fiu?  kindled  ln>in  a  /anad  wlieii  the 
“stone  IS  rtihiied  against  the  i^anad  ^  lhi(<iynienf 
“  IS  cvci  (Icsiied  uIki  iihscnce,  and  .ij>pi ox n nation 
“  IS  wisheti  loi  after  soparation  1  have  been  mer* 
“  cifid  to  those  who  are  not  aware  ol'  the  value  ol 
“  rny  niero>,  and  iny  )nends!n[;  ha,-,  not  been  pro- 
“  jicrly  appreciated  Ihil  af  lei  this  joibenrance  1 
“  shall  act  in  anoihei  ni:nniei,lill  die  (owns  ,in<l 
“  dcseits  sliad  flow  with  nu  blood,  and  ni\  suorit 
“  shall  complain  i>\  laligiie  m  my  hand,  and  ni) 
“  ]oinls  shall  nuinnur  at  the  biiithen  oi  in>  beh 
“Ye  observed  me  well  the  day  oi  're\,  and  niy 
deetls  with  niy  Imhaii  sjieai  ,  .nul  had  in\  laiiee 
“  a  tongue,  it  would  tell  ye  (>1‘  llie  splniing  ol  ribs 
“  in  the  battle  Ilow'  many  eliallengei^  called  to 
“  me  on  the  day  oreunlhet,  and  haded  me,  and  I 
“  aiisweicd  each  antagonist.  O  famd\  of  /eeud- 
ye  liiivc  opjiosed  a  noble  bon  tluil  ne\er  lhiichi‘s 
“  from  the  fight — artless  In  speech  anil  deed. •> — witli 
“  a  aword  that  cleaves  heads  and  anus  ilc  on  thy 


guard  then,  O  Aiuroo,  on  tliy  guard  agains?t  linn. 
Lci  not  lliinc  eyelids  be  weiglied  down  with  sleep 
]kit  bail  I  iiol  *1  chief  who  coiiinmnds  me,  liberal 
m  speech,  and  exalted  in  pow'Ci,  I  would  do 
“  inysill  jiislice  aitli  nu  swoid,  and  soon  would  1 
“  shew  the  diflereiue  between  vii  lue  anil  outrage 
When  \nlni  [lad  Innshed,  llie  eh^el^  admiietl 
ins;  el(j(piiMu-e  Knig  /iolieti  went  up  to  hnn,  ami 
miuk'  hnii  tlisinovnu  Ciod  nevei  remmucc 

tin  ftioifilf  '  sard  fu  mac  no  one  ecei  liar/n  thee, 
O  ihou  piuioelm  ol  the  tubes  '  And  then  turning 
inwards  Malik,  Ihla'^  (at he i ,  he  said — How  is  iL  that 
von  will  iiol  niai'Tv  your  daughter  to  a  hero You 
eiigimed  lu-r  to  him  when  ho  hberati'd  her  Iroin  liei 
pi'-iluns  siiuatiim  '  M\  lonl,  nn  dinghtci  i'>  in 
111^  tern,  said  Aliilik,  yon  inm  lonnnand  hei,  and 
niairy  her  to  whom  \(>u  ])lease  ,  1  will  not  oppose 
vonr  ihiection.s,  and  I  wail  nul  swerve  ironi  youi 
ordei.s.  'Uhen  sjud  Kniii  Zoheii.  Ibla  eiisi  belong 
to  no  one  hut  oui  (lefeiidei,  the  brave  AiUai.  So 
tliev  '‘Ul  down  and  ate,  .uitl  lluu.  ihev  remained  idl 
ilark,  when  they  went  hoinej  each  to  Ins  lent 
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CHAPTER  V 

Now  then,  said  Amarali  lo  Rebia,  wIumi  liiov  liatl 
rolU‘0(b  ntnv  llint  \nii\r  hi\i>  v{iu(|\iis]u'd  nu',  jmd 
fjiki'ji  liilii  hv  fiU'cv,  I  I’Mu  no  loii<ri*i'  roiiuun  in  tlu:» 
connli)  ,  I  niujil  ^o  and  rcjnin  about  \\\c  wikb. 
and  tk’M‘^^  (Jlnjoi  up,  .\inarab,  sud  Itcbm,  k‘l  u*. 
slill  LoniJ'ivo  tlj('  niriuis  lo  oviTlhi'ow  am)  lo 
insiki  bun  (liiiik  ot‘  the  cup  ol  desiruciion  and 
dealli  Keijia  k‘fl  Aiiiiimli  and  ^\onl  iunne,  and 
sent  k)i  Malik  and  Aiuroo,  and  wlitn  llie\  n- 
rivetl  he  '^aul  unto  Alaiik,  pretend  tube  j;Oijd  iViemb 
u'llli  Antai  .  a(/|iei'u  very  kjud  to  Jum,  aii<l  do  nol 
pievcut  liib  rntenn^  youi  tenth  Sooth  him  with 
ircntle  woi  tl''.  and  wlien  lie  conies  to  you,  ask  him 
about  the  doM  ei  foi  Ihki ,  llien  he  >viU  say— whal 
do  YOU  wish  ?  tell  Inin  con  onlv  dnnand  a  tlum- 

«r 

sand  Ai^a/eei  camels,  that  your  tlaii^fiUT  may  priile 
Iier>cirii\  them  aiiuve  the  lui^h  and  h>\\ 

Know  then,  I^lalik,  that  these  camels  are  m  the 
posscsMon  ol' Monza r  son  of  Alasseimi,  die  of 

die  Aiabh,  and  the  lieulenam  of  Nuslurvau  ,  anil  I 
know  /Viiiai  in  the  ^uatiiess  olTns  courage. 

wiU  rro  in  search  ol  iheui  among  the  tribe  of  Sluban, 
mid  lie  will  expose  his  file  to  danger  and  death,  amt 


you  will  never  see  him  n^^nm  jMalik  captor!  v  lislenod 
lo  his  advice,  and  it  lKi|>pciii'd  on  lliai.  day  that  An- 
tar  wfis  out  limilmg  ,  and  uiieii  lu*  retiinieil  in  llic 
evening,  ]u^  uiuU*  iia/e  luiu  I lio  kindest  reception, 
«iiid  onli'Jtd  a  s!n\i‘  to  tak(*  a\va\  what  he  had 
brouiiht  in.  In*  introduced  hini  mm  liis  fiouse,  and 
^'ave  Inni  me  it  In  ivii.  and  wim^  to  liiuik,  ami  he 
'^peiil  part  nl  the  nmlit  in  his  c‘nnipan\  Amai  was 
much  jih'nsL'd  ai  this  iviejiiinii  ind  kind  ireatinent, 
.ind  ihonnlit  that  his  wishes  with  respiet  to  Ibla 
woiihl  he  ae( omplislied,  loi  In  km  vs  not  the  [ilol 
cimecivfd  .in;  mist  linn  mjIIu  v  eonliiuied  losliew 
tluM  iivihues  loAiitaKiind  In  was  in  I’apiuros 
ni  ihe  enjovinent  {i{  IlslaV  eonversalion  loi  ten 
whoir  tla\N 

On  till  inu'ht  ol  ihe  eleventh.  iMahk  was  more 
lhan  usualU  kind  to  him,  and  when  tin  nohlc  wai- 
nois  find  all  si*par:iti‘ci  ioi  the  ni^hl,  and  shedad 
had  gone  home,  and  also  /  tkhnu  Inlgiwad  and  the 
rest  ol  tile  tribe  oi  (  irul  and  no  one  u-niamed 
hut  A iitai.  Ills  oneic  '\h'dfkj  Ainniti.  and  Sherecvih, 
iMahlds  w  lie,  .iiid  Thla,  t)u  n  danghti'i,  Malik  pheti 
AiUar  vs'ilh  wuk  till  In  niadi  hnn  drunk,  when  he- 
addressid  him  ami  sjnd  ,  '1  i>|l  tne,  1  ])rav  vou,  what 
you  \sish  m  he  done  loi  iny  dauglUei  Uila,  you 
have  proinluied  iill  ''iiitor.s  ,  and  <lo  vou  nueiid  to 
take  hei  h\  loiee  wiihoiil  any  marriage  giU  oi 
dowel,  and  will  vou  hring  disgrace  iijum  u*'  in 
every  purl  of  the  workP  That  can  never  be,  said 
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Antni,  vvcro  I  cvon  to  dniiK  of  tliccii]>orilcnth  and 
condommition  God  Inrlwil  that  t))io  guarded  jjuarl 
nml  this  concealed  jcwtI  slnnihl  he  thus  .‘^old  lo  llu* 
highest  hidde)  f  am  oiiK  wiiiluig  oider'- — teif  me 
whiit  you  demand,  ii'k  whatever  you  ehoox^,  liuii 
1  may  gran!  ))t'r  what  wil)  give  lier  ‘-vison  to  pridi’ 
liiTScli  alx)ve  the  dnolb  of  ihe  earth  N’ejdiew. 
Niid  Malik,  1  will  not  make  \on  eiigagt*  lor  wliai  is 
heyouil  yoin  jMJvver,  aiui  I  will  n(it  demand  ol*  von 
hnt  what  .in  Arab  would  di*maiul »  siieli  .is  he  and 
she  canudb  i  ask  of  ytm  then  a  thmisaiid  Asaleei 
eninels,  tlial  in\  danghlei  may  hoasl  of  (hem  ,  loi 
m  oitr  tiibc  there  are  none,  laa  are  iheie  any  hJo* 
them  ni  Cahlaii  Tlieii  ^\ill  you  and  1  obtain  all 
oiir  wishes  and  out  desnes,  ami  we  shall  destroy  oni 
(Miemies  ami  those  tlial  envy  ns, — tliiM  \s  .ill  I  ask 
ol  yon,  .and  then  wdl  1  make  y<»nr  miUTiage  least 
uni  ol  niy  own  piopeiiy,  and  wil!  give  you  whaU 
ever  may  be  reijunvil  ol  my  own  he  and  sheeamels. 
uJioiir  j/ossessions  slml]  bonnHed,  and  ae  aall  ifeem 
per|)elual  lelieily  IMallk  continued  talking  witii 
Antar  in  tins  manner  till  he  gave  way  and  mnseuled  , 
and  he  knew  not  that  the  eaniels  were  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Monzm,  die  King  of  tlie  Pnnees  of  tin* 
Ar.abs,  and  tlie  lieutenmu  o)‘  (dmsroe  Nusinrvan, 
yvhosc  annu's  were  ’inuiinerahle. 

Uneie,  <aui  he,  I  yviil  give  yon  these  camefs 
loaded  yvilhihe  treasures  of  their  masters,  hnlgive 
me  youi  Itand,  and  belrotli  me  to  yunr  daughter. 


\nil  tluisshcw  nil)  IUl*  punly  your  iiilcntiijus  So 
Mnfiiv  ^‘fivc  Jinn  Ins  haiiil,  and  a  ftrc  blazcil  m  fn.^ 
liL’Hvt  Aniar's  ov  '"  as  excessive^  ins  b&sonilieavi’i!, 

if  * 

atni  lie  was  all  (Icljglu — ItL  started  on  Ills  feel — Jit 
look  olV  Ills  dollies,  and  init  tiiem  on  his  unde  ,  and 
I  Ilia  sau  AnliU-V  arms,  and  sinileil  What  art  tlioii 
suiijinii'  at,  lairdauisel ^  said  Anlai  At  tlioso  wounds, 
slie  replied,  lor  v.i*re  ihev  on  the  body  of  any  ollus 
person,  he  v/uuld  have  died,  and  linink  the  eup  ol 
liealh  and  aiiniliilalioii  iuil  thou  art  iiiiluirl  hv 
tliem  Fiei  awds  dcsrciuled  to  lihs  licvirt  coolei 
than  the  purest  watei,  *nid  he  thus  addressed  hei 
‘‘  T'he  pretty  fhla  lau^iicd  wlicii  she  saw  that  I 
was  blufk,  and  that  luy  ribs  were  seratehed  witli 
'  the  spears  Do  iioL  laiigh  nor  lie  asiimislied  when 
the  horseineu  .ukI  annies  siuTound  me.  The 
“  s])ear  barb  like  death  in  my  handj  and  <m  it  are 
'*  various  (Igiires  traced  in  blooil  I  am  indeed 
“  surprised  bow  any  one  eau  seeiny  form  in  l!jc  day 
ol  contests,  and  survive.” 

lie  iheii  departed  to  hib  inothor's  lent,  for  he 
wa.s  resHe.ss,  and  I  he  words  of  Ibla  were  as 
a  bla/aim  lire  in  Ins  heait  lie  wakened  liis  bio- 

O 

thee  ^jhiboob,  and  told  him  io  ^e?  icady  his  horse 
Ab|ei  —-lie  did  as  he  ‘vns  bitl ,  Antai  clothed  him- 
sell  111  annoui,  and  stood  like  a  towei  Where  art 
thou  going  said  SUiboob,  that  I  may  shew  thee 
the  nearest  loads  Well,  said  Antai^  tell  me  the 
Clearest  road  to  the  land  of  Irak,  for  there  are  many 
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Arabs  iii  tliat  country,  and  llicir  property  and 
cmnclH  very  abundant,  with  them  isj  my  o])]ect,  and 
what  my  imeie  has  dcmamletl 

Shihoob  Irenibletl  and  was  coiifouiulod  at  lliis 
mtelbgemie,  he  knew  the  amnlrv,  \Vh^  not 
stop  till  moMung,  said  he.  that  tluni  mavsl  acquaint 
King  Zoheir  and  Prince  Malik  ^  ii)i  they  mil v  pel- 
hapy  he  able  to  assist  thee  in  tin?'  iilliiiJ  Meturn 
iny  brothel,  and  expose  not  tli\  life  to  dldiculties 
and  dinmei'N  A^^aY  ‘  away’  cnetl  Ant  ir ,  not  a 
word,  none  hut  the  (heatia  ot  mankind  can  awl 
me,  I  must  ilesiiov  iny  utcnised  ciieinie  iMiiw' 
bo  the  (lark  and  night I>  course,  aliei  the  man- 
pioi  of  nnghtv  heroes;  foi  if  1  travel  by  day  they 
wiU  lay  plots  against  inu  Shiboob  was  con\nic'cil 
he  was  right,  and  eoiuhitiL'd  Inin  to  the  (iiiid  of 
Irak  And  they  coiilniiied  then  vray  ovci  the 
wilds  and  die  deserts  tdl  the  thud  lioni,  when 
on  a  sudden  lliero  arose  n  great  dust,  lUkI  there 
a[)j)earcd  a  troop  of  liorseiueii  like  eagles  As  soon 
as  tlicv  'saw  AiUai,  the.y  closed  then  vi/.ois  and 
waved  (heir  lances,  and  slackened  their  bridles  and 
fixed  their  sjiears  and  when  they  came  near  to  hnu 
tlicv  oj’ied  Old,  down,  down,  from  that  steed,  tlioii 
dastard,  ship  oil'  those  aceoulrcmeiUd  ol  wAi  and 
annaiii,orwo  annihilate  thee'  wliilhei  .irt  thou 
going  oYCt  the  plant  ^  lice  wc  have  remained  in 
ex])ectatioii  of  tliee.  As  soon  as  Aiiiar  heard  lhcs(‘ 
words,  lie  sliook  Ins  speat  m  his  hand,  rushed  on, 


niid  roavod  lilco  a  lion,  and  darted  Inwards  lliem 
\vi\l\  a  Uvavl  ^cavlcsa  ol*  death  and  d:\ngev, — thus 

“  I’orlune  insults  me  us  it‘  I  were  day  and  night 
“  her  foe,  ihc  enemy  seek  me  in  every  peril,  and 
imagnne  I  ani  unahlo  to  tight ,  hut  were  they  to 
“  present  l«>  me  tlm  hwm  ol  dealli  itseli  it's  an  anta- 
gonist,  I  would  nnhrne  its  hands  m  the  blood 
“  of  Its  own  woiukIs 

He  attacked  them,  and  ins  assault  was  like  the 
assaiill  ol'  the  most  liirious  lion  he  rushed  upon 
llieir  ehich  wlien  1{>  ’  he  lot  Tall  his  vizor  IVoin  his 
lace  and  cned  out,  check  tlnne  arm,  O  Kmght  of 
the  .ige  '  sullicienl  is  the  mischierand  daiifrci,  ibj 
[  am  thy  Ineiul  flarith,  son  oi'Kmg-  Zoheii  Anlai 
threw  down  hissprai,  dismounted,  and  ran  to  warily 
him.  and  kissed  Ins  hand 

Now  Hnrith  was  «iii  iindaunied  warriui,  m  llie 
prune  ot  vouth,  and  clotpiout  lu  speech  ,  he  loved 
AiUiu,  and  was  much  mtei'csled  ahoul  him,  like 
Ills  iiiotiiei  Malik,  and  the  cause  ol  ins  mcctino 

o 

Antar  m  the  deserts  was,  tliat  lu;  had  lieen  invited 
to  a  least  hv  the  tribe  of  Glnltan,  and  was  rcturinmi, 

•'  IS 

He  met  Antai,  and  the  above  paiised  And  when 
he  saw  that  death  was  hurrying  from  tlie  ends  of 
Ills  fingers,  ami  that  destruction  tvas  stamped  upon 
his  spciii,  he  lei  down  Ins  vizor,  and  AiUru  recog¬ 
nized  linn,  and  dtsmoumedimd  sidiited  linn 
Wily,  my  lord,  smd  he,  \vhy  imst  ihon  acted  titus  ? 


Tl)ou  ]jast  cnclniigorcd  [liino  own  life,  and  tliose 
tJ3at>vei‘c  wjtJ)  tlicL*.  Haritlj  snnJed,  a)jd  was  surprised 
at  Ins  liumjJjly,  ailei  sucli  proof  of  5iis  supcnority 
ovei  ])jnK  God  prosper  Lliec,  0  Abf)olfawai‘is,  said 
be.  jewel  of  ibe  multitude  ^  whilhor  art  tlioii  bound, 
and  what  groat  expedition  hast  thou  iinderlakcn^ 
He  who  wislies,  replied  Antai,  that  his  nuptial 
ceremony  should  be  jicrfonncJ,  must  expose  hib 
life  to  danger*  Thou  kiiowcst  what  dang-evb  and 
what  disgraces  I  have  submitted  to  on  account  oi’ 
my  cousin  Ibln,  m  order  that  her  father  might  give 
lici  to  me  He  has  dcmaiuled  of  iru'  a  marriage 
dowel,  and  a  sclLlcmcnt.  aiiil  1  must  bring  what  he 
requires  from  Irak 

Terrified  at  Antar\  words  cried  Hanth,  what 
IS  it  thoii  saysU  Ahoolfawaris  ^  I'" or  God’s  sake  re- 
l^uru  with  me,  trouble  not  llivsclf  about  such  malter&, 
and  do  not  banish  thyself  Iroin  amotigsl  us ,  oiu 
property  is  not  so  small ,  and  verily  I  am  ustonisbcd 
liow  my  fatlier  <ind  brulhei  could  let  thee  depart 
alone  1  told  no  one  of*  my  iloparLurCj  said  AnUu  , 
My  lord  my  uncle  demaiitls  of’  inc  camels  tliat  we 
have  not,  *md  are  not  in  our  tribe,  and  I  have  en¬ 
gaged  to  procure  them,  and  I  have  said  yes  <iiul 
he  thus  continued 

Say  not  no,  alter  thou  bast  said  yes,  foi  thou 
wilt  be  clothed  in  shame,  and  repent.  Truly,  no, 
after  yes,  is  foul ,  mid  base  is  the  word,  no  aftci 
yes.  When  tlioii  wouldst  have  a  inend,  associate 
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mill  a  iiobie  person,  one  ivlio  is  chaste,  moJest, 
‘‘  and  liberal ,  and  wben  lie  says  no  to  a  thing,  do 
thou  also  say  no,  and  when  lliou  saycsl  yes,  lei 
him  also  say  yes.’' 

Harith  was  surprised  iit  his  eloquence  and  virtuous 
mmd,  and  hia  admiral  ion  of  hi  in  increased,  irsucli  is 
iiy  business,  said  he,  1  will  accompany  thee  and 
assist  thee  in  all  thy  dlftieulties.  I  cannot  possibly 
consent  to  that,  replied  Antar  ,  return  with  thy  wai- 
riors  to  thiiic  own  country.  So  Antai  bade  him 
larewcll  and  departed  over  the  w'llds  and  deserts,  and 
Ilaritli  and  his  people  returned,  praising  Autar's 
intrejjidiiy  and  eloquence  Anlai  and  Shibuob 
proceeded  on  then  journey,  Shiboob  ever  shewing 
the  wa),  till  evening  coming  on,  they  sought  a  pool 
of  wulei  wheie  llicy  might  repose  Irom  then  lii- 
iigucs,  and  at  length  they  reached  a  tent  pitched 
near  asjirmg;  and  behold  there  was  an  old  Shtekit, 
With  lus  back  bent.  They  made  towards  him. 

All  old  man  was  walking  along  the  ground, 
and  Ins  face  almost  touched  his  knees.  So  I  said 
to  hnn,  why  art  thou  thus  stooping  ?  He  said,  as 
ho  waved  his  hands  towards  me,  my  youth  is  lost 
somewhere  on  the  ground,  and  I  am  stooping  m 
Rcnrcli  of  It  ’* 

He  welcomed  them,  and  brought  them  a  cup  ol* 
milk,  cooled  in  the  wind  ,  Antai-  look  ihemilk  and 
drank,  and  gave  some  to  Ins  lirothei ,  and  came  to 
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llic  door  of  die  tcnf  TIjc  old  Siuokli  laid  pillow's 
foi  tliciTi,  and  presented  vmnds,  receiving  llicm  m 
the  most  hospitable  manner  And  ^vllen  they  liad 
finished  eating,  the  Slnekh  made  hold  lo  ask  Antar 
lus  advcutiii'cs,  and  why  lie  was  travelling.  So  he 
related  to  him  all  that  had  passed  wilh  ins  unde 
Aralik,  and  what  he  hud  doinnndetl  as  a  marriage 
dowel. 

God  disgmccand  overt lircnv  and  destroy  thy 
uncle,  and  not  save  him  '  exclaimed  the  old  man , 
for  his  only  object  in  making  this  demaiul  of  tlice. 
js  lo  annihilate  and  rinn  ihoe  How  js  lhat,  said 
Antar,  liow  so Know,  Abooliawans,  lephcd  he, 
that  those  Asafeci  camels  aic  only  to  he  (omul 
amonn;  a  tribe  called  the  tribe  of  Sluban,  and  then 
chief  IS  Kins:  Monzai,  •^on  of  "Masse ma,  the  lieiitc- 
naiit  of  King  Chosroe,  wliosc  armies  are  miuirnci- 
iihlc,  whose  power  is  in  osisliblc,  and  he  rules  all  the 
Arabs  t>f  the  wilils  and  the  deserts,  ami  it  ibou 
wert  to  carry  olf  lliesc  camels,  wlio  is  able  to  pro¬ 
tect  thee  from  King  iMonzai,  or  shelter  tliec'"  My 
advice  is,  lluit  thou  shouldest  letin  n  home,  and  not 
expose  thy  file  to  dangers  and  dealh 

Anlai  remained  that  night  ui  the  tent,  and  the 
next  (lav  mounted  his  Ahjci,  bade  tlio  Slnekh  fare¬ 
well,  and  thanked  him,  Slnboob  attended  him  hy 
his  side,  and  they  sal  out  in  quest  ol  the  land  of 
Hirah,  and  wJien  they  Jiad  advancetl  some  distance. 


Aniai  Ihovieiit  of'  Ibla,  and  lui>  absciitx^  from 
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hiii,  and  what  he  had  suffered  foi  hei,  tuul  tiuisi 
spoke 

In  the  landol*  Slmrebali  are  defiles  and  valleys; 

1  have  (|UilUHi  them,  and  Us  nihabiLiintb  live  in 
“  mv  hciU'l  fixed  .ire  ihev  therein,  and  m  iny 
“  eyes,  and  even  wlieii  they  are  absent  Iroiii  me, 
“  they  dwell  ni  tiie  black  o|  mine  eye  ,  iiul  when  the 
‘‘  lightning  flashes  from  then  laiul,  I  slietl  tears  of 
blood,  and  pass  llie  night  ienguetl  willi  sleejiicsb- 
ncss,  'riic  breczi*  ol  the  Iragrant  plants  makes 
me  remembei  the  luscious  bahnv  airs  ol  the 
“  ZatooUrsail.  0  Iblii,  let  thy  visionary  jiliaiuoni 
“  apjiear  to  me,  and  ini'use  soft  slunibois  over  my 
‘  dislraeteil  heail  •  0  Ibla,  were  it  not  lur  iny  love 
oi  ihce,  1  woiiltl  not  be  with  so  lew  Inemls  and  so 
nmnv  enemies  '  1  am  depailiiig,  and  the  IkicL  of 
my  liorse  shall  be  my  resting  place ,  ant!  my 
"  Old  and  iiiuli  my  pillow,  lilL  I  Liain])lc  down 
‘‘  Uio  lands  of  Irak,  iml  ilesiroy  then  deserts  and 
then  cities  When  the  market  fbi  the  sale  of 
“  lives  IS  establisiied,  and  they  cry  out,  and  the 
‘‘  cners  proclaim  the  goods,  .uul  I  behold  the  it  oops 
siirrmg  up  the  war-dust  vuth  llie  thrusts  of  spears 
“  and  sharp  snimtars—then  will  f  disperse  then 
horsemen,  and  the  foe  sluill  be  cut  down  deprived 
of  then  Imiids  The  eyoft  of  the  envious  shall 
“  watrli ,  Imt  the  eyes  of  the  pore  and  the  iaithfiil 
shall' sleep,  and  i  will  return  with  numerous 
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Asafecr  camels  that  my  love  sliall  prucurcj  «3ui 

Siuhoob  be  my  gUKie 

Ab  *^0011  as  he  had  finislicd,  1)js  tears,  flowed 
abiindanlly  They  travollcd  on  till  they  reached 
the  land  of  Hirah,  where  they  saw  populous  tu>t!ii,, 
plains  abotinding  ni  flawing  streams,  dale  tices  »ind 
warbling  birds,  and  s^veetly  snielhng  Howers ,  and 
the  country  appeared  like  a  blessing  to  enliven  the 
sorrowing  heart ,  and  tlic  camels  were  gin'/nig,  and 
straying  about  llic  laiul  and  they  wei'e  ol  various 
colours,  like  the  flowers  ol  .i  gaiden  ,  aiul  there 
wore  she  camels,  and  young  camels,  uikI  slaveys  and 
attendanls  And  as  s<»on  as  he  saw  tiiern  he  was  all 
anxiety,  quite  out  ol’  Im^uth  with  eageniess.  And 
he  felt  that  his  uncle  had  sent  him  on  ihis  com¬ 
mission  to  insure  Ins  deall)  and  destruction,  unless 
his  intrejndity  should  guide  liini  through. 

15be  Reeab,  said  he  to  Slubooh,  I  well  know  that 
tins  IS  a  laud  greal  in  powei,  and  in  no  region  is 
ihei'c  one  to  be  compaivd  to  it  Wc  have  iiotliing 
for  it  but  pi'uuviice  and  dtu'ing  iortitiidc  m  danger, 
and  a  timely  sulmn.^bion  lo  powei ,  that  we  may  ob¬ 
tain  what  we  arc  m  search  of,  and  return  rejoicing 
and  sncecssliiL  Ilaslen  then,  son  ol  my  mollier,  and 
look  aflei  these  Astd'eei  camels,  and  mark  them, 
whilst  1  let  my  horse  A)>jer  rest  himself  Shiboob 
consented  to  what  ho  directed,  and  leaving  his 
bow  and  quivei,  disguised  Imnseiriu  the  clothes  of 
a  slave  and  loigned  luinseif  sick.  Tluib.  he  went 
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towards  the  pasUires,  where  he  saw  the  camels  like 
young  billies,  and  when  tlic  slaves  marked  SInboob, 
they  sprang  towards  him,  welcomed  hnn,  iiiid  made 
him  sit  down,  .ind  took  out  some  of  their  provisions, 
and  made  him  eat,  asking  him  whence  be  came,  «md 
wliat  luul  happened  to  him 

I  am  a  slave  oC  die  mho  of  Zcbccd,  said  he,  and 
Sbediul  IS  my  inastci ’s  name  ,  tind  he  is  a  stubborn 
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cruel  man,  ami  bad  no  coinpasMOii  fbi  ins  slaves, 
male  or  female  So  I  have  run  away  and  have  left 
».mi,  and  my  m'isIi  is  to  meet  some  one  who  will 
protect  me  from  him  Reniam  with  ns  as  Jong  as 
tliou  pleasest  (ben,  my  cousin,  said  the  slaves 
pitymg  him,  and  be  welcome  *  and  thy  lime  sliall 
pass  pleasantly  enough 

Very  tliaiikiiil  was  he,  and  remained  with  tlicm 
the  r(>st  of  the  da>,  and  lie  told  (hem  all  manner  d 
Jks  iiiid  dcceithd  tales  till  he  hail  marked  out  the 
xV'iifeer  camels,  and  lie  saw  tlicv  were  (be  niirneles 
nl’ the  age,  ,md  when  evening  came  on,  die  slaves 
and  altemhnUs  drove  away  tlie  cmnels,  and  sought 
their  hiibitadons  iiiul  iiomes,  and  SInboob  went  with 
them,  Ibil  wlien  they  came  nigh  to  the  tents,  il 
being  now  dark,  lie  separated  Irom  them  and  gave 
Ins  feel  lo  die  wind,  seeking  the  plain  till  he 
was  m  die  jiresence  of  Antai,  who  sprang  up  to 
meet  Imn,  exelaimmg — Tell  me,  O  Ebe  Recall, 
what  news  hast  thou  '  Nothing,  saiil  SInboob,  but 
that  we  arc  m  a  dangerous  position,  and  under  fair- 
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and  dostinv,  unless  the  Lord  ol  Heaven  ia  oin 
defender  and  protectoi. 

O  Shiboob,  said  Antatj  is  it  not  ’well  known  lluit 
when  a  slave  exposes  Ins  iile  to  ilic  abyss  of  daiigci, 
lie  IS  exalted  to  the  ljci«vhl  ot  ^loi  v  ^  dien 

conccalctl  themselves  till  inornnij^  dawned,  'when 
Antai  clad  and  incased  himself  m  4innuui  idl  he 
appeared  like  a  lowei,  oi  a  fragnani  rent  (Vom  a 
mountain  ,  and  he  went  forward  till  he  reached  the 
pastures,  crouching  along  as  a  woll  alter  aslioep. 

And  when  it  was  da^,  the  Asufeer  aiinelh  were 
driven  to  graze,  and  behind  ovoiy  tliuiisund  sln‘ 
camels  w'cre  ten  slaves  lo  atieiul  them,  that  the 
males  iiught  not  annoy  them  'i’he  she  eniiiejs 
ranged  about  grazing,  ami  the  slaves  began  lo  amuse 
(licmscives,  /bi  they  were  slaves  ol  tfie  King  <jI 
the  Aral)  ehiefs,  and  knew  not  wliai  il  was  to  he 
attacker! 

These  are  the  Asaiccr  camels,  *5a!d  Shihoob, 
make  thy  plan,  .md  act  av  it  seems  })est  to  ihcc  R im 
on,  said  Autai.and  oeeiqiy  the  road  lo  Ilinih,  sothat 
tlicir  cries  be  nol  rarse/l  against  ns,  cre  we  be  iai 
away  out  oi  this  country  As  thou  pleascst,  brothci , 
said  Sbihool)  And  lie  moved  along  on  lijMoe  ovei 
tlic  plain,  till  became  m  tlic  rcarol  the  slaves,  when 
he  seated  himscli  on  Ins  knees,  and  omnlymg  his  qui¬ 
ver  ol  arrows  before  him,  wailed  llieir  iiltack,  A«  to 
An  tar,  he  urged  on  Abjei,  and  plunged  amongst 
the  he  and  she  camels,  and  cut  olf  a  thousaikl  ol  the 
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Asaieci  camels  with  Jus  spear,  crying  out  to  the 
slaves — Ye  base  born,  drive  a^\  ay  these  camels,  and 
oil  before  me  '  oi  my  sword  will  be  stained  with 
your  blood 

When  the  slaves  heard  Anlai,  tliey  w'cre  terrified 
at  his  enormous  hulk  and  gigantic  shayie,  and  the 
rolling  of  Ins  eyes,  and  tlio  weight  oi’  his  arms. 
Tliey  drove  the  camels  belbre  him,  and  goaded  them 
on  with  the  points  of  tlieir  spciu's,  and  they  fled 
away  before  them  like  eagles.  And  thus  tliey  pro¬ 
ceeded  fill  about  the  timxl  hour,  when  beiiold  a 
great  dust  arose  and  darkened  the  land  ,  and  when 
it  dispersed  there  appeared  a  party  oi  Arabs  of  the 
tribe  oi'  Zaklim  and  Juzain,  about  twelve  thousand 
horsemen  all  hardy  w'arriors,  anned  with  sharp 
swords  and  long  spears,  screaming  out— Whithci 
arc  ye  goingj  yc  dastards— hence  is  there  no  escape 
out  of  this  land  t 

Now  the  cause  of  the  arrival  of  this  troop  of 
horsemen  was  lut  follows — The  slaves  that  had  es- 
cayietl  from  Anlui  and  Shiboob  sought  tlicir  homes 
and  habitations,  and  it  happened  that  they  encoun¬ 
tered  the  tram  and  equipage  of  ^lonzar  on  a  hunting 
party,  attended  by  his  warriors  and  Ins  troops ,  who, 
turning  tcnvurcls  Ins  son  N Liman — Speed  yourlrorse 
on  a  luile,  my  son,  said  he,  and  bring  me  intelligence 
of  these  shepherdb  Now  Nunian  w^as  Ins  eldest 
‘=!on  So  Nunian  directed  hit,  liorsc  towards  the 
slaves,  and  enquired  w'hilherthey  came,  0  Prince, 
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sukI  tlni  sliepherds,  a  black  Knigbl,  mounted  on  r 
black  steed,  and  whose  voice  ib  llie  voar  of  ii  lion, 
darted  down,  upon  us  and  .seized  a  ibimsund  of  the 
Asafeer  camels,  and  earned  iheni  off 

No  sooner  had  Numim  beard  tins  account  of  the 
sheplicrds,  tliau  he  cried  out  to  the  men  .tnd  the 
warnors  that  acconipamcd  Inm,  and  slackcmiig*  his 
horse’s  bndle,  galloped  aftei  Antar,  and  twelve 
thousand  in  numhei  were  the  lion  heroes  Itiat  fol¬ 
lowed  him  And  they  halted  not  till  they  overtook 
Antal,  as  we  nienlioned,  and  cried  out  as  we 
described. 

When  Antar  saw  them,  he  smded,  for  battle  was 
Ins  joy  and  delight  ()  f  thou  black  horn,  said 
he  to  Shiboob,  I  svant  ihcc  to  guard  (lie  camels, 
whilst  I  slicw  thee  a  day  ol’  hon’ors  among  these 
miscreants.  lie  I  hen  turned  the  caiiieis  inu)  a 
moLiniuui  tuve,  and  receded  (he  warriors  as  the 
parehed-up  earth  receiver  the  hrMt  ol  the  nun  *  and 
he  pcnolralcti  through  the  thick  dust  witli  blows 
irresistible  and  never  fading  Wlutevcr  he  struck, 
he  slew,  and  wherever  he  thrust,  lie  imried  down, 
and  for  one  hour  he  overwlicliiiecl  them  iti  dciitli 
and  ]HTditJon  ,  and  the  loremosi  shrunk  hack  upon 
the  roar,  crying  out  at  him  iVoin  a  disiaiice,  tor  no 
one  dared  to  approach  the  sjiut  ^vhcre  he  wa>  As 
to  Shiboob,  the  slaves  betrayed  himj  and  refused  to 
drive  on  the  eainclb. 

But  when  Numan  saw  that  his  troops  and  men 


Tell  back,  and  perceived  lio\v  Antar  was  handlm[r 
iheni  in  the  combat,  ins  mind  and  senses  were 
threat! V  agitated,  and  ho  cried  out  to  tliein — ^May 
God  disgrace  yon  among  the  Aiabs^ — are  you 
reduced  to  tins  hv  a  single  black  slave,  a  mean, 
paltry  herdsman  ?  The  horsemen  took  courage,  and 
poured  down  u])oii  Antar  from  all  sides,  hut  Antar 
continually  •slaughtered  tliein,  always  gaining  upon 
them,  never  dmcluiig,  though  then  numbers  were 
immense  Thus  was  he  m  the  midst  oi’daiigers,  when 
lo '  his  horse  stumbled,  and  throwing  Inm  on  tlie 
ground,  riiblicd  Iroin  out  the  thick  dust  and  tumult, 
Ins  saddle  unoccupied  by  Ins  master  Antai  Shi- 
hoob  thought  he  was  killed  and  ti’ampled  to  death  ^ 
the  tears  flowed  IVoiw  lus  eyes,  he  gave  lus  feet  to 
the  winds,  and  he  sought  the  wide  desert,  whilst 
the  slaves  anti  sliejihcrds  ened  out  to  the  horsemen 
and  waniors,  vdio  pursued  Shiboob  trom  all 
quarters,  and  they  wore  seventy  m  numbci,  all 
after  Shiboob,  who  depended  on  tlie  powci  of  Ins 
muscles  The  horses  were  slrainniff  themselves  to 
catch  him,  but  they  could  not  pass  him,  or  come 
up  with  him,  from  the  grey  daivn  of  day  till  the 
sun  beuame  tinged  with  yellow  But  when  evening 
came  on,  woe  and  dismay  tell  upon  hiu,  and  just 
as  he  was  convinced  of  Ins  rum  and  death,  he 
reached  a  cavern  m  the  hollow  of  a  mountain,  and 
near  it  stood  a  swarthy  youtli  tending  sheep ,  before 
Jum  was  a  lire  blazing;  and  lie  was  sitting  down 
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preparing  Ins  dinner,  and  hia  sheep  were  gra'/mg 
m  front  of  him.  As  soon  as  Shiboob  saw  him,  lie 
made  towards  him,  O  3^oung  nmn,  he  cried,  help 
me — 1  put  my  sell  under  tliy  protection,  loi  I  am 
a  strangci,  and  I  am  exposed  to  peril  and  dangei 
in  tins  land  I  am  nearly  dead,  and  my  enemies 
have  already  slam  my  brothci.  Yes,  by  thy  father, 
said  the  youth  (for  his  hcait  had  compassion  on 
him.)  I  will  indeed  protect  tbee,  and  I  will  not 
deliver  thee  up  till  I  am  myself  slain  Enter  the 
cavern,  and  consider  thyself  secure  Irom  the  deteits 
of  the  wicked 

Shiboob  entered  the  eave,  wlicre  he  had  scaicely 
concealed  Innisclf,  w)ien  the  liorscnien  also  arrived, 
ileet  as  eagles,  shouting  aloud--^13oy,  son  of  a  livo 
thousand  honied  cuckold,  bring  out  to  n.s  that 
devil  who  lias  slain  our  jiorscmeri,  ami  staggered 
our  senses,  tliat  wo  may  leai  his  body  m  peiccs 
with  the  points  of  the  spoai,  and  buck  linn  with  tlic 
blades  of  our  scimitars  God  curse  hmi  who  gave 
him  birth  ^  how  strong  are  his  muscles  ^ 

O  Arabs,  ‘^aid  the  sficpbord,  grant  him  to  me,  I 
pray  ye,  and  accept  of  my  guamiuec  ioi  Jiim,  lor  I 
have  protected  him,  knowing  notlmig  about  you ,  he 
IS  under  iny  security  and  protection.  Thine  is  not 
and  never  shall  be  any  proteetiini,  cried  they,  so 
bring  him  out,  or  wo  will  slay  thee  together  with 
lum ;  for  his  brother  has  destroyed  three  thousand 
ol  our  Ituued  horsemen ,  he  is  indeed  a  very  devil, 
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ond  wc  have  experienced  from  him  what  we  never 
oven  saw  from  the  Genu  ^ 

When  the  peasant  heard  them  he  was  fearfully 
tihirrned,  lov  were  he  to  oppose  them,  they  would 
soon  dosti’oy  hmi.  0  Arabs,  said  he,  do  but  icmove 
<ihoti*  vS'cveiity  puces  from  tlic  cavei  n  door,  that  I 
may  entei  and  bring  him  out  of  my  protection 
Do  so,  said  they ,  iind  they  retired  Ironi  the  cavern, 
and  the  shcphcid  entered,  and  perceived  Shibcob 
Ircmblmg  foi  his  life.  Vou  have  heard,  young 
man,  said  the  shepherd,  what  has  passed  between 
me  and  tliesc  men  My  vows  have  been  ovei- 
ruled,  and  T  have  exposed  inyself  to  death  and 
annihilation  1  can  do  noilung  towards  your 
escape,  but  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  life ,  yet  will 
I  not  forfeit  my  iirotcetion  Had  I  but  ten  horse- 
men  of  the  Inhe  ol  Asad,  they  slioiild  nol  approach 
you,  no  not  one  of  them ,  hut  ]  am  alone  in  tlrs 
wilderness  and  desert  So  throw  of!  your  clothes, 
and  ])ut  on  mine,  take  tliose  jnovisions  mul  this 
wallet,  sling  it  ovei  your  shouldei,  uml  M'lth  my 
staff  m  your  hand,  hasten  out  of  the  cavcini,  and 
dnve  away  the  shcep^  and  when  you  come  up  to 
diem,  say— -0  Arabs,  I  went  into  the  cave, in  order  to 
bring  Imn  out,  but  lie  will  not  stn ,  so  coinc  along,  and 
I  will  shew  him  to  you— they  will  dismount  and  enter 
the  cavern,  and  liicn  do  you  look  after  yourself 

*  This  IS  one  of  Ihe  very  few  pusiagcs  winch  occur  throughout  tlua 
work,  conlanmig  any  allusion  to  supernatural  agciiis. 


SIliboob  thanked  him  from  his  heart  fbi  his  kmc/ 
assistance  he*  slung  on  tlic  wallet,  and  took  the  stall* m 
his  hand,  and  ivent  out  of  the  cavern,  and  tlic  darkness 
of  nig)>t  concealed  Inm  from  tlie  oycH  of  ohsevvers. 
and  when  ho- came  np  to  flicm  he  spokcio  them  as 
llic  shepherd  Jind  directed  Jiim  they  mimcflmtely 
dismounted  and  went  towards  the  cavern ,  but 
Shiboob  gave  his  feet  to  the  wind,  and  traversed  llie 
rocky  crags  uutd  he  was  far  oif  among  die  wilds  and 
the  deserts  and  thus  lie  secuvctl  bis  Tile  IVom  death 
and  destruciion,  and  sought  relief  from  the  contents 
of  the  wallet 

In  the  mean  time  the  Shibanians  entered  the 
Clive,  and  chaggetl  out  the  shc]>hord,  think  mg  it 
was  Shibool),  they  looked  at  him  by  tlie  light  of 
tlic  dre,  and  the}*  saw  it  was  the  slieplievd  drchsed 
m  Shiboob ’s  clothes ,  for  he  had  prefen  cii  to  expose 
Ills  lile  fo  death  aiul  torture,  ratliei  than  discredit 
his  protection  Why  hast  (hoii  done  tins  deed,  cried 
diey,  and  given  up  thy  ide  to  dealJi  iind  perdition 
for  tlic  sake  of  a  atrmi^cr  ^ 

Arabs,  rejdied  iJic  sJiephcrd,  licsougJil  my  pro¬ 
tection,  and  1  protected  him  You  came  m  seaich 
of  him,  you  would  not  uecepL  my  proposal,  and  I 
was  not  able  to  drive  you  away,  But  il  1  liaxt 
enraged  you,  kill  me  at  once,  and  I  shall  imvc 
rescued  him  by  the  sacrifice  of  niv  life  ami  existence, 
and  shall  not  have  fbrlcilcdniy  word,  or  broken  mi 
laitli.  Moreover  bchvecn  you  and  mo,  tliere  is  ru» 


blood  01  revenge  I  have  indeed  fallen  into  your 
pov'oi  ,  but  if  you  vill  have  the  kindness  to  release 
me,  I  Will  thank  you  in  every  part  ot  the  world,  olhei- 
wisc  do  ns  vou  list,  and  decide  as  you  judge  best. 

The  Sliitiainans  were  astonisi\c(l,  and  they  could 
not  find  It  in  then  liearts  to  kill  him  Me  indeed  re- 
joiml  iu  Ills  /‘nendlv  act,  and  the  pix^servatton  of  his 
duty  ,  ‘lo  they  lot  him  go,  and  returned  vexed  and 
dispirited  As  to  Shiboob,  as  soon  as  he  was  safe, 
be  Iravvllwl  on  till  morning,  passing  over  pJainsand 
descM-is  ,  but  wlial  was  most  grievous  to  Inm  was  the 
tbouglu  ol'  returning  to  die  tribe  oi  Abs,  and  the  tri- 
innjjb  of  Ins  foes  <ukI  the  envious,  parlicuiarly  the 
laniilv  ot  Zecad,  «uul  the  ru fiian  Ainaruh,  and  Shas 
and  llebia,  then  he  we]>t  foj  his  brotiier  Antai,  m 
these  verses 

“  0  Knight  of  the  Horse,  why,  alas,  has  the  steed 
“  to  monvn  thee^  why,  alas,  has  tlic  barb  of  the 
‘‘  spear  to  aiinmince  tliy  deatli  in  wailings  O  tlial 
the  dav  iiad  never  been,  that  I  saw  tiiee  felled  to 
the  earth,  cut  down — stretched  out — and  the 
points  of  the  lances  aimed  at  thee  *  Could  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune  accept  of  iiny  ninsoin,  oh  f 
1  would  have  reileoined  ihee  fiom  the  calamities 
of  iortune  '  'riiinc  uncle  has  m  Ins  wiles  and 
“frauds  made  tliee  drmk  <ff  the  cup  Butinay 
“  illy  cujidieaiei,  0  son  of  my  motliei,  ne’ei  taste 
“  of  the  moistui'c  of  dew  •  and  thy  cousin  will 
“  mourn  lliec,  and  she  belongs  to  tliy  toe,  wjiosc 
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slave  thou  iVouItlsl  nevci  consent  to  be  0 
Knight  of  the  Horse,  I  have  no  strength  of  miiifl 
—  I  have  not  a  heart  that  can  ever  feel  consolation 
for  tliee  iii  niy  sorrows '  and  the  wav-steed 
amongst  the  troopers  «is  he  ncMghs  will  turn 
towards  thee,  inoiirnuig  for  thee,  like  a  cliildless 
woninij  in  despair  ’ 

When  Shibooh  liad  fiinslicd  lliesc  verses,  he  went 
on  passing  over  deserts  and  wilds,  seeking  the  tribe 
of  Absund'Adnan,  whilst  his  tears  flowed  in  slrciuns 
JJut  as  to  Antai,  wlieii  jus  horse  stumbled  beneath 
bmi,  he  started  on  Ins  legs,  he  hraiidisliod  Ins 
sword  ui  lua  right,  and  supported  Ins  shield  on  his 
left,  am(  he  inade  towartls  tlic  warriors — he  slew 
them  till  lie  made  moimds  {d  dead,  Jie  overwhelmal 
tlicni  with  hia  shonlb,  bellowing  out'— “  0  Ibla,  by 
thme  eyes,  will  I  sluy  this  day  these  horsemen 
and  he  rusiied  upon  them  like  a  liinouslion,  till  the 
WockJ  dowai  from  all  parts  of  Ins  body  And  ni  the 
thickest  of  the  battle  he  happened  to  step  on  a  skull, 
and  hiB  feet  slipping  from  uinler  him,  he  fell  down 
at  Ins  full  length.  And  they  gave  Iiini  not  linieto  nse 
ere  they  bcmrid  faot  Ills  shoulders,  Ins  arms,  and  his 
nbs  and  Ins  Icct,  and  brought  him  before  Numam 
He  was  all  astonishment  at  the  horror  of  his 
make,  at  the  immensity  of  his  stature,  and  the 
agitation  of  his  eyes  Nunian  oidercti  them  to  tie 
Inm  across  tlie  back  of  Ins  Jiorsc  aiid  convey  Inm  to 
the  King,  that  he  might  do  what  he  thought  propci 
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with  hnn  They  obeyed  his  orders,  and  bound 
him  on  the  back  ot  Abjei,  and  they  all  returned  to 
the  land  of  Hindi  At  the  tiionient  of  their  arrival, 
Kiiift  Monzai  ictinncd  from  huntinfr  When, 
behold  there  *(p])eared  aj^amst  them  a  hon  ol  the 
lions  of  Kill  fan.  Now  the  wild  beasts  of  Kin  fan 
were  proverbial,  and  he  came  upon  tlicin  with  a 
loud  I'oai,  and  the  fierce  warriors  attacked  Iiini 
Numan  ])resentcd  Antar  to  bus  father,  and  when  he 
looked  .It  him,  he  was  teirilied  and  confouncletl 
AVluit  Arab  art  thou  ?  said  ho,  My  lord,  replied 
Antai,  1  am  of  the  tnhe  of  the  noble  Abs  One  ol 
lU  wainors,  deniundcd  Monzai,  oi  one  of  its 
«;laves  “  Nobility,  iny  lord,  ‘‘aul  Antai,  amongst 
liberal  nieiu  is  the  thrust  ol‘  the  s])eai,  the  blow  of 
the  sword,  anti  patience  beneath  the  baule  dust  I 
am  the  physician  ot  the  lube  ot  Abs  when  they  arc 
in  sickness,  (heir  protcckn  m  disgrace,  the  defender 
of  llieii  wives  w  hen  they  are  in  trouble,  and  their 
horseman  when  tlicv  are  ju  glory,  and  their  sword 
when  they  I’usli  lo  arms'' 

Monznr  wfus  astonished  at  Ins  fluency  of  speech^ 
his  magnanimity  and  lus  intrepidity,  !oi  he  was 
then  in  the  dishoiiourahle  state  of  a  prisonei,  and 
force  liafl  overpowered  him  AVliat  urged  thee  to 
this  violence  ou  my  ^iroperty,  added  Monzai,  and 
seizure  of  my  camels  My  lord,  said  Antar,  tlie 
tyranny  ot  my  uncle  obliged  me  to  this  act  foi  1 
was  brought  up  with  lus  daughtci,  and  I  had 


piUiscd  niy  Jife  in  her  ’»emcc.  And  u'Jicn  lie  J8in\ 
me  deinsiud  Uei  m  niarriago,  he  asked  of  me  as  a 
mainage  dower,  a  thousand  Asaf'eci  camels,  I 
was  Ignorant,  and  knew  nothing  about  them ,  so 
I  consented  to  Ins  demand,  and  set  out  in  cjucst  of 
them,  r  have  outi aged  you,  and  am  consecjiiciitly 
reduced  to  tins  riuserahle  state  ’ 

Hast  thou  then,  said  Monzai ,  wjtli  all  this  for¬ 
titude  and  eloquence,  and  propriety  ot  manners, 
exposed  thy  life  to  the  sea  ol  death,  and  endangered 
thine  existence  for  tlie  sake  of  an  Arab  girl  ?  Yco, 
my  lord,  said  Antai  ,  it  is  love  that  eiuiioldens  man 
to  encounter  dangers  lUid  Jiori(;rs ,  and  no  lo\  er  jt> 
excusable  but  ho  who  tastes  the  bitlenie'-s  aliscneo 
after  the  sweetness  ol  cnjovnieni,  and  there  is  no 
peril  to  be  appvohendetl,  but  I'loiu  a  ionk  from 
beniuUh  the  cornoi  ol  a  veil ,  and  wiiat  niisfoiiune 
can  drive  man  to  his  dosirucUon,  luit  a  woman  who 
IS  the  root  aiul  braiicfi  of  it  ^  'j’hoii  tears  Iiis 
cycb,  and  siglis  burst  Irum  Ins  sorrowing  Jieiirl,  as  lie 
thus  exclaimed 

^i'he  cvelashes  ol  the  songstress  from  the 
“  corner  of  llie  veil,  are  more  cuHinglhan  llic  edge 
of  the  cleaving  scimitars,  ami  when  they  wound 
“  the  buno  arc  liuiuhled,  and  (he  corners  of  their 
eyes  are  Hooiled  vnili  tears.  May  Gotl  cause  my 
“  uncle  to  drink  of  the  draught  ol  dcalh  at  my 
hand'  niuy  Ins  liaiid  be  wiihered,  and  liis  lingers 
palsied  I  for  how  could  he  drive  one  like  me  to 


destruction  by  bis>  cvtb,  iiiid  inukc  my  hopcb 
“  depend  on  the  coinplelion  of  his  avnricioiis>  pro- 
jects  Ti’idv  Ibla,  on  the  day  of  c?epai lure,  bade 
“  me  adieu,  and  snd  1  slioidd  never  leluru  O 
“  lightnings  •  wnft  niy  ‘^nlutiilioii  to  hei,  and  to  all 
‘‘  the  ]ilaces  and  pastures  ^viierc  she  dwells  O  yc 
dwellers  in  the  forests  o/  Tamarisks,  if‘  I  die, 
niouni  foi  ine  when  niy  eyes  aic  plucked  out  by 
“the  huugiv  lowls  of  the  an  O  yc  sieedb-» 
mourn  loi  a  Kmght  who  could  engnge  the  lions 
“  of  deatli  t£i  ilu'  held  o(*  battle  Alas,  I  am  an 
“  outcast,  and  ui  M>rrow  I  am  lunuhlcd  into 
millnio-  feUeirt,  letters  that  cut  to  mv  soul’' 

When  \n!ai  luul  finished.  Monziir  wassurpnzed 
4it  hia  eJoipience  and  (ortftnde,  47IkI  .strength  of  intnd 
md  vuiue  Nou  ^Moii/ai  hmiselt  was  one  of  tlio 
must  eliKpient  of  Arabs,  and  he  was  convinced  that 
Antai  was  sincere  in  Ins  grid ,  but  he  knew 
not  the  stur\  of  Ins  life  Whjst  \ntai  and  Alonza? 
w'erc  conversing,  bdiold  the  people  ran  away  from 
their  presence.  On  nK]Uiniig  what  was  the  imt- 
tei,  (J  victorious  and  irresistible  monarch,  they 
exclaimed,  a  savage  lion  iias  ajipeared  iiniong  u.s, 
IS  destroying  the  horsemen,  and  dispersing  the 
hniYc  heroes  Spears  make  no  impression  on  his 
carcase,  and  no  one  darob  to  attack  liim  Assault 
luin,  cried  the  King,  lieluio  he  lakes  refuge  in  tht‘ 
forest,  and  cuts  olV  the  road  of  the  travellevs,  and 
renders  llic  ways  uiiside,  and  we  thercfoi^^  be  dis- 


honourcflr  As  soon  as  Anliu'  heard  this,  Ins  afflic- 
Lions  were  icIicvchI  I'ell  your  people  to  expose  me 
to  tins  (ion,  ‘'•aid  lie  to  the  King,  and  if  he  should 
destroy  me,  you  will  be  amply  revenged,  aiitl  your 
dishonour  be  cleaved  up  Ibi  I  have  slaughtered 
vour  troops,  and  destroyed  your  warnings ,  but 
sliould  1  slay  the  lion,  reward  me  as  J  deserve,  anti 
do  not  refuse  me  justice  The  King  ordered  the 
cords  to  be  loopened  the  guards  came  up  to  him 
and  uniicd  his  hands,  and  were  about  to  untie  his 
feet  also,  but  he  cried  out,  Loosen  only  my  liands, 
leave  my  feet  bound  as  they  are,  that  there  may  he 
no  retreat  (rom  the  lion.  He  grasped  his  sword  aiul 
his  shield,  and  jumping  along  In  his  fetters,  he  thus 
oxclaiinod 

“  Come  on,  thou  dog  of  the  forests  and  the  lulls  ^ 

tins  day  at  my  hand  will  I  make  thee  dunk  of 
‘‘death  Soon  Milt  thou  meet  a  Jviuglit,  a  lum 
“  wnmor,  a  chief  tried  in  battle.  O  tlicn,  attack 
“  not  one  like  me,  for  I  am  a  chosen  Iicro  Attack 
“  the  horsemen,  thou  dog  of  tlio  waste,  but  wlntlier 
“  yvilt  tliou  escape  from  me  this  <lay  ?  Take  this 
“  from  my  cleaving  sword,  that  deals  soirows,  dcatlis 
“  and  pestilence  from  tlie  slave  of  a  tribe,  tJiat  braves 
“  death  and  woe,  and  never  fads.*” 

Moir/ar  -was  much  astonished  at  lus  address  to  the 
hon,  and  lie  advanced  with  Ins  attendants,  to  beliold 
what  Antar  might  do.  And  when  they  came  near 
liinu  they  perceived  it  was  an  mnnense  lion,  of  the 
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size  of  a  camel,  with  broad  nostrilh  and  long  claws, 

Ins  face  was  wide,  and  ghastly  was  Ins  form  ,  Ins 

strength  swelling,  he  grinned  with  his  teeth  clenched 

like  a  vice,  anil  the  corners  ol  his  jaws  were  like 

grappling  irons  When  the  lion  beheld  Antai  in 

Ins  letters,  he  crouched  to  the  ground,  and  extended 

Ininself  out ,  Ins  mane  bristled  up ,  he  made  a 

spring  lit  him  and  as  lie  approached,  Antar  met 

him  with  his  sword,  which  entereil  by  Ins  lorehead, 

* 

anil  penctratcil  through  Inin,  issuing  out  at  the  cx- 
ti'cuuly  ol  bis  back  bone  O  by  Abs  anil  Adiian  * 
cried  Antal,  1  will  ever  be  the  lover  ol’lbla  And 
the  lion  Tel  I  down,  cut  in  twain,  and  cleft  into  two 
equal  portions  ,  foi  die  spring  ol'  the  lion,  and  tlie 
force  ol’  the  arm  of  the  glorious  waiiioi ,  just  met 
'riien,  wiping  his  swoid  on  the  lion,  he  tluis  spOKo, 
“  Will  thou  e'er  know,  0  Ibla,  the  perih  I 
“  have  eiicouiitorcd  in  the  land  of  Irak  ^  ]\ry  uncle 
lias  beguiled  me  with  bis  hypocrisy  and  artdite, 
and  has  acted  baibarously  towards  me  in  demaiid- 
“  ing  the  marriage  dowel.  I  phmgctl  myself  into  a 
“  seaof  clcatlis,  and  repaired  to  Irak,  witlioiit  fi  ieiids 
“  1  drove  away  the  camels  and  the  sliepliCrd* 
“  single  handed ,  and  1  was  returning  home  bum- 
mg  with  the  Hamc  of  anxious  love.  I  quitted  them 
“  not  till  there  arose  bclimd  me  the  dust  of  the  hoofs 
of  the  high  ineillcd  steeds  T  encountered  on 
every  side  the  wai  dust,  and  illuniined  it  witii 
Illy  thin  blatlcd  faulcliioii,  whilst  the  horsemen 


clanionrcd  beneath  it,  so  that  I  lliniifrlit  the  tliiuv 
clcr  hncl  let  loose  us  upioms.  As  I  retired,  I 
found  that  my  uncle  had  deceived  me  witii  ins 
“  Iraucls  and  stratiigcins*  liut  I  did  not  fiul  till 
niy  horse  was  exhausted,  and  faultered  in  the 
charge,  and  the  crush  of  combats.  Then  I  dis- 
“  mounted  and  drove  away  whole  armies  with  mv 
sword,  ns  I  would  have  driven  away  the  canieU 
I  rushed  iqion  the  horsemen  that  fiercely  scoured 
the  plain,  piercing  chests  and  eye  balls  ,  but  .n 
the  close  ol  llu*  day  1  was  wcai'ied  and  matle 
captive,  for  my  elbows  and  my  legs  were  depn\- 
‘  ed  of  all  strength.  They  dragged  me  to  a  noble 
prince,  higli  and  magnificent — May  his  glory 
'  ondnre  '  Then  too,  1  engaged  a  lion,  fieice  in 
tlic  onset,  and  harsh  of  heart,  with  a  lace  like 
the  circLinifcrence  of  a  «‘)ueld,  whose  eve  ball's 
llaslied  lire  like  li  ot  coals  I  rushed  at  him  with 
inv  sword.  I  met  him  in  my  letters,  so  that  Mon- 
zar  imglit  bestow  on  me  wlmt  might  gratily  my 
uncle,  and  favtir  me  with  the  dcsireil  cnmelh 
Monzur  heard  him,  and  beheld  Iuh  acts.  lhi» 
I.*,  verily  a  miracle  ol‘  the  time,  and  the  wonder  oJ 
the  age  and  M'orld,  said  he  to  Ins  attendants his 
mlrcpKlity  and  eloquence  and  ]jcrscvcraucc  are 
enough  to  confound  the  imiverse ,  with  him  1  will 
elfecl  with  Cho.sroc  wlmt  is  the  object  ol  iny  wislu'??, 
and  I  will  establish  the  superiority  of  the  Anib-> 
over  the  Persnms. 
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No>v  Monzar  was  an  intelligent  umu,  and  very 
regular  in  the  ad  min ist  ration  of’jusUcc,  and  prudcui 
in  policy  For  lini>  reason  Chosroe  hud  appoiuicd 
him  King  over  the  i\riibs ,  and  when  he  was  present 
in  the  jialacc  oi’  CliosroCt  he  enjoyed  superior  digm- 
ue&jand  he  was  never  stilcd  but  as  King  of  the  Arabs 
And  Chosioo  used  to  treat  him  as  a  friend,  and  to 
eat  and  drink  with  Inni ,  and  when  they  were  busy 
in  conversation,  JMonzar  used  to  describe  to  linn  tbe 
pecu  ban  Lies  of  Mecca  anti  die  sacred  shrine,  and 
tlieir  glory  over  the  Deelnvutes  and  the  Persians^ 
and  used  to  recite  to  him  the  vcises  of  the  eloquent 
men  And  Cliohroe,  in  Ins  impartiality,  was  pleased 
with  him,  anil  enjnyctl  his  society,  and  loved  to  dig¬ 
nify  him  with  presents  ot  gold  and  silvei,  foi  the 
Cliosroc.s  ol  Persia  were  renowned  ioi  liieir  love  ol 
justice  and  iiiipiu'Uarity,  and  abhorred ojipression  and 
violence,  ruling  mauknitl  with  liberality  and  gene¬ 
rosity  He  liad  over  his  head  a  bell  oi'  red  gohl, 
anti  a  cliain  attached  to  it  on  tlie  outside  of  the  pa¬ 
lace  ,  and  whenever  he  touched  the  bell,  the  atten¬ 
dants  went  out  and  complainants  entered  hi*- 
lireseiice ,  and  be  decided  such  mailers  Inmscli* 

Now  It  happened  that  Monzai,  previous  to  An- 
tar’s  I'aUnig  into  Ins  liands,  hud  visited  Mixlayiii, 
and  presented  himself  to  Cliusroe^  and  staid  witli 
him  some  days,  and  he  was  honored  with  a  rich 
robe  and  various  presentf»  One  of  the  oUicers 
envied  him,  and  when  he  was  alone  with  the  King, 
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lie  ventured  to  say,  Why  do  you  so  Iionoiir,  0  King, 
this  ^viJd  Bedoween,  this  ^vo^shlppor  ol  stone,  and 
raise  his  dignity  so  high  ?  Whclhei  he  is  absent 
or  present,  he  is  a  poor  tlespicable  \v  retch ,  for  all 
the  Arabs  arc  but  she])herds,  anti  worshijipers  of 
images,  there  is  no  religion  and  no  faitli  among 
them,  and  tlicy  are  only  ennobled  by  theft  and 
cunning,  and  robberies  and  rogueries 

Tins  officer  tiuis  became  icalous  of  tfie  honours 
enjoyed  bv  Mtmzai,  and  lus  heart  was  eslrangctl 
from  liim  And  he  was  one  of  the  -warriors  o( 
Deelun,  and  was  a  leader  of  livciity  thousand  Pei- 
iians,  and  lie  was  called  Khosrowan,  the  sou  oP  Joi- 
ham  He  was  always  talking  contcinptously  of  the 
Arabs,  rcpcuimg  lalschoods  of  tlicni,  till  at  last  he 
effected  a  change  in  the  heart  of  die  just  King. 

If,  0  Kmg,  said  he,  as  he  ended  the  convcrsatiou, 
thou  ait  desirous  of  thoroughly  understanding  tins 
man  wimm  thou  hast  appoiiiled  over  the  Arabs, 
and  of  having  a  proof’  of  Ills  ignorance  and  dl- 
bveechng,  ask  him  to  come  and  cut  meat  and  dates  , 
orclei  the  servants  to  give  him  dates  i’roin  which 
the  stones  are  not  extracted,  and  to  place  before 
you  datcb  ready  sUmed,  and  let  there  be  instead 
of  stones,  almonds,  sugar  ])lumbs,  and  skinned  nuts, 
and  sec  what  he  will  do  Chosroc  complied,  and 
invited  Monzar  to  cat  meal  and  dates ,  and  lie 
ordei‘ed  the  servants  to  do  asKliosrewan  bad  recoin- 
mended  So  after  dinner,  the  servants  produced 


tJu*  of  (latos  t'hosroc'  and  (lie  Poi'.siaiih  aic 

iwuv  and  '^wallowed  thoiu,  lut-  ihcvo  werv  no  slono^ 
(o  llirnu  a?:idc  i^loiizuj  hjoked  .it  dinii,  aiu^ 
lliouirhl  willuii  luin.sc'll* — Most  ctatajnly  lo  da\ 
1-^  .1  festival  mill  lliuin,  foi  limy  are  ivorslupjicrs 
of  /ire,  "ij  I  nuist  ciU  like  tlicin,  anil  must  llisinon 
mv  luaniK'i  r*  lo  llioirs  So  Mouzai  ale,  and  swul- 
Idwi.hI  ihc  Slones ;  but  one  sadly  puzzled  him,  so  die 
iitlciulimls  Inirsl  outmto  a  loud  laugh,  and  Chosroc 
also  Immhed  And  jMonzru  was  abashed  at  then 
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pleasimti’v  May  yoiu’ glory  last  lor  cvei,  O  King, 
o(  the  world,  '^aul  he  But  lUe  wvtuU  and  uuhgua^ 
lion  of  Monzar  increased  What  makes  yourattciid- 
uils  laugh  ^  said  he  You  luive  eaten  dates  and 
->\valIowed  tlie  siones,  suid  Chosroe ,  'tis  foi  dial 
we  are  laughing-  at  you  T,  0  King,  said  Monzar, 
mnUitod  vuu  and  your  eoiupaiuous,  and  I  ate  as  you 
lie,  foi  I  perceived  you  ealing  the  dates  and  swal- 
knving  die  stones,  and  1  wished  to  do  as  you  iiad 
lione.  Our  dales,  said  Chosroe,  are  without  stones, 
iiul  instead  of  stones  there  aie  almonds  and  suirai 
pknu'-  and  pceloil  nuts,  sti  t(nu  Iwe  eat  them 
without  trouble  oi  annoyance  Why,  said  Mnuzai, 
did  you  not  give  me  some  oi  ivliatyou  eat  voursclf^ 
Still  I  am  your  giiesl.  Yet  this  is  a  pi  oof  that  I  am 
an  object  ot  ridicule  lo  you,  and  you  ha\c  only  in¬ 
vited  me  that  you  and  yoiu  amipaniuns  might 
expose  me  But  I  am  still  at  alj  times  your  slave, 
and  iiulebtcil  to  your  bounty  for  whatever  you  have 
thought  proper  to  do  unto  me. 
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He  rcmauied  some  tunc  longer  witli  Cliosroc,  and 
then  returned  to  llio  land  t)!’  Hirah,  having  asked 
permission  to  revisit  Ins  faunlv  and  native  country. 
And  when  he  reuched  his  enjiitai,  he  wmte  letters 
to  the  tribes  of  Wayd  mid  Bekir  anti  Jolhema,  and 
he  smd  in  the  letters  —  Attack  iVlodavm,  jihmdei 
the  ]ieo|)le  and  the  inliahitauls.  lav  waste  the  villages, 
and  })ut  to  the  -sv:ord  the  nierchants  of  Persia,  and 
pluiulcr  the  projierty  of  Deeloin  13e  afraid  c>l  no 
man  slnmUl  any  op])ose  you  »  but  sluughtcT  them 
and  sor/e  tlieir  propertVj  and  plunder  them 

VViicti  these  letters,  in  whieli  the  whole  circum- 
stancr  was  dcsenbed  reached  the  diflercnt  irilica, 
tlicy  weiv*  greatly  incensed,  and  sent  Sewid  the  son 
of  Amil  to  phindei  the  inhabitants  And  Handala 
ransLti.ketl  the  stores  and  gnmaiios,  and  seized  the 
projjertv  of  the  travellers ,  and  Harilh  the  son  ol 
Joshem  plundered  the  lands  of  Zilali,  sparing 
neitliei  high  noi  low,  Aftci  this,  coiilusioii  and 
rebellion  rose  up  in  the  villages,  ami  the  whole 
country  dreaded  the  Arabs.  Many  of  the  Persians 
were  beheaded,  and  the  Pci-sian  mei  chat  its  cried 
out  from  all  quarters,  against  Chosroc  The  day  of 
judgment  seciiied  to  have  come  upon  him,  and  he 
was  overwhelmed  with  shame.  Ho  desired  his 
minister  Mubidau  to  write  to  Monzar  an  account 
of  all  that  had  passed,  and  that  he  should  jiiinish 
Jie  .\ral)  tribes,  or  he  would  disperse  tlieni  among 
the  plains  and  the  deserts. 

So  tlie  mmiater  wrote  to  Monzar  a  letter,  m 
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Svbich  he  said  To  him,  ^vhom  we  recognise  as 
King  of  the  Avabs  •  Truly  the  heart  of  the  just 
King  IS  greatly  irritated  agiunst  you,  on  account  ol 
the  depredations  coinniitted  by  the  Aiabs  oil  bis 
subjects  Vou  nuist  slay  the  rebels  aud  ollenders, 
and  chastise  those  that  have  oppressed  the  weak,  d 
you  *u*e  ohethcuL  to  the  Persian  government,  and 
attend  to  tlie  oriiers  of  the  imperial  monarch  ,  and 
peace  be  ivith  you  lioin  the  protecting  fire  !'’  He 
folded  uj)  the  letter  and  sealed  il  and  sent  it  to 
Mouzai,  and  wlien  it  reached  him  lie  opened  it  and 
read  it,  and  wrote  in  answer  to  it  these  words 
‘‘ o  Iiim  wliom  we  recognise  as  the  just  King  ^ 
Truly  iny  character  is  dosjnsed  amongst  the  Arabs, 
my  repiiiation  is  on  the  decline,  my  authority 
amongst  them  is  weakened,  and  my  honour  is 
considerably  chscrcchted,  since  they  heard  wliar  you 
did  to  me  about  eating  llic  dates.  My  power  is  at 
au  end,  liccaiise  (bey  tbnik  1  am  an  object  of  ndiculc 
with  so  they  have  therefore  renouiicpfl  their 
allegiance  to  me,  and  have  separated  tliemselves 
fi’oiii  niy  domiiuon,  Such  are  the  acts  they  liavc 
committed,  and  they  will  not  obey  my  commands 
You  must  look  after  your  own  country,  and  toind 
your  own  administration.'" 

When  Cbosroe  received  tins  answer,  he  read  it, 
and  understood  Us  contents.  Venly,  said  he,  these 
vagabond  Arabs  have  a  design  upon  me,  and  this 
dog  of  dogs  would  trample  upon  me  But  if  I  do 
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hot  degrade  ami  humble  him,  I  am  not  the  Kmgoi 
ihe  ago 

Who,  0  Iviiig  of  the  ngc,  saul  the  entrap 
Khosvewan,  the  original  cause  of  all  tins  trouble,  is 
this  MoiiZcU,  that  you  slioulcl  ivoubh  voursell 
about  him?*  J3y  yoiu  lllc,  1  am  able  to  take  him 
pnsonoi,  I  uill  slay  hi&  horsemen,  uiul  will  ilestrov 
Ins  nllicR  I  'Will  bring  him  and  his  elhkiren  tci  yo\u 
all  bound  with  cords  ^  and  il  you  order  me,  I  will 
kill  tfiom  all,  and  will  bring  von  Ins  sons  and  Iii‘- 
daughters,  and  most  costly  pIuiulLM\ 

Khosrewan,  said  Cliosrne,  you  are  ilic  oulv 
person  for  this  expedition,  toi  it  i*’  all  ymn 
doing,  So  prepare,  and  nuueli  Witli  the  irnoyis 
under  your  coinmaiKl,  and  d  you  c<uK|uer  (lie  iCmg 
of  the  Arabs,  kill  inin  not,  but  bring  bnn  to  inv  a 
prisonci,  ilmt  I  ma\  disgrace  lilin  and  jnnnsli  luui 
and  lot  luiii  fed  liis  own  situation  ,  .utd  alferwards 
I  will  grant  him  his  liA!.  Kiiosnnmn  accordingly 
made  bis  preparations  ill  tlircx  days,  and  sd  out 
With  twvni)  iboiisand  liorseniem  .iniieil  tr/di 
gilded  sluold.s  and  elcvnang  swords ,  and  ICbosrewan 
was  at  iheir  licad,  like  a  bon 

Ibit  jCniiT  Monzai,  as  soon  ns  be  observed 
Antal'S  blow  at  the  bon,  and  remarked  bis  elo¬ 
quence  and  Ins  poetry.  Jolt  assured  that  Jic  w'as  a 
(listinguished  hero  and  waruoi,  and  he  ibouglit  il 
wiser  to  spare  Ins  life,  and  not  put  him  to  doaili  hui 
for  llic  cuds  of  justice  he  deternuned  to  keep  Inin 


)>n3onei  So  he  tletatnocl  Iniii  in  custody ;  sayiiif;*,  by 
the  laitli  of  an  Ai-al),  1  will  not  proceed  lo  oxtmiii- 
Ucs  ^viili  iH-iicct  to  this  black  warnoi,  [or  Ins  equal 
IS  not  i'>  i)(‘  itJinul  in  (he  whole  woilt]  Guard  this 
horsCDiaii,  '•aid  he  lo  lu«  ‘^ons,  niitd  an  auswoi 
reach  U"  in  oiii  ieltei  IVoni  the  Pcisuui  Kmg ; 
and  n  e  will  I  hen  ])ersuailc  him  iliai  it  is  this  wretch 
who  Uus  pUnulcYeHi  the  eUies  ami  IdUeal  lu.^  swlqects, 
nid  wlio  lais  e.NCited  amtiust  us  the  Aral)  hordes 

o 

Tll^^>  will  ii'ive  a  sIkuic.  colom  to  oui  excuses  in  all 
]ioiiil>,  uul  lliii>  we  shall  iiain  our  olqecjls  upon  out 
ent'iiiK's  *^11  \iiiai  ieiii;iiiicd  with  the  King  impri¬ 
soned  .iiid  ih. lined,  and  IMon/ai  cnlered  Hirah 
and  avviiucd  ilie  aiisuei 

It  wa.s  'built  llu  bcii’jnjiing  ol  the  da\  when 
Must'/iU  mounti'd  Ins  horse  and  rode  miL  to  inhale 
ihc  news,  uhen  lo  ^  a  dust  I'roiu  the  threclion  ol 
I’ersui  apptai'ed,  mid  the*  'whole  coiiuliv  was 
t)liickeiK'd  iiiui  darkened,  and  IVoin  henivnh  it  eanic 
iortli  IVi’simi  horsemLn,  and  tile  armies  til’ Dceleni. 
Take  yon  1  iniplemenis  o  wai,  cried  ^lonzai,  ply 
the  hlrt>v  .nid  (he  tlmisu  .md  ])rolecl  the  lamiiie& 
aiul  the  women,  tir  eternal  will  be  yoiii  diseuicc, 
ior  1.1  Illy  tilt'  onemes  agmnsi  piopriely  in  conversa¬ 
tion,  and  ihe  bInndcrH  (H  the  longue  ate  the 
calamities  ui  man  Ami  he  sent  (hr  all  the-  dmm  ol 
tJietnlicol  Shiban,  ami  alt  the  \ral)  iiordes,  and 
the  l*ersian  tnn^ps  gave  them  no  rest,  hut  pmsed 
tlicir  spears,  and  gvtisi)cd  then  swords.  The  two 
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purtjcs  iDi’t,  a»d  attacked:  blood  abinulanlfy 
(lowcd^  eyes  were  fixed,  and  were  scared  Khosre- 
wan  .itivnnced  he  assadetl  the  Inbes  of  Arabia^ 
and  Ins  heart  was  overjoyed,  (ic  dashed  towards 
the  standard  of  Monmi  ,  he  overset  them,  and  he 
destroyed  the  hovscincu,  lUul  annihiliittul  llieni 

Now  Monzar  Inid  citcoitntered  the  J’crsiiins  with 
only  twelve  thousand  men,  and  the  evening  did  iinl 
close  hefore  /bur  thousand  ot  Llieiii  wx-re  slaugl  1101X5(1. 
and  tlic  rcnjfMiulei  retnrneil,  seeking  salely  in 
fliglil ,  the  Pcrsiiuis  pursuing  them  until  the  duules 
of  night  surrounded  them ,  when  the  Persums 
disnioiintiug  to  repose  themselves.  Ivhosicwan  also 
hidted  and  shouted  aloud,  aiul  wJien  they  had 
pitched  then  tents  and  hghte<l  then  fires,  he 
ordered  hiR  satraps  and  generals  to  suriouiid 
whole  city  of  Huah,  mid  to  guard  the  ioiwIn  and 
Inghways 

Hut  AJonziu,  wlio  entered  Ilirnl)  ronicd  and 
discomfited,  gnawed  his  hands  Iroin  shame,  and  was 
quite  bev  lUlcrcd  and  besale  Innrscir  He  sui  down 
attended  by  Ins  three  sons,  Numnn,  Aswnd,  and 
Aiwroo,  and  wlidst  tlioy  were  consulting  and 
debating,  lU  rushed  a  slave— t)  my  lord,  cried  he, 
that  Absian  warrior  who  is  in  my  custody ,  when  he 
heard  the  uproar  m  the  inormug,  asked  me  wh»i 
was  the  matter?  Wo  infornicd  him  what  had 
happened ,  then,  said  he,  Conduct  me  to  your  Kmg^ 
that  I  may  point  out  to  huu  the  means  of  destroying 


Ins  enemies,  even  were  they  as  numerous  as  iho 
smni  of  ihc  desoit  Troduce  him,  said  Monzar,  let 
us  liear  wliat  he  has  to  sny,  <nid  let  ns  release  him 
Irom  Ins  fetters  liiiL  Aiiur  was  lliut  day  thinking 
of  Jus  eousm,  and  of  his  expedition  to  ])roeiirc  her 
dowci,  tind  to  seize  the  Asafeer  cimiels,  and  his 
falling  into  captivity,  and  his  failure  'Plicn,  as  he 
sighed  from  Jus  overcharged  heart,  he  thus 
recited 

“  'fell  Zohcii  and  Malik  of  me,  tell  Tbla  of  me 
in  inivarnished  language,  tlint  I  seized  tlie 
“  camels  (iaunting  over  the  plains,  and  that  I  felled 
down  (he  ai lines  on  the  day  of  terrors;  say 
that  I  was  marching  away  witli  the  property  and 
llu;  licautoiis  caineU,  when  the  stern  luml  horsc- 
“  men  of  Saklim  loiced  them  from  me  My  steed 
“  luirlctl  me  on  llie  buttle  held,  and  hetniycd  me, 
‘‘  and  subjected  me  to  the  thrusts  of  everv  shield- 
armed  hero  Tlieii  I  letirod  .is  a  hostage,  m 
chains  and  I  Inivo  merited  tlimn  ,  and  1  moved 
along  in  them,  like  one  ovci  whelinod  witii  con- 
fusion  Had  it  not  been  lor  the  assault  of  the 
‘‘  lion  tiinong  them,  and  then  iry  to  me — Aid  us, 
‘‘  0  Amur '  when  I  mot  him,  fettered  as  I  was — 
“  they  never’  would  have  /rcknowledged  that  f  was 
the  slayiu  of  armies.  When  the  furious  beast 
“  flew  at  me,  I  feared  not  IVIy  sword  cleaved  the 
"  body  of  the  lion,  and  I  forced  it  out  through  Ins 
“  Ihighs  HI  an  instant,  and  I  wiped  iL  on  Ins  skm. 


'^riiey  (mvc  ca!=5L  me  into  a  swi  0/  (Iculfis,  anxious 
“  ibi*  niy  dcsirucijon,  but  1  tumbled  him  down  like 
“  one  pvoci]MLaled  from  ti  moinilain's  heinht  ■* 

We  lu'ivc  told  Km^  Afouzar,  said  the  aUoiidtmt 
as  lie  eiilered  Anlar's  prison ,  he  now  demaiuU  you, 
in  order  lo  hear  your  piujiosal  Anl  iv  •roi  up  and 
went  with  them  into  (he  prt*sencc  ol^the  \s'Iu> 
ordcretl  the  fetters  to  be  takeiioirirom  lus  feet,  and 
the  cords  lo  be  cut  that  bound  his  liamls  'I’hen 
he  sighed,  and  thus  spoke 

May  God  forgave  me  that  iny  soul  is  liartiened 
for  iiiy  uncle  beguiled  nit  iind  expos(‘d  iiK  to 
penJs,  and  in  his  rile  aiti/iecs  Jkis  east  me  into  an 
“  abyss  of  (he,  whose  llanics  etietmijiass  oil  I  tuu 
become  tortured  of  heart,  letlercd,  iny  llnj^cisand 
hands  bound  round  m\  neek  Few  are  duMehke 
me  in  the  day  o(  the  wooil-enlan^led  spears,  w  hen 
'‘heroes  contend  m  the  fierce  charge  <)  Kin-^ol 
the  ivoiid,  tljy  sea  is  expansive  as  the  jiiiitterjon 
sword  amonu:  men  and  diemons  Wlieu  the 
waniois  charge — then  ex]}ose  me  10  them  and 
“  try  my  assault — inv  battle  amon»  them  Ih 
“  thou  Yiclorioub  witii  Anlar’s  aid,  .md  (onvert^my 
lord*  thy  tears  nitosecuru^  I’rotecl  but  mv  reai 
“  with  a  lliousaiul  bon  lieroes,  and  thou  «lmll.  view 
“  the  wondeis  of  niv  sword  ami  my  speai  I  hou 
“  shall  .sec  a  hon  driving  away  the  liorsemen  with 
“  a  scinurar  that  surjiasses  the  hglilning  s  llash  in 
“  bnlUaucy  Gunt  me  the  dowci  for  mv  beloved 


Ibia,  of  Uh'  thuiisiiKi  cHUicls,  that  iiiivc  cxcilcd 
me  lo  this  oiiU*n)ri/.t  ()  fcai  niU  llie  foe 

I 

oil  my  aecoinil,  when  they  crowd  ahoin  me,  tiiul 
the  W/'ir  ( liiiro-e  h^i  iloulh  is  hul  own 

torm—im  own  tiuahtics,  aiul  lliciv  is  no  pros- 
perily  hut  wluil  is  at(;iciu?d  lo  nu  biKlIc  1  am 
“  the  yoinh  ihut  (ells  tlu  horsemen  in  my  strength 
— :i  Yonlh  whose  isjiial  exists  not  on  eavtli  O 
“  breezes  '  I  miploie  ve  hy  the  pillais  at  Ajeeca,  b\ 

‘  Zeinzein— b\  the  s/ieretl  jihiins  ami  Alcsilelifa, — 
when  \  e  pass  thi*  laiul  ol'  'sIkcivIkiIi,  waft  m3 
‘‘  salutation  lo  /niuni  iml  his  royal  soun.  and  say 
“  to  the  ‘^oriowinn;  ''•liibnob,  hast  tlion  toi,*oitcu  1113 
laith — reiiouneed  in>  vovss"  foi  tlioti  art  my 
‘  toslei  brothel.  m\  slay,  my  Niipport  when  my 
‘  Irieiid'  Jieiiay  me  and  ])ersectitc  me — ()  Shilxiob, 
haste  then.  m\  brolhei,  haste  that  thoumayst  sei 
“  what  I  h:iM‘  sullen d,  and  what  has  belallen  me 
' — that  lh(in  111  lyst  see  a  haltle  lliat  will  make 
thee  loigLt  I  he  puM,  and  that  thou  iiiav^t  sec,  0 
“  Shiboob,  the  boundless  height  ot  m\  lilon 
‘  l  or  nn  ambitam  soars  ahosL  the  Pleiades,  *ind 
‘‘  my  rortunaie  star  sparkles  willi  bniliani  ravs'*’ 
d’lie  Kmi*  uas  exectdmgly  surprised  .it  Aiilar's 
luirsis  ol  1)01  ir\  and  stiengtli  of  mind,  and  lic\\as 
eonvimvd  ol  vitlory  with  his  sword  ami  spcai  0 
Ahsian,  said  lie  what  is  this  I  have  heard  of  von  to 
day,  when  you  iieard  the  shouts  and  the  attack  ol 
dietnemy"  Truly,  my  lord,  replied  Antai,  my 
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was  nearly  bursting  when  I  heard  tlml  you  had 
been  obliged  to  fly  from  tliese  cauldrons  of  dogs ; 
this  disgrace  can  ncvoi  be  cnised  Iroin  the  Arabs. 
What  can  nun  do,  said  Mcaizar,  when  double  their 

numhevs  attack  them  ^  and  they  arc  overwhelmed 

•> 

by  those  wlio  do  not  foai  then  carnage^  i\Iun, 
said  Aniai,  must  jjatiently  resist,  and  drink  of 
lie  cup  ofdeadi  as  he  drinks  the  purest  uatei,  and 
not  fly  or  lun  away  1  am  now  in  your  [lowct,  and 
I  demand  of  you  tlie  marriage  dovei  of  Ibla, 
my  nudes  danghtci  ,  restore  me  my  sword,  my 
ciurass,  my  arms,  nn<l  my  horse,  and  give  me  a 
thousand  men  to  defend  my  roar^  aiul  you  slmllsee 
what  my  courage  and  force  wdl  eflect  against  your 
foes 

l)y  ilio  vjrliie  of  the  Kaaba,  said  Monzm,  0 
AbsiaiJ.  if  you  perform  wlwt  you  state,  and  destroy 
tins  army — all  my  property,  luy  he  and  she  canids 
.irc  all  at  youi  disposal  Not  one  of  us  shiill 
remum  beliind  the  tent  wall,  Init  we  will  exert  oiii 
utmost  energies  against  the  foi,  and  wc  will  strike 
with  our  i^words,  and  thrust  with  our  spears  And 
lie  ordered  his  horse  and  hisann^and  Ins  cuuass  to 
be  restored  And  cm  Iv  on  the  inoivow,  a  loud  shout 
arose  from  amongst  the  Persians,  eager  to  })hmdc3 
the  propel ly  and  rapture  the  wonieu  /mil  On  chjJ- 
di'cn ,  but  the  Arabs  went  lordi  agamsl  tliein,  and  at 
their  head  was  Aniai,  the  licro  of  coiujuest ;  and  lie 
cried  out— 'Your  hopes  have  fiiiied,  you  cauldron 
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of  dogs,  you  shall  this  clay  see  Antar  perform  \vha( 
nations  shall  record  "'I  hen  he  cried,  0  hy  ihy 
eyes,  0  Ibla,  .iiul  lluis  repeated 

“  Oh  the  dfiv  oi’  battle  ex(|iiisilo  is  the  carnage  — 
Come  lorlh  then  against  me,  ye  imm  ofabomma- 
“  tion — in  mt,  vc  shall  meet  .i  ICiiighi  wliosc  blow 
strikes  lile  dead.  1  am  the  AiUur  of  horsemen  in 
“  the  contest,  that  makes  armies  and  warriors  drink 
‘  of  Ignominy,  a  draught  from  Ins  liand  with  tlie 
*'■  polished  sworcl  that  glides  through  the  neck,  in 
the  battle  field  Soon  will  I  jilunge  into  the  wai 
dust  till  T  enannuei  Kliosrewan,  and  make  him 
drink  of  the  ciqi  ol*  death  ,  I  ^\lll  make  him  taste 
**  from  mv  sword  a  draught,  attei  winch  he  sliall 
“  never  taste  oi  pure  watei  Ye  sliall  see  tlic  horse 
scattered  oVi  die  wastes — I  he  Himvanle  cinefs 
“  shall  be  bound  on  their  saddles  T  am  the  lion, 
‘‘  foremost  m  wai,  and  mine  arm  is  the  horror  oi 
warriois.  Mine  is  honour  and  good  fortune  and 
glory,  and  my  suu  is  high  above  the  brillianl 
**  Areturub” 

Me  then  received  the  attack  of  the  horse  as  ibe 
parched  up  gnmml  the  first  ofvijienmi,  and  his 
thrusts  were  (lie  tin  lists  that  blinded  vision,  and 
ecjualled  fate  and  destiny  He  overthrew  heroes 
and  destroyed  wai  riors,  and  m  an  lioiu  blootl  was 
flowing  and  si  reaming,  .iiid  bowels  were  ripfietl  open 
When  the  i’ersums  oliservcd  these  dreadful  deeds, 
they  advanced  from  all  quarters  The  voice  oi 
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AiUrtv  was  like  the  thunder’s  peal,  and  his  thrusts 
more  rapid  than  the  ilush  ol'  the  lightning,  and  the 
Arab  Avarriors,  encouraged  at  his  sleaduiess,  loll 
coiivHicod  of  victory  «iftci  defeat ,  but  as  soon  a.s 
tlie  Persians  saw’  these  flescenihngmj.sjoriiiiji’Si  then 
lieatlH  regretted  what  had  jiassed,  <1111!  llie  land  aiul 
the  region  a])pearod  Loo  confined  for  them  ''rhe 
■whole  country  was  blackened  in  their  eyes,  then 
aviditv  was  frustrated  m  the  capture  of  the  sons  and 
daughters 

Aflaivb  continued  in  this  position  till  inuUda), 
and  thev  tmlod  in  the  ImltlL  fiercer  than  a  hla/.e  oi 
live.  And  when  the  heat  oppressed  ilie  narnoi-s, 
the  Persians  gave  wa},  and  sought  refuge  in  then 
lonls,  and  gave  a  louse  lo  then  despari  j\Iany 
were  the  horses  ilepnved  of  then  ndei^  'i'lieu 
eluel,  Kliosrewan,  slooil  \uidei  the  slaiidauls,  and 
the  delav  Hvnied  ledioii>,  for  lie  was  exjiecung  that 
Ins  t(itupaufou«  would  leturii  uilli  the  eapnve.^  .and 
the  suoil  ,  nluMi,  lo  ^  liiev  tmleed  leuinied,  but 
m  fliglil  O  HI)  lord,  the)  ened  in  rcple  to  Jus 
iptestuins,  ihe  Aralvs  liavc  vaucpiisheil  us — we  liave 
seen  a  prodigN  iimong  tliem — and  if*  you  do  lua 
come  dova.  upon  that  chosen  horseman,  not  a  head 
or  uid  of  us  will  survive  ;  foi  he  fails  not  where  he 
anus  ,  he  succceils  m  whatever  he  umlerlakes .  and 
if  he  attacks  a  whole  troop,  he  disperse*!  it ,  if  he 
assaults  a  horseman,  he  overthrows  him,  and  his 
voice  is  like  a  crash  of  lli nuclei  ,  the  nionienl  a  man 


ilcars  it  a  universal  ague  seizes  him ;  anti  lie  is  like 
.1  hori  when  lie  assaults,  ami  he  <l?’ires  'nray  tiie 
'van  iois  before  luiii  like  a  flack  ot  sheep 

As  Kliasrcwmi  heai'd  tins  lu*  wjis  greatly  enraged, 
and  lire  Hashed  Irnni  lua  eves  Whence  etnncsthis 
horseman,  he  exclaimed,  lo  tins  count ly  and  to 
wJiat  Aiali.s  IS  )a  relatiiP  Tlien  starting  IVoni 
heiieath  the  slaiulavils  ht  souglit  the  place  of 
slauglilci,  .uitl  the  scone  of  ailatk  In  his  hand 
he  bore  i  long  maoL  wiili  which  he  assailed  the 
troops,  he  ihved  tlirongh  the  dust,  aiul  the 
lieroc-s  fjemldetl  it  in.s  njaci‘,  .is  tlic  (hist  rolled 
over  Ins  horse 

Now  Mouzar  was  direct  mg  his  hon‘>  to  move  he- 
voikI  tile  prccmels  oi  Hindi  wlion  llie  torm  ol 
victory  and  triumph  iip]K*aicd  to  hmi  m  the*  otloin 
ot  tlial  black  hon  lie  suL  tloivii  in  \un  lent,  and 
sealed  Aiilar  liv  linn,  lor  he  was  dearer  to  Inmlhan 
all  his  family  md  relations,  he  congratulated  him, 
and  gave  hnii  to  i‘ai,  and  tliere  was  no  end  to  Ins 
altenl ions  and  kimlncss,  and  as  ho  engaged  to  him 
evcr\  lavoiii,lu  ‘^aid,  U  I  knew  ymir  heart  would 
he  gratified  h\  remaining  with  me,  1  would  send  a 
messengei  to  ymi  King,  and  would  ollei  him  iny 
rrieiulsln[j,  and  I  would  diim  linti  to  take  Ibla 
Irom  hei  latlioi,  .ind  send  lioi  U)  n>,  whether  be 
will  01  not  But  T  IciU  you  will  not  allow  me  to 
do,  what  yonr  heart  would  not  sanction 

1  cannot  [Kissibly  remain  lieic,  replied  AiUai  , 


overy  day  appears  a  tliousand  years  to  me ,  hut  I 
^wcar  by  all  your  muiiittconcc  towards  me,  were  even 
my  heart  lo  burst  with  the  flLM  cciie'^s  of  my  love 
and  passion,  I  will  not  quit  tills  country  till  I 
have  aeeonipli  ’  ed  your  wishes  ui  deslroviii«r  yoiii 
foul  enemies'  to-moirow,  by  the  ^race  of  God,  I 
will  I’out  then  army  ro-nioniou  I  will  go  out  to 
the  field  ol  battle,  1  will  challerige  Khosrewan , 
and  1  will  invite  him  to  leriTunate  the  afiau,  and  iP 
be  engages  me,  I  will  make  Iiim  drink  ol  die 
cup  ol  death,  and  alienrard.^  I  will  put  to  ilighi 
these  Iroojis  ol  Iior.se  ovei  tlic  plains  and  the 
deserts  When  they  had  Iniislied  eating  and 
drinking,  and  then  conversation  about  the  battle 
and  tbc  contest,  they  retired  to  rest  anil  sleep.  As 
aoon  as  the  morning  dawned  with  a  smile,  the 
horsemen  rushed  on  tinxious  foi  the  figlit  and  the 
conflict ,  and  as  Kliosrewan  was  prcjrinng  to 
proceed  to  the  field,  lo '  from  tlie  Arab  army  there 
came  ioitli  a  num  hciweeu  the  two  ranks,  and  stood 
conspicuous  amidst  the  two  armies,  and  both  parties 
garni  at  hrm  He  was  like  a  ^tiong  battlement, 
quite  imiucrsed  in  steel ,  in  his  hand  was  a  sjiarlding 
blade,  and  he  had  a  long  spear  slung  over  Imn,  and 
'  iincici  lum  wa.s  a  aiecd  ol  tlic  colour  of  gold, 
nulefiiijgable  in  Jahoui,  as  an  Arab  poet  has 
ilescnbed. 

Praise  a  yellow  st^cd  of  the  colour  of  gold,  loi 
lie  IS  of  the  iiorses  noblest  in  pedigree ,  hni  rider 


shall  oulstnp  every  warrior  in  the  beauty  of  his 
shape  and  paecs.  He  may  be  m  the  evening  at 
“  Tckmet,  aiul  in  the  morning  at  Aleppo  ” 

And  lie  gal  lopped  ovci  the  plain  to  and  fro,  and 
he  disclosed  a  coimleimnee  like  that  ul  a  Ghoul , 
tile  M'arrturs  and  lieroes  marked  him  and  la  •  it 
was  the  illustrious  chieftain  and  intrepid  warrioi, 
Aboolfawaris,  Antai  the  son  of  Sliedad,  and  he 
came  ibrlli  lo  put  an  end  to  the  Persian  eoiilest, 
and  to  slay  then  geiieraU  and  thus  return  to  his 
family  and  country  with  wealth  and  riches.  He 
dashcil  inlo  the  centre  of  the  army ,  he  disdained 
the  common  herd,  iincl  would  not  condescend  to 
challenge  them  He  Inust  on  the  right,  and  dis- 

coiiidted  It,  .mil  slew  threescore  ,ind  ten _ he 

ruslied  on  to  tlic  left,  and  forced  it  in  confusion  on 
the  right,  he  returned  again  lo  the  centre,  seeking 
carnage  and  liJoodshed  Jle  iras  mounted  on  a 
mare,  for  his  horse  Abjer,  wounded  the  day  liefore, 
was  still  unfit  foi  tlie  day  of  encounter  And  when 

he  was  in  the  centre,  between  tJie  two  armies _ he 

thus  spoke. 

Uehevo  my  paitis— ease  iny  sorrows.  Sally 
forth,  tiy  c,  every  lion  warxioi.  Taste  a  drauglit 
‘‘  at  the  ctlge  of  my  sword,  more  bitter  than  the 
“  ciijis  of  Absyntli  When  death  appears  in  the 
‘‘  crowded  ranks,  then  cluillemge  me  to  the  meet, 
ing  of  armies  Ye  Persians,  1  lieed  ye  not,  I 
lieed  ye  not.  Where  is  he  who  wslies  til  light 


“  niCi  md  uiinl"  lo  msikc  jru  drink  I1)l‘  iHjiini  nj 
dciilli  JJring  liiin  Inrlli,  Id  limi  si*i  wlml  lu 
“  wiU  nuc:l  Iroiu  niy  siu'fii  niuli'i  llu  ^liiuk's  ol  tfii 
\vin-<liist  1  swciii,  0  !l)la»  lio shall  out  ol  doatlj 
“  lU  thv  luscious  to  ihc  kis^,  lUul  l)\  thiiu 

“  eye.'.,  ami  all  llie  panns  r>r  their  enrhanttnem,  and 
lIu'U  beaut},  well  thy  luithtly  visiouar\  lonu 
“  not  to  <ip]>eai  to  niLj  iicNOi  shonlt!  I  taste  u1 
sleep  0  (lu)u  my  h(>pL'  ^  O  may  the  westei  ii 
“  liree/e  tell  thee  ol  in\  .lulent  wish  to  return 
*Mionic  iMa}  j!  wait  (bee  nu  salutiUion,  when 
the  '.parl\lm«  (hnvu  hursts  die  veil  oi  ni^ht 
^lci\  (hul  moisten  tii>  ni^ihts,  and  liedow  llu*i 
Mith  Ills  ram-rhavjijcd  eloiifU  May  ])euci.  dwell 
“  with  I  lire  «ts  )ou»  as  iJie*  uc'Steni  and  nordierti 
“  bn  ey.o  shall  iilow” 

■\Vhen  Anl.ir  had  linished— behold  Kliosiewnn — 
)ie  appeared  <fn  die  [dfun,  and  lie  was  mounted  <>?/ 
a  lon^-  laded  stieih  marked  witli  the  new  motin  on 
Ills  forthead,  amt  on  li^  body  was  a  strong-  coat  ol 
nimJ  well  kml  io^/Mhei,  tile  workm  uj.sJup  i^l’ Din  id 
ami  aimed  with  .in  mipeiial  cjis([Ui  aiul  a  flittering 
swoid  ,  and  nmicr  Ins  ilnglis  were  lour  small  darts, 
each  Ilk  I  n  blazinu  llnnie  And  when  lie  eanie* 
forth  on  tlie  Held  of  battle  he  roareil  aloud,  and  con- 
lemptunuslvol  tiicAiali.s  A ninr  assailed  limi  high 
arose  the  dust  about  them,  ai  that  they  were  hul 
from  the  sight  They  cNhibilcd  most  extraordmury 
prowess,  tficy  sepuralcd,  they  clung  to  each  othc!. 
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now  they  sported,  now  tlun*’ were  m  inrncst,  llio)* 
^rtve  ami  look,  they  wore  close,  they  were  apart, 
iinUl  it  was  mid-dti^,  and  both  luid severely  toiled. 
But  wlienevcL  Khosrc wan  attempted  to  iissad  Anlai 
and  strike  liim  with  Ins  mace,  lie  evei  four  I  him 
vigilant  and  on  In;i  guard,  and  aware  of  Jus  intent 
•30  he  darted  xiway  from  Imu  in  order  to  gallop  ovei 
Mie  field,  and  would  exhibit  all  his  maiiaiuvrcs  and 
stratagems ,  but  Aiitai  kept  him  employed,  tUid 
irearied  Inm,  and  prevented  Jns  executing  liw  dt'- 
signs,  so  that  the  chieltam’s  wratji  became  intense 
He  snatched  up  one  of  liis  darts,  and  shook  jL  and 
liurled  It  at  him — it  flew  trom  his  hand  like  the 
hhiuling  lightning,  or  desceudmg  fate  Antarstooil 
/Inn,  aiuf  wiieiiii  came  near  luni,  he  met  d,  and 
dexterously  turning  it  off  by  luij  shield,  it  hounded 
iwji) ,  and  fell  upon  the  ground  far  oH*.  IChosrcwan 
snatched  out  a  second  dart  and  levelled  it  at  him  , 
but  Antar  sprang  out  of  its  way,  ind  it  passetl 
harmless  He  aimed  ti  third  ,  but  Antar  rendered  it 
Irmlloss  by  lus  dexterity  and  Ins  persevering  activity 
He  liurlcil  the  fourth,  but  it  shared  the  same  fate 
as  the  others. 

VViicu  Khosrewan  saw  how  Antar  had  parried 
the  darts,  his  indignation  was  extreme  AgJnn  he 
look  up.  his  mace,  and  he  roared  even  as  a  lion  roai^ 
— then  stretching  himself  out  with  it,  he  luirlcilit, 
backing  it  with  a  howl  that  made  the  plains  aiul 
die  an  rebellow,  AnUii  threw  away  lus  spcai 


mitl  met  tlic  mace  anti  eiuigliL  it  with  Ins  right 
luind  in  ihc  air  ,  thciij  aiiinntj  ii  M  Khnsrcwan,  lu 
crictl  uuU  lake  thaU  thou  son  o(  a  Uvo  iheusan(( 
Jiornctl  cuckohP  I  am  the  lovci  of  ami  .mi 
aloiie — liie  l^liieinx  oJ  the  world.  KJiosjvwai)  saw 
Inin  tjras])  the  mace  in  tlic  an,  and  ^va^  iiornfletl, 
lor  his  strength  and  force  were  OKhiuisletl  He  re¬ 
treated,  iind  altem]Ued  to  lly  from  his  antagmusl,  loi 
lie  was  now  conviiieeO  ol  (ns  ileslmclion.  He  moved 
miifid  Ins  shield  hetiveeri  his  shoiildej**,,  bin.  lie  tell 
llial  Ins  fate  w'as  nigh  at  Jiand,  loi  the  niuei*  led 
ujion  his  shield  more  iorcihle  than  tla  sloiu  ol  a 
shim  ,  fnriouslv  it  rattled  on  tl\e  I’eisian  clnel,  and 
htiHed  him  oI!  Ins  sadille  to  the  distimce  ot  Iwclvi 
cubits,  and  broke  ins  ril)«  tmd  sna|)|Hd  hi.*,  spine 
T'lvcry  narnor  ira.s  mlen*i‘ly  agitatetl  at  tins  siii' 
prizing  ileed ,  and  when  tiie  Persians  saw  it  they 
were  bew  ildered ,  they  rushed  upon  Antar,  .igoinzeil 
as  they  w’cre  at  this  calaniuy,  and  exposed  their 
lives  to  certain  death  The  Arabs  received  them 
with  undaunted  couiago  at  the  jionits  ol  then 
spoai>,  and  their  spu  n  was  i'\iii)anued  hr  tlie  acts 
of  Anlai  Tlie  two  armies  assailed,  «uid  the  earth 
was  pounded  undei  the  trampling  ol'  the  horses. 
The  liorscmou  and  the  chiiis  eiu’<nmlei(.tl,  clouds 
ol  dust  thickened  ovei  then  heiuls  And  then 
lurv  increased,  till  lliev  w'ere  like  (iie  waves  ul 
the  hojsLerons  ocean  Spears  jienel rated  ibrougji 
Jienrts  and  waists,  heads  were  ilytng  oll^  blooil  was 
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cowards  were  scarciU  ihc  couragemis  in II  of 
fhv,  the  Kivii*  ol  Death  circled  round  llu]  cup  ol 
luoruilits  ,  and  the  commands  oi  t!u‘  Alost  Hij’h 
^rc^c  cvetnied  ii])on  them 

Atilm,  (he  liiiKmus  lion,  (ell  lie-  Iieart  artsua«:cd 
in  the  1md^t  tit  slmiii’hiei,  and  m  (he  c<meiissKm  ol 
hc’tvii’s  .md  uaif{(>i>  (h  exinhjied  i<mo.s  a/md.st 
the  concourse  ol’  hei(n*>>.  and  scattered  wlu*le  armies 
nvei  tlje  p1aln^7  and  ilie  mountains  Kin^  Mon- 
/ai  cried  out  aloud  to  his  iruops,  and  lhe\  ts- 
]Kjf;cd  themselves  lo  the  enem\  ruiiseil  al'n'sh  was 
the  ll;mii'  ol  wai  .  it  lieveeh  raided,  and  its  sparks 
(lashed,  the  dll'll  hlaekeiU'd  the  wlmle  land,  so  that 
batlicvnfh  arrd  hiavc'O  were  \‘er]cil  T/a  £»rcmn(l 
tottered  under  the  hooU  oj  ila*  imhle  sleisls,  until 
(he  swtat  even  moislcjud  then  ennaiK  Hkjod 
(lowed  Irom  ihetliroai*.  ol  liu  iliiels  Aiil  n  strewed 
the  hra\e  on  the  eaiih,  iiiui  souls  coni[»lained  ol 
their  ‘•nileimj^s  it)  him  who  knows  lIu*  sirreis  ol  the 
world  lie  ids  wi-ie  hewn  iiom  tlie  hi-aiu  hes  oj  then 
bodies,  and  thi‘  Persians  saw  m  (he  dtetls  ofAnfaj 
thill  dav,  what  lt‘rrilied  them,  and  mau-mfied  then 
Jmnoi  'Hhu  Tell  hfiek  in  Ilinhl  ii})on  ihe  plains  in 
at  tlien  dispersmii  and  discomlUiiru  and 
complnmm^’  ot  wliai  had  helalleii  their  nohks  and 
their  chu'ls  ^I'lie  ‘\rah.^  m  tluar  rein  drove  them 
uu  to  their  l^ilc,  nid  tiulv  then  desires  and  wishes 
wii’c  accoiujillbhed  As  they  exnhed  in  (In*  rcidi/aH 
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Uon  of  {\\v\i  hopes  and  expectations,  they  crowckal 
voiiml  Amur  to  thunk  ami  praise  him,  ami  iie 
stood  hefore  them  like  uiu  nnnicrscd  in  a  sea  of 
blood.  Then  as  he  recollected  llie  horrois  he  hud 
sii/Ibicd,  these  verses  )>oiled  in  his  heart,  and  lie 
thus  cxclanned  — ~ 

“  Ask,  0  Ahsian  maul,  my  spear  and  my  swmaS 
“  what  they  did  on  the  day  oi  the  battle  ol  the  Pei  - 
sians.  I  stee])L‘d  them,  whilst  the  speai  n-oretl 
tlii’oiigli  llie  Imrse,  in  the  hhxwl  of  the  loe  mixed 
“  with  biltei  AhsyiUh  1  dispersed  the  army  that 
bellowed  out  their  thiuidors,  and  beueatli  it  flashed 
“  the  hjirhtmim  ol  llien  swords,  mounteil  as  L  wais 

n  o 

on  a  noble  Arab  ehurgei,  that  flies  wlien  the 
“  swoid  blades  craslun  ihe  hiflil ,  he  nemb.s  for  joy 
whilst  the  spears  are  directed  .it  him,  ih.it  vilirale 
like  speckled  serpents  I  urged  him  into  the  sca 
of  deaths,  ho  snorted,  and  plunged  mlo  the 
‘‘  tempestuously  roaring  waves  Mow  many  horse- 
“  men,  0  Ibhi,  at  ilm  edge  ol  my  hnilclnon  have  lorn 
their  hands  with  iluar  teeth  m  rejientance  f  but  T 
felled  them  down  on  the  battle  jilam,  lliul  tiic  wild 
beasts  and  eagles  and  hovering  viiitiires  might 
drink  of  their  blood  I  must  love  the  tribe  ol' 
Ahs,  were  tliey  even  to  shed  my  bltaxl  iime- 
“  venged,— such  is  my  love  lor  thee,  llioii  dauglilei 
“  of  noble  chiefs  ^  I  will  endure  the  burthen  of 
grievances,  and  sorrows,  and  captivity,  and  shew 
that  I  am  a  warnoi  and  the  soii  ol  d  warrioi 
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May  tlic  peace  of  God  be  with  lliee,  O  Ibla^soon 
“  wili  1  cD»K’  io  llicc  wjUj  my  trophies’  ” 

Aiitai  Iviiviiig  iinished  these  versos,  the  chiels  and 
the  uanun>>  wort'  .isionished  at  his  t.4o{)iieiicc,  «uu! 
they  lejiain  tl  with  the  s[M)ji  and  ])liin(lcr  tu  the  pre- 
‘^eiiee  m  Km^  iMuiizai,  who  started  up  to  meet 
Aiitai ,  ki  .SI  d  him  helwecii  the  eyes,  and  could  only 
eongr.uul.ile  hmi  on  lus  salety,  ioi  he  xvas  con- 
(oiHuled  at  such  instances  ol’lns  hi ivver\  noi*senuui 
ol  lheiia\,  he  <  ned,  pmtectoi  ol  Abs  and  Atlnan  ’ 
all  tlial  the  l*eJ'^l{nl.■>  have  lelt  this  day  be  ihmc,  O 
Kni":!itol  tlie  time  and  ane  ’  lor  thou  hast  earned  it 
sunrd  and  tJi)  --peai  'riiou  (last  hrougiit 
peace  and  com  tori  to  the  Aiahs  Let  this  plundei 
he  a  jiranl  from  iiu*  to  thee,  (oj^etlier  with  the  Asn- 
feer  camels,  .uid  inoreovei,  out  oi  mine  own  will  I 
hestou*  nnineusc  \uvdth  on  lliw,  (mt  1  (amiot.  pci- 
nut  llu'i*  to  wed  the  danghtei  of  t|i\  uncle  any 
wJunchiil  here  will)  niojii  ihisLunl,  and  I  w))J  Jidh) 
all  thy  wishes  and  thy  desiteb,  loi  1  am  resolved 
to  send  letters  to  the  tnhes,  and  to  assomhle  the 
hoides  fiotn  the  wateis  and  the  'Springs,  «nul  make 
reads  loi  wai  anainsl  the  just  Kingv 

O  mv  lord,  expel  that  thought  tVoni  your  mind, 
cried  x\ntai,  lor  by  lliellle  of  the  eyes  ol  Ihla,  to 
me  the  stvong(‘sL  o!  oaths,  I  alone  will  staml  thee 
in  stead  ol  the  whole  nice  oi  \rabs  —never  will  I 
(‘ease  from  the  blow  s  of  niy  Indian  sw'ord  till  1  have 
notlclt  111  your  [ircsence  one  ol  your  enemies  ahve, 


Jiol  ii  nu'koifl  oj  Muri'ovo),  nj?  J))y  JnlOjHio/i 

to  pul  ?u  |M?sscs.si<iU  of  llie  lliittue  c/Z  N^tslurvan 
]\2oii/£(i  I'Xfjrc'iibfd  his  (iiauks,  (nr  lie  kiu'u  Ik'  ('(vukl 
|iL'r(<>im  whiit  Ik*  pi'oimsud,  ^lmn  w  Iiat  lu  had  iiik 
sc'r\i'(I  ol' In'*  mti't.*jmlil\  iii  tliu  biiiclv  lolliiiM  dust 
'^riuis  i1r’\  uucjvil  Iliralk  ami  rnjnitvd  ni  tlu'u 
vu'lnvv  and  tnuinj>h,  aiul  Aiilar  wont  lu  tlu  hylu- 
taliuii  that  was  pri'jjaiotl  jov  luin  Alonzai  ivtUTd 
to  roai ,  l)iji  he  was  'ally  iljsipnotL’ilj  and  Twirfii 
CIju.wo  and  Ins  sirainm'ms 
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0\' (he  irexi  day  wfuaj  Ahaizai  mvis  sen  it’d  on  (he 

ihroiio  of  lns  km;id()ni, iUul  llie  hoiscnicn  ol'liis  elun 

were  around  liun*  llie\  consulteil  4iiul  ileliberaled, 

* 

ami  lhe\  were  un  iniinuus  that  the  Aral»s  shoiikl  be 
wrnlcn  t<.K  .mil  pieeaulions l)o  taken  against  Nushii- 
eriii  And  wlien  die\  had  (‘ouu  to  /'(■'•oluKon, 
tin  alteurlanl  t  nteied.  .nul  kissing  the  giouiul,  said 
— ()  K WIN,  exi client  luliUHs  tni  vou  in  the  anival 
ol  v'ouv  \  t/iei  VnncK),  tin*  son  ot  Nl-cIi  i  !  i  '  Now  tins 
vr/.ier  was  one  ot  the  oldest  men  ol  the  flgCj  toi'  lie 
was  foul' hundred  vivusuld,  lie  was  a  i  {{  versed  m 
lnst(n\,  and  anjnaiiued  with  eve»'\  e\ent,  ami  he  was 
one  Ml  tin  wise  men  w  lio  had  preihiied  liii' ini-sion 
ol  Alolinni  ed  thesi'aioi  Ib-opliels  and  ileleu-utcs , 
atid  Ik  Ncnerallv  lesided  at  Aleeca,  expeelini*;  Ins 
.i|;(jcaianee.  drat  he  imghf  heihrecfed  livhis  hifht. 

AVlien  Mon/ar  lieard  of  his  arrual  Jicw as  rejoieed 
tUid  delighted  at  tiic  good  news  In  a  short  time  lie 
picsented  liiniselt,  and  saluled  him  iMon/.ai  spiangr 
up  to  meet,  him,  eongiatnlaled  liim.  ami  sainted 
fnrii  O  (Jhiel,  sard  lie,  u*e  txmit  jusf  at  the 
ver\  moment  you  are  rcipnred,  foi  I  ,im  ovei- 
wliohued  witli  anxiety  ,  and  lui*  Us  rcniuval  I  depend 


first  on  God,  and  then  on  yon  1  am  i|inte  discon¬ 
solate  at  the  state  oi’  my  allairbj  and  I  have  repented 
of  >vlmtl  litivc  done,  and  I  wish  for  you,  0  Vizici, 
to  bear  sonic  ol*  my  biirthcnb 

And  wiicu  he  had  mtormed  him  ol  all  that  had 
passetl  between  Inin  and  Chosnie — You  liavc  in¬ 
deed  .icted  wrong,  0  King,  said  Amroo,  in  tins 
hnsmesb  ,  verily  as  soon  as  1  heard  the  news,  1  came 
as  fast  as  I  could  from  the  land  ol  Mecea  and  the 
sacred  sin  me,  feaiTu I  lest  voui  countiv  should  be 
laid  waste,  and  tlie  Arab  ciiiels  deslroved  by  the 
hands  of  the  worshi})})ers  ol  fire,  and  you  would 
be  thus  involved  in  disgrace?  and  in  misery  Indued, 
I  liavo  rectm  I  mended  to  you  a  ihousnnd  lune.^ 
not  to  make  the  (ire-wovslnppei'h  youi  encimeb, 
until  yon  shouhl  heai  that  Mecca  is  illunuiuiled 
with  the  light  and  appeaiance  oi  the  chosen  I’vophet 
to  be  sent  troin  Aihian,  for  llieii  will  the  tuiuplcsof 
fire  he  cxlmgaished,  and  the  palace  he  ri?nl  but 
now  you  have  only  lo  hend  to  erroi,  and  lake  care 
to  obey  ihe  orders  ol  this  monarch,  oven  sliould  lie 
outrage  voin  Foi  you  have  slam  his  saliap  and 
cut  up  (us  horsemen,  ^o  beware  ol  las  decoils. 
Modcialion  is  now  most  .ulvisable,  i enounce  writing 
to  the  Arabs,  but  have  patience  till  T  go  to  jMu- 
duyin,  and  obsone  ilb  inhalntanlb,  and  mark  the 
slate  of  afiairs,  I  w’  '  visit  their  minister,  Muhiilan, 
and  request  (mn  to  give  up  tins  pint,  and  direct 
him  to  avert  from  us  theiil-wili  ol  Nushirvaii 


Vour  advice  is  most  jiidicioii'^,  said  Moiizar,  act, 
0  Vizici,  d6  ii  seems  fit  lo  you  ,  I  will  oiipose  lunlimg 
you  say.  So  Ainroo  wont  to  i'e])iisc  hiinseH\  and 
ihcu  Mon/ai  rcporteil  to  him  the  deeds  of  Aiuai, 
how  he  Imd  slam  Khosrewmi,  anti  deslroMtl  «m 
armvol’twniiv  thousand  hoise  and  luui  e;i\unvic- 
lorv  to  the  Aiah  \vari7(n>  aHej  iiien  del  eat  anti 
(hp;!!^  the  Viziei  was  astoinslietl  aLAiilai-s  acts, 
and  uiirepiditv,  so  sii])eric)r  were  they  lo  any  thing 
hitherto  knuun  m  deserts  or  towns 

On  the  third  tla\  the  \  iziei  Aniroo  mounted  his 
horse  and  repaned  to  Mudaym,  iuivuig  lirst  ivcom- 

mended  iMon/ai  to  treat  Anlui  with  attention  and 

* 

kiiidm'ss  iiui  to  piesent  luni  tiom  rcturiimg  to  his 
own  toiinlrv  Ho  liaversed  the  deserts  and 
valed  ]jiates  till  he  readied  MndaYm>  when  he 
presented  hmisell  lo  JMnbidan,  the  Ca/i  ol  the 
worshippers  of  fire,  wulioul  cereinuii\  and  ivithoirt 
permission.  iMiihulun  lose  up  in  liasle  to  meet  him, 
and  received  him  witli  ihe  highest  honour  anddistmc- 
lion,  he  made  him  su  hy  him,  and  spuke  to  him  in 
the  most  inendlv  niaimci,  saying, —  Wliat  has 
induced  you  lo  visit  me?  What  lui;.  imule  you 
irouble  )(nuTll  about  me  ?  I  was  not  at  hand  when 
tlie-se  evem.s  took  place,  said  tJie  Viziei,  ,md  2  was 
not  pie.soiU  at  these  occinrencos  ,  [  was  at  Alecca, 
ind  in  those  parts,  hut  as  soon  as  the  news  reached 
me,  and  1  lieard  how  King  IMonzar  had  eaten  the 
<lal''s  willi  the  stones,  I  w^as  convinced  that  irouble.s 
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would  arise  between  them  I  came  it  lull  sjjeeil 
fui  I  fearcil  some  <4rcal  disasieij  and  I  wished  lo 
settle  the  business  ere  I  died  Ihii  I  did  not  an  ivi 
till  all  was  ovei  ,  so  1  Imve  hurried  to  yim.  ui  onlei 
to  arrange  mat tei>.  iearni"  that  tlnselimnan  eonsi- 
derulions  Mould  brnij>  alioiit  uimec‘e>siirdv  disatiTee- 
aliie  conseijuenees  d'lieielore^  0  ClueC,  bel)eiiev<iK  iit 
as  ion  ji,  UN  l<nu  1 1  It'S?'  is  in  yoiti  funm,  and  Ik  tiol 
revon^etul  on  ticcoum  ol  a  dillennce  n\  rehj^uni 

Mnliid.m  nas  pliviM’fl  Jrom  ins  lieaH,  and  llic 
llaiiu’  o!  lusaiiiiti  "as  i'xtiu”jui>iieil  ()  \mroo„ 
said  lu  »  beloie  \ou  ai  rival  I  had  riMilved  to  arrange 
this  Inj'Jiiu  ss  the  arnu  has  retiinieil  muled,  .aid 
ilselnet  ha  been  slam,  hut  i  havi  not  rojioried 
tills  eneumstaneo  tolhe  jnsl  Km^-,  i^ai  liil  that  hl<iofl 
would  hi  s’ucd,  and  nun  he  slau^lilereii  1  have 
also  UM  anxietv  tdioiit  events  wlueli  have  liiteiv  oi- 
eiined,  and  I  "ish  to  reliive  the  heart  ol  the  Ivm^^ 
ol  some  <»l  his  Imilhens  ,  Itn  i;<jvenrnieHfs  su'L'n 
as  men  siekem  and  tliev  havi*  no  (ilhei  [ihvsieian 
inii  lhi‘n  Nizans.  and  iIu-m  areat'<|iininU'd  with  \hi 
evils  and  the  ri medics 

Wliai  Is  It,  eried  Amroo,  that  has  Uoiihled  the 
heavi  ol  tliejust  Kme  ,  lor  he  is  the  ruler  oi  all  the 
tribes'  ^  ou  knoM  tiiat  llu  I'aiijuM-oi  of  (Ireeer, 
answered  Mubidan,  has  alwius  been  aeensiomed  to 
send  to  C!ho.si'oe  a  vast  ijnaijiitvor^puods,  and  preeious 
stones  and  metals  iiiid  jewefs,  *iiu{  male  and  femali 
European  bhives,  and  other  objccb,  m  sliurt,  lliut  the 
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tongue  ihils  iii  (Icseriliuig  \l  thi;*  jire.sfiit  Imieu  Gre¬ 
cian  cluoi' is  eome  wilh  the  treasure,  iiiul  in  Ills  suite 
*irL  five  liun<irei!  lioi’seiiicii  o(  !ii^  nation,  aiul  ten 
)>ne>tN  ami  fi\e  uiunks,  he  presented  luniseU  betore 
(’(u>M-()L‘in  (ns palaa, and  spoke  to  inm  iiyaniiderprc- 
lei  savin « — ()  iiii^lil^  Kni«,  I  am  indeed  come  with 
the  vvealtli  and  jewels  aiul  nth  piest^nts,  such  .is  fire 
cannot  ooiisuiine.  .ind  heautilnl  vii muis  and  slaves, 
hut  r  must  make  one  stipulation  with  yiHi,  v)/  that 
1  will  not  di‘hvei  them  to  vou,  nnh'ss  \tJii  have 
a  liorseman  that  <'an  vaiujuisli  me  m  tlie  field  ot 
battle 

Nowlhe  cause  ol  the  aiaival  o[  tins  Cliicl, eotUinueil 
\1  ul)ulan,ani]  of  Ills  ap[)i‘araiiCL  lieioiv  (’hosroc,  was 
lilts  exliaonlmarv  tircumstancc  ~  Ilcliatl  (pulled 
ilie  Isle-  ot  tin  >viu  m  ouler  to  visit  the  holv  slirme 
.It  <it nisalt'in.  md  liu  lonniain  oi  pi.iti  ,  and  wlion 
Ills  pilMTiinane  was  itoiiunaicd,  he  lie.ird  a  good  re¬ 
port  ol'iliv  crtiis  of  "^tna,  mj  ht'  rep.irrid  (hidiej, 
and  loiiled  tlun  sona  tune,  and  one  da\  hmin^  m 
the  ])reseiua‘ ()l  llanlh,  in  the  course,  lit  txhihiled 
Ills  hoisi  iiiaiehip  and  iutrepidu\,  !ai  snperioi  to 
the  otliei  horsemen  jlanth  luivnig  remai  ked  his 
extiaordni  ir\  prowes",  "eiil  lor  him  iiid  piescnled 
lum  with  a  ioIk,  and  exalletl  him  in  tank  above  th(» 
noble'*  o/‘  Itis  c<air!,  .iceommoc fated  linn  in  a  house 
suitable  to  his  siaimn,  and  supplied  him  with  pro¬ 
visions 

Ami  Ilariih  tor  a  long  lime  engaged  Imn  against 


the  warriors,  and  lie  ovcrciime  every  antagonist  iii 
force  and  ability,  and  m  course  of  tune  be  conquered 
all  the  avnncs  of  Syria,  who  acknowlcdgecl  bus  intrepi¬ 
dity  and  suncnovity,  and  yielded  to  him  the  highest 
boiioin.*«,  so  that  linrith  great ly  rejoiced  in  Inin,  and 
be  said,  this  is  uidocd  the  swoi’d  of.IesiiR,  and  he 
resolved  to  present  him  to  the  Ucinan  Einperoi 
So  he  -virote  to  l)ie  Eniperni.,  and  nienliunecl  wlial 
fcaU  this  Clue!  had  performed  Keep  him  with 
yon,  s:ikI  he  in  lus  letiei,  and  prevent  his  re¬ 
turning  to  llic  Isles  ol  the  Sea,  m  order  that  you 
may  olitaiiu  tlirough  him,  what  yon  wish  and  tlesire 
from  the  Arabs  and  the  worsbijipei of  lire,  ,nid 
he  sent  bis  letter  by  a  mc.-sengei 

On  the  next  dav  Ilariib  dispatelicd  the  Chicl  with 
apartvof  Ins  attendants  to  wait  on  the  Emperor 
The  messenget  travelled  with  the  lettei  till  he 
reached  Antioch,  and  being  admitted  to  the  pre¬ 
sence,  be  dcliveied  him  llic  l(‘ltei,  wliieh  he  took 
and  read,  and  having  understood  its  secret  meaning, 
was  rejoiced  m  the  Clnci  1  le  even  went  out  to  meet 
bun  Avilli  all  the  nobles  of  his  court,  and  inmislers 
of  the  kingdom.  So  when  the  Cbiol  rcaclietl  the 
suburbs,  lie  w\as  greatly  siii’])riscd,  .is  were  all  Ins 
companions,  for  ho  thought  this  meeting  ol  the  Em- 
peroi  was  accidental,  not  being  aware  ol  the  letlei 
Hanth  liad  sent  forward  The  Chief  dismounted 
and  ci’ossmg  his  face  before  be  spoke,  kisseil  the 
earth  in  the  presence  of  the  Empcroi,  who,  imich 
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'=;iU’pnscil  at  the*  courtesy  of  his  manners^  desirctl 
him  to  remount  his  horse,  and  taking  him  by  his  hide, 
tliey  all  returned  together  to  Antioch,  every  one 
<razin«‘ oil  the  (jluef^aml  .‘lalotushetl  at  his  gigantic 
sliape  and  stature,  till  they  arrived  .it  the  city, 
when  all  then  .uixiety  and  iroubk  being  at  an  end, 
every  one  rclunieil  home  And  lliere  being  no  one 
pi'cscnt,  ilie  lilinperoi  sat  ih>wn,  and  made  the 
Ciiiof  do  so  likewise  by  Ins  side,  and  invited  him 
lo  loll  his  adventures,  .ind  oOered  liiiu  nehes  and 
jiossessions 

O  most  beneficent  monarch,  said  llie  CliieJ,  I  Ich 
not  my  country  m  search  of  wealth,  but  tlie  reason 
ot  my  departure  was  to  seek  the  reward  ol  virtue 
and  meritorious  acts  I  have  reached  voui*  pre¬ 
sence,  and  my  wish  is  to  cxliibit  iny  jirovvoss  before 
die  inhabitants  of  (lus  land,  that  1  may  attain  the 
object  of  my  desires.  ’’Fhc  Enipcroi  si  lowed  tfie 
warrior  every  possible  attenl.on 

Now  the  name  of  this  Chief  was  Badhramooi ,  lie 
reinamed  three  days  as  the  Emperor’s  guest,  on  the 
third  lie  appeared  on  tlio  plain,  and  the  horsemen 
came  out  agamst  him,  Imt  they  ret reatcil  from  before 
him  in  shame  and  disgrace,  and  he  remained  galloping 
about  like  a  dujmon  Eor  three  days  he  conlunudly 
exliihited  himself  on  the  course,  till  he  hail  marked 
tdl  the  troops  of  the  Empeioi  in  the  combat,  and 
when  the  Emperor  perceived  his  su]xH'ior  skill,  he 
was  much  surprised,  and  wished  to  dctiun  him  witli 
lusn,  that  he  nught,  tlirough  him,  be  victorious  ovc^^ 


his  criLMiucs  ,  ami  amongst  other  things  ho  thoughi 
o)‘  inarrying  him  tohisdaiighloi,  <iiul  oJ  .sJjaring  wJlh 
him  Ills  i1ominions» 

OiK  (lav  Bailhrainoot  oumu  lo  the  Iviiporoi 
and  lound  luni  sitliii«f  down*  am!  all  his  Ironsures 
borort;!  him ,  ho  was  selociing  the  host  inotals  and 
|0\vols,  and  was  puttuig  thoni  in  cops,  and  was 
sealing  them  tip,  and  w'as  jnickinjF  I  hem  up  in 
bjixos,  and  was  proparmi**  diem  Ji?i  a  long  lonrnev 
l)\  land  Badhrainoot  was  nuidi  agitiiun!  and  mu- 
prised  at  this  'Uu  wliom  do  voii  intciul  soiulinir 
this  treasure he  asked  To  Chosroe  Nuslinvaii, 
the  lord  ot‘ the  crown  and  jwiatv,  rojilunl  the  I  jik 
peroi,  lor  lie  is  tlic  King  of  J’ersiaanti  neelenij  <iml 
the  rulci  of  imiioiis  O  monarch,  this  King,  js 
he  Jiot  «/’ tJie  roligioM  <>J  Jesus  tin*  son  oi  " 

the  chieC  asked  He  the  great  King,  lu'  repluil. 
and  ho  wM)rshi])s  lire,  and  he  lias  annios  and  allies 
wliosc  nuinhers  are  nu'iilci liable,  .iiul  miihis  aceonnt 
r  send  him  ti'ihuie,  and  keep  linn  away  iVom  my 
own  eountr) 

At  these  words  the  light  heemne  darkness  m 
JladhrauKKiiV  exvs  Hy  y(an  oxislence,  O  Kuig, 
said  he,  I  eamiol  allow  any  one  to  adore  aught  hut 
the  INTossiali,  in  ihiSi  world.  We  must  M  age  a  sa¬ 
cred  wat,  .ind  ha\L  a  cnisaiie  against  the  inhabitants 
ol  that  land  and  thosL  cities  How  can  you  sub¬ 
mit  lo  tliih  disgrace  am!  iiuhgml>,  anti  luimble 
Youvself  to  a  worslnppei  of  lire ,  you  wlio  .ire  the 
^'Iniperorof' the  tx'Iigroii  ol  (Ire  Cross,  and  the  Pricats 


j^owii  ^  I  swuarby  Imu  who  withdrew  adoml  hotly 
Iron!  I  lie  earth,  tindhreathotl  uuoeIa>,  .mtl  ihert 
caim  lorlU  birds  .iiid  beasts,  1  wiU  not  peimit  you  to 
SL’iicl  Aliese  ^ikkIs  aiul  piesenls.  unless  1  <:;n  alst) 
against  Uu)se])eoj)lc,  .uidilgliL  them  with  thesword’^ 
ed«r  1  will  eiiii'aiie  tiu*  'rnmrs  ol  CMiosroe,  .iiid 
exeil  niv  •'li'cnuitb  ao-ainsl  them  ,  d’  I  am  slam,  then 
von  niav  stand  to  vour  eovenaiit 

Rid  11, •»  oi  tills  iiflan.  exL'lamiod  the  Empertu  , 
avert  and  \utlKha\\  lioin  us  the  siijircmacy  ot 
Chosioe  anil  ins  armies .  but  do  not  open  n)xm  us  a 
gate  wludi  \vi'  dinll  not  be  able  to  close  and  il  you 
wish  to  inaki.  .ijiairney  to  the  land  ol  lla  King, 
with  lliest'  presents,  and  when  voii  aie  in  lus  pn- 
scnce,  toll  linn  your  own  story — evnnune  iheexleni 
ol’liis  tlomimon,  and  lus  horsemeiij  and  the  luimbei 
of  Ins  troops,  and  lus  allies  Ask  him  to  lei  \ou 
light  his  bold  warriors — wbalevei  voti  desue,  hi 
will  giant  vou ,  and  when  you  ha\e  engaged  llu  ' 
horsemen  and  succeeded  in  youi  attempt,  tlun  in- 
lorm  me,  that  I  may  shew  you  what  I  can  do  Hiu 
jl  you  liiul  that  lus  jiowcr  is  too  gTOiit,  coniure  him 
so  Kpaiv  tills  land  and  realm 
Radlnamooi  agreed  to  tins  pio)iusal,and  hede[iari-. 
ed  ivilh  the  presents,  and  lie  arrived  at  Modavin. 
hiN  hear  I  iVei*  Irom  leai  He  went  to  (diosroe  and 
presented  Ins  lettei,  .uid  said  through  mimterprelei , 
0  most  glunoiis  Kmg,  you  Know  that  Kings  will 
not  siibinn  m  tribute  until  they  have  boon  viui- 
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quislied  in  battle  [  am  now  come  with  all  tluf? 
properly  as  presents  to  you  ,  but  I  wlsli  to  avert 
tins  disgrace  from  the  Christians,  iind  I  will  crm-ao’c 
your  warriors  in  your  presence.  If  they  slay  me  in 
the  combat,  my  blood  is  rightfully  your’s ,  but  if  I 
um  superior  to  all  your  heroes  and  combatants,  tliou 
relieve  us  from  tribute,  and  do  not  expose  mankind 
to  difllcullios  and  hardships,  for  m  all  religions  il  is 
tyranny  iaricl  o[)pression  to  shed  blood 

All  this  being  interpreted  to  Cliosroe,  his  angci 
and  indignation,  lliougli  considerably  cxcitcd,  were 
softened  by  tlie  mildness  of  the  Cl)jcftain*s  represen* 
tations  lie  pondered  the  subject  some  time,  and 
then,  being  convinced  that  he  Jiad  only  made  a 
reasonable  demand,  lie  turned  toururds  Ins  satraps 
and  said— Take  this  Chieftain,  and  conduct  him  to 
n  mansion  suitable  to  Ins  rank,  with  his  suite,  and 
provide  them  willi  every  thing  to  cat  and  drink, 
that  we  may  comply  with  Ins  requests,  lot  the 
property  be  loft  w’jth  Intn,  tJial  we  may  likewse 
iulfil  his  intention  to-morrow  we  will  go  to  the 
plain  to  view  tlic  combat  of  tlie  Iiorseinen,  and  M'e 
will  not  receive  the  prescnls  but  on  your  terms. 

Accoidmgly  the  satraps  conducted  tlie  Chief  and 
bis  suite  to  a  spacious  mansion,  and  left  all  the 
property  with  them  The  next  day  the  armies 
mounted ''and  repaired  to  tlie  plain,  and  all  being 
assembled,  Cbcsroe  mounted  Ins  horse,  surrounded 
by  the^^5.tandards  and  ensigns,  and  when  the 
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hro  parties  were  drawn  up,  the  Chief  came  forward 
like  a  huge  camel,  Jus  priests  and  monks  atteiulmg 
him ;  lie  urged  on  his  horse  into  the  field  of  conteii-' 
tion,  and  the  brave  heroes  were  rnshing  upon  him 
from  all  sides ,  but  Chosvoc  issued  oixlcrs  m  lus 
people  that  they  should  draw  lots,  and  thus  pro¬ 
ceed  m  rotation  against  him,  and  whoever  should 
conquci  him  should  receive  all  the  presents  he 
brought  with  him. 

When  the  conibatants  heard  tins,  they  retired 
from  the  scene  of  combat  and  drew  lots,  and  tlio  lot 
fell  upon  tbo  first  of  tlic  generals  named  Shirkan, 
son  of  Tirkan.  lie  sallied  out  against  the  Chief, 
but  the  Grecian  wni  rioi  wailing  till  he  Ctame  close 
to  ban,  drew  Ins  foot  out  of  his  sUrnip,  struck  him 
on  the  breast  with  Ins  fool,  and  hurled  him  on  tlif 
ground  The  whole  body  of  hoi  semen  were 
confouiulcd,  and  their  hmbs  trembled  within  them 
Again  they  drew  lots,  anti  the  lot  fell  upon  a 
sturdy  warrior,  one  of  the  woi shippers  of  fire  he 
fought  with  various  arms,  and  he  was  indefatigable 
in  the  combat'  he  rushed  at  him  armed  with  a 
mace,  roaring  like  a  lion ,  he  opened  wide  lus  arm 
as  he  came  near  to  him,  and  endeavoured  to  strike 
him  and  knock  him  down;  but  the  Chief  struck 
him  with  the  but-end  of  his  speiir,  and  dashed  him 
to  the  caitli ;  he  had  already  drawn  out  the  barb 
from  his  spear;  and  there  was  not  a  combatant  tliat 
came  forward  but  he  stretched  him  on  the  ground 
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and  before  the  dose  of  the  day  fie  had  vanquished 
a  hiuidrcd  valmnt  warriors.  Then  Chosroc  sent 
foi  him,  and  received  iiim  kindly,  and  gave  hun 
a  robe.  Dy  the  burning  of  fire  and  its  fiames,  said 
he,  you  have  earned  all  tins  property  from  tlicse 
vile  miscreants. 

Chosroe  then  returned,  and  he  was  gi’oally 
enraged  with  Ins  own  troops,  hut  the  Cliioltam 
was  rejoiced,  and  he  reposed  that  night  m  security 
The  next  day  he  returned  to  the  contest,  and 
Nushiiwan  also  mounted  his  horse,  and  tlic  combat 
was  tlie  same  as  the  first  day ,  and  the  Grecian 
quitted  not  the  scene  of  action  till  he  iu\d  overcome 
more  than  a  hundred  warriors,  many  with  theu*  nhs 
broken,  suffbrmg  the  pangs  of  death  and  pcrdU/oii. 
And  CJiosrop  was  cxcnoilmgly  wralli  walJi  hjs  troops. 

Thus  continued  the  Chief  to  enwaire  the  heroes 
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of  Persia  for  fifteen  days,  and  he  excelled  them  all , 
and  the  armicb  of  Chosroc  were  disii-raccd.  In 
affliction  he  passed  the  night,  and  he  rose  up  to 
grief  and  gloom  jVtatlers  wore  in  tins  situation, 
wlien  lo  •  Mubidan  entered  0  Vizicr,  cued  Chos- 
roc,  Avatch  over  us  in  this  important  aiFau  ,  behold 
what  IS  befalling  us  with  respect  to  this  experi¬ 
enced  Greek,  foi  verify,  lie  will  tear  our  empire  m 
pieces  with  Ins  intrepidity,'  and  wc  are  unable  to 
nd  ourseliTS  of  Ins  2x>ivei  I  iviijJi  lo  irrite  to 
Khosrewan,  to  conic  to  us  with  Jiis  horsemen 
agauut  tins  Grecian  devil 


Kcfranx  iVom  sucli  expressions,  O  King,  snid 
Miibiclan,  for  you  may  still  accomplish  youi  wish, 
and  degrade  and  hold  in  conlenipt  ihijs  Clucrtaiii, 
and  the  aihin  tcrininale  to  your  glory  and  'iuccess. 
How  can  that  he  ?  said  ihe  King,  and  what  do  you 
propose  ^  My  opinion  is,  said  lie,  that  you  wnio 
to  yoiu  Lieutenant,  King  Monzai,  the  i  iiler  of  the 
Arabs,  under  whose  coininand  are  all  the  tribes,  aiul 
order  him  to  send  you  a  few  of  his  slaves,  and  tliey 
will  suiij  ligate  for  you  this  obstinate  Chief,  and  will 
accomph>>)i  what  you  covet  and  desiie,  for  the 
Arab  Ijorsemen  are  the  horsemen  of  victory  and 
conquest,  they  only  are  brought  up  in  plains  and 
rocks,  m  battle  and  slaughtei  ,  in  such  emergencies 
the  liorsi  men  of  Hljaz  are  most  reiiowiiefl ,  but  oiii 
horsemen,  O  Kmy*  of  the  win  lil,  tire  only  famed  for 
inaijiuncont  entortainmciUh 

Tile  King  laughed,  and  said — Mow  can  tins  be 
broiig] It  about,  Mubulan  ^  Monzar  isiri  italed  against 
us  by  wlial  has  happened  botween  me  and  Jiim, 
owing  to  the  satrap  Kliosrcwan,  who  is  now  gone 
against  him  with  his  troops  and  lorccs,  and  X  Imve 
no  mtelligeiicc  of  him  Live  fox  evei,  O  King  ol 
the  world,  said  Mubidan  ,  Imt  for  join  Satrap,  the 
lire  has  received  Ins  soul,  and  itG  smoko  and  its 
ftames  have  consunied  him.  His  army  is  returning 
routed  and  beaten  I  have  kept  this  circunistance 
<1.  secret  from  you,  but  now  the  fire  Ims  made  me 
Juiik  It  projier  to  disclose  it  to  you 
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O  Vjzicr,  said  Cbosroc,  greatly  distressed — la  this 
extremity,  what  is  your  plan  j  how  can  I  possibly 
send  to  Monzar,  now  that  he  has  rent  in  pieces  my 
honour,  and  slain  ti  satrap  of  my  government  ^ 

0  King,  said  the  Vizier,  the  honor  of  your  Em¬ 
pire  is  m  his  hands — he  alone  can  save  it ;  for  he 
possesses  a  warrior  of  the  race  of  Adnan,  who  would 
encounter  every  horseman  and  hero  you  possess. 
Then  inlortning  him  of  all  that  concerned  Antar 
from  beginning  to  end — It  would,  m  my  opinion, 
be  right,  added  he,  to  send  to  King  Monzai  a  robe 
and  presGiitB,  and  direct  ]iim  to  produce  before  you 
this  bon  horseman,  for  he  will  surely  destroy  yon 
Chiei^  and  remove  this  distress  and  aftltotion 
from  your  heart  Jiul,  said  Chosroo,  1  fear  Monzar 
will  not  obey  my  orders,  and  he  will  suppose  that 
dismay  has  stricken  us 

Be  assured,  0  great  King,  said  Mnbidnn,  that 
Monzai  is  terrified  at  your  wrath  and  your  ven¬ 
geance,  and  just  now  ins  Vizici  Amroo,  llie  son  of 
Nefeclali,  came  to  mo,  anti  asked  me  lo  intercede 
With  you,  and  request  you  would  pass  over  what 
he  has  done,  and  forgive  Ins  improper  conduct. 
Weil,  said  Cliosroc,  do  what  you  thiuk  propci  , 
perhaps  the  difficulty  may  be  removed.  Order  tins 
hoi*seina!i  into  our  presence,  and  promise  him  on 
our  pai’t  all  manner  of  riches  So  Mitbidan  dc- 
l>arted,  and  having  acquainted  tJie  Vizier  Amroo 
widi  >yhat  had  occun'cd  on  tins  important  point. 
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he  desired  Iwm  to  write  to  Monzar,  and  tell  him 
what  had  passed,  ordering  him  to  bring  Antar  into 
the  presence  of  the  King  at  Modayin. 

The  Vizici  wrote  ilic  letter,  as  follows — To 
Imn  wiioin  wc  acknowledge  ns  King  Monzar,  King 
of  the  Aiabfj,  Jlulei  of  the  tribes  L.ikhm  and 
Jiizani  and  Slnban  *  Know,  0  King,  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  on  wlncli  I  came  has  been  effected  and  all  your 
projects  arc  accomplished.  Moreovei,  I  have  pro¬ 
mised  Cliosioe,  the  monarch  of*  the  world,  that 
Antar  shall  oveicome  tins  Grecian  Chief,  and^shall 
reheve  his  heart  from  Ins  present  distress  and  afHie- 
tion;  come  therefore  Intlier  without  delay,  and  be 
there  no  otiicr  answer  to  this  letter  but  placing  yoiu 
foot  in  tlic  stirrup,*’ — He  folded  and  sealed  the  let- 
tci,  and  dispatched  it  under  tlic  wings  of  ii  bird,  and 
tlicy  remained  expecting  the  result  But  the  Chief, 
as  soon  as  the  day  dawned,  sent  some  of  Ins  peo¬ 
ple  and  iiorscmeii  to  demand  of  Chosroe  permis- 
Lo  go  out  to  the  plain  that  he  might  again  engage 
m  his  picsencc  lus  nimics  and  his  wamors.  So 
Chosroe  mounted,  and  all  his  people  and  liorse- 
men  also  came  forth  and  the  Greek  overpowered 
the  heroes  of  Persia,  who  combatted  with  bun  even 
to  tlic  close  of  the  day,  when  they  returned  ,  and 
the  glory  and  honoiu  of  the  Persians  were  tar- 
lashcd. 

The  next  day  the  two  parties  mounted  and  were 
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drawn  up  in  ordei ,  and  the  Grecian  fought,  and 
galloped,  and  charged,  and  sought  for  the  coniha- 
ants  and  antagonists,  when  lo  *  .i  horseman  from 
Deelcm,  Bahram  by  name,  the  son  of  Jolirain,  eiu 
gaged  him,  and  he  was  a  waiTior  i  a[)!d  «s  a  burning 
flame,  and  he  fought  with  different  ■'orls  ol  arms, 
mdefatigahle  in  wai.  He  was  th<‘  '^on  oi  llie  uncle  of 
that  Khosrewan  whom  Antai  had  ‘^lam,  \niaij  the 
destroyer  of  horsemen  ^  On  that  day  he  iought  on 
the  plain,  and  lie  wore  n  Diividean  cnrrass,  solid 
and  firm,  dial  lihintcd  the  )iivehn's  jiuuit.  and  in 
his  hand  he  bore  a  pike  with  whieli  lie  gave  the 
blow  of  death  He  was  also  girl  with  a  cleaving 
faulclnaii,  aiul  imdn  his  thighs  were  four  shon 
javchns  He  assaiiUcd  the  Cluef  with  all  lus  force, 
and  engaged  with  him  in  the  eonibiit 

Then  engagement  <it  firsi  was  sport  and  ]ilay4 
but  il  ended  ni  impetuosity  and  liirv  fh^y 
continued  then  labours  and  exertions  till  nu(Uday, 
and  the  Greek  having  t  x})erieneed  Ihihianfs  nnglit 
and  sti’onglh,  at  length  put  forth  all  his  powers  and 
energies  in  llie  contest,  and  the  pike  ol  llie  Chief 
was  Without  a  barb,  4is  he  had  agreed  on  in  the 
presence  of  Chosroo  Nnshirvan  Jlut  he  si  retched 
lus  band  over  tlic  pommel  of  his  saddle,  and  plucked 
out  a  barb  like  the  longue  ol  a  serpent,  and 
fastened  it  on  tlic  end  ot  his  pike,  and  rushed 
upon  Bahrain  in  Ins  rage ,  he  extended  the  barb 
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towards  his  chest,  and  he  gave  a  loud  shout ;  but 
Baluani  struck  it  with  his  sword  and  clipped  it 
ofl*.  The  Greek  threw  away  liis  pike,  and  drew 
fortli  Ins  suord  from  the  scabbard,  and  they 
engaged  with  tlicii  sabies  till  both  were  near  par¬ 
taking  o(  tijc  draught  o(  death  I'hen  ilio  ranks 
closed  upon  tiienij  and  the  Declcmitcs  rejoiced  in 
then  w'urrioi,  and  iheii  cxpeciations  were  raised 
high.  The  warriois  ccasetl  not  the  battle  and  the 
contest  till  the  end  of  the  day,  wlien  they  separated 
nnluirt,  and  neither  had  marked  Ins  adversary. 
So  tliev  i*etifvd,  and  each  related  to  hfs  companions 
the  circumstances  of  the  conlhct  Cliosroe  sent  hn 
Ihihrani  and  gave  him  a  robe 

hVarly  next  day  ChosroL  inmintcd,  attended  by 
tlic  Persians,  and  Turcomans,  and  Dcolenutes,  drawn 
\\p  n\  ranks  on  lire  plain  ol  bultJe.  The  Grecian 
CInel  came  with  all  Ins  suite,  and  charged  and 
galIo|]ed  nvei  llie  ]>lam  Baliram  came  down  upon 
hun,  and  they  dashed  at  cadi  olhci  an<l  charged  to 
and  Iro,  and  ranged  ovia  tlie  plain,  extending  then 
long  'jjieaih  till  every  eye  was  sickened  then  they 
coumicnccd  the  iiattle,  and  continwod  till  sun-set, 
when  they  again  scpaialcxl  unhurt*  But  Chosroe 
was  greatly  distressed,  and  lie  ordered  the  Magi  to 
make  a  circuit;  ol  die  lire  in  his  presence,  and  to 
throw  aloe  ol’  Comorin  into  it,  praising  the  unity  of 
the  adored  King  so  they  did  ns  he  ordered.  And 
tJie  Chief  performed  tlie  same  ceremony,  and  bis 


2G8 


pyjcst.'j  and  nionki*  recited  t!io  Gospe),  and  marketl 
thcii)scivc>s  witJ)  tlic  Cross,  and  bolli  parties  reposed 
la  blasphemy  and  licrcsy 

Ihe  next  day  at  dawn  tlic  horsemen  were  ready 
tor  the  contest,  uhen  lo  '  a  dust  arose  and  obscuned 
the  land,  and  there  appeared  coming  loilh  a 
hundred  horseinon,  all  sturdy  Arabs,  armed  with 
long  spears  and  sharp  swords,  mounted  on  noble 
coursers.  King  Monzai  headed  them,  and  bv  Ins 
Side  was  Aniai.  Tlie  Viziei  and  iVfubulau  went 
out  to  meet  tlieiu  widi  a  jiarty  of  satraps  and 
fiorscnien,  and  the  troops  on  ad  sales  crowdeef  lo 
look  at  tJicm  Mubidan  iclaletl  to  Aular  all  that 
had  passed  between  the  Giccian  and  Ihilinim. 

OVizici,  said  the  lion  Anlai.  ivssure  the  just 
King,  whose  beneficence  and  liberahtv  arc*  well 
known,  that  1  will  cncouniei  Lius  Grecian,  and 
Bahram,  and  all  the  warriors  ol  Versia,  ’furkistnn 
and  Deelem,  and  will  not  lea\e  a  man  in  iVlodayin, 
Mubidun  snulcd,  loi  he  was  convinced  he  could 
execute  W'hat  he  said,  observing  the  anuicnsity  of 
hrs  bulk,  and  the  horror  of  his  form,  and  tfie  roil¬ 
ing  of  Ins  cyc&,  and  the  niusculai  (lowers  of  his 
arms. 

0  Horseman  of  the  age,  said  lie,  slionld  yon  noi 
execute  your  engagement,  and  not  slay  ibis  hero  ol 
I  lie  Cross? — If  I  do  not  fulfil  my  agreement,  cried 
Autai,  drag  me  by  my  feet  through  the  temple  of 
lire,  and  make  a  sacrifice  of  me.  Mubidau  smiled, 


and  Jic  introduced  lum  lo  llio  officers  of  Govornnicm 
u'ho  wore  golden  bracelets  on  their  arms,  and  af¬ 
terward'  to  tliosc  who  wore  crowns  on  their  licads 
King  Monsiar  disnioimted,  and  all  his  horscnieiij  and 
then  entered  the  nparlments  of  the  Nobles,  and  the 
Viziers,  ami  Satraps,  and  Grandees,  anti  BigniUuies 
Antal  was  m  amazeinent  at  wlmt  he  saNv,  and  the 
people  also  slarcd  and  gazctl  at  him  ,  and  this  con¬ 
tinued  till  thev  came  before  Chostoc.  ]Monzai 
stepped  foru-ard  and  saluted  him,  and  pra3^ed 
foi  a  continuance  of  his  glory  iUul  power  Then 
Antar  too  jiaid  his  homage,  and  thus  sjioke 

hla^f  God  avert  from  thee  the  evils  of  fortune, 
“  and  mayst  thoa  live  secure  Iroin  calamities  ' 
‘‘  May  thy  stai  be  ever  brilliant  in  progressive 
prosperity,  and  increase  m  glo-y  '  May  tliy 
“  sword  be  evci  sharp,  ami  cleave  the  necks  ot 
thy  foes,  O  thou  King  of  the  age  ^  IMay  thy 
renown  be  ever  celebrated  m  every  land,  for  thou 
“  art  just  and  benefi^'ent.  So  mayst  thou  ever  live 
a  Sovereign  in  glory,  as  long  as  the  dove  pours 
forth  Its  plaintive  note.” 

Cliosroc  was  stonished  at  Antar’s  eloquence,  and 
was  confounded  at  the  liciglit  of  Ins  }^rson,  and 
his  prodigious  form,  and  the  rolling  of  ins  eyes, 
and  the  strength  of  liis  arms.  0  King  of  the 
'world,  said  Mubidaii,  this  is  he  "who  lias  slain  your 
satrap  Khosrewan,  and  destroyed  his  army  of 
iwcnty  tliousand  bridles,  iind  he  is  come  now  to 
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take  away  tJie  Jife  of  this  Greek,  and  to  remover 
cvciy  grjcf  and  soitow  from  your  licart,  and  no 
doubt  he  wd1  fjlay  all  that  arc  with  )iun.  Sliould 
this  be  the  tjasc,  sani  the  Monarch,  wo  will  jiardon 
his  hiidt,  ant!  eniiobk  him  with  gifts.  Let  tlicm 
rcpo.so  treat  tliem  with  all  kindness  and  hospitalitj^ 
And  lie  sent  for  King  Monzai,  and  gave  li)m  a  robe, 
0  King  of  the  Arabs,  .sanl  he,  the  erroi  was  mine 
at  first,  and  his  ivho  raised  this  lebellion  amongst 
you  ,  hut  the  /Ire  has  de.stroycd  iuin  in  yoiir  pre¬ 
sence  The  heart  of  Motizar  wasdehglualat  these 
words,  anfl  his  joy  was  great. 

And  when  Mtibidatt  wislicfl  fo  pitdi  tents  foi 
them  that  thev  rmglit  repose  till  tlie  next  dav— 
Jly  th(  Hoh  Shrme,  cxelauncd  Atiiai,  I  Mtll  not 
cat  meat  with  yon,  oi  tlnnk  wmc  witlt  you.  until  f 
lia^e  slam  tln^  fouhraced  Gicek,  and  made  linu 
drink  the  cup  ol  death  hir  he  liasino\'ed  (he  heart 
of  the  just  King  So  he  prepared  Ins  anus  ami 
his  cuirass,  and  sprang  from  the  grrmiid  on  the 
back  of  Ins  horse  j\[uhidan  nilonned  Chosroc  of 
wJiat  Vntar  had  said,  and  he  went  lorth  with  all 
his  Vr/iers,  Satraps,  Pnnccs  and  Deputies,  to  sec  the 
result  of  the  combat  between  tlir  two  warriors 
Miibidan  also  lopaircfl  to  the  Grecian  Chief,  and 
said — Know  tlnit  Cliosroc  has  in  Ins  jusuce  .icted 
towards  you  with  tlie  greatest  impartiality,  and  he 
has  loaded  you  with  favours,  and  he  ims  only  found 
amongst  his  people,  Bahrani,  that  can  contend  with 
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you ;  and  tlic  King  observes  even  his  inferiority 
But  as  he  docs  not  wish  that  his  reputation  should 
be  lost,  his  Vicegerent  ovci  the  Arabs  is  arrived 
this  day,  and  with  him  a  wanior  selected  tioni 
the  hcrfies  of  Arabia,  who  says  he  will  meet  you 
and  make  your  companions  and  coniradovS  groan  for 
you  So  prepare ,  and  if  you  kill  him  or  oveix'ome 
biin,  reiuin  to  youi  inastei  with  all  the  property 
you  have  broiiirlit  witli  vou. 

Badrnainoot  ^\’as  overjoyed  at  tins,  his  bosoiri 
swelled,  tind  he  was  m  extasy,  and  he  said^ — I^ct 
Chosroe  order  out  tins  .uigry  horseman — tins  day 
will  I  hasle  ajiaiiist  him,  and  make  him  dtink  the 
cup  oi*  rlisgraee  \nd  Muhidan  .aided -  Let  the 
jier>:on^  ol  \i>ni  faitli  hear  wiliK‘S'»  lt)r  you  Antai 
undei’Mund  noi  wlial.  dies  were  saymg — Prepare  foi 
battle,  lie  cried,  anti  inunedialc'lv  the  Greek  lei  go 
the  biidle,  and  assailed  Anini  the  son  of  Shedad 
Anl  ir  \suj>  like  a  lunou.'i  lion,  he  thus  spoke 

'rhi>>  tla\  I  will  aid  King  Monzai,  and  I  will 
'-‘cxhilnt  inv  ])o\veis  and  niy  jirowess '  before* 
Chosuie,  1  Will  break  down  the  support  of  Greece* 
tnnn  ils  toundalioiih,  and  I  vil!  sevei  Ihidhra- 
mood-  henil  with  my  scmiitai  I  will  exlei inmate 
every  lion  iioro  with  my  swnid  let  him  Y.aunt, 
lot  linn  boast,  let  Inm  scoiK.  Is  a  nut  known 
that  my  powei  is  sublime  on  liigh  * — Is  it  not 
among  the  stats  m  tlie  vicinity  of  Jupiter^  T 
‘‘  am  he  whose  might  is  imconfroiilahle  m  battle. 


I  am  of  the  race  of  Abs,  the  valiant  lion  of 
the  cavern.  If  thou  art  Badhramoot,  I  am 
called  Antar  among  men  It  was  easy  for  me  to 
vanquish  the  armies  of  Chosroe  m  ihc  contesl, 
and  soon  will  I  overthrow  Crcsav’s  self  with  my 
‘^speai.  Heal  ihc  words  of  an  inliepid  hon,  reso- 
undaunted,  alJ-conquenng  I  am  Jie  of 
“  whom  warriors  cun  hoai  witness  in  the  combat 
under  the  turhid  baUle-dust  Aiy  sword  is  my 
companion  in  the  inght-sluides,  as  ire  «d.so  my 
Abjer,  and  my  Jjinee  and  my  spear  m  the  conihets 
Night  IS  my  complexion,  but  day  i»  mv  emblem , 
‘‘  the  sun  is  unquestionably  the  minor  of  my  deedb 
This  day  thou  shalt  lecl  (ho  Math  o(  what  1 
have  said  and  t  will  prove  that  I  am  the  PIulmux 
of  the  age  ” 

Thou  Autar  rushed  down  ujion  the  Orccum  like 
a  cloud,  and  ihc  Grech  met  hnn  like  a  WaJinig  iirC' 
They  engaged  like  two  lions ,  tlicy  maddened  at 
each  olhei  like  two  camels,  and  they  dashed 
against  eiicli  other  like  two  mountuins,  so  (lull  tliey 
fnghlcned  every  eye  with  then  deeds.  A  dust 
rose  over  them  that  hid  them  trom  tlic  sifrht  ioi 

O 

two  hours  The  Greek  perceived  m  An  Car  some¬ 
thing  beyond  his  capacity,  and  a  sea  where  there 
was  no  rest  he  ivns  terrified  and  agitateil,  and  ex¬ 
claimed— hy  tiic  Mcssiali  and  his  disciples  ^  tins 
biscuit  IS  not  of  tlic  same  leaven — this  is  the  hour 
of  contention ,  and  now  is  tlio  time  for  struggle  and 
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oxerlioii.  So  lie  shouted  and  roared  at  Aiitav  and 
attacked  him  with  his  spike-pomtetl  speai,  und  dealt 
him  ft  furious  thrust ,  but  Aiilar  eluded  it  by  a 
dexterous  movement,  and  struck  him  with  the  heel 
of  Ills  lance  umler  the  arm,  imd  made  him  (otter  on 
the  back  of  his  horse ,  and  he  almost  hurleil  luiu  on 
the  ground  hut  Badranioot  ^slth  infinite  intrepidity, 
sat  firm  on  his  horse's  buck,  and  galloppcd  to  the 
luithcr  part  of  the  plain.  Antar  waited  patiently  till 
he  had  recovered,  and  Ins  spirit  was  renewed,  wlien 
he  returned  upon  him  like  a  ferocious  lion,  and 
recommenced  the  coiillict 

King  Monzfti  was  highly  gratified  at  the  deeds 
of  Anliu,  and  felt  convmeeil  that  ho  was  only  Spain 
uig  him,  and  dallying  witli  him,  and  that  hail  he 
wished  to  kill  him,  he  would  have  done  it  But 
llic  Monarch  was  pcrlectly  astonished  at  Autfir’s 
courage;  and  turning  to  Ins  attendants,  said  to 
them — By  the  essence  of  fire,  dns  is  indeed  horse- 
inauslup  and  intrepidity.  Never  fiave  1  remarked 
such  but  in  an  Arab  '  And  he  advanced  towards 
tlic  held  of  battle  tliat  lie  might  observe  what  pas¬ 
sed  between  these  dreadful  combatants,  and  that 
be  might  see  how  llic  afliiii  would  lermuiate. 

Now  Balnam,  when  he  perceived  that  Anlarwas 
superior  to  himself  m  strength,  .ind  was  nughtier  than 
the  Greek  ui  the  conflict,  felt  assured  lliat  he  would 
obtain  the  promised  reward ,  so  he  was  seized  'ivitli 
the  disease  of  envy,  winch  preyed  m  flames  upon 


his  heart  and  his  body,  particularly  wlicn  he  heard 
that  Antar  had  slam  the  son  of  Ins  uncle  ,  then  he 
resolved  to  betray  Antai,  and  inako  him  drink  of 
the  cup  of  perdition.  So  he  waited  till  both  were 
involved  in  duel,  when  he  drew  iVoni  under  his 
tlngh  a  dart  more  deadly  than  the  misfortunes  of 
the  age,  and  when  lie  came  near  Aiitai,  he  raised 
Ins  arm  and  aimed  at  him  the  blow  ol  a  powerrul 
hero.  It  started  Irani  his  liand  like  a  spaikof  lire, 
hut  Anlar  wan  quick  of  iniiKl,  and  his  eyes  were 
ODiitiinmlly  turning  In  the  right  and  lo  the  lelt,  for 
lie  was  amongst  a  nil  lion  that  nere  not  oi  }ns  own 
race,  and  that  put  liini  on  lus  guard,  <uidlie  instantly 
perceived  Bahmm  as  hemmed  his  ihrt  .it  him,  and 
then  easting  away  Ins  spear  out  of  Ins  lian(l,hc  caught 
file  dart  in  the  airwitli  Ins  Iicaveri-cndowcd  f(»rcc 
and  strength,  .and  i  nsliing  at  the  Gieek,  and  shout¬ 
ing  at  Jiiiii  with  a  paraivsiug  voice,  he  struck  him 
with  that  vL'i)  dart  in  the  chest,  and  a  issued  out 
quivonng  like  a  fl.aine  tiirougli  hi«  l>a<rk  ^  t  lum  wlicci- 
mg  round  Ahjei ,  like  a  liaghtrul  hon  ho  turned  down 
upon  buiirani ,  but  Chosroc,  ternhecl  fest  Anlar 
should  slay  Balnam,  cried  oiit  lo  Ins  attendiinls — 
Keep  off  Amur  from  Bidiram,  or  ho  will  kill  him, 
anti  pour  down  lunnhilniion  upon  Inni  So  ihe 
wamors  and  the  satraps  hastened  after  the  dreadful 
Amur,  and  conducted  liini  lo  Chosroe,  and  as  the 
foam  burst  from  Ins  lips,  and  Ins  cyc-bulls  flashed 
fire,  he  dismounted  from  Abjci,  and  thus  spoke 


•  M;\)  God  [jcrpctutuc  ihy  glory  and  liappmcs?. 
and  nia^'st  thou  ovci  live  in  eternal  blis^  *  O 
ihou  Kin«  mighty  in  powci^  oikI  the  ‘^oinvc  oi 
"‘justice  on  every  occasion  '  I  have  lull  Jhadrali- 
moot,  prostrate  on  the  sands — wallmviiig  m  hlood. 
"•  At  the  tlinist  ol  niy  '^poai  he  fell  dead,  and  his 
desh  IS  the  ]ii'ey  ol  the  fowls  of  the  uir  1  left 
“  the  goie  sjioutmg  out  from  liim  like  the  stream 
*'  on  the  day  of  the  copious  ram  I  am  tlie 
“  terjihle  wanioi  ,  renowned  is  my  name,  tind  I 
“  ])rotecL  iny  fiicnd  from  even  tienl  Should 
Ciesai  Inniseli  oppose  thee,  0  King,  tiud  come 
“  against  willi  hi^  eounlless  liosi.  1  will  leave 
•  Jiiin  (load  with  hi>s  companions  True  and  nnvai- 

*  inslied  Is  tins  promise  O  King,  sublime  in 
“  Iionours — illnstnous  and  ha])py,  ilum  lUt  now 
“  firm  roliige,  and  my  slay  in  every  crisis  Be 
“  kind  tlicn,  and  gram  me  leave  k>  go  to  my 
“  lamily,  and  to  prepare  for  my  dejiarture  ten  my 

anxiety,  and  my  ])assion  ioi  the  nohlc'mnHicd, 

•  hrillianufaced  Ibla  um'  uueiise  Had  for  ovci — 
<<  bo  at  ])cucc — live  in  evoi-lusimg  prosporit},  sni- 

rounded  by  joys  and  })!easnrcs 
Ghost oe  .igiun  marvelled  nl  bis  eloquence,  and 
dollied  him  ^vllh  <m  impcnai  robe^  and  presented 
him  five  Arab  liouses,  with  saddles  of  biirmslied  gold, 
studded  willi  pearls  and  jewels  lie  then  addressed 
Mubidnii,  anti  saiil^ — ■Doll vet  to  tins  warnoi  all 
that  came  with  the  Greek,  wliether  inercliandize  or 
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beautiful  maidens ,  and  be  knew'  no  bounds  to  bis 
genevosity,  adding" — Bring  Jiim  to  me  to-niorroit^  tliat 
I  may  exalt  Jmn  \vitli  favours,  and  tliat  I  may  make 
Jum  one  of  our  Viceroys  of  tlic  age.  Do  ye  want  any 
thing  lui  lber?  cried  he  to  the  companions  of  the 
Greek  ^  Does  any  one  wish  for  the  combat  and  the 
conflict^  If  so,  let  him  hasten  to  the  field  of  battle. 

No  more  talk  we  of  war  and  contention,  said 
they  all ,  we  only  cninc  to  this  country  with  the 
Chief  to  be  witnesses  of  tins  event  and  conflict , 
and  verily,  O  King  of  the  age,  we  liavc  expenenceci 
every  justice  from  yon.  So  they  tleparted,  and 
turned  nwa}  their  stcoils,  and  traversed  the  plains 
and  deserts,  hardly  crediting  their  escape. 

Cbosroc  vopuii’cd  to  Ins  palace,  and  Mubidan  (lad 
charge  of  Antai^s  affairs  he  c{)nducted  iiiin.  and 
Mon/ai  to  the  house  of  the  Greek  Chief,  wlierc 
wore  the  troasiucs  and  the  presents  He  opened 
all  the  trunks,  and  presented  to  Aboolfuwaris  all  the 
pearls  and  (be  jewels  and  tlie  precious  stones 
Antar  rejoiceil  and  smlloil,  a)id  exclaimed — O  wha( 
joy  '  where  arc  ilune  ej'cs,  O  Ibla  ^  but  by  the 
faith  of  an  Arab  tlierc  is  not  in  all  tlic  treasures  of  the 
King,  one  atom  of  hci,  no  not  one  gram.  And  as 
lie  regarded  the  maidens  of  Greece  and  of  Europe 
and  the  Cophtmn  slave  girls,  his  joy  Avas  increased^ 
and  ho  blessed  the  tenninalion  of  his  expedition ; 
and  he  kissed  Mubidan’s  lireast  and  beard,  and  he 
praised  him  in  these  words 
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‘‘  Thou  hast  granted  me  favours,  and  I  must 
publisii  my  graiiinclc;  thou  hast  accomplished 
my  evci  y 'visli  for  lja[)piric.si'  I  wilt  thank  thee 
ns  long  as  I  live,  ami  if  I  die,  my  hones  in  then 
grave  shall  praise  thee’' 

Aluhulan  was  truly  giatiHed  at  Antar's  praises. 
Renowned  hero,  said  he,  \vt*  do  not  mean  that  you 
should  he  content  with  tins  small  gill,  lor  this 
is  not  ou)  properly  You  shall  soon  bcliold  our 
beneficence,  tins  is  the  wealth  and  these  the 
jewels,  the  bluo-eycd  Greek,  wiioin  yon  killed  and 
made  to  {liink  of  the  cup  of  death  anil  disgiace, 
brought  Willi  him  liut  wc  would  not  have 
consigned  this  most  precious  property,  and  these 
maidens  who  resemble  the  conslellalions,  but  to  one 
who  should  \anquish  and  debase  him  and  verily, 
YOU  are  the  irresistible  one,  that  has  done  that,  and 
the  property  becomes  your  propenv,  and  you  have 
obtained  it  by  your  actions.  He  tlien  ordered  the 
slaves  to  spread  carpets  in  a  splondul  mansion,  and 
to  arningc  the  vases  and  ewers,  and  they  did  as 
they  were  orcleied  ,  they  laid  out  tlie  dinner  tables 
before  Monza i  and  Antai  and  thou  companions 
And  when  Antai  obseivcd  the  variety  of  delicious 
meals,  ol  mutton  and  pigeons  and  thnisho.s,  and 
the  quantity  of  tioves,  and  the  profusion  of  sweat- 
meats,  he  turned  to  wards  Monznr,  and  said — My 
lord,  are  these  various  vmnds  thou  usual  victuals  ^ 
arc  tbev  at  all  times  accustomed  to  such  luscious 
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things  ^  for  I  gee  here  no  camel’s  flesh.  What  art 
thou  talking  of?  cried  Monziir »  think  no  more  of 
the  inhahitiints  of  the  wuJs  and  deserts,  nnd  these 
that  drmk  camels  milk  night  and  day ,  hahituate 
thyself  io  tlie  inljabilants  oi  towiis  and  eilies,  ior 
tliou  must  live  m  the  vicinity  o(  grcMl  Kings. 
So  Antal  ate  till  lie  was  satisfied ;  tlio  glasses 
passed  round,  and  they  killed  the  jovial  liours  m 
mirth  and  merriment:  and  when  the  female  slaves 
knew  (hey  were  (lie  property  ol'  Aiitar,  (hey  came 
to  olTer  then  service,  and  whenever  he  got  up  or 
sat  do^vn,  they  surrounded  Imn  but  ho  would  not 
take  the  least  notice  of  them,  for  no  one  hut  Ibla 
was  in  his  heart 

0  Aboolfawans,  said  Monzai,  thou  dost  not 
delight  in,  or  seem  to  look  on  thy  slaves  with 
pleasure ,  or  feel  sensible  of  .ny  high  dignity  Re¬ 
move  all  painful  reflection  ,  or  thoughts  of  ihmc 
own  country,  for  thou  hast  risen  to  the  rank  of 
pnnccs ,  and  were  the  Chieftains  of  thy  nation  to 
sec  thee,  how  they  would  envy  thee  ^  Antar  heard 
this  j  he  sighed  from  his  sorrowing  heart,  and  tears 
flowed  from  his  eyes.  0  my  lord,  said  he,  I  swear 
by  your  existence,  all  this  grandeur  has  no  value, 
no  charm  m  my  cyL*s ;  love  of  my  native  land 
IS  the  fixed  passion  of  my  soul,  anil  lie  thus 
rnntinuod  * 

“  The  fresh  breeze  conics  in  the  morn,  and  when 
“  U  blowi)  oil  me  with  its  refresJimg  csscjncc,  it  ii> 


“  more  grateful  to  me  than  all  which  my  power  has 
‘‘  obtained  jin  nightly  depredations— than  all  my 
“  property  and  wealth.  The  realms  of  Chosroe  1 
would  not  covet,  were  the  phantom  of  my  love  to 
“  vanish  from  my  sight  May  the  showers  of  ram 
ever  bedew  the  lands  and  mounds  of  SUccrebah  I 
lands,  wliere  the  brilliancy  of  veiled  full 
moons  may  be  seen  in  the  obscurity  of  their  sable 
“  ringlets*— where  niy  licart  chases  among  them,  a 
“  damsel  w'hose  eyes  arc  painted  with  aniimony, 
more  lovely  than  the  Houri,  Thou  may&t  sec 
m  her  teeth  a  liquor  wdien  she  smiles,  where  the 
"  wine  cii])  IS  studded  with  pearls.  The  fawn  has 
“  borrowed  tlie  magic  of  her  eye,  and  it  is  tlie  lion 
‘  of  the  earth  that  chases  its  prey  for  her  beauty 
‘  Lovely  maid — delicately  formed — beauteous— en- 
chanting  f  and  at  bV.i  charms  is  the  bnghtness  of 
the  moon  abashed.  O  Ibla,  the  anguish  of 
“  absence  is  in  niy  Jicart — thou  mayst  see  the  shafts 
of  death  driven  tlirough  my  soul,  0  Ibla,  tlid 
“  not  tby  \  isionary  form  visit  me  by  night,  I  should 
pass  the  night  m  sorrows  and  restlessness.  0 
“  Ibla,  how'  many  caloiuilios  have  1  endured  and 
“  have  plunged  into  them  with  niy  highly  lernpci’cd 
“  faulcliiou,  whilst  the  charging  steeds  and  un- 
daunted  warriors  dive  into  the  ovci  perilous 
ocean  of  death,’' 

Monzar  was  greatly  surprised  at  Antar’s  fluency 
of  spcccli,  and  tlio  force  of  his  love  and  passion,  and 


he  began  conversing  with  him  about  what  occu- 
jjicd  his  mind ;  and  thus  they  continued  id!  it  was 
dnrlc,  and  sleep  can/c  upon  tlieni  So  they  passed 
the  night  there  In  the  uiorning  came  Miibidan  to 
them^  accompanied  by  a  troop  of  slaves  He  com- 
plimonted  them,  and  enquired  about  tbeir  niglit% 
rest,  and  how  they  were  pleased.  Mount  your 
horses,  he  continued,  logo  and  cojnplimcnt  Chosroe, 
for  ho  IS  piepared  to  go  oul  hunting  and  amuse  him- 
6eh.  As  to  me,  said  Antni,  I  have  no  other  dcsin 
but  speedily  to  return  to  my  funuly  and  my  country  ^ 
that  my  friends  and  companions  may  sec  me,  and 
the  Asafcei  camels  I  have  witli  me  as  a  inarriagL 
dower  for  my  undo’s  daughter 

Mubidan  smiled  at  these  words,  and  knew  lie^ 
wisli  and  object.  0  Aboolfawuns,  said  lie,  yourex 
pectations  shall  he  gratified  witii  respect  to  fhe 
feer  camels,  all  laden,  and  many  others  hcsidcii ,  uid 
you  ahall  not  return  to  your  native  hind,  "ere  you  rc- 
ccivo  them  all  piled  up  with  burthens.  Antar  express¬ 
ed  lus  (hanka,  and  with  Monzar  niountetl,  and  tlio) 
all  accompamed  Mubidan,  lill  o«  perccivirig  Nushu- 
van,  they  instantly  clismounted.  Antar  presented  him¬ 
self,  and  attempted  to  kiss  Chosroe’s  feet  in  the  stir¬ 
rup,  but  the  King  not  only  prevented  lmn,but  siooji- 
ed  towards  him  and  kissed  bun  between  the  eyes, 
and  never  had  NushiiTan  conferred  such  a  mark  oJ 
distinction  on  any  one  but  Antar,  the  destroyer  ol 
heroes,  on  account  of  his  having  vanninslicd  thr 
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Greek  warrior,  and  having  removed  distress  and 
nflliciiou  iVom  Ins  unnd  He  ordered  some  noble 
Arab  lioKf'Os  to  be  hrnughl  before  A  nlar,  and  the 
satraps  delivered  to  Inm  some  ol  llie  bnest  breed,  ail 
glittering  with  liousings  of  biinnshed  gold  Autar 
inonn!<*<l,  itriJ  Cliosroc  ke[)L  Imii  bv  bii>  side  and 
treated  linn  ns  a  eoiTi]iainon,  and  eonveised  with 
Lmu  anil  enquired  about  bis  night's  resi»  and  hib 
love  loi  lus  ijihe  and  lneiui>  Thev  continued 
their  ride  tdl  they  reached  die  hunting  spot ;  but 
no  oiiL  enieit'd  dial  place  except  Nuslm  vaii,  when 
he  wished  in  hunt  and  amuse  hirnseil  ,  and  guards 
were  .slat lonod  orei  if  on  all  sides,  iearful  that  any 
one  siioulil  vulei  *  ami  uk  u  wais  filled  in  all  qiiar- 
teis  and  dirccuous,  the  wild  iiensts  and  deei  ran 
awa^  from  lieiiuo  diem,  and  as  die  horsemen 
advancciL  the  buds  look  to  IhgliL  from  every  part, 
tile  warriors  galloppeci  iiml  the  heroes  raced  their 
steeds,  .iiul  they  spreail  abroad  in  all  diieetio:*s. 

Wiicii  Anlar  oh.*.en'ed  tins ‘■q)orl,  he  urgefl  on  his 
horse  w  ith  the  other  riders,  and  pursued  a  herd  ot 
dcei  wiili  great  eagerness,  and  at  Icnglii  overtook 
them,  lic»  giillopped  among  diem,  arut  stretched 
many  ol'them  on  the  ])lai|L^  and  he  was  much  amu¬ 
sed  and  pleascif  lUiL  wlnlst  he  was  thus  occupiaf, 
behold  an  hnr.semnu  pounced  down  upon  him  like 
an  eagle,  and  as  he  came  up  to  him,  lie  opened  wide 
Ins  arm,  and  stretching  Inmself  out,  sUatek  Anlar  a 
violent  blow  ,  it  fell  between  Ins  shoulders  ,  it  stag. 
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gcred  bim>  and  almost  laid  him  prostxate ;  but  be 
recovered  himself,  he  was  liowevei  toltemig  from 
the  back  of  his  horse,  ^rhen — ^^Jake  llmt,  ihcu  Hed- 
jaz  dog  1  cried  die  villain ;  and  if  thou  hast  any 
breath  of  life  in  tlice,  come  on  and  fight,  for  I  must 
slav  diue,  thou  vile  black,  as  thou  siewcst  niy  cou« 
sm  Khosrewan^  and  the  Greek,  autl  made  tlioin  drink 
of  the  cup  of  death  and  disgrace ,  and  ihoii  hast 
obtained  possession  ot  ail  that  property  and  those 
beauteous  slaves,  and  thou  art  exalted  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  fif  Cliosroe. 

Now  tins  liorseuian  was  Boliram,  the  Chief  ol 
Decictn*  He  conceived  against  Anlar  a  deadly  hatred 
and  envy,  wiiich  coiisimicd  Ins  licai  l  and  Ins  body , 
and  when  Chosvoe  ordered  him  not  to  get  into  any 
disputes  with  Antar,  warning  him  agamst  Ins  su¬ 
perior  powers,  Bohram  went  to  liis  own  people, 
and  said  to  them — If  this  slave  depart  ni  snlbty  with 
all  his  spoil  and  plimdei,  our  honour  will  bo  debased 
among  tlie  tribes  of  the  Cross  and  tlic  Priost'’5 
gown,  and  no  one  will  Jiave  any  rcsjxjet  foi  us. 
From  tliat  time  he  indulged  to  sucli  a  degree  his 
envy  against  Antar,  that  he  watched  him  till  Jie 
thus  caught  him  alone  in  the  hunt,  and  traitorously 
assailed  him.  But  he  knew  not  that  Antar  was  a 
warrior,  fixed  as  the  mountain’s  roots ,  and  os  he 
still  saw  him  firmly  seated  on  his  horse,  he  grasped 
his  sword  and  advanced  at  him ;  hut  Antar,  recovei- 
ingirom  the  violence  of  the  blow,  wheeled  ixiund  his 
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hovse  and  waited  till  ho  recognised  his  foe  then  he 
sought  him  as  a  bird  of  prey  the  weakest  dove,  and 
his  assault  was  the  assault  of  llic  fiercest  hon  !  and 
thus  he  addressed  him  * 

TJie  Almighry  hns  exposed  thoc  fo  a  lion 
‘‘  warrior,  that  thou  inayest  fall  svibductl  by  my 
sword,  O  thou,  sprung  from  the  wovsliippei  s  of  the 
sunbeams,  and  fi’ora  those  who  adore  the  blazing 
“  flames  Fate  will  repay  thee,  for  iL  has  devoted 
thee  to  the  fight  with  me,  and  to  the  horrors  of 
my  strength  Despnii  ,  till  thy  hc>[)cs  are  frus- 
trated,  founded  on  the  ciush  of  thy  mace  and  the 
wamor-ycll.  Thou  art  indeed  like  the  niotli, 
that  when  it  sees  the  flame,  imagine'^  its  safety  is 
in  its  destruction  Stand  Arm  then  tei  tlie.  spear- 
thrust  of  bun  *vhose  force  thou  liast  sought. 
Thou  would  St  insult  a  lion,  powcilul  in  every 
combat.  Take  then  the  spcar-thrusi  from  the 
hand  of  one  to  whom  the  diemons  of  the  desert 
have  bowed  in  submission,  and  from  whom  they 
irnplm-e  the  aid  of  God  ” 

Then  he  came  down  on  him  like  a  ciouil,  and  he 
aimed  a  slight  thrust  at  him  with  the  heel  ol 
his  spear,  and  broke  his  ribs,  and  threw  him  from 
the  back  of  his  horse  the  distance  ol  two  spear's 
lengths.  The  warriors  of  Bcelem  beheld  the  deed, 
and  ibonght  ho  tras  dead  and  m  a  state  of  aninJu- 
lation ,  and  they  all  rushed  down  upon  Antar,  crying 
at  lum  m  their  various  dialects.  But  he  met  lliem 
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like  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  he  began  driving  at  them 
and  repulsing  them— Ins  eve-balls  turned  red,  they 
appeared  like  crimson  blood  —he  grasped  his  never 
failing  Dliaini  .n  his  haiul,  resolveil  not  to  leave  a 
Deeit'jnjie  ahve  Just  I  hen  cjime  up  ChixsKoe  with 
ins  Yisiers  and  ‘^atraps,  iind  they  ericd  out  to  the 
Deeleiintcs  in  Persian,  foi  ihev  had  heiU'd  what 
Bohrani  had  done .  and  the  Deeteimle>  withdrew 
from  the  conib:it,  saying,  thi^  black  slave  lias 
brought  disgrace  upon  us,  and  has  slam  our  Chief* 
’Tis  false,  sau!  Mubidan,  ye  foul  wretches  o(  Deelem, 
your  CIjrI  is  the  uggres.sor,  hut  lie  oughi  u)  duty 
to  have  treated  him  kindlj,  and  have  x^aiied  on 
him  himself’,  for  he  hiu%  done  for  us  what  no  human 
being  could  do,  and  if  he  lias  slain  youi  Chid,  he* 
IS  not  to  blame 

Mubidan  then  requested  Antar  to  atlvance,  who 
related  all  that  hail  passed  between  him  and  Boh 
ram ,  and  Chosroe  behoved  his  words,  lla  Jii*  was 
aware  of  the  folly  of  his  servant  He  thou  ordered 
his  satraps  co  seize  iJie  Occ/cmitos,  and  bruig  them 
before  him'  to  strike  off  then  beaus  'fhey  seized 
them  all,  and  pinioned  then  shoulders  and  bound 
then.*  arms  But  Antar,  seeing  Bohrani  s  atlendants 
thus  disgraced,  dismounted  (rum  Ahjci,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  tlie  great  King,  and  kissing'  the 
earth  before  him,  begged  him  lc>  pardon  them, 
saying,  O  my  lord ;  pardon  ts  becoming  m  you,  and 
most  suitable  for  such  as  you — here  I  kiss  your 
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I'ioble  hands,  praying  you  to  forgive  llicm  tins 

cnme,  for  to-morrow  I  intend  to  return  home  my 

objects  and  wislies  with  respect  to  you  are  nccom- 

plishedj  iiiKl  J  do  not  wish  to  be  mentioned  after 

my  dej)avLiircs  but  for  virtuous  deeds ,  and  let  st 

not  be  said  of  me^  I  went  unto  a  tribe,  and  left  it 

in  diswace,  iind  clothed  wjtli  shame 
o 

Chosroe  admired  Autar's  benevolence  and  gene¬ 
rosity  of  soul,  be  grunted  hi?  rocjiicst,  and  lek-ased 
the  DeeJeinites  At  iiu  '*day  be  .returned  Iroin  tljc 
hunt,  and  repaired  to  a  garden  unequal  led  lu  any 
city  ol  the  world,  and  in  it  was  collected  <dl  ilmt 
the  llj)  or  the  longue  can  covet  It  was  a  superb 
palace,  like  a  fairy  jiniilion— ninety  cubits  m 
length,  and  scnenly  cubits  wide,  l)ui]t  of  marble 
and  led  coiueh.m,  ui  the  centre  iras  a  fountain 
filled  with  rose  wniei  ami  pmesf  imisk,  in  the 
middle  nl  iL  was  a  column  ol  emerald,  and  on  its 
suiniiiit  a  hawk  ol'  burnished  geld ,  fi.*,  eyes  ivcre 
topazes  and  its  beak  jaspei  ,  round  K  were  various 
birds,  scallcnug  Irom  Uicii  !)ilU  upon  Chosroe  and 
all  ibnl  were  present,  musk  and  anihergri.. 
whole  edi lice  ivas  scented  with  pci  fumes,  and  the 
ceibngs  of  ihe  jialace  glittered  with  gold  and  .silver 
It  was  one  oi‘  the  wonder:^  oi‘  the  period,  and  the 
miracle  ot  the  age  AVlien  Autai  entered,  his 
muid  was  bewildered  at  tlic  pictures  and  colours  he 

aw,  and  he  thus  expressed  himself. 

A  Palace-greetings  and  peace  be  on  it— Time 
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has  sjjrend  its  beauties  over  it  A  Palace — tlie 
roofs  of  cities  miglit  staud  boneatli  its  roof.  On 
it  are  the  directions  foi  die  paths  of  virtnc 
Stiong  are  its  columns,  giklod  are  its  walls , 
mankind  may  glory  in  its  magnificence,  Ovpi 
its  gales  liave  jewels  and  ])iue  unalloyed  gold 
disposed  their  honours ,  there  is  nothing  further 
to  be  (iosiied  On  it  are  the  wonders  of  every 
species  of  miracle,  the  senses  arc  bewildered  in 
describing  it ,  beaut ifully^  perfect  is  every  elegant 
device  *  nothing  can  exceed  its  excellence.  And  the 
King  shines  above  all  Kings  in  Ins  acts  and  3ii?> 
justice — ]^^ay  days  and  years  endi??*e  lor  Jnm 
At  tlie  upper  end  of  the  gardens  there  was 
raised  for  CIiosvoc,  a  throne  of  hiiniished  gold  and 
pillars  ol'giccn  emerald,  and  [icdcstals  of  silver  tliat 
sent  iortli  refulgent  rays  in  the  darkest  night 
Koiiiid  It  were  stools  of  ivory  and  ebony  inlaid  with 
brilliant  gold,  Chosioo  seated  himself  on  the 
throne,  and  ordered  Monzai  and  Antai  to  sit  by 
him:  thus  exalting  him  high  above  all  that  were 
present,  TJie  nttendimts  and  suite  also  sat  down ; 
every  one  took  Ills  place  j  and  tliey  were  no  sooner 
ajtranged  than  the  dinner  tables  were  served  with 
various  dainties,  and  a  profusion  of  fruits  and 
sweatmeats.  Chosroc  advanced,  and  all  that  wore 
present,  and  partook  of  tlie  repast.  But  Antar’s 
eyes  -were  in  confusion.  He  sat  down  on  liis  knees, 
and  bared  his  arms,  c!iu«king  the  things  into  Ins 


mouth,  blit  never  moved  his  jftws  gorged  linn- 
sclf  like  an  hungry  Arab,  and  roared  like  a  "svild 
beast,  to  tiic  great  amazeinenl  of  Cliosroc,  who 
supplied  liini  with  every  variety  that  was  heiorc 
hiin  and  Aniar  devoured  them,  as  he  asked  Mon- 
zar  the  name  of  each  Sotlicy  brouglit  lum  meats 
of  all  kinds  till  he  liud  crammed  Ins  stomach ,  then 
raising  his  head  up  lie  thus  spoke  ' 

“  Had,  O  King,  whose  hountieis,  iiilns  age,  stand 
in  lieu  ol  the  rain  0  thou,  the  Kiblah’^  of 
pcUtioncib — 0  crown  of  glory — O  hill  moon  of 
this  porioil— 0  thou  planet  Saturn  0  thou 
whose  seat  is  raised  above  Pisces— 0  thou  the 
refuge  of  all  that  sorrow — thy  station  is  on  liigli 
“  fai  above  the  world — it  is  a  ram-cloud  that 
bestows  itsshoweison  mankind  When  be  figlits, 
all  the  world  fcai  lit?)  assaults,  as  if  a  hon 
w'ore  by  his  Hide,  He  is  the  scat  of  justice  in  his 
“  age — liberality  anil  equity  rcigu  m  his  rcrdnis 
0  ye  dwellers  in  the  landof  Abs,  I  have iccci\ oil 
Irom  Chosroo  and  Ins  mimifieencc,  what  cannot  be 
^'described  oi  enumerated — no  day  can  suflicc  to 
detail  an  account  of  such  goodness.  The  King 
“  has  attained  the  hcighls  of  virtue  by  Ins  glory , 
“  and  happiness  dwells  m  Ins  palace.  With  Inm  I 
“am  firmly  established  m  hoiioin,  and  in  his 
“  gardens  1  liave  beheld  a  fountain  whose  waters 
“  abound  like  liis  favors,  and  the  liberality  of  Ins 


•  'I’lie  point  to  whidt  the  Arabs  lurncrl  tlicit  faces  m  pruye/ 
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palm.  His  garden  contains  cvcr^  flower  of  cvei'y 

species,  and  bnlljant  are  tlieir  charms.  The  birds 
every  note  sing  ,is  if  tliey  were  praising  Ins 
“bmintios  to  ns.  lie  is  a  King'  wlicuevoi  he 
“chnrgcs  in  the  day  of  battle,  the  lions  of  the  wnr 
“  arc  astonished  at  his  greatness.  Victory  is  among 
'‘his  conipamons,  and  glory  .uul  lionoiu  are  his 
‘^fi'iiMKls  Ainoiig^^i  iiatuins  thou  will  I  speak  my 
“gratitude  tor  Ins  l/ivoiirs,  and  I  will  engage  the 
“  hoi  seiuen  on  Iiis  Mde 

When  AnUir  had  delighted  the  King  by  his  elo¬ 
quence,  llic  slaves  ]ireseiite(l  hnn  the  vv^jiie,  and 
they  jMmrctl  him  nitl  wine  ihut  was  like  fire,  and  re- 
scinhletl  the  rosy  eheeks  of  a  nnsircss,  till  the  hf]nor 
played  with  his  wits,  and  reirethed  all  the  pleasiircB 
lie  had  enjoyed  Antai  looked  upon  this  jovial 
feast  as  a  thcain  foi  Ins  heart  and  soul  were  at 
home,  and  all  In^  desires  centered  in  fblu  Afler 
some  lime  Cliosroo  addressed  him,  and  asked  him 
qiieslious,  and  joked  and  huighcd  w'lth  Imn,  en¬ 
quiring  uhout  his  country  and  its  habitations.  Airtar 
related  all  thatliad  passed  with  his  unde  and 

the  tribe  ol  Abs  and  so  forth ,  and  when  the  King 
was  certain  tliat  Ins  aflcction  for  Ibln  was  iinsliakcii, 
and  that  his  love  could  not  possibly  admit  of  increase , 
— I  am  truly  surprised,  0  Absian,  said  he,  at  your 
forbearance  and  your  reserve,  your  grievances  being 
of  such  a  nature.  O  my  lord,  said  Aiitai,  f  swear 
by  the  existence  of  youi  munificence,  that  is  un¬ 
bounded,  and  the  Hbcrality  of  your  bands,  that  can 


never  be  forgotten,  I  am  a  dead  man  among  tho 
living  •  0  Aliooifawani?,  added  Monzai,  abandon 
tlic  expressions  of  ignorant  Arabs,  and  j  ecoHcet  that 
you  are  in  a  place,  wlicrc  decorum  and  civilty  are  cx- 
pectcdi  Fill  youi  glass  and  drink,  and  listen  to  the 
voice  of  the  songstress  who  would  soothe  ihcalHicied; 
and  enjoy  the  happy  hours.  Ah'  said  Antai,  how 
dchghtiul  would  be  all  you  say,  were  my  heart  at 
ease,  and  tluis  he  exelanned 

Wine  cannot  calm  my  heart,  sickuciis  will  not 
“  quit  my  boefy — my  eyelids  are  ever  sore— tears 
‘‘ever  stream  m  torrents  Irom  them.  The  song- 
stress  would  soothe  iny  heail  with  her  voice;  hut 
lovc-sick  heart  loathes  it  The  romcmbiances 
“  oi  Ibla  draw  off  niv  mind  liom  her  song,  and  I 
“  would  say  to  my  tnend,  tins  is  all  a  dream  In 
the  land  oi'  Ilcdjaz  are  the  tents  of  niy  tribe,  and 
to  meet  them  again  is  forhuklen  me  x\n\ongst 
“  the  tents  of‘  that  people  is  a  jdumjvliippcd  damsel 
‘^that  ne^cr  removes  her  veil,  and  under  her  veil 
arc  eyes  thai  inspire  sickness,  and  the  pupils  of 
“  her  eyes  slnke  rvith  disease  Between  lier  lips  is 
“  the  purest  musk,  and  cainplior  diluted  w'lth  wine. 
“  My  love  and  madness  are  dear  to  me,  for  to  him 
wlio  lovc>,  sweet  is  the  ]iang  of  love,  0  dauglUei 
“  of  Malik,  let  my  Iocs  inuinjih  m  my  .thscncc, 
‘‘Ictilicin  watch  or  slei?p,  But  in  my  journey  I 
liavc  encountered  events  that  would  Lmn  children 
gray  m  then  avidlcs.  Plcasuses  liave  succeeded 
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to  difficulties,  and  I  have  met  a  monaveli  whom 

no  words  can  describe— a  King  to  whom  all  the 
‘‘creation  is  a  slave,  and  to  whom  fortune  is  a  vas* 
‘^sal,  whose  liaiid  dislnbutcs  bounties,  so  that  I 
“  know  not  whcthei  it  is  the  sea  or  a  cloud.  The 
“  sun  has  inv(?stcd  him  with  a  crown,  so  that  the 
“  world  need  not  fear  darkness  The  stars  are  Ins 
“  jewels,  in  which  tlicrc  is  a  moon  brilliant  and  lurai- 
“  nous,  as  at  its  rull.  Mankintl  is  corporeal,  and  he 
“  IS  spiritual  Let  every  joint  and  every  tnembci 
“  laud  bib  name  Live  foi  ever,  rnnee  of  the 
“  horsemen,  long  as  the  dove  pours  its  plaintive 
“  note,  hve  for  ever 

Chosroc  was  greatly  pleased  and  surprised  at 
these  verses,  foi  he  was  liimscll'  eloquent  in  the 
Arabian  dialect,  W ore  I  to  give  you  my  kingdom, 
0  Absiaii,  said  he,  it  would  be  a  snuiJl  gift  iti  cotn- 
panson  witli  your  i!oser(>i,  fui-  what  I  can  grant  is 
but  transitory,  like  all  other  tilings ,  but  your  com¬ 
mendations  will  endure  loi  .jges  Oblige  me,  and 
demand  of  me  av  bat  may  giatdy  you,  that  1  iiuiy  at 
any  rate  make  you  some  com]iensation  foi  your 
praises,  Indcefl,  said  Antai,  I  have  fallen  by  your 
bounty  into  a  sea  that  has  neither  length  nor  breadth, 
and  I  shall  not  return  but  with  what  will  laiso  my 
glory  amongst  my  countrymen ,  but  1 1  willy  do  wish 
my  uncle’s  daughter,  Ibl«,  had  on  her  he^id  a  tau*a 
like  this,  for  it  would  set  her  off  finely  ,  but  I  know 
it  IS  very  ill-brcd  in  me  to  make  such  a  request. 


Cliosroe  lauglietl  and  smiled  al  Anlar’s  remark  , 
lie  spoke  to  one  of  Ins  satraps,  who  rose  up,  and 
ill  a  short  time  returned,  and  witli  him  were  four 
Blavcs  hearing  a  canopy  of  silver  ,  on  the  lop  of  it 
was  a  hawk  formed  of  burnished  gold,  its  eyes  were 
of  to}jazcb  and  Us  feet  emeralds.  "Ihis  canopy, 
Aboolfawans,  sliall  servo  3mur  uncled  daughter  to 
sit  in  on  the  night  of  her  marriage  with  3'ou,  and  in 
this  tiara  shall  slic  he  wedded  to  you ,  and  he  took 
the  tiara  from  his  head,  and  untying  his  giidle  and 
mantle  anti  his  coronet,  he  had  them  down  rn  the 
jjavilion,  desiring  An  tar  to  accept  tlicin  all  An  tar 
advanced  towards  the  King,  kissed  his  hands,  and 
tliiis  addressed  inin 

“  O  King  of  the  universe,  I  thank  thee  for  the 
“  vast  gifts  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  me,  thou  hast 
“  granted  me  favors  I  cannot  boar ,  thou  art  the 
most  beneficent  oi’  ail  that  tread  the  earth  i  thou 
“  art  the  man  to  wliom  all  Kings  bow  111  the  day  of 
“  battle ,  every  jVrab  and  every  Persian.  But  thy 
“  slave  still  lives  in  the  agony  he  endures  from  Ins 
love,  his  weakness,  and  Ins  passion.  He  lives  fai 
from  his  friends, for  whom  lie  thirsts ,  and  langnisli- 
ing  loi  Ibhi,  lie  lives  restless  m  tonnents.” 

The  King’s  ftstonislimoiU  increased.  Absian,  said 
lie,  oblige  me  by  demanding  what  more  you  want ; 
I  reipicsl  C)(  you,  sairl  An  tar,  the  renewal  of  I  lie  ap¬ 
pointment  ol  King  Monzor  I  will  do  it,  Antai, 
said  Cliosroc ,  and  he  directed  it  to  he  ivritten 
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lltoiiglioiit  tlie  imperial  dominioas^  that  Monzar 
should  not  be  removed  from  his  government  of  Mas- 
sema,  and  had  he  even  a  blind  daughter,  she  should 
be  tiic  ruler  tliercof,  Have  you  any  other  want, 
said  he,  delivering  the  letter  to  Antai  I  have  no 
other  wish,  said  AiUai,  but  to  return  to  my  country 
and  liome. 

When  those  lliat  envied  and  Imlod  Antnr  among 
(hcPersians^  on  account  of  tlie  presents  and  honours 
he  had  rcec'iveil,  saw  tins,  tiiey  cons])ircd  to  destroy 
him,  and  cany  oil*  his  jirojicrty  Now  Chosroc 
iiad  a  himoiis  wrcstlci,  called  Hostam,  and  he  was 
•cleliratccl  fbi  his  pugilistic  skill  through  various 
realms  and  ciUcs  Anlar's  encniie.s  went  to  hira  in 
order  to  instigate  linn  against  Ainai,  saying— Know, 
most  expert  of  men,  tliat  this  insignillcant  worth* 
less  fiiack  slave  has  received  CliosrocV  tiara,  and  iiu- 
mensc  wealth,  and  is  ruturiiing  with  it  to  Ins  own 
coinitiy  llosUun  sprang  up  like  a  hon,  and  pre* 
renting  himseir  to  the  King  without  asking  per¬ 
mission,  kissed  the  ground — O  great  King,  said 
he,  if  you  have  any  consideration  lor  me,  let  not  a 
slave  of  the  dcsei  I  be  more  digndied  limn  1  am.  You 
liavc  made  him  one  ol  yom  associates  I  am  the 
pugilist  ot  your  throne,  and  llicrcforc  let  not  that 
hcail  be  raised  above  me 

Anlnr  heard  and  saw,  but  understood  not  what 
was  passing  Rostani,  said  Chosroe,  abandon  this 
envious  disposition,  or  thou  wJt  die  of  anguish.  I 
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wish,  said  Rostam,  he  would  present  himself  before 
you,  and  then  I  will  prove  to  you  ho  is  not  worthy 
vour  esteem  I  is’Ill  slay  him  with  this  mace,  and 
will  uiiiic  htin  to  tlie  tribes  of  And  and  Tlicinood 
On  hcanuff  this  the  Kinn  wns  frreatlv  vexed. 
Do  you  coinproheiid,  said  lie  to  Antai,  what  lie 
says,  Aboolfawavis  P  t  have  not  understood  what  he 
said,  but  I  can  perceive  that  he  is  very  lenloiib  and 
that  his  head  is  like  the  head  of  a  camel,  said  Antai. 
Let  me  hear  what  he  wants,  that  1  may  comjily  with 
his  i  cquosl  Tins  man  is  niy  wre.sllei,  said  Chosroc, 
and  IS  come  to  try  his  strength  with  you  iii  wrestling, 
and  prove  your  ])owers  in  the  combat  Is  he  not 
one  of  your  warriors,  asked  Antai,  anti  those  with 
him  arc  thev  not  vour  men  ?  Yes,  siud  Cliosroe 
r  forbade  his  interleruice  with  you.  but  he  will  not 
he  dissuaded  Well,  said  Antai,  1  cannot  allow  my 
arm  to  be  exiended  to  Ins  injury,  and  my  hcarl 
will  not  allow  me  to  hurt  him  on  accoiiiil  of  your 
bounty  and  iavoui,  and  great  kmdnesH  towards  me 
not  tliai  this  miwillmgness  on  my  jiart  ongmiiics 
in  feaKoi  in  any  inferionly  to  linn,  but  that  (ho 
Arabs  diould  hear  ol  me,  and  accuse  me  of  mak¬ 
ing  troubles  and  dissensions,  iioi  that  the  noble 
Arabs  may  «ay  of  me  dial.  Aniar,  djeson  ol  ShedacJ, 
presented  himseU  to  Chosroo,  .md  partook  of  Ins 
food,  and  thou  slew  bis  sulijects  in  his  presence 
Aboolfawaris,  said  (he  King,  much  agitated,  if  you 
wrestle  with  Iiim,  will  you  kill  him?  Yes,  said 
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Antai,  for  Jie  onJy  seeks  to  wrestle  ^vith  me,  that  he 
may  destroy  me,  and  you  know,  O  King,  tlial 
wiesthng  is  one  species  of  w<ai’fave ,  aiul  justice  and 
propnetv  are  rwjuired  in  il '  and  if  one  antagonisl 
prevails  ov(?i  the  oilier  antagonisl,  lie  abuses  and 
reviles  linn,  but  should  lus  antagonist  be  angry  at 
bun,  he  kill^  limi 

Listen  to  me,  said  Cliosroc  to  Hostani ,  do  not 
provoke  this  man  I  (ear  for  you,  lest  he  overcome 
you,  and  if  you  do  not  behave  pn'iperly  to  him,  be 
will  teal  out  from  lietwcen  vour  ribs  I 

must  wicstie  with  htm,  said  Rostam  ;  if  he  kt/.ls  me, 
let  my  blood  and  property  be  Ins,  and  esteemed 
duly  won  among  ibesc  warnois  Strip  oir  your 
clothes  then,  siud  Chosroe,  bis  countenance  infliimed 
with  wralh,  aiul  jirepare  lt>r  tlic  combat  1  will  tell 
him  that  lie  may  engage  with  you,  and  lliat  youi 
blood  will  be  luirly  his  So  Uostam  look  (df  lus 
garments,  and  was  stripped  Irom  hi«  shoulders,  that 
ivero  hurder  than  a  rock,  and  Ins  twisted  arms  were 
like  columns 

Arise  Abnolfaw'iins,  said  the  King,  and  w  restle 
with  Inin,  and  if  lie  plays  the  lool  with  you,  shiy 
him,  and  hasten  Ins  death,  and  mind  not  I  he  conse¬ 
quences,  you  are  not  answerable  lor  Ins  blood, 

Antar  sprang  on  lus  legs,  and  ilirew  .iliout  his  arms 
and  tw'isled  Ins  skirls  about  Ins  waistband,  and  as 
lie  was  about  to  begin,  Aboollawans,  said  Cliosroe, 
you  liavc  not  stripped,  or  put  on  the  short  breeches, 
ns  every  pugilist  docts  Tly  your  existence,  0  King 


of  the  age,  repUcd  Aiitar,  I  never  m  niy  Hfu  wrestled 
wjlh  short  brccelies,  and  nc\cr  will  I  wrestle  but  in 
the  clothes  of  a  lioisonian  ClKisroc  was  greatly 
iroubled  the  biiriung  of  lire,  he  exclamicil, 

Nevei,  in  the  coursi'  ol*  ni}  tile,  havt‘  1  seen  a  man 
wrestle  as  a  horseman,  wilhuiit  hreeelics  To  day, 
said  Antal,  you  sliall  see  what  I  will  do  with  ilos- 
lam  m  t!ie  presence  ol  those  wainors 

Antar  went  up  to  Rostain,  llosium  bent  hiinscif 
like  an  arch,  and  appeared  like  a  burning  flame  lie 
rushed  ujjoii  Antai  ^s'llIl  all  Ins  Jorce,  foi  he  looked 
on  him  as  a  common  man,  iUul  he  did  not  know  that 
A  ltai,  even  m  his  youth,  used  u>  wrestle  with  he 
ami  ''he  eranels  ni  the  jilains  and  the  rocks  Tliey 
grasped  each  othci  with  their  hands,  they  butted  wuli 
then  heads,  they  assaulted  with  their  wholi'  might, 
like  two  hous  oi  two  elephants  Then  tlostam 
stretched  out  Ins  hand  at  A  nlais  waistband,  and 
clung  to  n,  and  allempicd  to  lilt  linn  up  m  his  arms, 
iutt  he  foiiiul  him  like  a  ^loiie  fixed  m  ii  towei,  and 
he  tottered  before  him  Then  lie  repented  of  wlint 
he  had  done,  and  ol  having  provoked  Anlai.  He 
slackened  Ins  hold,and  he  ran  vound  Inm  for  an  liour, 
III  the  ]n’L'sence  lA'  Chosroe  and  his  <ittendaiifs  He 
ll'ion  >^]n'ang  behind  Inm,  and  thrust  lus  head  botw'een 
his  legs,  and  attempted  to  raise  him  on  the  back  of 
lus  neck,  iind  to  dash  Inm  on  the  gvomul ,  but  Antar 
knew  what  were  lus  nUcntions  and  lus  secret  designs 
‘'O  he  closed  Ins  knees  on  Rostain’s  neck,  and  almost 


made  his  cyc-balls  start  from  their  sockets,  anti  near¬ 
ly  dupnvuil  luin  of  IHe.  Rostain  was  tcrnficcl,  anti 
wislied  to  escape  from  between  his  legs,  but  he  could 
not,  every  attempt  failed,  Antar  was  like  a  block 
of  Slone  glowing  on  a  desert  m  a  mountain  Antai 
stezed  Imu  by  bts  bieeclies,  and  clung  to  Inin,  and 
r/iiscd  him  up  m  his  hands  like  a  sparrow  in  the 
claws  of  a  Inrd  of  prey,  and  walked  away  with  Jmn 
among  ilie  nnilliUule,  wishing  to  wrestle  quietly 
before  the  King  Hut  Roslain,  when  he  saw  his 
life  was  in  ^Viitai's  hands,  like  a  young  child  >vas 
abashed  unil  nun  tified  heforo  ihc  warriors  ,ind  sa¬ 
traps,  and  ihe  great  King  lie  clenched  his  list,  and 
struck  Antai  on  the  eai,  Antai  soon  recovered 
from  tliG  blow — he  returned  to  the  tlircshold  ol  the 
palace,  ami  daslied  liini  9n  thegroumi,  and  smashed 
him  io  atoms  'rhen  presenting  Jnm.seJf  to  Chosrou 
he  thus  spoke. 

Death  has  resolved  he  should  die  slain,  and 
should  ]>e  subdued  and  disgraced  by  me  Cursc?> 
“  on  his  hands  >  It  was  his  arrogant  folly  that 
“  pointed  out  tlic  road  by  Avhich  ho  sliolild  be 
destroyed  Had  thy  eyes  behold  my  deeds  m 
“  the  combat,  where  tlic  spears  tears  tlie  iiands  of 
the  lancers,  thou  wouldst  Iiavo  feared  foi  the 
extinction  of  his  days  ivlicn  lit  outraged  me  in 
“  this  leiigtli  oiied  action.  0  King,  who  has  en- 
“joyed  every  glory,  listen  to  niy  story  and  the 
account  of  mv  honours.  He  sought  m  everv 


way  lo  increase  his  fame  by  lus  deeds ,  so  I  left 
“  him  tiftci  that  reduced  to  infamy  Truly  }ie 
“  hastened  tl\c  tune  of  his  own  fate,  and  lus  destiny 
was  at  niv  disposal  God  ordained  his  death  ibr 
his  acts,  and  detmiuiied  it  sfioiild  be  executed  by 
my  hand  IlaiU  tUeiij  0  King!  hvc  foi  ever  in 
prol octet!  happiness  that  may  never  fail  thee.” 
Then  iv'as  Nuslnrvan  Cjuite  confoiintled  at  Jus 
powers.  O  Kuip;,  '?aid  AuUir,  I  sweai  by  the  two 
eyes  of  Tbiii  (to  me  the  most  saci  ed  ol  oaths),  that 
when  I  raised  him  on  my  hands,  niy  only  intention 
was  to  bring  liiin  before  you  and  wrestle  m  your 
presence  but  ns  he  transgressed  the  fair  laws  of' 
battle,  there  was  iiolinng  foi  him  but  death 
Chosroc  Iielievcd  w  liat  he  saul,  and  ordered  llos- 
t urn's  property  to  be  confiscated,  and  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Antal,  and  In  gave  him  a  written 
assignment  of  ins  possessions  and  ficfs 

And  w'hcn  the  day  W'as  spent,  Monzar  Iiemmod 
the  signal  foi  rising  Aiitai  got  up,  and  .isked 
Chosroe's  pcrnussion  to  coinmence  Ins  journey 
the  ordei  being  given  foi  his  being  siipplictl  with 
the  finest  steeds,  ant!  all  their  golden  accoutrements 
and  ricli  honsings  They  went  to  tlie  house  that 
ivas  set  ajiart  foi  them  ,  wlicre  Antar  Umnd  treasures 
of  wealth,  and  horses  and  mules,  niul  he  <ind  she 
camels,  and  other  goods  no  words  can  tell  Antar 
tiskeii  w  hence  they  came  Aboolfuwari.s,  saidMonzai, 
tins  13  the  property  of  Ilostam  and  they  vcfioscd 


tiJi  movmvg  y  when  JVIubKlfln  ct'inic  c'tntl  ooniph- 
mentetl  thorn,  am]  at>  Ijo  vab  kohih  with  them  to 

on 

Nusliirvan,  I  wish,  niv  lord,  saut  Anhu  lo  t}u‘ 
Vizu'j,  that  you  would  inlroduco  me  to  tht‘  toinpli’s 
of  fire  * 
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7’A«  SiXllt.  ChiipUr  contuiin^d 

- AnUir  to  (Ijo  Vr/ior,  Iiulcecl,  niy 

lord,  you  Imvc*  ovcru'ficlnK'd  yum  shivc  willi  i;i- 
voms  and  kuidiU'SKos,  no  longue  can  describe ,  still 
I  Ivave  one  •svisli  tliat  you  ^vu\dd  allow  mo  to  view 
llic  "roinple.s  ol'  Kiro,  tiiat  I  may  beliuld  tlicii  im- 
nistcjh  and  treasures,  luul  the  sei’vicc^  rcnuueil  in 
them.  'J’lierc  let  me  observe  lU  bhr/ing,  and  lujw 
llie  ollicei.^  sujiplv  l)ie  llaino,  so  thatH  on  luy  return 
btnne,  I  uuw  be  abk  U>  relate  ti^  my  Ivvends  whiil 
I  JiavL  seen  in  the  I’eniples  ol  I’lit  ()  Aboolln- 
waris,  ie])lied  iMubulaii,  T  c:uuu>t  pof-.^ihly  eoiuUtcL 
you  to  (he  I’eniples  of  j'’ir(.,  bocausi*  you  scoH’ at 
them  Ibit  d  you  are  venl\  anxious  to  eiilci, 
punf\  youi  tluaights  towawk  the  adored  (ual, 
tiiiil  pioslialc  yourself  in  woislnp,  1  swear  hy  the 
Ainiighty  God,  .aided  Antar,  that  I  do  not  \isil 
them  but  with  the  puiesl  views,  foi  I  am  Awinv 
tliey  arc  <aie  ol  Ciod's  miracle.^,  Upon  tlu>, 

Imlau  led  huu  to  the  Cduel’ 'Lem}de,  wiievc  he  be¬ 
held  a  inagnillcent  lauhhng,  of  yellow  brass,  raised 
on  ])dlar.s  of’  steel,  with  ]irccioiih  stones  in  tlie  in¬ 
terstices — the  wondci  of  the  age,  to  a.st(>nish  the 
M'isest  t)l  men.  U  )iad  llircc  stones,  and  lo  each 
story  were  three  povlak,  and  to  each  yional  wove 
VOL  i  \ 
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slaves  aiul  servantf,,  statu)uc<l  evet*  tlic*  t’dillce  An- 
tai*  gazed  al  these  men  with  giiUeving  Itirnis,  and 
roim<l  the  waists  ef  each  wene  leathei  eeverings  nt 
the  ionu  of  short  breeches ,  uul  they  were  stand¬ 
ing  at  die  doors  ol  the  'rciujile,  some  iicai  and 
some  lit  a  disiimeo.  In  then  huiuls  were  jiokevs  ol 
steel*  witli  n'hich  tliev  raised  the  ilaine,  heedless  ol 
the  God  of  tlie  two  worlds,  and  uttering  Magiun 
words,  that  ravislied  the  voiil  whilst  their  Sln  iklt, 
sealed  on  it  bench  of  skin,  thauiued  in  his  own 
tonmie  The  fhe  bJa/ed  befoit  Imn  ;  the  foe)  was 
of'  aloe-wood ,  toward.^  wiueh  itiey  .df  addressud 
tliejj  ]>rosfiatJ03is,  savoiiin  1  «md  you,  wi  laud 
tiiu  adorcti  (iod Jluinilan  aeeostetl  him  with 
salutations,  and  jnosUateil  hnn.seli  birloi'C  the  fni’, 
and  walked  round  it,  >vjii[st  Antur  followed  in  great 
flstonjslnnenl  niul  snr[)r]sei)t  all  lie  did  Ilowevn, 
he  mutated  ium  m  everything  heohseived  him  do, 
at  which  iVIiihidan  was  t^xtieniely  jiK-ased,  si'emg 
Ium  thus  w'lilk  nmnd,  and  oKei  up  Ins  prayers 
Ever,  O  Aboolliiwans,  said  he,  mav  von  conunm* 
yom  adorations  to  ilie  lire,  mglit  mul  day ,  m  it 
have  I  over  found  my  salety  atul  pro5})eiJiy  Nm  or 
may  any  m.fttt'y  assail  you'  may  no  foe  even  harm 
yom  person'  My  h>rdy  replied  Anbn,  where  emi 
'We  over  find  n  fire  like  vour  fire,  for  vou  kindle  it 
with  aloe- wood  and  perl  nines,  thenee  pioeoeds  a 
tleheinus  saipour,  and  thenee  issues  tins  fragrant 
essence,  lluit  exhilarates  the  heart  13 ul.  onr  abode 
is  n  barren  waste,  where  nought  is  to  he  prncuretl 
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l)Ut  till'  oi  nniJL'ls,  aiul  linmi'hi's  »>1  i>TCOii 

woddj  wIr‘ii(.‘g  proci'L'tlN  a  siiiokc  luul  &iut‘lls  lo  blniil 
l!u‘  Molit  aiul  liiHtracl  llic  brain,  and  to  coidust^  tho 
'^tJiisLs  iMiiliulan  lauylu’il,  and  felt  convinced  lliat 
/\iil:n'  \\()tild  never  lelirifjuisii  the  \corslii|)  ol  statues 
.uid  inaiiros  Alloi  dll.'.,  the}  (putted  the  ^LVmple 
ol  rncj  and  the  liii^iant  odi)in>,  more  extjinsite 
than  amber<>;ii>  dust  then  tlie  recolleetioii  ol’llila 
oi'curred  to  his  mind,  and  his  nnaiiinalioii  being 
aguivted  with  Ins  ]n\ssu>n,  he  thus  spoke 

The  logs  ol  aloe  sparkle  in  the  fire,  .ind  llio 
flimies  blazi*  high  in  l)ie  an  ,  die  s^vee^ness  ol  its 
“  vajHiiii  rein  .slies  my  licarr,  wlien  it  is  wafted 
wiih  a  norilicrlv  wind  Its  bnlliamy  and  Ihniie 
“  aif  like  the  iact'  ta  ni}  beaiitetaH  [lila.  Jhit, 
()  (ire,  blaze  not — Imi'ii  not — for  m  bean  is 
‘‘  a  flame  inoie  liinous  than  tlice'  Sleep  has  aban- 
“  doiicd  m>  e\'es  by  inglii^  when  1  beliold  my 
“  Ineiids  in  the  wiiiirs  ol  darkness,  Deho-luiul 

“  would  1h'  iti  file  the  al)odi‘  o(  mv  tribe,  were  1 

♦* 

even  pool,  and  not  worth  a  haltei  in  a  distant 
“  land,  1  slioiild  hvl  no  more  anxiety  lor  ilie  song, 
“  th(ni«:li  all  Us  cUies  were  lu  luy  possession,  'idle 
snuda*  ol  the  lierbs  .it  liome.  when  it  is  sientu'd 
Lwe'i  \Yidi  eamef.s  dung,  is  sweelei  to  me  than 
“  the  aloe-woo(h  «uid  more  briliiant  to  my  i‘yes  yi 
the  obseinitv  ol  mgiu  0  m\  lord,  niy  anxiety 
“  meiiv'ises  to  see  in\  Ineiids  so  {HTimt  me  to  de- 
“  pai  l ,  thou  irt  my  slat  ami  my  support,  be  mcr- 
“  ciliil,  and  compassionate  my  situation  I  have 
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“  no  siK’COur  in  the  ^vorl(l  but  tlion,  lowavtls  the 
“  siiccoss  t)l  Jny  projects  So  irrant  me  my  rc(|Uest , 

“  and  maysl  thou  cvei  live  ha}>]’>  .  maysL  ihou 
live  lou^,  ami  glorams,  aiul  great,  lu  every  leli- 
‘‘  city  ami  every  hoiunu 

Alien  tins,  j\lnhulan  comhicled  Anlai  to  the 
Iveasunes  ot  ihe  1‘ersum  monarch,  where  he  opened 
chests  lull  of  the  )n'ccu)ns  meialsj  and  jc.vels,  and 
peavU,  and  ai  tick's,  that  cuniounded  tlie  ^ighl,  iiiul 
♦uhu/x'lI  the  senses  Come,  Ahoollawavis,  said  lie, 
what  do  yon  want^  What  the  king,  in  lus  imnnii- 
eeiice,  rejihed  Antai,  liiis  already  bestowed  on  me, 
IS  sulhcient  lor  me  An  Arab  only  jirides  liiiiiseir 
on  the  number  of  lus  liorscs,  and  his  ln‘  and  '^be 
camels,  and  I  iiave  alreiuly  olilained  eiulless  abond- 
ancL,  but  to  show  my  obedience,  1  will  lake 
these  three  strings,  and  this  chu]>let  ol  jewels,  loi 
the  daiiglitei  ol  iiij  uncle,  Ibla  Ihil  as  he  ea>t 
his  eyes  around,  be  belield  a  ]la^■l\lon,  wiiose  like 
no  king  ol  the  woild  }H)ssessetl  It  was  culled  the 
rieansjiliere,  ind  it  was  a  load  h)i  loMy  camels 
It  iwst  belonged  to  IShedud  tlie  son  ol  Aad ,  it 
descemled  to  3'haiaoh,  ami  alterwards  to  Nimroil, 
the  son  ol  Canaan ,  ami  it  contmued  Ui  descend 
Ivom  King  In  King  till  \t  eaiue  to  the  kmjierov  oi 
Greece.  At  that  time  Chosroc  and  t  «es(n  reigned 
over  the  whole  earth — and  the  Enjihrates  ilivided 
them  The  Em)ieror  ruled  <nei  the  couniries  ol 
Europe  and  lim  Chnstmii  tnlies,  and  Cliosroc  Nu- 
shu'viin  ruled  over  Ihc  Arabs  and  the  Icisians 
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HiU  ,it  all  (lilies  (lie  Emperor  wns  obliged  to  pay 
tribute  to  tlie  Monardi  ol  Persia,  Ibi  Iun  cnlers 
were  obeved  m  evci'\  land  Ibil  one  year  the 
i'aiipci'oi  went  to  vimI  the  Persian  knii^;  and  ns 
amongst  .ih  his  riehes  he  had  nothing  to  oflei  as  a 
present  hut  thi:»  jiavilioii,  he  gave  it  to  him,  and 
by  the  command  of  Phosroc  it  \eas  ])itehcd  at 
iMt)davin,  and  it  o<  copied  in  its  niitnensity  ball  llic 
laiul  of  Modavin  ’J'lie  Pei‘.sian  king  was  greatly 
asltmishod,  <ind  evci’v  bi*iiohler  was  aaiia/ed .  Ibr  it 
was  t)j  network,  formed  of  jilates  oi  gold  and  silver 
and  emeralds,  and  tluieMvere  painted  on  it  all  that 
Chul  bad  created  —  cities,  villages,  towns,  trees, 
buds,  etmntju*-.  waters,  and  nveis  And  (^liosroe, 
as  lu  looked  at  its  \>emnies,  was  so  ovetjoved,  that 
In  relieved  the  l^nlp^‘lol  tnmi  the  ea|ntalion  and 
trihutc  loi  ten  wliole  vuiis  It  remained  in  the 
tveasnry  ot  the  King  till  Ant  iv  canu*  vwib  Moiv/.ai 
to  ?iIodaym,  and  slew  the  (beek  warnoi,  and  en- 
teied  the  treasury  of  the  Persian  Moiiarih  and  as 
be  looked  at  the  pavilion,  he  said  to  Midndiui,  T 
M  l  ill  to  have  that  jiavihon,  that  1  inav  |)iesenl  it 
to  Ihia  on  the  night  of  iiiy  niarnag^*  Atubulan 
smileil,  and  ordered  (he  slaves  to  remove  the  pa¬ 
vilion  to  the  house  ,  .iiul  they  did  as  lliev  were  l>id 
.iiul  as  (hev  wen*  (jUUliiig  the  treasury,  siid  Antai 
to  IMuhidan,  Know,  my  lord,  that  wlien  I  entered 
the  temples  ot  the  Fue,  I  asked  of  il  a  iavoiii ,  I 
know  mil  wliethei  iL  will  grant  it,  oi  wliclher  iL 
will  detaiii  me  lunger,  and  withhokl  it  What  was 


304 


AN'I’AKN  ANXIKTY  TO  RKTUUN  linait* 


tliy  wish,  liorsenian  of  thy  ago  ^  said.  Mubidan  f 
rc(|ucstt!d,  rcplic^d  Aulm,  ii  speedy  rotuvii  to  my 
iumily  and  country  Know  then,  said  !Mubulan, 
if  the  hire  consent  lo  tliy  prayci,  lo-niorrow ,  .it  an 
early  hoiu,  ])roparatioiis  hIiuU  be  made  loi  the 
journey  Upon  tins  they  ])ruceciled  to  the  3ving\ 
]inlaee  He  received  them  most  graciously,  and 
scaling  Antai  near  him,  im|uired  al’ter  his  health, 
and  what  he  had  received  Venlj,  said  Antai,  the 
toninie  Jails  in  describing  what  I,  your  slave,  have 
received  Iroiii  your  boiiiUv  and  iniiniJicence,  and 
I  have  iiotlnng  furtlier  to  demand,  ))ut  <i  return  lo 
211V  Jaimly  ami  country  But  the  King,  tinning 
touanis  Alidudan,  tlirew  hun  a  '-oil  of  leaves,  and 
said,  Put  aside  all  that  u  noted  ni  this  roll,  [iro- 
perty  and  jewels,  loi  Ahuolfawans  Antai.  I  have 
written  to  the  trcasuiy  for  money — to  the  wardrobe 
(or  superb  Studs — U>  the  iiniiouvy  (or  eiui  asses  and 
arms — anil  to  llie  keepei  ol  the  women  loi  male 
and  female  slaves ,  and  lot  the  wiiole  be  given  ovei 
to  Antai,  in  addition  to  the  ponflseatcd  properl), 
and  with  what  he  has  chosen,  and  the  pavilion 
called  the  Ilemispliore,  so  that  no  blame  oi  re¬ 
proach  be  attached  to  me,  but  the  reproach  be  on 
you  alone  IIis  dc})arLure  iimsl  still  be  delayed 
tlu-ee  days  mid  when  all  is  jirejiared  tbi  lu>  join- 
iiey,  inform  me,  that  I  may  also  go  forth  to  bid  him 
fiirowell,  and  do  towards  Inm  ns  he  deserves  at  my 
1  lands 

Early  next  day  Antai  started  up,  and  liaving 
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ktsisod  lliii  ground,  1k‘  nnd  ^liibidan  went  ibrtb 
Tile  lattoi-  sent  for  the  trctisurci,  and  told  Inni  "wliat 
qtmntUy  oi  ii’koncy  the  kin*;  hml  tissipjnetl  to  Abool- 
iawnns  Antai  ,  anil  he  said,  I  have  the  Great  King’s 
order  for  a  lunulrcd  thoiisand  imperial  diiiarb,  and 
4i  Ininihed  thousand  Dakyanos  dinars,  oacli  dinai 
of  the  iiilne  of  seven,  and  bnir  hundred  tliousand 
tiirhems  ol*  silvei  to  distribute ,  *ind  five  huiidrocl 
embroidered  velvet  robes,  anti  a  thousand  silk  vests, 
ol  the  royal  nuuudacture,  as  presunU,  and,  move- 
o\ci,  four  thousand  pieces  of  light  silk  lor  khelaats, 
to  give  away,  and  be  all  this  ])ropcrty  ready,  m 
chests  and  on  mule?,  jVluliidiui  called  fbi  the 
annoiirei,  and  told  him  Mhat  llic  King  had  ordered 
respecting  jiavihoiis.  tents,  aiul  einrasses,  and  arms, 
I’oi  ^Mioollawans  Aiilai,  saying,  I  have  received  the 
royal  signet  to  assign  over  to  Abooliawans  Antar 
twenty  oi  the  grandest  jiaNihons,  and  pavilions  de- 
iionnnaled  Quarter  Globes ,  and  ioiir  thousand  com¬ 
mon  leiitb,  and  foin  tliousand  cuirassesj  and  four 
ihoiisand  bvcast-plutes,  *ini\  evevv  tbinir  oi’tbal  dc- 
sLTiption,  .iccording  to  the  list ,  and  all  witli  then* 
respective  cases  «ind  camels  Mulndan  sent  for  the 
keeper  of  the  women,  and  coniumincated  the  orders 
of  the  Gicat  King  respecting  Abooliawans  Antai  ^ 
saying,  1  have  received  tiie  royal  signet  to  consign 
over  to  Antar  four  hundred  while  male  slaves,  with 
then  clothcb  and  accoutrements,  aiul  then*  horses 
and  tlieir  lrap]nngs ,  and  four  hundred  strong  black 
slaves,  lit  lor  battle  and  waijWith  thcii’ Chief  Aboul- 
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niout,  with  rtll  their  horses  imcl  their  accoutrements, 
luid  then  btciist-j)latcs,  and  cuirasses,  and  tour 
luiiidrcd  Georgian  lenuilc  slaves,  and  tour  Imndrcd 
fuu  liuropean  slaves,  and  lour  iuiiidrcd  Coplit,  and 
foil!  Imiuhed  Tcrsinn  slaves,  and  tour  hundred 
slaves  oF  Tibiih ,  and  let  every  slave  be  mounted 
on  a  mule,  and  uiulei  every  slave  let  tlicre  be  two 
chests  ol  rich  sdk. 

And  Mubulau  Imving  directed  lus  deputy  to 
prepare  all  be  hud  enuin crated  in  three  days,  Aniar 
and  2\fonzai,  and  the  heroes  that  were  with  tlietn, 
witljclren,  preceded  h}'  servants  Jc’rclod  wnh  }>re- 
sents,  and  khelaats,  and  money  But  when  the 
three  days  had  expued,  the  slaves  came  lovth  wuh 
their  burthens,  timl  prepared  the  canids  and  tlie 
nudes  And  just  as  Aniar  was  setting  out,  behold 
]\Iubidan  came  towanls  )um,  <md  laliirig  Inni  by 
the  hand,  condneled  linn  to  Nuslnrvan  As  soon 
Oh  Antai  entered  the  hall  ol'  .uulience,  he  kissed 
the  ground  The  King  directed  hnn  to  he  seated 
Ahooif.iwaris,  said  lie,  1  liave  heard  Iroin  King 
]\IonKai  that  ymi  slow  m  )ns  presence  one  ol  die 
lions  of  Klulan,  your  led  being  rettered,  and  only 
your  hands  at  liherly. — Noav  tins  event  is  thus  ex¬ 
plained  — When  Bahruni,  the  Chiel  oi  lyileni,  saw 
that  Antar  lind  iicrpnred  siicli  an  increase  of  wealth, 
nil  that  tlie  Greek  liad  brought  ivith  Inui  1mm  the 
Einpcroi,  and  all  the  jiroperty  ot‘  the  wrestler  Uos- 
tarn,  and  presents  and  donations  wlncli  were  in 
Mnbidan’s  possession,  the  disease  of  envy  fell  upon 
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iiiiiij  and  preyed  u]ion  liis  heart  and  body.  He 
presented  Jiunsolf  to  Chosroe,  and  exclaimed,  0 
most  noble  j\ronjirch,  the  Kings  of  the  world  have 
not  received  Iroin  von  what  you  liave  besUnved  on 
this  black  slave,  and  he  is  a  avoi  thless,  insignificant 
Avretch  *  Me  slew  yoin*  satrap  Kh<  srcAvan,  lie  routed 
Ins  army  of  twenty  thousand  horse,  and  the  Kings 
of’ the  a^e  will  say  of  vou,  that  yoiu  imuuficence  is 
only  the  result  of  your  tear  of  his  sivord  and  speai. 
The  Em})eroi  will  also  be  enraged  against  you, 
hccause  lie  has  slam  his  warrior,  and  made  Inni 
(Innk  ol  the  cup  of  death  ami  perdition;  and  he 
Avill  deirand  of  vou  blood  ami  revenge  Mv  opinion 
is.  \ou  should  seize  thiM  AVickerl  slave,  take  back 
all  the  ])reseiits  vou  huNe  made  lupi ,  and  detain 
Imn  in  s\a\ei-v  anil  bondauro  Slav  him,  and  make 
him  drink  of  the  cup  ol' annihilation  Tlie  King 
was  exceedingly  wrath,  And  Avhal,  he  exilaimed, 
sluiU  be  my  excuse  AVitli  the  Kings  of  the  world, 
when  they  sliall  say,  Niishirvan  gave  a  llcdoueen 
immense  A\  oak h,  then  betrayed  him,  and  took  hack 
all  he  had  bestowed  on  lum  ^  I  sliall  be  calleil  a 
misei  Uenounte  s\ich  a  ]wo)vet,  0  lhahiam  '  If 
you  feat  the  reproaches  of  Kings,  l  elurned  Ihilivam, 
send  for  tins  skive  mloyour  presence  t  tell  lum  you 
liavc  lieaid  from  King  iMoiizar  that  he  sleiv  a  lion 
of  Khilau  before  him  when  his  ieel  were  fettered, 
and  Ills  Iiamks  alone  at  liberty  He  will  .say,  Yes, 
0  King  ^  Then  say  you  wisli  to  see  liim  combat 
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With  a  Hon.  Lot  loose  at  Iiiin  yoiu  lion,  that  you 
Jiave  brought  up  and  ntimccl  Klicniccs — huge  as  an 
dopliant  a  beast,  your  <mnieb  and  yoiir  liorsemeu 
dare  not  face.  Sliould  he  slay  that  icroeious  lion, 
he  will  have  nicntcd  al  youi  liauds  the  weallli  you 
have  bestowed  on  him.  Should  tlie  lion  destroy 
him,  all  youi  properly  will  revert  to  yon.  The 
Kings  of  the  wdds  and  tlic  deserts  will  hold  3^00 
excused,  and  110  reproach  be  attached  to  your  name 
'J'he  jMonarcIi  hung  bn,  head  towards  the  ground ; 
and  alter  a  little  reflection,  he  exclaimed,  Ihit  should 
Aiiliu*  slav  the  lion,  and  make  Inm  taste  ol  tlie  cup 
ol  vengeance  — — Should  Atitai  slay  lla  hou, 
said  Jdahrnij),  intemipting  him,  then  let  my  blood 
and  iny  ]n‘opcity  be  legally  Ins  Chosroe  joyed  in 
bis  heart,  and  ordeied  linn  to  be  scaled,  uml  Mu- 
bidan  was  duectod  to  produce  the  hero,  bo  he 
rcpaircil  to  ills  dwelling,  iind,  jireveiitnig  lus  de- 
fiarture,  conducted  him  to  the  picycnceof  the  Gicat 
King.  AVlien  Anlar  ojilered  tlie  midience-dmmhei , 
he  made  lus  salutation,  and  kissed  llic  ground  'I'he 
King  ordered  linn  to  sit  down,  tind  altei  talking 
familiarly  with  liiin  lor  a  while,  I  have  hi'tml,  he 
coniinucil,  0  Ahooliawavis,  Ivom  King  Moir/ai, 
that  you  engaged  a  hon  in  his  presence,  your  legs 
being  lettered,  and  only  yoni  bunds  al  liberty  I 
am  very  anxious  to  see  you  lluis  contend  with  a 
lion  winch  I  have  brought  up.,  and  named  Klicmeeb , 
huge  as  an  nnnicnse  ciepbant — of  amazing  strciiglli 
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aiul  fierceness.  ()  m\  Iniil.*  criotl  Autai,  liavc  yon 
onlv  sent  lor  luc  to  ineoi  a  lion  He  is  tlie  veriest 
tlo^of  tlio  wiUlsand  the  jilains  By  yoiii  lilo,  0 
Kin^  ol  tile  ai>v,  I  wli^  lliinkin«  tlmL  you  could 
only  have  culled  on  me  m  some  j>rcal  crisis,  oi 
.i^'umst  a  va.'^t  aini^,  in  order  that  I  might  destroy 
them  with  my  snord.  But  it  it  he  onlv  to  encountei 
this  brute,  come  on,  ar>  vou  ^.liense  ^  The  jMonarch 
was  slruelv  witli  wonder  ul  the  slrcngdi  ol’his  heart, 
*ind  coiumanded  the  lion  to  he  brought  Ibrth. 
eomourse  of  people  went  out,  and  liavuii*  bound 
tile  beast  oi  the  loiesls  with  ehams  of  iron,  and 
live  stout  wuii'iuLs  holding  each  a  link  ortho  chain, 
tliey  dragged  Imn  out.  His  body  was  oi  enormous 
length,  Ills  maki‘  hroatl,  1h?«  ehoiit  wide,  his  nostrils 
Hut,  his  mane  vellou,  and  Hashes  of  lire  shot  (roin 
his  eyes  i'aidi  fang  was  a  j.or?'oi,  iUit!  Ins  claws 
tenors.  At  tlie sight,  the  Kings  indignation  against 
]hdirmn  increased ,  but  turning  towards  Antar,. 
Now,  Aboollawarih,  lie  cried,  deseend ,  let  me  be- 
liold  yoin  contest  ’\silh  this  furious  lion,  Autnr 
instantly  sprang  up,  and  lucking  the  skills  ol'  his 
garments  withm  Ins  giixlle,  he  gnispi'd  liis  sword  in 
Ins  right,  and  his  shield  m  his  left  hand,  and,  thus 
armed,  stalked  lowurils  the  lion,  Ins  lieart  liardcr 
tliaii  rock;  and,  as  he  tliouglit  ol  Ibla,  he  thus 
s[)oke 

‘‘  O  lion,  shind  firm — flinch  not,  attack  me,  for 

1  fcai  tlicc  not-— assault  me,  I  will  not  shrink 

from  the  fight  with  one  like  thee — I  dread  thee 
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not.  If  tiioii  tlunkcst  thy  lace  stern,  I  am  also 
fierce  of  aspect,  but  no  coward.  Tins  day  thou 
slmJt  he  piostr.'Uo — thou  slialt  be  bumbled  low 
“  in  tile  dust  ^Ucceivc  llic  blow  from  the  arm  of 
“  Antai,  and  he  deeply  dyed  in  lliinc  own  blood.*’ 
The  mind  of  the  King  was  vapt  m  astonish- 
nicnt  at  these  verses,  and  lie  felt  more  and  more 
the  intrepidity  of  Antar,  v/ho  stood  in  front  of  the 
lion,  and,  shouting  at  him,  began  to  draw  him  on, 
as  a  ferocious  lion  does  a  woukei  aminal  — 'some¬ 
times  he  assailed  him  on  the  left,  sometimes  from 
the  right,  and  the  hon  knew  not  which  way  to 
turn  in  the  ]>i‘csencc  of  Antai,  who,  at  length,  cry¬ 
ing  out  ‘‘O  by  Absl  O  by  Adnan*  I  am  ever 
the  lo  -ei  of  Ibla struck  the  beast  witii  J)haim 
between  the  eyes,  and  tlio  sword  coiUinned  to  slide 
through  hib  body  till  il  issued  out  beU^cen  his 
tbijrhs  Aiuar  cut  Inni  m  twain  before  the  Mall  of 
Audience  as  if  he  had  dwuled  him  witli  a  scale , 
ihcn,  coming  forward,  he  prayed  foi  tlic  eonn- 
nuatiou  ot  the  Monarch’s  glory  “  Ne^v'cr  be  tby 
hand  paralysed  cried  Chosroo  may  no  one 
ever  iiarm  thee,  0  Aboolfiiwaris,  thou  ornaiucut  of 
every  assembly  •  for  thou  art  indeed  an  imdaunted 
lion,  and  a  victorious  warrior '  an<l  thy  enemies  arc 
overthrown.”  He  instantly  ordered  Jhtliram  to  be 
seized  and  his  licad  to  be  struck  ofi;  and  Ins  pro¬ 
perty  to  be  given  to  Antar— money,  tui’iiitiirc,  aiKl 
slaves,  and  though  Autai  wished  to  intercede  for 
him,  “  I3y  the  buvnmg  of  the  Fire,  0  horseman  of 
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the  world  '''  exclaimed,  tlie  King,  he  is  a  vdinin. 

Ir  was  lie  wlio  persuaded  me  to  ordei  this  com¬ 
bat  but  I  only  consented  to  Ins  suggestions,  that 
all  his  possessions  might  devolve  on  you ,  and  I 
now  grant  you  all  Jus  wealtli  Take  them,  and 
depart,  but  do  not  rc]irouch  me  for  my  oflencc 
Tlic  o/Tiecrs  struck  off  Bahram’b  head,  and  loaded 
Antai  witli  every  article  he  possessed*  Moiizar 
rejoiced  at  Antar’s  accession  of  wealth ;  for  he  had 
been  tlic  cause  of  raising  the  honour  and  credit  of 
the  Arabs  among  the  worshippers  of  Fire  Thus 
Antai  departed  from  the  land  of  Moclayiii  with 
boiiiulless  riches  and  incalculable  wealth.  The 
Great  King  also  mounted,  witii  i^rubidan  and  all 
the  Satraps,  to  take  leave  of  An  tar :  and  M'lton  they 
were  at  some  distance  from  IModayin,  and  liad 
plunged  into  the  barren  desert,  Antai  dismounted 
ironi  Ahjei,  and,  moving  towards  the  King,  kissed 
Ins  loot  in  the  stirrup,  and  begged  Imn  to  return 
intli  his  attendants,  thus  adclrcssiua'  inm  • 

O  thou  whose  station  is  sublime — in  tliy  bo- 
«  ncricencc  above  the  Jieiglit  of  Sii-ius  and  Avic& 
tliou  art  the  king  like  whom  iheie  iS  no  king, 
“  and  whose  nuimficcnce  is  renowned  over  hill  and 
dale  O  thou,  my  hope  i  thou  liast  overwhelmed 
**  mo  with  favours  0  thou  whose  largesses  rc- 
sembic  die  beau  icons  raiii-cloiid  I  tliou  bast  be- 
stowed  gilts  on  me  whose  extent  I  cannot  count, 
“  so  liberal  is  thy  Jinnd,  0  thou,  my  life  and  my 
‘‘  hope '  thou  art  the  man  to  whom  all  kings  must 
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“  submit,  anti  in  thy  justice  thou  hast  surpassed 
“  nil  thy  jiredcccssors 

Do  not  imagine,  cxclnmicd  the  King  with  airg* 
Tucntcd  delight,  tlmt  we  have  been  able  duly  to  rc- 
coiu]jcnse  you  What  wc  have  given  you  is  perish¬ 
able,  as  every  thing  human  is — but  youi  praises 
will  endure  fbi  ases  £Ic  then  kissed  Antai  be- 
tivcen  the  eyes,  and  hade  him  adieu,  giving  him  as 
a  last  token  a  iieh  robe  and  begging  bun  to  visit 
bun  freipicntly,  he  departed 

Moir/ar  and  Antai  travelled  side  by  sulc,  tra¬ 
versing  tlic  rocks  and  the  deserts  hi  social  converse, 
and  reciting  verses  dav  and  niglit  until  they  reached 
Hirah  and  the  day  of  their  nrnval  was  a  general 
lostivaL  The  Hatrs  and  stmidiirds  were  waved  over 
their  heads,  and  tlio  Arabs  were  amazed  when 
they  saw  the  luimcnse  wealth  that  accomjKttucd 
Antai  Monzai  lodged  Antai  at  a  magnificent 
mansion,  tiiul  made  a  splendid  entertainment  aiul 
feast  foi  all  classes  Antai,  alter  a  stay  ol  three 
days,  on  the  fourth  niormiig  resumed  Ins  journey 
hfonzai*  presented  hmi  a  tliousand  Asalcet  camels 
and  live  hundred  loads  ol  the  rarities  of  Irak,  and 
fifty  noble  steeds,  of  the  most  genciTHis  breed,  with 
then  armour  and  coats  ol  mail,  and  *i  hundred 
female  slaves  and  two  hundred  strong  male  slaves , 
and  the  chief  of  all  the  slaves  was  Aboolmout.  0 
Aboolfawans,  said  Moiv/ai,  will  you  take  an  escort 
to  ])rotcct  you  and  conduct  you  home  ^  What  say 
you  f  exclaimed  Antai  ,  is  one  like  me  in  want  of 
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.1  tnx-gatiiorcr  ?  cmi  one  like  me  Jenr  even  a  count- 
loss  host  ^  Were  c\eii  whole  armies  to  assail  me, 
I  would  meet  them  ^  W ere  even  Death  to  encoiiiUei 
me,  I  would  engage  him  ^  0  my  lorti,  he  added, 

1  only  consider  all  tins  wealth  as  ]>rocccdmg  from 
vou  I  am  now  one  ol  yom  freedmen  and  youi 
slave — (hi  -ttheii  you  had  power  ovei  me  you 
gave  me  liberty,  and  wlicn  T  was  a  pnsoiici  you 
relcMKcd  me.  IRlay  your  sword  be  ever  tlrawn  in 
conquest  against  youi  foes  *  and  may  yom  mu- 
ndlceiice  ever  flow  towards  yom*  suppliants  ■  And 
as  lie  kissed  the  ground  he  thus  continued 

“  0  great  and  renowned.  Monarch,  be  glordicd ' 
“  for  no  one  can  ever  vaunt  himself  superior  to  tliy 
glories  As  to  liberality,  tliy  hand  has  grns])cd 
‘‘  it  all  as  to  ram,  thy  ])alm  bestows  it — and  thy 
hand  calms  every  woe  How  many  hast  thou 
“  relieved  from  sorrow,  whose  pains  vanish  as  soon 
as  ihy  countenance  appears  f  The  copiousiicss 
of  generosity  flows  from  thy  Innd  in  eternal 
streams,  and  one  may  see  thy  fingers  ever  siip- 
plying,  cvci  ^^liowennn  The  armies  of  liattlc 
‘‘  are  thy  drmvn  sword,  and  whcrevei  it  moves 
“  against  tlie  foe,  it  vaiupiishos  May  the  glory  it 
desires  never  fail  it,  and  may  the  world  over  be 
at  thy  command  •  i\f.ay  thy  lord  ever  grant  thee 
every  favour,  and  imiyst  tliou  avert  and  subdue 
“  all  thy  enemies!  May  the  proiccts  and  ofIbrLs  of 
man  ever  fail  against  thy  enterprises,  and  may 
“  glory  ever  belong  to  the  grasj)  of  (he  liand  and 
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“  the  fingers  of  Kmg  Bfonzav !  He  has  attained 
“  every  honoui,  every  virtue,  every  excellence, 
“  every  felicity,  and  universal  liberality.” 

Most  niarvcUous '  exclaimed  Monzai  this  is 
indeed  the  man  who  has  so  nobly  treated  me,  and 
raised  me  to  the  higliest  dignity  ivitli  his  laudatory 
poetry.  Antni  embmeed  Monasai,  and  bade  hiin 
farewell  whilst  Monxai,  dismounting  from  his 
horse,  took  ofi‘  .nil  ])is  clotlies,  and  put  tlicm  on 
Antal,  giving  him  also  every  thing  else  he  had 
with  him  on  that  day,  and  then  rciurned  homo 
with  his  alieivdants.  But  Antar  traversed  the  de¬ 
serts  and  the  wildci  iiesscb,  lus  slaves  inarclung  bc- 
ibre  him  with  all  lus  property .  and  he  veiuiced  in 
tile  accomplishment  of  !ns>  hopes,  except  when  tlio 
greatnesb  of  his  anxious  love  afflicted  him ;  and  as 
he  apiiroachcd  the  land  of  Hijaz  Jus  passions  were 
roused,  and  lie  thus  spoke 

Is  It  the  breeze  Ironi  the  Iiciglils  of  tlic  land  of 
Shurebah  that  revives  me  nml  rcsuseiUitCb  my 
heart,  or  is  il  the  gale  from  the  tamarisks^  Is 
“  it  the  llatnc  that  consumes  mo  for  Ibla,  or  is  iL 
the  lightning’s  flash  from  hci  dwelling  that  dc- 
“  prives  me  of  my  senses  ?  0  thou  spot  whore  she 

resides,  may  tliy  hillocks  be  cvei  inhabited  by 
«  the  lamihcs,  and  may  thy  plains  be  ever  crowded 
with  friends '  lluvo  tinne  eyelids  been  seen  to 
watch  at  night,  as  my  eyelids  have  svalclicd  cvei 
“  since  I  quitted  diec  "  And  has  the  turtle-dove’s 
moan  filled  thee  with  sorrow  in  tliy  sleeplessness, 
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“  as  the  tiirt]c-(love''&  moan  has  distressed  me?  I 
“  tlcparlcd  from  tlice  not  uneasy,  or  niucii  in 
‘‘anguish,  but  my  uncle  has  outraged  me,  and 
“  eovtileil  my  ileath  He  has  eX)K)scd  me  to  a  sea 
“  of  dangers,  but  I  plunged  into  it  witli  my  glittei- 
“  mg  two-edged  blade  I  have  cut  througli  the 
“  nech  ol  fortune,  and  the  nocUirnal  vicissitudes 
and  the  niglitly  calamities  have  trembled  My 
“  good  fortune  has  seated  me  m  a  mansion  of  glory, 
“  man  and  goiiii  could  ncvci  attain  I  liavt  cn- 
“  countered  in  Irak  horsemen  tli at  may  be  accounted 
“  as  wIujIc  tribes  when  the  battle  ingcs  i  am 
“  returning  with  the  wealth  ot  Chosroc  and  Cmsai* 
“■  -with  ho  and  '^ho  camels,  hovsos,  and  slaves, 
anil,  when  I  rcacli  home,  my  enemies  shall  weep, 
“  as  one  day  they  lauglieil  wlicm  Sliiboob  anuoimccd 
my  death  "I  hoy  indeed  sought  my  destruction 
“  111  a  distant  laud,  but  tliey  knew  not  that  death 
“  was — my  sword  and  iti\  syiear 
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Antar  continued  to  pass  over  the  plains  and  wilds 
until  he  arrived  at  a  place  called  Zatool  Menaliil. 
Now  Antai ,  whenever  he  approached  a  halting-place, 
always  sent  a  slave  fo^^yard,  lest  any  one  should  bo 
concealed  there.  Accovclingly  he  despatched  a  slave, 
who  on  reaching  the  spot  saw  it  already  occupied  by 
five  black  slaves,  oF  the  colour  of  pitch  and  night, 
and  with  them  was  a  magnificent  liowdah,  on  the 
summit  of  which  was  a  golden  crescent  Withm 
was  a  person  weeping  and  sobbing  from  a  wounded 
heart,  and  screaming  out,  Woe  unto  tiicsc  dastard 
slaves'  Where  are  tlime  eyes,  0  Antai,  that  they 
might  behold  mer  And  thus  she  continued  her 
lament : 

Where  are  thine  eyes,  0  knight  of  men  tind 
«  genu  ^  Oh '  that  thou  couldst  see  me  m  the  infamy 
of  despair  with  wretches  who  lespect  no  protection 
«  No — no,  and  have  no  ineixjy '  O  tliat  I  liad  never 
**  lived  m  this  age  of  traitors,  wlio  only  see  m  thee 
my  misery  and  dishonour'  Why  lias  God  pro- 
longed  my  existence  now  tlie  lion  is  gone,  'vvlio 
«  ever  protected  the  countiy  and  the  women  ^  May 
God  ever  bedew  his  grave  with  plenteous  showers 
«  that  fail  not  1  for,  in  truth,  lie  was  a  knight  and 
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a  hero  that  could  vanquish  with  his  fingers  the 

beasts  of  the  dcsci  t,  and  destroy  the  warriors  in 
‘‘  the  day  of  battle,  whcncvci  he  appeared  m  tlic 
“  jilain  of  contention  ” 

Antai  arriving  at  that  moment,  was  greatly  sni^ 
])riscd  at  tlir  address,  and  liastening  up  to  the 
slaves,  Ye  accursed  wretches  t  he  exclaimed,  w'liosc 
are  these  tents  ^  WIio  is  it  that  intends  to  halt  licro^ 
Who  IS  tins  tliat  is  crying  and  weetnng,  and  is  call 
mg  on  the  name  of  Antar^  Go  to  thiiio  own  work, 
replied  one  of  tliem  Away  t  away '  oi  thou  will 
soon  he  a  corpse — Away  to  the  desert,  before  the 
Nocturnal  Evil  overtake  thee*  or  the  Depredator 
of  the  Age  take  thee  prisoner,  and  seize  ihy  arms 
anil  thy  horse,  and  jnm  thee  to  Ins  other  cajitivos 
Anlin'’s  xrholo  lioart  and  soul  tlirobbcd  at  such  lan¬ 
guage,  his  agony  and  angu  h  were  intense,  when 
It) !  tlie  strangei  raised  up  the  veil  ol  the  iiowdah, 
md  a  damsel  appeared,  exclaiming,  O  my  consm  • 
iirL  thou  among  the  Ining,  and  I  in  the  power  of' 
the  foe  r  Antar  gazed  earnestly,  and  beliold  it  was 
llila  '  She  liad  thrown  hcrseli  on  tlic  ground,  and 
was  cndeavonnng  to  rise,  but  she  could  not  stand, 
so  cxhimslcd  wii'S  she  by  Uov  gnef  At  such  a  sight 
Antar's  distress  and  aflliction  augmented  What 
means  tins  dreadful  event,  this  calamity  ^  he  cried : 
Wlio  IS  it  tliat  has  forced  thee  to  thib  desert? 
Whence  come  these  slaves  with  thee  ?  He  instantly 
rode  towards  her ,  the  slaves  raised  a  loud  scream, 
hut  Antar  roared  Vike  a  hon  he  slackened  the  bridle 
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of  lus  horse — he  encountered  the  first,  and  pierced 
hhii  througli  the  chest,  driving  his  spcai  throngli 
his  back* — he  transfixed  a  rccoiuI  througli  the  moiitli, 
and  forced  out  the  weapon  at  the  bade  of  Jus  liead — 
a  third  he  pierced  through  the  right  side,  and  im¬ 
pelled  his  spear  out  on  the  left — and  when  thcolhei 
two  perceived  the  eftects  of  his  thrusts,  they  fled  to 
the  wilds  and  the  deserts 

Now  the  occasion  of  tins  extraordinary  event  was 
as  fo]lo\ys .  wlien  Shiboob  returned  from  tlie  land 
of  Shiban,  and  quitted  his  brother,  he  launched  into 
the  desorts  and  escaped.  Day  and  niglitlic  mourned 
for  his  brother,  until  he  reached  the  country  of  the 
tribe  of  Abs,  where  he  announced  the  deatli  of 
Antar  On  entering  the  tents  Jie  bared  Ins  hea<l 
and  tore  off  his  clothes,  raising  loud  lamontatioiis 
and  screams ;  and  the  weeping  and  the  wailing  were 
universal  Shedad  rent  hi«  garments,  and  was  cla¬ 
morous  in  Ins  sorrow  and  afHiction ,  he  ilircw  down 
his  tent,  his  brother  ZakhmetoolJewad  did  the  same, 
and  all  their  friends  and  associates,  and  tliere  was 
not  one  but  wept  bitterly  The  same  did  also  tlic 
sons  of  King  Zohcir ,  and  they  assembled  togcthei 
and  came  in  a  body  to  Shedad,  and  when  he  saw 
them  he  thus  mourned  the  death  oi  Antar 

TIic  nflhction  is  extreino^  fixed  is  it  iii  my  heart. 
‘‘  Its  intenseness  blinds  me — Evil  is  let  loose  upon 
“  me — Murdered  is  the  hero  of  the  brave,  Antar  • 
Alas  *  the  misery  and  wretchedness  that  have  iaJleu 
“  on  me  He  is  gone — how  long  will  my  tears  flow 


siit^UAn'it  ctlUKl 


319 


‘‘  III  sorrow  for  lum  *  Mow  long  shall  1  oncUirc  this 
torture  ^  O  expedition  m  a  luckless  hour  ^  Uois 
fatal  was  that  inarnage  to  him '  Alas '  alas  for 
“  hmij  whose  person  has  vanished  from  us  ,  buried 
low  beneath  the  earth  in  the  ))lace  -wlierc  he 
“  fought  Let  the  heavens  weep  his  loss  and  death 
“  in  tears  •  IVlay  its  showers  be  exhausted  for  ever ! 
**  Let  the  beauteous  stars  fall  at  Ins  fatal  end  '  Let 
“  the  air  be  darkened,  and  the  ruu  be  eelipscd  •  Let 
the  full  moon  be  veiled  also  lu  her  station  tlirougli 
“  gnel,  and  may  she  ever  be  involved  in  obscurity  ' 
“  Abandoned  are  the  stceils  and  tlic  cam]is  by  the 
“  Absiau  youth.  Ins  dwelling  has  Forfeited  its  pos- 
“  scssoi.  0  race  ol  Ahs  '  ye  liave  lost  a  chief — 
‘‘  How  many  were  tiic  heroes  he  slew  *  How  many 
**  the  cufitives  ho  rescued  •  lie  was  the  prostrator 
of  horsemen  in  the  entanglcMucnt  of  spears,  and 
on  the  day  of  battle  how  many  heads  laid  lie  low! 
‘‘  He  was  an  intrepid  lion  in  the  day  of  contention — 
“  the  siuiliug,  and  the  stern  champion  of  lus  tribe 
‘‘  Woe  to  the  Ahsians  I  now  that  he  is  gone,  soon 
will  ye  eiicovuitev  misery ,  and  the  gnnuvisagcd 
warriors  will  plunder  ye  Gone  is  he  wlio  pro- 
tccted  thu  women  irom  the  foe  ’  Hereaiter  never 
will  the  trainplnig  hostile  steeds  quit  the  dwellings, 
lie  used  to  fell  them  down  with  his  sword  .uid 
speai ,  and  make  them  clunk  cups  of  death  Noble 
“  and  magnanimous  was  he  in  every  act,  Iiigli- 
“  pnxed  was  he  among  men*  Oh '  I  will  weep  for 
“  him  as  long  as  the  west  ivincl  blows,  in  tears  that 
shall  stream  and  shall  moisten  the  sands*'” 
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I'nnce  Malik  repaired  to  the  Icuts  of  lius  latliei 
King  Zoliou,  hi5  tcarij  streaming  from  his  eves,  and 
as  lie  sobbed  aloud,  be  sent  for  Sliiboob,  lUiil  made 
every  inquiry  of  him  O  lung  ol'  Kings,  he  ended 
by  saying,  truly  Ibla  and  hei  faihor  have  brought 
ill  luck  on  Antai,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Abs  liul 
when  King  Zoheir  iiKpiu-ocl  foi  Malik,  IbUfs  lalhci 
(for  he  wished  to  speak  to  him  about  tins  all  air),  be 
wa»  told  tiiat  he  and  Ins  son  had  been  long  absent, 
and  none  but  the  women  were  in  the  tents  Pm 
Prince  Malik,  and  the  companions  (liat  loved  diilm , 
ever  raproaclicd  and  abused  them,  saying,  Why  did 
ye  resolve  on  exposing  the  protector  of  the  tribe  to 
nn  ocean  of  deaths  and  dangers^  You  have  now  left 
the  Arab  hordes  to  plunder  us  in  every  plain  and 
wild  ,  and  by  the  truth  of  Lat,  and  Uxza,  and  the 
great  Hibcl*,  evei  y  one  that  comes  near  us  may  slay 
US,  and  make  us  dunk  the  odious  ilraiights  of  death, 
bo  Malik,  seeing  liow  matters  stooil,  detei mined  to 
pass  some  lime  in  rouiinng  about  tlie  deserts,  and 
not  to  remain  with  his  hiniily  an  object  of  scorn  and 
disgrace.  Accordingly  he  took  with  him  liftccii 
horsemen  and  departed,  with  the  view  of  gaming 
some  spoil  among  tlio  Arab  tribes  Tliey  set  out, 
and  traversed  the  deserts  and  llic  sands,  until  they 
reuclied  die  land  of  Keiuinah,  where  watci  failed 
tlioiii,  and  their  thirst  became  intense.  Truly,  my 
son,  said  Malik  to  Amroo,  llurst  grievously  a/flicts 
me,  gallop  on,  and  descend  into  yoiidei  valley 
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Amroo  galloped  away  into  an  extensive  plain,  wa¬ 
tered  with  gushing  springs.  On  one  side  of  the 
valley  was  a  hovel,  and  at  the  entrance  was  a  spear 
lixcd  Ill  the  ground,  and  a  horse  ready  saddled. 
He  halted,  and,  as  lie  looked  attentively  around, 
there  issued  forth  an  old  woman,  who  screamed  at 
the  sight  of  a  stiangci,  exclaiming.  What  makes 
thee  stop  at  the  dwelling  of  the  outrageous  hon, 
thou  son  of  infamy  and  disgrace  ^  O  inothci  of 
horsemen,  lie  replied,  I  thirst,  and  I  am  come  hither 
in  quest  of  water.  WJiat  people  arc  ye  ?  Wo  arc 
of  tlie  tribe  of  Kenanah,  said  she,  an  honourable  and 
trust- worthy  lacc ,  our  habitation  is  in  tins  spot,  for 
tlic  lion  only  dwells  m  his  lair.  But  whilst  they 
were  thus  conversing,  lo  ^  a  youth  started  out  of  the 
hovel ,  and  shouted  at  Amroo.  He  was  a  horseman 
of  consummate  bravery,  and  an  intrepid  hero.  His 
name  was  Vachid,  son  of  Hesanr,  the  Kenunian ; 
and  bemgjiist  then  thsplcascd  with  his  tribe,  he  had 
removed  to  this  place.  He  stared  at  Amroo,  and 
seeing  him  udk  with  his  inothci,  ho  became  like  one 
frantic  Tell  me  who  thou  art  lie  roared.  Amioo’s 
eyes  shot  fire  Check  tliy  wrath,  young  man,  lie 
replied,  for  wo  are  o(’  the  tribe  of  the  noble  Abs, 
horseiiicii  of  destruction  and  .sudden  death  Thou 
son  of  infamy  and  disgrace,  cned  Vachid,  to  one  like 
me  dost  thou  speak  thus  ?  to  me  whom  the  lions  of 
tile  forest  dread  ^  Dismount  and  be  liumbled,  before 
thou  art  extentled  a  corpse  on  the  earth.  Amroo 
was  highly  incensed  But  Vachid  vaulted  on  his 
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steed,  snatched  up  Ins  s])ear,  and  drove  nt  him  like 
a  lion  ho  assaded  })jm,  and  lotivmg  Jnni  ofl* 
saddle,  dashed  him  down  at  the  dooi  of  ihc  1ml, 
roaring  and  hollowing  The  old  woman  pimoned 
his  shoulders,  and  Amroo  was  almost  dead 

Now  Malik,  alarmed  at  hib  sou\  long  absence, 
went  ui  sCiU'cIi  of‘  liuii,  accompanied  by  the  others, 
until  they  came  to  the  valley,  wiicrc  they  perceived 
the  flowing  streams,  and,  uot  fur  ofl',  the  horseniaii 
on  the  back  of  Jus  steed,  and  Ammo  bound  with 
cords.  Alas  ^  my  son,  exclaimed  INlalik  His  eych 
rolled  In  horroi ,  and  he  rushed  down  on  Vacliid, 
who  received  him  as  the  parclieil  ground  tlic  lirst  ol 
the  nun  Ho  shouted  at  him,  and  driving  the  heel 
ofliis  spear  against  ins  chest,  threw  Imn  on  his  hack 
He  immediately  ]jlungcd  into  the  midst  of  Ins  com¬ 
panions,  and  hurled  them  to  ihe  eai  tli,  three  only 
were  iiuluirt ,  and  they  all  delivered  themselves  u]) 
to  him,  seeing  death  flash  from  hiS  eyes  Yaclud 
boiiiul  some,  and  as  his  molhci  secured  the  re¬ 
mainder  lie  dins  spoke 

When  I  degrade  every  horjcinan  in  the  day  ol 
“  battle,  I  defend  my  wile  with  my  Indian  blade 
Noldc  )s  the  youth  that  hraves  every  evil,  and 
‘‘  knows  tliat  man  is  not  eternal ,  that  clmls  imuscll 
in  armour  during  tlie  meridian  heat,  and  wimtlers 
during  the  nights  and  the  thick  durkiicss>.  Ask 
“  the  Absiansol  me,  0  Auumah  >  mark  luy  conduct 
towards  tliein^  and  hmd  tlic  glories  of'  my  birth  , 
I  gave  them  to  dniik  of  biUcrdlavourcd  blood 


Tlllilll  KAXSO.V 


323 


with  my  luiiul,  when  l(ic*y  camt*  com))lainin^  of 
thirst,  I  cut  (\()wn  the  diiefs  ol  the  party  ,  blooil 
“  gushed  Irom  tlicMi*  wounds,  diul  they  were  striig- 
gluig  with  their  lumds  on  the  ground  Who 
“  reluses  such  watcj  to  those  who  seoiu  the  wikls 
where  dwell  and  prowl  the  dienions  I  tUn  the 
nighlj  though  I  .an  not  black ,  I  am  the  ocean, 
“  though  I  do  not  foam  Kenaiiali  is  my  tube,  the 
“  door  orevery  virtue ,  they  arc*  noble,  lugh-nunded, 
and  proud  ,  and  I  have  a  spirit  no  olhci  knight 
ever  attained — 1  am  exalted  above  the  Sun,  and 
“  Moon,  and  the  Great  Ijeai  ” 

\  achui  passed  that  niglit  rejoicing  in  lits  tnuniph 
ovei  his  eneuncs,  hut  at  the  dawn  of  day,  being 
resolved  to  demand  a  ransom  tromhis  prisoneih,  Io> 
fitly  liorscmeii  oF  the  tribe  ol  Xenaimh  joined  hun, 
M'i.shmg  to  make  peaic  with  limi,  and  lie  sliowed 
them  the  captive  liorsemeii  of  Ahs ,  and  treating 
ttiem  kindly,  lie  marched  back  with  ihcni,  die  whole 
party  driving  the  Absiaiih  before  them,  till  they 
reacheil  then  own  country,  where  ho  was  received 
with  great  joy  Having  jntched  his  tents,  and 
erected  his  standards,  Vuchid  reposed  that  night  witli 
his  family,  but  early  next  day  he  summoned  Malik, 
son  ol  Carad,  and  the  captive  warriors,  and  de¬ 
manded  of  them  ii  heavy  ransom  in  he  and  slie 
camels,  thioatoning  and  menacing  them  with  his 
vengeance  0  Arabs,  cried  Ghayadh,  do  not  ask 
of  us  beyond  our  means,  For  weave  pnoi  Arabs,  and 
the  greatest  of  us  all  is  only  master  ol  what  liU 
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sword  and  spear  can  procure  Kno'v,  too,  tiial  we 
only  quilled  our  country  from  poverty  and  wanl, 
not  one  of‘us  possesses  any  lie  or  she  camels,  I  assure 
you  I  know  very  well,  replied.  Vacbid,  when  the 
Arabs  arc  taken  prisoners  and  are  in  dilficulty,  they 
always  talk  after  this  manner.  But  by  the  faith  of 
an  Arab,  li'  you  do  not  guarantee  to  me  all  youi 
property,  and  hasten  with  all  your  he  and  she  camels, 
I  will  bring  aiiniiiilation  down  upon  yo  all,  not  one 
of  ye  will  I  spare  Whilst  Vachid  was  thus  ha¬ 
ranguing,  up  came  the  olil  woman,  who  recogiir/ing 
Malilv  among  the  captives.  My  son,  said  she  toVa- 
clud,  do  you  mark  that  prisoner  ?  Yes  f  he  replied 
By  your  existence,  she  continued,  he  lias  a  dauglUei 
called  Ibla,  whose  equal  in  form  and  beauty  the 
heavens  tlo  not  shadow  Take  my  advice,  demand 
hei  III  iniivnnge,  and  release  him  from  bondage 
Arab,  cried  Vacbul,  addressing  Malik,  know  that  J 
was  (letennmed  on  killing  you,  but  1  have  just  now 
heard  Irom  this  old  woman  that  you  have  a  duugli- 
tcr  called  Ibla,  lovely  and  beautdnl;  and  she  has 
described  her  channs  m  ibe  most  extravagant  man¬ 
ner;  I  thcrolorc  desire  you  to  marry  her  lawfully 
to  me  Malik,  now  considering  his  escape  us  secure, 
eagerly  replied  ,  Arab,  you  deserve  her  more  tliaii 
miy  one  else,  but  we  have  in  our  family  a  tliousand 
rivals,  and  they  will  not  permit  me  to  wed  her  to  a 
strangei.  IMulik  then  related  to  Vacbul  all  mat  hud 
passed  about  Antai',  and  all  the  extraordinary  cu- 
cuiastanccb  that  bad  occurred ;  how  he  had  exposed 
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TVntar  to  oxlrenic  danger  iti  soudmg  him  to  jirocurc 
uiniels  I'or  the  marriage  dowei ,  how  he  wus  assured 
ol’  Ills  death,  and  that  lie  was  reduced  to  dust  But 
there  IS  still  another  man  ni  llie  tnbe,  called  Amaridi, 
who  loves  hci ,  and  I  tear,  continued  Muiilv,  lie  will 
oppose  your  pretensions  This  is  but  a  juggle,  cried 
Vachid  ,  }  shall  iiislantly  you  free  tliat  you  may 
execute  this  cngagcuiciiL,  but  not  one  of  your  cousins 
will  I  release  until  your  daughter  is  mine  and  be¬ 
ware,  for  il  you  are  not  as  good  as  your  word,  they 
sliuU  be  laid  low  headless.  Well  *  said  Malik,  I  will 
satisfy  you  I  swear  to  you,  tliat  1  will  jierfbrm 
every  thing  I  have  promised  Let  my  son  Ainroo 
and  mysell’  dejiarl,  my  conipamons  1  will  leave  m 
bondage  1  will  only  be  <ibsent  ten  days,  and  il'  I 
fall  111  my  word,  cut  olf  the  heads  ol  my  cousins, 
and  make  me  responsible  for  their  blood,  and  I  will 
pay  their  I'anulies  the  conipcnsatioii-nioncy'^.  IVIay 
Gotl  never  comfort  dice  ^  cxclaimeil  Ghavadii,  it  is 
solely  on  thy  account  wc  have  fallen  iiito  tins  state 
of  cajitivily  and  torture,  luid  our  expedition  will 
tcrniiuatc  hi  the  forfeitme  of  oin  lives  Cousin, 
cried  Malik,  rcpioucli  me  not ,  it  is  to  save  you  that 
I  have  promised  my  child ,  and  my  heart  consents 
to  idiantlon  my  tnbe  and  iny  brethren  merely  that 
I  may  preserve  you  anti  niyseir.  Howevci  I  will 
not  lei  Vachid  release  one  of  till  ye  engage  youi- 
scJvcs  most  solemnly  to  keep  tlic  whole  a  secret  from 
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ihc  Absianb.  Who  would  be  such  a  i(K)),  exclamicd 
Grhayadli,  as  to  tell  it^  Who  will  veuture  to  conlcss 
that  one  horseman  has  thus  reduced  us  to  disgrace, 
and  has  thus  tied  us  up  like  so  many  mules  ?  Soon 
alter,  Malik  and  Amroo  departed  lor  the  tribe  of 
Abs  Vachid  Ibllowed  Imn  tlirec  days  nflei,  taking 
with  luni  a  troop  ol‘  noble  Arabs »  but  when  they 
readied  the  tribe  of  Abs,  llioy  concealed  them  selves 
among  tlic  rocks,  that  M/dik  imgiit  liave  time  lo 
visit  Ills  daiighlei  and  ins  linnily  IMalik  having 
thus  given  his  hand  and  contracted  the  marriage, 
and  imagining  that  Ins  afburs,  thoiigli  once  in  .i 
luckless  state,  were  now  in  proper  tram,  set  out  Ibi 
the  land  of  Shiircbali  and  Mount-Saadi,  Ghayadli 
having  en]oincd  him  not  to  delay  his  rciuvii  Pie 
and  Ins  son  Amioo  liaslenod  over  tlie  hills  and  the 
sands ,  hnt  they  did  not  feel  secure  until  they  had 
readied  then  country,  wlieiv,  iinifci  covci  of  (lie 
night,  they  skulked  among  the  tentb,  and  found  all 
the  tannlies  in  griel  and  allliction  on  amumt  of* 
Antai  Malik  repaired  to  his  own  teiiU  near  winch 
he  ]xa'ceivcd  a  newly-made  grave,  Ins  daughter  sit- 
imo- by  it  drowned  m  tears,  in  the  deepest  tiflliclion, 
and  clothed  iri  black  The  tears  dowed  in  torrents 
down  lier  diceks,  and  she  was  tearing  tlio  flesh  off 
her  wrists  with  her  teeth,  and  beating  hei  hosoin 
witli  herliands,  and,  as  she  dashed  her  head  agiiifist 
the  grave,  site  addressed  it  in  these  words 

O  grave,  my  tears  shall  ever  bedew  thv  earth  ' 
«  my  eyes  ha\  c  renounced  suect  sleep  '  0  grave, 


iris  ri;in.\Ei)  cinrr  at  antar’s  heath 


m 


IS  there  any  ime  hut  lAy  cousni  Antar  in  tlicc,  oi 
“  IS  Ins  sepulchre  in  my  lieart '  Alas,  alas  for  thcc  ' 
‘‘  lelled  to  the  ^Touiul  art  lliou,  andthe  groans  of  a 
(hstracled  mourner  survive  They  sIcav  him  har- 
“  barously,  and  Ins  foes  exult  when  the}  see  my 
“  agony  anti  misery  on  lus  account  O,  l)y  Ood  • 
“  never  will  I  surrender  mysclflo  aimthei,  were  lie 
to  come  witli  a  tliousnnd  charms 
Malik  now  feeling  nssiu  etl  of  Antar’s  ileath,  dis¬ 
played  all  Ins  artifice  and  hypocrisy  by  expressing 
his  grief  and  distress,  and,  as  he  entered  his  wife’s 
apartment,  0  my  cousin,  said  he,  wliat  misfortune 
IS  this^  on  wliose  account  IS  all  this  lamentation  and 
walling  r  Vtun  nephew  Anlar  •  she  rejihed  ac- 
cuimts  of  his  death  arrived  din  ing  youi  .ihsoneo; 
and  tlit  i  L  IS  not  an  nidividual  m  the  whole  tribe  but 
tibuses  yon ,  nevci  will  yon  escape  from  the  penis 
that  surround  you  Upon  this,  Malik  made  show 
of  still  more  vehement  sorrow  ,  he  rent  his  clothes, 
and  exclaimed,  Ih  tlie  taitli  ol  an  Arab,  we  rather 
deserve  their  prayers,  formally  of  us  tire  slam,  some 
are  now  captives,  and  now  that  I  <ini  returned,  I 
find  you  m  tins  alllicted  slate  Nevci  can  we 
(lelivci  ourselves  iroiu  tliese  troubles  but  by  emi¬ 
grating  He  then  repaired  to  his  danghtei,  and 
kissing  her  head,  i\Iy  ciiild,said  he,  let  not  this  sad 
afluir  jirey  upon  thy  mind,  modi  rate  lliy  grief  and 
distress  and  whilst  he  ]iUicd  liei,  she  blushed  joi 
him  She  sprang  up  from  llie  tomb,  and  starting 
off  fj'om  him,  Away*  siie  cried,  no  one  slew  mv 


m 


iiz  nvr.iiiinAns  stiKi).\t)*s  sonnoTi 


coiism  hut  ihou  ,  thou  wast  the  man  that  cxposcct 
him  to  an  ot’oau  of  perils ,  triilv  will  thy  treachery 
soon  sliaro  the  evils  thy  arm  has  brought  on  him 
Her  fatlier  made  no  reply,  hut  linstcned  to  tlic  tents 
of  Shcdutl ,  and  as  he  drew  nighj  he  heard  Shedad 
sobbing  and  sighing,  and  in  tears,  tlius  giving  vent 
to  his  sorrow 

“  0  lYiy  eyelids,  let  your  tears  How  abundantly, 
“  weep  ior  tlie  generous,  noble  horseman ;  a  knight 
“  in  whom  I  took  refuge  when  iny  eflarts  failed,  at 
my  up-risings  and  my  down-sittnigs  My  hroihci 
exposed  him  to  a  sea  of  death  m  his  miihco,  and 
‘‘  the  hearts  of  the  envious  exult  ITe  planned  his 
‘‘  murder,  ami  he  has  abandoned  me  No  more 
will  mv  honour  anil  my  engagoiiieiits  be  respected 
‘‘  He  behaved  eruellv  to  him  in  exacting  the  mai- 
‘‘  nage  dowel ,  and  ho  now  refuses  to  do  Inm  pisiice, 
lie  was  the  drawn  sword  of  the  race  of  Ahs, 
cleaving  tiirougii  armour  above  tlic  skin  J/e 
“  used  to  fell  the  (ho  in  every  land,  till  the  warriors 
“  cried  out  for  siiccom  l'ri)straU\  fallen;  bowed 
to  the  earth  is  he  now,  heiieiilh  the  -^liadow  of 
“  lances  and  the  waving  of  banners  Non  he  is 
“  imno.  the  Ahsian  dames  are  in  sorrow,  dashing 
their  hands  against  their  checks  m  loar  of  slavery, 
(hsliovelled  is  their  hair,  streaming  arc  their  tears 
over  their  fair  necks  decorated  with  chtuns ,  sigli- 
“  111"  they  mourn  the  hero  of  Ahs  in  sobs  of  sorrow, 
tlint  give  pleasure  to  the  envious  Grieve  they 
“  must  ever  m  tears  from  then*  eyes  fm*  linn  who 
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was  the  illustrious  kuight  Mfi)  God  destroy 
Malik,  sou  of  Caracl,  and  luake  him  suder  whal 
“  the  tribe  of  Thcniood  endured 

Having  listened  to  tins  lament,  Malik  entered 
he  lore  off  his  garments,  aiul  renewed  Ins  sighs  and 
Ins  tears  Indeed,  m}"  brothei.  said  lie,  we  also 
require  your  prayers  And  ho  attempted  to  kiss 
him;  Init  Shedad  turned  away  from  him  Away 
with  this  deceit  and  hypocrisy,  said  he  Who  but 
you  scut  niy  son  to  Irak  But  there  arc  who  wdl 
demand  Ins  blood  at  yoiu  hands,  and  will  requite 
you  for  his  death  Malik  shrunk  away,  and  hot 
coals  were  burning  m  Ins  heart,  as  he  ‘nought  (or 
jirctcxts  to  cover  Ins  ginlL  He  laid  not  down  tliat 
night  befnie  he  told  his  wife  wlint  had  happened  to 
him  in  lus  expedition,  how  lie  lind  betrothed  lus 
daijghtci,  and  had  by  hei  means  rescued  hir,  life 
and  soul ;  but  that  ln»  cousins  were  still  detained  as 
hostages,  and  how  he  had  engaged  them  to  keep 
the  whole  atiaii  <i  secret  U])on  this  they  resolved 
on  cnngrntiiig,  and  Malik  concealed  hnnseh,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  eom}Jiuiions  whom  he  inul  left  in  cap¬ 
tivity,  and  lest  Ammali  oi  Uehia,  on  hearing  what 
he  was  doing,  might  mar  lus  prqiccl ,  lor  these  were 
again  bent  on  their  Ibniicr  plans,  ihc  moment  they 
heard  that  ^Vntar  had  fallen.  Ainarah  indeed  was 
in  ecstacics,  and  Avlnspcrcd  lolmnsclf,  now  then  will 
Ibla  mine  ”  So  taking  with  Inm  Oorwah,  son  of 
Wird,  and  ten  otlicr  horsemen,  lie  departed  on  a 
plundering  oxpeihtion  for  a  niamagc  dower,  from 
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iJio  liind  of  Yomen  ATalik  )io  <;ooi]ej  hcnrd  oi 
A-inarairs  depuiiiireythan  hv.  made  Ins  pit  j)arati<inv 
for  OiU  the  tJjree  duy.s  Jiad  ‘Jcareelv 

elnpscxl,  when  a  sluvc  arrived  (rom  Vachid,  to  inform 
him  (hat  Ins  master'  was  ilready  at  the  springs  of 
Zebu,  uccomp::«nied  by  forty  horsemen,  concealed 
iiard  by  lietnrn  ^  stud  Alalik,  return  to  Inin,  and 
idl  him  we  arc  on  oiu  way  And  al  niglit  Alalih 
struck  Ins  tents,  and  loaded  the  camels.  VVIuil 
means  this  ^  inquired  Iblu  Whither,  my  fiithci ,  are 
you  going  ?  We  cuimoL  possibly  remain  here  any 
longei,  replied  Alalik,  for  llie  verj  stones  cry  out 
against  us,  and  all  ibe  fannhes  arc  convinced  that 
you  and  1  were  alone  ibo  cause  of  AnUii’s  destruc¬ 
tion  ,  but  T  swcai  by  the  life  ol  yoin  eyes,  that 
I  only  despatched  him  lor  lliesc  Asafcei  camels  in 
order  to  raise  ymii  dignity  amongst  the  Ingh  and 
low,  and  now  our  relations  considej  us  as  euenucs 
It  IS  my  wish,  therefore,  to  absent  myself  until  ibis 
IS  *Joi»ewhat  blown  ovei,  and  then  we  niil  return 
awain  boine,  but  sbould  wo  icniain  long  bore, 

o 

Ainarali  will  come  and  dertumd  you  m  iimmage; 
you  do  not  like  him,  .nid  I  iiave  no  excuse  by  which 
I  can  elude  Ins  pretensions ,  besides,  I  cannot  ever 
force  you  to  a  nmrnnge  with  any  one,  not  the  object 
of  your  choice  No  one  but  Aiitixr  cun  my  Iicart 
ever  love,  said  Ibla,  md,  moreavoi,  what  can  tliat 
wretch  Amavah  ilo"  And  tluis  she  recited 

Ohearl,  bn})Utient  under  the  agonies  1  endure 
‘‘  Bill  liow  can  mv  tears  cease  to  How  •  no  balm  is 
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‘‘  there  to  'iootlic  tlicm  How  can  iny  tears  be 
‘‘  sxwjthal  .nvayf  ever  njust  they  /Icrw  /or  the  loss  of 
“  lum  wlio  shinned  the  i)nlluincy  oi  the  los’cliesl.^ 
“  Ills’ll  exulted  arc  his  glory  and  his  exploits*  noble 
“  IS  his  birth,  peniumcnt  in  the  pinnacle  oriioiionr. 
“  lie  who  dwells  in  every  hie,  he,  the  eternal 
Cupbeatei,  has  made  luni  drink  ol*  the  cit])s  ot 
‘Sieatli  Oil'  1  shall  weep  hu  him  ibi  evei,  as 
“  long  as  the  dove  pours  ioi  th  Us  lainciu  on  the 
boughs  .111(1  the  leaves  O  Abooirawurisl  I  have 
“  not  a  lireath  of  hie  reinanimg  OJi  ’  then,  Jiow 
can  1  be  putieiU  uiulci  iny  ininsportti  and  my 
passion 

Mei  sorrows  burst  forth  anc^\,  but  her  fathci 
regarded  liei  nni  About  nndinglu  ihc^  do*- 
])aVted.  traversing  locks  mil  deserts,  uul  belbrc 
inonung  thev  had  (jiuUcd  the  couniiy.  When 
King  Xoheii  lieard  ot  ii,  Wliei'cver  he  goes,  may 
death  overtake  him'  said  he.  Clod  grant  ho  may 
ik'ver  return,  .iiid  never  be  seen  or  lieard  of  more' 
How  diabolical  arc  his  malice  and  hvpocnsv'  how 
detestable  lus  art  and  deceit’  tlic  faith  ol  an 
Arab,  liad  \\c  not  been  related,  I  w’oiilil  have  or¬ 
dered  linn  to  be  ])iit  to  deatli,  betoie  be  could  Imvc 
escaped  Ihit  wherever  he  goes,  lus  pnnrshirient 
will  overtake  him  lot  his  eonducL  to  Aiilni, 

In  tire  mean  Lime,  jMalik  travelled  on  till  he 
reached  the  Springs  nl  Zeba,  wlierc  Yuclnd  w’as 
concealed  with  his  prisoners,  I licir  feet  bare,  then 
bodies  naked,  and  then  beads  uncovered  misery 
VOI  I  7 
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and  disgrace  were  llicir  lot*  At  day-bi'cak  arrived 
Malik,  with  Ins  loaded  camels,  and  skives,  and  all 
his  property.  His  male  slaves  led  the  camels  Iblti 
was  mounted  on  a  Iiowdah,  and  many  attendants 
walked  by  her  skle.  Vaclnd,  the  moment  he  saw  the 
cavalcade,  rccogni'/cd  them  he  sprang  out  of  Ins 
concealment ;  he  slackened  his  bridle,  and  graspctl 
his  spear,  followed  by  lus  horsemen ,  and  when  they 
came  close  to  Mulik,  they  saluted  him,  who,  in  an¬ 
swer  to  their  inquiries,  told  them  what  had  ]iassed. 
Salute  your  spouse,  he  added.  I  have  faitlduliy 
brought  you  the  object  of  your  wishes-  Soothe  her 
heart,  and  then,  perhaps,  she  will  retuni  yom 
aflocuon ;  .mtl  if  you  request  any  thing  ofhei,  she 
wiii  not  reluse  you,  Ibla  was  seized  with  horror 
at  hcoriiig  these  words  Who  are  these  people!* 
cried  slic,  wlioin  is  iny  fathei  addressing  with  so 
much  respect?  wiio  is  tins  horseman  ?  O  my  sistei, 
replied  jUnroo,  we  mvc  him  our  lives  he  liad 
taken  us  prisoners,  but  has  released  Ub  out  o(  re¬ 
gard  lor  you,  niid  wo  have  married  you  to  linn, 
lie  IS  your  husband,  and  your  protector,  and  it  is 
oui  mtcution  to  make  Ins  country  our  home,  lor 
he  18  a  man  of  honom,  and  he  is  one  of  the  Clnels 
of  the  tribe  of  ICenanah  He  then  informcKl  her  of 
their  imprisonment  and  distresses;  and  that  some 
were  even  detained  m  captivity  as  hostages  for  her 
marriage,  We,  he  coiiliiiucd,  arc  bound  to  him 
by  solemn  engagemtuts,  and  now  ivc  have  lulfillcd 
bia  wishes,  Ibla’s  agony  was  severe  indeed  she 
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tore  off  her  ijarinents,  Jind  screamed  in  the  fulness 
of  her  griel,  hopeless  of  rescue.  Who  is  he  that 
demands  me  in  miirnagc  of  you?  she  cried.  The 
die  IS  cast,  lie  rcjilied;  receive  him — deny  liim  not; 
he  has  not  liis  equal — no  one  is  to  be  compared  to 
inni  And  as  lie  was  about  to  return  to  the  horse- 
nieiij  Ilila  flung  hcrseli  on  the  ground,  weeping  and 
sobbing.  She  cast  the  sand  over  hci  bead,  cx- 
eiaiining,  Alas,  O  Antar  •  may  God  destroy  bun 
who  destroyed  thee  !  Now  thou  art  gone,  how  in¬ 
finite  is  my  iinscry  0  by  the  Arabs  ^  0  for  that 
Iimh-nnnded  Chief  f  O  foi  that  rcnownetl  licro  I 
And  III  the  midst  of  hci  tears  and  sighs  slie  thus 
complained . 

“  Copiously  flow  ni}'  tears ;  disease  arises  m  my 
frame,  a  lire  is  kindled  in  my  bowels  and  my 
“  liver.  No  support  have  I  against  my  afflictions. 

I  have  lost  all  patience,  and  aiiguisli  consumes 
“  my  body.  Is  there  any  hope  lor  me  m  iny 
‘‘  agonies,  now  that  lortune  lias  betrayed  me  in  the 
**  hero  of  the  Uattlc  of  Lions — the  cleaver  of  skulls, 
‘‘  and  of  ribs,  and  of  armour — the  scatterer  of  hos- 
tile  armies  over  the  universe?  Tlow  tlicn,  my 
tears,  in  grief  for  him ,  increase,  that  I  may  see 
my  tears  moisten  every  spot  of  rust  Mayst 
thou,  0  Wild  Beast,  be  drowned  m  tlic  water  of 
my  tears !  O  my  tears,  ncvci  be  yc  exhausted ; 
ever  be  ye  multiplied  My  dishonour  in  the 
deserts  shall  never  be  accomplished  by  my  con- 
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**  sent  But  patience  *  novel,  ncvci  more  will  1 
“  eoinplain  to  any  one  ” 

Wliilst  Ibla  was  lluiR  ‘^pcakin'i,  Vachul  slootl 
ga/,ing'  ut  what  God  hud  ^iven  her  ol‘  beiintv  and 
lovoinicsh ,  and  his  heart  was  ]nercc<l  by  the  arrows 
of  hei  glances.  11  ei  IwoihcM*  would  have  beaten 
hci,  and  driven  lier  back  to  the  howdah  ,  but  Vaehid 
kept  bun  oir,  (or  lio  began  to  puy  hoi  Iveej)  od', 
lie  med,  ioi  ti'iily  hci  heart  is  ovorthurged  with 
iidliction,  iier  distress  iiiid  soriow  aio  irroal  Have 
piiUeiict'  wilii  ino  till  we  leacli  honu,  coniijuied  In.*, 
ntldrcssing  Ibla  in  a  soCtened  lone,  1  will  ap]i(mit 
sJavc-giris  and  iVee-born  women  to  attend  on  tliet* 
And  he  altein])led  to  kiss  hei  between  the  eyes, 
aiitl  raise  hei  into  the  houtlali.  Hut  sho  struck 
Imu  violently  on  the  cliest,  ind  throw  him  on  his 
back.  Aviuini,  shccxeiatimd,  (lion  vilest  ol'Aralis* 
liasosc  o(‘  all  that  evci  struck  a  lont-peg  ni  tlu?  de- 
scil  iliv  niavriatje  with  thine  own  inotluT  is  neurei 
at  hand  than  with  me.  Begone*  never  niayst  tlnni 
be  respected  (  never  prot eel cd  *  ^V^len  lu  i  lathei 
and  brother  heard  these  words,  ley  stood  .ibaslicd 
m  the  presence  oP  Vachid  Amroo  vim  towards 
hci,  and,  raising  bis  aim,  .vilb  a  stick  beat  her  ovei 
tlio  shoulders,  siiymg,  Is  iL  in  such  lernis  you  re¬ 
ceive  youi  husband^  he  is  indeed  a  noble  Chiei 
And  he  drew  Ibrtli  his  .iworcl,  and  beat  hci  with 
the  Hat  part  of  it  PanilyBcd  bo  thy  band  ^  stil- 
foned  be  thy  limbs  and  joints*  thou  loiilcst  of  men, 
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excliiiincci  Ibl/i,  deepJj^  Stnl-ro  jno  dead  at 

onc<-,  if  tiuui  iirt  a  horseniiin,  and  put  oil  llic  gar¬ 
ments  ol  uilainy  and  disgrace  ^  Jbi  tridv  thou  art 
degraded  among  tiic  Arabs  in  every  plain.  Vc 
Imve  all  been  taken  ])risoncvs  by  lliese  luustMiicn, 
tuul  have  rnnsonu'd  youi  lives  bv  a  shanieiiil  bai- 
gain,  sacnlienig  ,i  jinoi*  girl,  ]iel]»lcsb  and  ignoriiul 
IVlay  God  ])C)ui  down  on  von  all  die  miseries  of  tlic 
age  '  At  tills  hei  biyitliei  ir/ts  still  inoi’c  exaspe- 
niied  ,  and  lie  beat  her  with  his  whip  till  he  made 
tjje  blood  dou  Mi*  then  replaccil  her  in  the  how- 
dah.  i\Iind  not  wInU  die  savs,  said  he  to  N^^aelud, 
who  iilso  momUed  ins  hoir-e,  and  led  licr  camel  by 
tin*  hiiille  Ibit  the  jnisoners  being  leleased.  set 
(>n  oil  then  vvay  home  Ihla,  in  the  mean  tune, 
miule  the  plains  le-eeho  to  bur  slineks ,  and  Vaehid 
tiii'ooJit  lie  sitoiilil  never  reach  his  tents,  whilst  Ilila 
continually  called  on  tlie  name  ol  Antiii,  looking 
out  to  the  Tight  and  to  the  lelt,  and  weeping  till 
cvenniL'  canic  (»ver  them ,  and  she  remained  three 
davs  wilimul  iood  or  deep  On  the  iourth  day  she 
was  (piile  exliaiiblod  hy  Iningci  aad  watching,  and 
exee'^s  ot  gnet  Olteu  did  she  iiuoke  her  hither 
and  iiei  brolhei,  exclaiming,  O  God,  send  down 
enemies  upon  them,  and  dreadful  ealanulies  Tims 
she  contiiuied,  till  one  morning  a  great  dust  arose, 
and  darkened  the  land ,  when  lo  ^  there  appeared 
thirty  slaves  like  eagle?,,  and  they  cumc  down  like 
voracious  hawks  'rhev  iro  soonoi  marked  the 
Jjowdah,  and  the  party  with  their  camels,  than  tlicy 
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fixed  tlicir  sponrs  and  let  go  then*  bridles,  'whilst 
their  Chief  ciirccted  himself  towards  llie  liowclah, 
crying  out,  Oli  wlmt  a  glorious  niormng !  I  am  the 
Nocturnal  ISvil,  and  the  Depredator  of  tlic  Age, 
Nqw  this  slave  was  called  Abooddegi,  son  of  Nabih 
thcL  Kelbiun,  born  in  some  of  tlie  corners  of  Yemen, 
of  tt  tribe  named  the  tribe  oClliym,  llis  cjonstant 
practice  ivas  to  carry  oil*  the  Arab  maidens:  he 
acknowledged  no  protecUoiij  and  made  no  distinction 
between  right  and  wrong,  He  only  stayed  three 
days  111  ot)o  country,  during  'which  time  ho  ovei- 
%yhelnicd  it  with  blood  and  massacres,  for  he  was 
one  of  the  prodigies  of  thp  time  The  miudcn  whom 
he  made  caplivo  ho  kept  Ibr  three  days  to  himself, 
and  then  consigned  hci  to  his  slaves,  who,  when 
thoy  had  glutted  their  barbarity,  seized  all  she  had, 
murdered  her,  rousted  hci,  and  devoured  hei  They 
afterwards  departed  fop  another  country.  Such  was 
tlicir  usual  conduct,  towards  the  w'omeii  of  Arabia , 
and  their  leader  was  suriiamed  the  Nocttinud  Evi/, 
the  Depredator  of  the  Age  As  soon  as  he  belield 
Jblu,  and  the  horsemen  of  Keiiaiuih,  he  darted  to¬ 
wards  her,  followed  by  Ins  slaves  like  black  eagles. 
Vachid  stared ;  his  eyes  became  like  burning  coals, 
^tcmain  w^th  your  daughters  Jioivdah,  said  lio  to 
Malik :  tell  her  to  murk  my  deeds  m  iiic  field  of 
battle :  long  have  I  wished  to  meet  tins  warrior. 
Ho  galloped  away,  grasping  lus  spear,  and  assaulted 
the  slave  m  the  boldest  stylo.  But  he  found  bun 
a  tempestuous  seUf  The  contest  became  general , 
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warriors  attacked  warriors,  and  Iiorsemen  encounr 
temi  cacJi  othez.  Steel  dashed  agztznst  steel,  and 
tlic  close  and  llie  distant  met  Vachid  fiercely  en¬ 
gaged  the  Chief,  and  a  liinous  conflict  ensued, 
Vadnd,  fearing  Malik  wouUl  regard  him  'svilh  the 
tye  of  iiifenonty,  exposed  himself  to  every  peril ' 
he  exerted  every  energy  lo  nltam  victory  and  glory: 
he  poured  down  his  thrusts  with  the  utmost  veho 
inence,  and  he  iniagmed  Ills  enemy  must  full  be¬ 
neath  Iiib  blows,  liut  his  hopes  were  unavailing; 
loi  the  slave  at  Icogtli  struck  Vachid’s  lance,  and 
made  it  shiver  into  lour  pieces .  he  pierced  him  in 
the  chest,  and  forced  his  spear  out  behind  Ins  back, 
Vacliul  fell  ]»rostratc  on  the  earth  When  Ibla'a 
lathez  beheld  tins  fnginful  ziccjdciU,  2*age  and  ni^ 
(hgnaiion  p{)sscsscd  linn,  and  exclaiming  to  Ihla, 
Ah '  what  a  wretcli  art  thou  i  he  and  Ins  son 
mounted,  wishing  to  kec])  off  the  Nocturnal  Evil 
ironi  the  women.  But  tlicy  were  seized  with  the 
greatest  liorrors.  The  slave  shouted  at  Malik  in  a 
voice  like  a  peal  of  ihutidcr;  and  quickly  turning 
round  his  spciii,  he  struck  him  with  the  butt  cud — • 
overthrow  ing  imn,  and  nearly  killing  him  t  he  then 
drove  at  Auiroo,  Jus  eyes  rolling  hke  burning  coals. 
Amroo  delivered  hnnself  up  without  difficully,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  Young  man,  may  God  preserve  thcc! 
Vity  thy  ])nsoncr*  take  the  women  and  tiiefami- 
hes,  but  spare  us  the  termrs  of  the  combat.  So 
the  slave  jiinioned  lum,  and  tied  down  his  arms; 
and  having  treated  Malik  in  the  same  manner,  ha 
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sprang  on  Ins  horse  to  assist  his  ccmipaniuns  Ibla 
rejoiced  over  her  family,  anti  liei  sorrows  were  re¬ 
lieved  but  the  unhiippy  girl  was  distnicied,  not 
knowing  wlutt  to  do,  so  overcome  was  she  by  fears 
and  terrors  but  n’liilst  she  was  conversing  with  hei 
mothci  upon  this  siibiect,  Wretchctl  woman,  ex¬ 
claimed  j\ialilv  to  his  wife,  come  to  me,  and  iinbnid 
me,  for  I  am  nearly  dead  Let  us  inount  these 
scattered  horses ,  let  caeli  of  us  take  one ,  aiul  lei 
us  escape  H)s  wife  atcordingly  alighted,  anil  un¬ 
bound  him  Iblii  did  the  same  ioi  hei  hrotliei, 
Malik  and  Amroo  inoimled  two  liorscb ,  and  taking 
each  a  female  bcliiml  him,  lb''y  sought  the  wiltL 
and  the  jiiaiiis,  cinisidtnug  theinselve.s  now  beyond 
every  dungci  In  the  mean  ume  the  slaves  were 
employed  in  conibaUng  the  Konamaus  lint  Malik 
aiui  the  re^t  were  tniveising  the  rocks  and  deserts, 
happy  in  tlien  deliverance  from  the  enemy,  when 
on  a  sudden  there  appeared  ten  lioi  semen  like 
eagles,  preceded  by  n  siring  of  camels,  which  they 
were  goading  on  ivith  the  sjnkes  of  llien  lances 
Now  these  were  liorscinen  of  the  tribe  of  Abs 
and  Adnan,  headed  by  Ainara]i  and  Oorwah,  who 
were  rcluriiing  tiom  then  expedition  into  the  land 
of  Yemen,  exulting  ami  victonons  Ainarairs  sole 
anxiety  was  to  leach  home,  tlmt  he  might  again  set 
eves  on  Ibla’s  face  At  that  inoiiicnt  lu'  heard 
Malik’s  sliouLs  he  nnmedialcly  advanced ,  and  as 
they  came  nigh  they  recognized  each  otiici.  Ama- 
rali  disinoLiiitcd,  and  haded  Malik  and  Amroo,  who 
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were  111  sucli  Inip'Iit  aiul  uJann  ihcy  with  dilhcullv 
cliRCfA'crcd  lIiL'n  incncls,  Ainavali  gazed  at  the 
bnihnnt  lbl?u  and  lo  '  her  coiuplcxioii  and  iicr  face 
turned  from  a  bright  rc(t  to  n  deadly  pale  He  was 
amazed  Wliat  means  all  tliN,  m3'  cousiii’i  ?  saitl  he 
O  Aniarali  *  replied  j\Iari\\,  hasten  to  ymn  prize 
luirrv  over  the  ])lams  belore  the  troop  -of  horsemen 
overtake  us,  and  you  iall  into  the  nr.sery  and  dis¬ 
tress  into  winch  wo  also  ibll.  Maldc  now  recounted 
his  ndvenlurcs  how  he  liad  betrollicd  Ins  dautvh- 

o 

ter  to  \  iiclud,  and  wind  Imd  occuned  on  the  joiii- 
110).  lie  also  dcscrihcd  the  slave  and  Vaehuh  and 
then  nUre})id  conduct,  so  forcibly,  that  wlieu  be 
iinisjjcd  \u>,  narrative,  an  universal  Uembhne:  seized 
Amarah  and  Oorwah  Just  iit  <lnit  niomeiiL  arose 
a  great  dust ,  loud  shouts  struck  them ,  *10(1  lo  f 
the  blacks  rushed  on  them-—- ^he  terrible  slave  at 
their  Iicad,  roai  mg  out,  Whither,  ye  dogs,  have  3*0 
escajied  ^  ik’lnml  ye,  close,  i.  the  Noclurnal  Evil, 
and  the  J)epredatfn-  of  the  Age  '  Having  secured 
Malik  and  Ammo  wilh  cords,  he  went  to  aid  Ins 
comrades,  and  attacked  tlie  }jcople  of  Xonanali,  wdio 
amtm  'ed  u>  \miy  horsemen,  as  v^'o  belovc  stated 
It  was  not  even  mid-day  v;hen  he  had  slain  thirtv- 
hve  ol'  lliein,  and  hurled  them  to  dcstruetion  'J’he 
othei  five  escaped  over  the  plain  by  the  speed  ol 
tlieir  hoises  Alter  tins  the  victors  turned  back  in 
(piest  of  the  howdali,  but  they  found  no  one  in.  it, 
for  their  prisoners  had  fled  The  slave  galloped  m 
pursuit  of  them,  and  sent  fordi  a  shriek  that  would 
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Imve  split  a  rock ;  for  ))c  was  hi  the  fiercest  agony 
of  rage,  lie  Imsteued  alter  the  liigitivch,  followed 
by  Ins  coin])ainons,  till  they  pciceivod  tiic  party  , 
who  no  sooiiei  discovered  them,  than  they  weie 
horioi-struelv.  0  niy  consni,  said  they  to  Oorwnli, 
the  slaves  Imve  ovenaken  ut>,  and  the  J^Joclurnal 
!Evil  and  tlie  Dcprcdatoi  of  the  Age  is  at  their 
lieatk  Let  us  turn  upon  tliem  .  lot  us  die  like 
brave  men  »  lot  us  not  live  like  cowards  Ainanili, 
O  Amarah,  cried  Ibluj  this  is  the  moment  for  energy 
and  exertion.  lie  wlio  once  opposed  you  on  my 
account  is  dead,  and  crushed  to  the  cailh .  hud  he, 
^iideed,  been  alive,  nevei  should  I  have  lioeii  4I 
captive  ill  the  hands  of  enemies  greatly  would  it 
have  grieved  him  to  have  seen  me  in  tins  slate  ol 
distress.  In  short,  there  is  now  no  one  but  tiico 
to  assist  me  Bxhibit  before  me  tins  day  a  jiroof 
of  tliy  bravery,  of  W’hich  thoii  boastest  so  inncli : 
let  me  sec  how  thou  canst  fight  these  black  slaves 
At  these  words,  all  tlie  pride  of  an  Arab  sprang 
into  the  heait  of  Amarah,  death  itself  appeared 
indifferent  to  hum  lly  the  life  of  tlmie  eyes,  O 
thou  joy  of  my  lieart,  0  ihon  dispellcr  of  my  soi^' 
rows,  replied  he,  this  day  will  I  exhibit  before  thee 
all  my  prowess  in  its  true  blaze,  and  thou  slinlt 
]c*arn  that  all  I  have  said  of  myself  is  true  So  he 
summoned  up  his  courage,  adjusted  lumselt  pro¬ 
perly,  tucked  up  his  skirts,  twirled  ins  whiskers, 
and  folded  up  his  hair  under  his  turban,  drawing  it 
off  from  his  slioiildcrs.  He  then  pulled  forth  his 
speaij  and  set  out  on  a  full  gallop,  exclainiing> 
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Thii»  ansfiult,  O  [bla,  ih  f(>r  tby  bright  uycR,  and 
be  wl'Iil  ofF  among  tin-  toromost,  accoin[)anicid  by 
Oorwah,\vht)  cned  out,  Do  you  look  out  on  the  ngbtj 
I  will  to  the  lolt  Amarali  reeited  these  verses: 

To"day  I  will  exhibit  my  prowess  and  my 
“  couni”:e  the  wariiors  and  the  horsemen  sliail 
“  stand  ui  awe  ol  nn‘,  I  wdl  pliing  j  into  a  sea  oF 
bltxOtl,  in  rvicst  oi  glory,  and  the  heroes  shall 
behold  my  imjietuosity  and  my  lliriists  I  bla 
“  shall  mark  llie  deeds  of  a  Jei'ocious  Jmn  Now 
that  It  is  all  over  with  ih  it  uiluriml  blaelv,  1  shall 
“  be  glonlied  among  t)io  Arabs^  and  tl ley  shall 
acknowledge  my  valour  ni  the  held  oF  battle*” 
Anmrah  liad  not  /hnslied  Jus  speccli,  wJteii  oriq 
of  the  slaves  gave  him.  a  blow  tliat  upset  linn,  ,uk|. 
laid  him  sprawling  on  the  ground.  Ahooddegt 
attacked  Ooiwali,  and  shouted  at  lum  in  a  voice 
like  thunder  Ins  assault  was  tliat  ol  an  eagle ,  and 
a  vigorous  contest  ensued,  would  turn  an  iiilant 
grey.  Abooddegi  darted  close  up  to  him,  so  that 
llieii  stirrup^  grated  he  ocized  Oorwah  by  the 
hieast-plate,  and,  diagging  him  towards  him, 
w'reriched  linn  out  ol  Ins  saddle,  and  hekl  hini 
suspended  m  his  hand  DismouiUiug,  lie  pinioned 
lum,  and  bound  his  aims  tight.  The  conflict  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  siui  lurnetl  pale  4  and  the  slaves 
Jiaving  slam  all  llmt  remained  of  llic  Alxsian.s,  tlie 
Nocturnal  Evil  hastened  up  to  Ibhds  Futhei  and 
Ills  son,  and,  wound  mg  tliein  sevci*cJ\^,  threw  tl  lem 
on  the  ground.  He  reposed  m  that  spot  for  the 
night,  With  his  slaves  and  prisoners;  but  at  day- 
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break  they  departed*  Ibla  ever  in  tears  and  griei, 
and  the  men  tied  on  the  backs  oi  the  horses, 
plunged  111  infamy  and  disgrace.  Do  not  be  so 
distressed,  said  the  Nocturnal  J^vii,  to  calm  their 
sorrows  ,  .rather  rejoice  in  your  safety.  I  shall  not 
demand  of  you  money  or  camels  but  whoever  lias 
a  beautiful  diiughtci  oi  sistci,  let  him  send  her  to 
me  for  three  days  and  nights.  Then  will  1  set  Imn 
atliberU.  But  whoevei  does  not  consent  to  these 
iny  terms,  will  instantly  be  my  victim.  Plast  thou 
evci,  O  my  cousin,  saiil  Amarah  to  Oorwah  (foi 
Amnrah  was  boinul  bv  his  sule,  sirippeil  and  ex¬ 
posed),  hast  ever  heard  of  a  more  iniquitous  fellow 
than  this  base  slave  ?  Thou,  indeed,  ivilt  be  able 
to  escape  ]Malik,  also,  and  Amroo  they  will  all 
got  well  out  of  this  SCI  ape  J3ut  I,  ])oui  I,  must 
die  under  strijies  ami  tortures  Ilow  so,  thou  foul 
mustachioed  fellow^  cried  Oorwah  Oh  ^  coutiiuicd 
Amarah,  you  wall  give  him  your  lovely  sister  Selma, 
and  Malik  wall  snrrcntlei  that  woman  of  w'omen, 
Ibla,  and  the  unfmppy  Amarah  will  die  m  misery 
and  w'rctchcdiicss  1  am  suie  there  wnll  be  no 
occasion  to  touch  me  once  w'lth  a  sword  oi  «i  spear . 
for  were  I  but  to  see  him  alone  with  Ibla,  my  death 
and  dissolution  w'ould  be  instantaneous  indeed,  I 
should  expire  of  anguish  Ihlii  ciumot  be  otherwise 
than  of  ill  omen  to  lum,  said  Oorwah,  as  she  has 
already  been  to  others  before  him  To  whoinso- 
evei  she  is  affianced,  his  mother  w'lll  weep  and 
mourn  foi  him.  Whoevei  takes  hei  will  forfeit 
his  property,  and  have  his  throat  cut.  You  have 
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obsei’vctl  how  we  travelled  over  hills  iiiul  dales,  and 
Iiow  we  ehtaincd  these  camels  ,  but  ns  soon  as  we 
beheld  /u.e-  lace,  nnhloruiiies  were  lot  loose  on  us, 
and  ujisenes  cajnetlowu  upon  us  WljiJst  tins  was 
passing  between  Aniarah  «in(l  Oonvah,  tlie  Moc- 
tiinud  Evil  sent  on  bejbro  him  five  slaves ,  and 
consiunmir  over  to  then*  care  Ibhds  howdab^  ITasien, 
said  he,  to  the  spot  ol  Zntool  Meualiil ,  pilch  oiu 
tents  there ,  lor  there  I  intend  to  renmin  three  days 
With  tins  lovely  damsel  Altei  which,  mark  what 
I  will  do  to  these  wretches  when  I  have  taken  away 
then  property,  aiul  received  then  ransom  The 
slaves  rode  forward,  and  Antai  met  them,  as  we 
have  already  described  some  of  them  he  slow , 
tlie  rest  he  put  to  fhghl  Antai  was  now  wholly 
vvrap]ied  up  in  Ihla,  hT(|uently  asking  aftet  hei 
health  ,  lor  misery  had  impaired  her  charms.  She 
was  bewildered  at  the  sight  of  hei  beloved  lior 
teal  Honed  ])ro(usel) .  At  last  recovering,  she  thus 
id  dressed  Imn 

Ail  my  misery’ — all  my  grief  is  past,  now  tfial 
wc  have  met  .diet  so  long  an  absence  Time 
“  now  luippdy  .iniioiinccs  the  existence  of  one  w/io 
Imd  been  trampled  beneath  the  dumb  grave 
“  Now  the  eyes  of  tiie  age  are  iliiiuiuied,  allcr  a 
‘‘  pencil  of  darkness,  and  L  am  returned  to  life 
alter  my  death  O  Kmglit  ol  men  and  CTemi  * 
‘‘  0  thou  that  cxcellest  ovciy  vvarnoi  in  glory  ’ 
“  my  eyes  gladden  at  beholding  tliy  libera Jity,  and 
the  beauty  of  tliy  truth  I  will  implore  God  ever 
“  to  exalt  thy  glories,  botli  morning  and  evening*' 
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She  conduded  by  relating  to  Antar  -what  luid 
hap}iencd  to  her -willi  the  foul  slave  and  Vachid* 
ho''"  the  latter  Imd  taken  lici  fathei  and  brother 
])nsoners,  and  how  tlicy  had  ransomed  themselves 
t)y  sacrificing  hen  As  Antai  listened,  lie  wc])t 
In  retiirn,  he  detailed  to  her  the  horrors  he  had 
undergone  what  had  liappencd  to  him  with  Chos- 
i'oe,  and  nil  that  had  passed  m  Persia  how  he  liad 
oxlricalcd  Inmself  from  his  troubles  and  he  de¬ 
scribed  tlie  riches  he  had  brought  witii  hinii  Now 
hci  soul  seemed  to  revive  after  death  O  my 
cousin^  said  she,  liy  my  life  that  is  in  thy  heUtt, 
bear  me  away,  and  leturn  to  the  nation  that  has 
loaded  thee  with  favours.  Leave  my  father  and 
brothel  with  tins  adtilterous  slave ;  Jet  him  treat 
them  as  he  pleases  •  return  no  more  to  the  tribe  of 
Ahs  Antar  smiled  at  her  cAprcssions  of  love,  and 
l-cjoiced  m  her  faith  and  constancy  Had  to  all 
that  can  give  thco  pleasure,  ho  replied ;  dismiss 
from  ihy  mind  whatever  can  pain  tlice  ,  for  by  the 
life  of  thine  eyes  and  the  black  of  thine  eye  brows, 
I  will  subdue  all  the  world  for  thcc.  I  will  make 
tliee  supreme  over  the  liiffh  and  Ioav.  Then  calling 
to  his  attendants,  whom  liO  ordered  to  halt  there, 
Protect  my  Coiism,  saul  lie,  tlio  mistress  ol  all  tins 
wealth  Tins  day  I  avIU  give  you  the  joyous  spec¬ 
tacle  of  the  destruction  of  her  enemies.  And  he 
advanced  to  meet  the  Iioi*scmcn  The  Nocturnal 
Evil  was  folloAvmg  fast  his  companions,  whom  lie 
had  sent  fonvard  to  pitch  his  tents;  and  so  happy 
was  he,  he  thoughtTic  should  never  arrive,  when 
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lo  ^  two  of  Ihs  skvcs  came  towanls  him  at  a  Ai]i 
gallop,  not  (lai'ing  even  to  look  bcliinil  them.  What 
lias  befallen  you  in  this  desert?  he  cxclnimod  *  'where 
arc  1113'^  Absian  damsel,  and  your  other  comrades  P 
Our  comrades,  they  replied,  are  already  a  prey 
to  the  birds  and  th^  eagles  But  a  black,  not  even 
like  a  negro,  has  taken  possession  of  your  mnulcn. 
I'Jis  look  terrifies  the  senses*  his  face  is  that  of  a 
Ghoul.  When  he  strikes  a  skull,  he  cleaves  it ; 
when  he  thrusts  at  a  horseman,  he  annihilates  him. 
He  hears  not  what  any  one  says ,  to  no^  human 
being  does  hre  deign  to  rcply^  •  His  thrust  is  liis 
address  ;  Ins  blow  is  his  answci «  At  hearing  this^ 
Ahooddegi  hissed  like  a  serpent,  he  roared  and 
bellowed,  Hoes  one  like  me  fear  man,  dicmon,  genii, 
or  the  devil  ?  and  he  instantly  gave  tiie  rem  to  lua 
steed  i  and,  |)oising  Ins  spear,  ho  departed,  m  order 
to  clear  up  this  mystery,  and  as  he  pursued  Ins 
wa}  ^  )jo  til  us  exclaimed  • 

Were  1  afraid  ol  the  conflict  of  man,  I  should 
not  be  called  the  Nocturnal  Depredator.  How 
"  can  I  feni  man  or  genii,  I,  who  have  a  heart 
**  hardei  than  mountain  rock  ^  I  dwell  alone  m 
the  wilds  and  the  wastes,  to  chase  the  lions,  the 
inhabitants  of  gloomy  haunts  How  many  nights 
“  have  1  passed  whore  the  Ghouls  watch  with  me, 
‘‘  and  tremble  at  my  shadow !  How  many  horse- 
men  have  I  lef  t  felled  to  the  earth,  gnawing  their 
right  hands  and  tiicir  left  ^  Faitli  has  no  charms 
“  Jor  mej  no  pleasure  has  a  guest  m  my  favoursy 
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To  break  a  piece  of  bread  is  cvcti  hard  to  me,  as 
“  I  fcai  niy  evening  repast  may  be  but  scanty. 
I  have  no  connexion  with  men,  and  they  evince 
their  cnnnly  to  me  on  that  .iceoinit  tlirmigliout 
the  world.  I  iiavo  no  protection  among  man,  lor 
treaciirry  is  the  sole  rule  of  my  conduct  No 
relative  have  I  but  my  sjieai  and  niy  sword , 
those  tWL  in  the  conicst  are  my  paternal  and 
“  maternal  uncle.  On  the  back  ot  a  steed  was  I 
born  by  nii":ht  liow  then  shall  I  lear  nocliinuil 

o 

calamines 

He  continued  Ins  course  over  tlie  plains  lilt  he 
met  i\iitai  the  valiant  hnn  Who  art  tlum,  lie 
cried,  that  hast  slain  my  coni])anions,  and  hast 
seized  my  Asbian  maul  To-day  thou  shall  die, 
to-dav  tlioii  sluilt  (all  into  annihilation  ^  Tlum  das- 
tnrd — thou  oHspruig  ol' an  imencumciscil  race,  ex¬ 
claimed  xVntai,  since  when  has  Ihla  been  lliy  slave 
By  God,  thou  foul  Aral),  had  iL  not  been  lor  niy 
absence  in  (picsl  o!  a  niarriage  dower  for  lici,  thou 
wouldsL  have  waited  long  lor  sucli  an  opportunity 
Away  with  thee  '  thy  success  is  but  a  dream  He¬ 
roes  have  turned  grc)  (or  hei  ,  and  every  one,  on 
fool  or  on  horseback  lie  he,  has  laded  in  Ins  alleiujHb 
on  hei.  Come  on  let  us  to  the  Held  this  instant 
Noiv  to  the  battle  of  swords,  and  know,  that  this 
will  be  the  most  maiis]uuous  of  days  Ibi  ihoe 
Anlar  immediately  assailed  him  he  ga Hoped  and 
charged  with  him,  »ind  commenced  the  conflict 
As  soon  as  1  bin’s  lather  beheld  AuJ^i^r  in  full  con- 
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U*8t  %vith  then  conriiioii  fut-’,  I’rotoctor  ol  Abs  »*ind 
Adnaii,  Itc  crictl.  release  Ais  from  this  cUenion 
iiuiko  Inm  dnnk  ot  nephew  ^  fhr  lie  ts  ,1  ]}ei- 

(idious  wretch,  aiul  liaclst  tiuni  not  arrived  thus 
oppoi timely,  Ihhi  would  have  been  renderetl  infa¬ 
mous  iimoim  lliG  Arabs  fm  ovei  ()  that  thou 
liatlst  never  been  borri,  nor  Ihia  either^  exclnnned 
Ooi’wmIi,  Ibi  she  brings  ill  luck  on  i‘\evv  one  tlmt 
seeks  lici.  IW  Heaven,  smrl  Anuirah,  she  is  not 
too  (learlv  jiurchascd  by  the  loss  ol  lives  oi  the 
sacnitce  ol  souls,  oi  by  the  cleaving  ol  skulls  and 
lieads.  'rius  iniHcry,  this  ihsgrace  wc  endure,  are 
all  on  her  aecoiitiL  Jbit  still  nevei,  oh  never  •  shall 
1  he  able  to  conmmnd  one  cmhrace  or  one  kiss. 
Vet  1  think  It  IS  oniv  on  account  ol  thislilaek  slave 
that  "^he  is  so  obdurate  Whilst  they  were  con¬ 
versing,  Aulai  was  engaging  Ins  anlagonist;  and 
<i  ])iittle  ensiu.'d  between  them  tlmt  would  have 
daunted  the  boldest  warriors.  Anil  tliev  continued 
the  eonibat  until  Antai,  observing  Ins  adversarv 
Hag,  jiressed  on  him,  weaned  him,  niid  lernhed 
Imn ,  then,  extending  his  speai,  ]nereed  him  be¬ 
tween  lilt  breasts,  ami  lorced  tlic  barb  oiil  tbroiigh 
Ills  sitotdders,  crying  out,  (>  by  Ahs  1  O  by  Adrian  ' 
I  am  ever  the  )o\er  of  Ibla  I  He  hastened  towards 
the  ea]>livos,  and  liberated  tlicm,  expressing  bis  de¬ 
light  at  meeting  liin  uncle  Malik  Ue^oice  .it  this 
ilehvcrance  Irom  death,  lie  oxclanned,  but  know 
that  all  your  late  sullenngs  are  only  a  just  ]nniisii- 
mciit  for  yom  past  conducL  You  proimsed  yoiu 
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dauglitiiv  to  1110  hypooi'iticiiliy  anti  docoitfully  you 
tlospatdjcd  me  to  the  huid  ot  Imk  m  search  ot  iier 
dowel,  and  you  exposed  me  to  a  sea  of  perils  and 
dan  tael’s.  In  the  meantime,  you  afliauced  her  to  a 
horseiimu  of  Kenanah*  but  God  has  at  last  re¬ 
warded  your  treachery  and  insult  Do  not  reproach 
me,  deal  nephtnr,  replied  HaVik,  yoni  brothei 
Shiboob  returned  home,  and,  unnouncing  youi 
death,  deprived  us  of  every  hope  of  sceini;  you 
again  And  Malik  recounted  all  tlien  adveutnres, 
from  the  return  of  Shlboob  to  the  encniiiitei  at 
Zatoul-Mcnalul 

)  Aboolfawans^  excdaniicd  Amarab,  every  one 
gams  Ins  own  m  time  Praise  he  to  God  that  you 
came  oft*  victorious,  and  tints  saved  us  from  donlh 
Aniai  thanked  ium,  and  conducted  them  to  his 
tents,  where  they  hiiltcd,  and  as  they  beheld  his 
countless  proiusjon  of  wcaltli  and  jewels,  tlieu 
minds*  were  stujielioil,  then-  eyes  were  scared,  and 
then  senses  bewildered  Nephew,  said  Malik, 
whence  is  all  tins  property,  tins  wealth,  these 
tents,  and  these  pavilions?  doubtless  some  of  the 
noble  Kings  ot  the  land  have  stopped  here  Uncle, 
replied  An  tar,  all  this  wealth  belongs  to  your  slave, 
Aiitm  You  demaudod  of  me  a  thousand  Asafeer 
camels,  I  have  brought  them  loaded,  by  tlic  great 
King  then  ownci,  with  gold  and  moiie)  Having 
cont?uctcd  them  to  the  tents,  he  ordered  his  slaves 
to  slay  camels  and  slieep,  and  to  prepare  a  feast, 
whilst  he  sat  down  to  relate  to  them  all  his  adven- 
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turcs  311  Irak  /iii(i  •with  Nusliirvnii,  fliid  described 
all  the  honours  aiul  thgiiilics  lie  Imd  veccivctl  But 
when  liic  slaves  advanced  to  attend  on  Antnr,  he 
ordered  them  to  olier  their  services  to  Ins  illustnous 
Chicft,  Antar  soon  after  rojonicd  Ibla,  inquiring 
after  licr  health,  and  synqiathising  m  her  suffentigs 
l*Ie  kissed  licr  between  the  eves  she  ihiew  herself 
into  Ins  arms,  and  kissed  his  i'ace  and  cheeks.  Be- 
jojcc  in  these  riches,  said  lie  tenderly  to  her^  such 
a  sight,  my  cousin,  regales  the  eye,  and  enlivens 
the  heart  ami  soul  l\Iark,  too,  these  female  slaves, 
that  resemble  moons,  and  this  silver  httei,  studded 
with  cosily  jewels,  and  rule  me  as  thou  wilt,  night 
and  day  Truly  tiie  great  King  iias  enriched  mo 
w’llli  thiM  crown  ol  [cwels,  which  no  human  being 
has  as  ycl  touched  Vcnly,  replied  Ibla,  youi 
safeh  i!j  more  .icccptahic  lo  me  than  all  you  liave 
desenbed  no  jiloasure  have  T  felt  but  in  your 
presence.  Antar  smiled,  mid  Ins  bosom  expanded 
with  joy  at  tile  jmnty  of  her  love  i  Ic  f|nittcd  hci , 
having  iirst  stationed  a  guaid  o\ei  her,  fearful  of 
any  accident.  And  jVntar's  enemies  reposed  tliat 
night  under  die  jirotectum  of  Aiitm,  conversing 
about  his  good  loriuuc  and  exulted  honours  "Well ' 
said  Aiuroo  to  his»  iather,  I  can  no  lotigci  reinaui 
with  the  tube  oi  Abs ,  I  shall  set  out  loi  the  land 
of  Yemen  L  eliall  migrate;  for  1  have  not  an  eye 
to  look  oii  this  black  slai^c,  wlio  even  presumes  to 
take  possession  of  Ibla — that  lull  moon.  What 
can  a  man  do,  added  Malik,  when  his  projccls  are 
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tluib  tliwnfloil CduUI  the  Cioil  of“  licavou  in  hi« 
wj’iith  be  jj)orc  Jitlverse  Lo  him,  wlieii  J  exposed  luiu 
to  those  ocemiB  oi*  penis  but  he  ha&  cseapecl  iroiii 
them  all,  tuul  has,  aiorcovei,  braup;lit  witli  Imu  all 
lhf#>  wea)tl>,  cWid  these  preeious;  Jadm^>  Kiioiv, 
my  son,  when  we  micli  liome,  every  one  will  love 
Anlai,  uiul  hate  us,  I’oi  you  observed  then  be¬ 
haviour  to  us  when  tliey  heard  ho  was  deatl  Am¬ 
mo,  .said  Oorwah,  d  Aiitar  rcaehca  iliu  tribe  of  Abs 
.mil  Athmii,  ho  W‘ill  rule  ovoi  it,  and  depose  Km^ 
Zolioii  iio  will  exalt  hnnsell*  to  Int>  staiion ,  the 
dans,  too,  will  obey  and  Ibllow  him  The  greatest 
Kings  ennuot  produce  such  wealth  Wlieiv  Aniaruh 
heard  this,  ho  wept  m  excess  of  ^ envy  and  miscr\ . 
.l)iSgra.cocl,  (hslioiunired,  is  the  fanuU  ot  Zeetuh 
(.)  inv  cousins,  bo  cried ;  verily  my  gall  is  bursting 
at  this  vile  black  slave,  whom  lortune  la\our^  By 
the  truth  ol  our  idols,  shoulil  he  entei  unto  Iblu, 
I  shall  expire  of  .inguish  Oh  tluiL  the  INociiiriuil 
ot  the  Age  hud  sacnlieod  me  .i.s  a  sheep,  so 
that  I  Imd  nevei  beheld  tins  vile  w  retell  return  m 
sale!}  And  he  wept  nil  monmig,  and  tlierena.s 
not  one  ol  the  party  that  slejil  or  felt  at  ease,  so 
iiUensc  were  then  jculousv  and  liatred  At  (ia\- 
liglit,  j\ntni'  (U’dered  the  slaves  to  prepare  ibr  de¬ 
parture  and  loutl  the  camels  hix  luuulred  was  the 
number  of  Ins  blacks,  all  beaded  by  Aboolmoul, 
and  lie  was  a  bold  intrepid  lioisenian,  Wlien  the 
inulcis  .ind  nniiels  were  loiuled,  anil  the  lenuile  slavc.s 
were  inouuleil  on  them,  Grecians,  Bersuins,  Cophls, 
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Georgmna,  mul  Fninks,  Antiw  jirescntccl  to  Ibla, 
tiireo  variegated  robes,  studded  ‘Nvith  the  precious 
luetiils  tind  jCweU  he  clothed  hei  in  them,  and 
jilacetl  oil  hei  head  the  tlladoni  that  the  King  of 
Forsia  had  given  Imn  He  also  ordered  forth  ioi 
hei  the  niagndicent  silver  litCei,  the  supports  of 
ivhieh  irere  ol  hurnislicd  gold;  ami  eight  mutes 
were  leipuretl  to  carry  it  At  the  sight  of  this 
mass  of  splendoin,  Ihla  was  stupefied  und  amazed 
i  lei  fulhei  MaliK,  as  he  surveyed  it,  was  m  the 
greatest  consLeniation  and  surprise  but  as  to  her 
niothci,  her  tongue  was  tied  up  in  her  mouth,  so 
vast  was  her  astonishment  Amarah  '  he  wept,  and 
sighed,  and  groaned,  and  moaned.  Antar  cared 
not  (or  any  of  them,  so  entirely  was  he  devoted  to 
rhla;  pi'oducmg  articles  aftci  articles  in  succession, 
till  she  was  lioirildered  He  raised  liei  into  the 
liJIei,  wjtJi  hei  mother,  ami  lie  -commaiidcri  the 
slasoh  to  march  Ibrward,  and  to  uUend  to  them  on 
the  journey  When  Ibla  was  seated  in  the  litter, 
liLi  (.oLiiUenance  became  radiant  and  illumined: 
she  snnlcd  in  the  loveliest  mannci.  Hv cry  charm 
wub  heightened  ,  *iikI  Irom  lier  eyelashes  she  shot 
arroi\s  tlint  penctiatcd  llie  slayer  of  men  and  heroes. 
Again  Amarah  cast  fius  eyes  upon  hei .  he  was 
cordounded  ills  rajj-e  became  more  intense’  the 
iierccst  anguish  and  f;ortui*o  seized  Jiini.  Alas,  O 
Amarah  »  saai  lie  to  liiinseir,  from  this  moment 
thou  art  indeed  a  wretch — a  lost  man  Now  Antar 
delivered  Ibla  ovoi  to  hei  lalhci,  saying,  lleceive 
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your  (lauglitor  and  her  property  Malik  was  pro¬ 
fuse  III  his  praiBcs  and  compressions  oi‘  iidnnrnlion, 
exhibiting  outwardly  the  reverse  ol  >vhat  was  in 
his  mind  Ncjiliew,  he  replied,  Irom  this  day  Ibla 
IS  your  Jnmdninid,  and  lier  lalhcr  and  her  brother 
are  numbered  among  your  slaves.  Upon  this, 
Antar  advanced,  and  kissed  Ins  iinc]c*s  hand,  and 
paid  bnii  every  possible  respect  Thus  they  con¬ 
tinued,  till  between  lliem  and  tiio  tribe  of  Abs 
there  remained  only  one  day's  journey,  when,  on 
inquiring  lor  Aniarab,  be  was  not  to  be  Ibmid. 
I  imagino,  said  Malik,  Ainarah  is  gone  on  before 
us,  to  announce  oiu  arrival  No,  no,  said  Antni, 
I  jnn  not  in  such  favoui  with  Ainarali,  that  lie 
should  do  such  an  act,  but  it  it  be  true.  King 
Zohcir  will  come  out  with  all  Ins  family  to  meet 
us  Well,  said  Malik,  I  will  precede  you,  and 
congratulate  the  tribe  on  your  arrival,  and  I  slnill 
thus  conciliate  youi  lather  and  your  uncles  It  is 
your  oivn  afluir,  aclilcd  Antai ,  do  as  you  ])]ease 
Malik  accordingly  clianged  bis  horse,  and  set  oil, 
mounted  on  one  of  Aiitnr’s  noble  steeds,  with  his 
son  Amroo,  and  Oorwah,  and  Ibla's  moihci  ,  and 
all  those  whose  envy  was  consuming  then  bodies 
and  souls.  Travelling  with  great  speed,  they  arrived 
early  the  next  day  m  the  land  ot  the  tribe  of  Abs. 
Maiik  immediately  repaired  to  the  habitations  ot 
Shedad,  crying  out,  Good  news,  good  luck  to  ye, 
O  family  of  Carnil '  Antai,  son  of  Sbccuid,  is  re¬ 
turned.  Sbedad  looked  up*  Do  you  indeed  speak 
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iho  truth,  0  Malik  he  asked.  Yes,  by  the  llider 
of  eiri|arcs,  replied  Malik  Thej'  all  started  up, 
and  mounted  tlieu  horses  Tliey  were  soon  scaU 
tcred  about,  tlioy  seemed  like  a  torrent,  all  ex- 
<;Iaimiii«5  ckutnc,  joy  ^  begone,  sorrow  ^  and  tltcy 
^allied  lorth  to  meet  i\ntai  The  nows  soon  reached 
Kitig  Zoheu  \\  ell '  said  he,  tins  is  the  most  woii- 
dcviid  of  all  events’  it  inusL  be  noted  down,  and 
written,  .is  unheard  oF  ainulst  the  Arabs  or  the 
rcrsiaiih  By  the  Until  of  Lat,  and  Uzza,  and 
Mibel  *3  lie  iruist  all  go  and  ?neet  him,  and  twitch 
the  noses  of  lus  cnenucs,  mid  rejoice  the  hearts  of 
ins  Iriemls.  So  lie  went  forth,  .iccompameil  by  Ilia 
*0115,,  Mill  die  whole  tribe  oi  dlustnou.s  Arabs. 
Antai,  liiunig  seiwinitcd  fi'oin  Ins  uncle,  stayed 
hehmd  Lih  nuai  midnight;  ivhen  ho  set  out,  con¬ 
versing  with  Ihia,  the  most  beantiful  of  lunnan 
hemgs,  and  feasting  Ininself  with  looking  on  her 
until  iL  Mas  daylight,  wlicn,  riding  close  to  Inn, 
(>  my  totisin,  said  lie,  know  that  youi  fiuher  is 
gone  lorward  to  announce  our  apjivoach,  and 
to  tell  King  Zohcir  to  come  out  and  meet  us 
I  H’lsli,  also,  to  precede  you,  and  to  meet  them 
nearei  home,  foi  I  now  Iccl  secure  about  you 
against  all  the  treacheries  of  lortune,  and  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  night.  I  J.'iving  tJjcn  given  orders  to 
BOine  slaves  to  protect  her,  and  to  keeji  olF  the 
road,  feaniig  that  the  dust  of  tlic  horses  might 

•  'I'lirec  icloli  of  the  yttftbiaii  idolatry 


354 


IJNIVB«SAL  .10V 


molest  hci,  he  departed,  and  the  whole  eiirtli  was 
too  confined  for  inni  m  the  expansion  oC  lu.s  love 
and  joy  He  travelled  on  till  jiiKl-duy,  when  In  ^ 
a  great  dust  arose,  and  the  horsenien  ol  Abs  and 
Adnun  advanced  before  them  marched  the  slaves, 
Hminshing  then  swords,  and  damsels  playing  on 
cymbals,  and  tlic  standards  floated  over  (lieu*  heads 
First  was  seen  King  Zohen,  like  a  bon  slavtini;: 
from  his  den,  and  over  his  head  waved  the  eagle 
bannci.  The  mstanl  Antai  beheld  liini,  ho  dis¬ 
mounted  from  Abjci,  and  tlui  dcliglit  of  this  ineel- 
mg  made  liim  forget  all  liis  jmst  troubles  and  as 
they  drew  lugli,  they  expressed  tlieii  satisfaction  m 
one  acclaim  Oh  what  a  gloi  ions  day  '  was  the 
universal  shout.  Antai  stood  before  the  King, 
kissed  his  liand,  aiul  jirayed  ibi  Ins  eternal  glorv 
and  lmp])mess  And  as  he  advanced  towards  Prince 
Malik,  ho  thus  exclainiod 

The  age  has  rcmoietl  its  vizor  fWmi  that  ra- 
“  diant  form,  glorious  m  ])erlcct  brilliancy,  ‘^paik- 
hng  in  splcndoui  ,  ^  tliat  darkness  »s  illumined 
“-by  it,  like  an  hitherto  unseen  youth,  glowing  in 
“  beauty,  moving  lowartU  sublmuly  m  malchkss 
lustre,  and  daslung  to  the  earth  all  ilnit  would 
«  rival  him,  like  birds  shot  by  the  arrow  ol  the 
“  arcbci  Victory  has  firmly  linked  its  bnnneis  to 
“  his  stirrups,  to  fell  all  thy  foes  with  the  waving 
spear— 0  thou  phanux  of  tins  age  '  thou  illustrious 
hero  of  the  period  ‘  thou  altamcr  of  all  glory*'" 

0  Alxiolfawans,  exclaimed  Prince  Malik,  uiav 
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God  curse  llic  world  wlicii  thou  art  gone  •  And  he 
hpsouglit  lum  to  mount  Ins  Jiorsc  The  noldc  Ab- 
sians  all  surrounded  linn,  whilst  in  reply  to  King 
Zohetr's  impiirics,  he  related  his  adventures.  His 
inotliei  and  his  brotlicrs  wc|il,  and  sobbed,  and 
clamoured  attlio  lycstacy  ol  meeting,  and  m  the  ex¬ 
cess  of  then  happiness  a/tei  all  tiien  past  alarms 
and  affhctions  When  Antar  liad  spoheu  to  them 
all,  his  slaves  arrived  conducting  the  camels,  headed 
liy  the  hercc  iVhoolmout,  who  in  front  of  the  blacks 
galloped  round  them  to  tlu  right  and  to  the  left 
The  whole  land  was  involved  in  dust.  In  tlic  rear 
came  Tbhfs  littei,  all  of  silvci  studded  with  pre¬ 
cious  stones;  hofore  hci  marched  the  imperial 
steeds  and  beauteous  slaves  like’  the  Ilouris  of  Pa- 
mdiso,  encompassmg  tin?  lovely  lull-moon  ol  Mo/- 
jesty,  as  slic  ap])roached.  Autar  dismounted  from 
Ahjei,  and  girded  Ins  louis  with  a  /.one  of  gold 
hrocadc  wonh  a  hunilred  tliou.sand  dirhems.  He 
<lircctcd  the  slavc.s  to  lead  aside  some  camels  and 
mules  that  were  laden  with  wealth,  and  also  ten 
fine  courseih  of  unrivalled  beauty,  with  their  chests 
and  baggage,  and  presented  them  to  King  Zohoir , 
and  kissing  the  ground  before  lum,  he  begged  Ins 
accepiancc  of  lliem  The  King-  received  them,  and 
before  each  chest  stood  a  slave-girl,  eitlicr  Grecian 
or  Ahyssiiiian  'Po  all  the  horsemen  he  distributed 
robes  and  money,  and  gave  them  slavc.s  and  youths, 
so  that  there  was  not  one  but  partook  of  Antar’s 
bounty  King  Zolicii  was  amazed  and  in  the 
voT..  T  „  n 
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greatest  *istoi.usli!iient  at  tlie  quantity  of  goods 
i5y  llie  trut]i  oi'  the  lioly  Kabaa,  said  he,  AnUr 
iTJiist  Jiavc  completely  Jmjjovcnshetl  tlie  King  ol 
rersiu,  and  he  desired  all  the  A.bsinns,  to  m  Iioiii 
Antar  had  given  something,  (o  make  a  suitable 
return  To  Ins  lalber  Slicdad  he  presented  abund¬ 
ance  of  silver  and  gold,  and  nmnv  stout  slaves , 
but  ilie  remainder  wiili  ibe  Asaleei  camels  he  de¬ 
livered  to  iMalik,  Ins  uncle  Tbiih  they  separated, 
and  every  mu*  sought  Ins  own  tent  }3ut  Ainroo, 
Ilihfs  brollier,  made  tiic  camels  that  cunveYcil  his 
sistei  kneel  down — be  lilted  up  tlie  curtain  of  the 
bttei— but  Ibla  was  not  there  ^  — 
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